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In □ffiering to the pablic a new History of Lou- 
dan, the BroUien Pctcj we by no meaai iiuensible 
of the meriti or IndaBtr; of their predeceHon ; and 
if tlu7 hare fersi&eii the beaten track, wiiich time 
tUi sanctioned, thoi^ not connecrated, it Is in the 
hope that thnr labrara, Oiough len Tolnminom, 
may be more generally acceptable. 

It it true, tlK mere aatiqiitry niAy miu the de- 
Mii^tioD of many a rrlic of a former age in the en- 
Mihig volames — die knrer of heraldry and the ge- 
oeah^M will aee lo tables of deKent, or blazoning 
of anna — tbne bs ao Utt ef the citizeni who have 
ncMMlrely tilled the boa(»«bIe office of cbnrch- 
warden, a Unt which in rmae cases would aut-nam- 
ber the pni>ent bbabitmts of more than one pariiA 
in the city — na collection of the onmeanlog and 
CMomoB'plBce epitaphs, whldi are rudely acujp- 
tartd in erery dionji-yard, is to be foand in tbc 
Wlewlng p«^ ) nor is die weight or tone of a 
itngle bell, in any of the churches, gircn. AU 
these ^pesred to the authors dry details, and of no 
iMtral 10 the general reader. 






To present, in a methodical form, thoie memo- 
rioli which itliutrale the rise, frogrets, and preiKiit 
state of London, aiid to point out the means by 
which an induBtriOQB people hare preseired tbelr 
liberiin agidoBt fore^ aud domestic invaaioa. Bad 
Tailed their dt; to a rank which Is unparalleled 
among clviliEed nations, is the otject of the present 
work. In doing this, it was necessary to view the 
nibject some^at more philosophically than it has 
hitherto been, and to bring Into one focus, iufor- 
madon which lay very widely scattered. 

A former work, (the Percy Anecdotes,) which 
the public so kindly honoured with approbation, 
mayhaTC secnred for the sudors the credit of some 
degree of industry, and they assure the puMIc, that 
it has not been spared in the ensuing pages. Ii 
hu been their object, that, while they carried their 
researches as far back as authentic records pre- 
sented information, they should bring them down 
to the latest period : in this they have been very 
materially assisted by tbe Dumeroos parliameutaiy 
reports, which throw so much light an the com- 
merce, strength, and resources of the country, and 
particularly of the metropolis. 

In the coatee of their labours, the authors could 
not fail 10 remark, that, while the manners of the 
tnhalritant? of London have changed, as much as the 
size and general i^jpearance of the city, their cha- 
racter has remaiu«l the same — the same jealousy of 
their liberties, tbe same attachment to the consti- 
tution of their eonatry, and the same hospitality 






Mid inaulficence nhich characteriie tlie London d- 
tizea and the LoodoD merchant now, hare ban 
their disdnguishing features in all ages. Increased 
wealth hia only given ealai^^ means of doing good, 
and although the citizeo is not now menaced with 
the violation of his charter; or called upon for forced 
exactions, yet he is not the less watchful over his 
privileges. 

While the authors have been thus attentive to the 
history of London, they have not neglected tboae 
local otqects which are worthy of public atienfioB ; 
they have not merely confined themselves to a his- 
tory of the civil, military, and eccloiastical govern- 
ment of the mt«t>poli!i, or to tracing the advance- 
ment of literature, science, and the arts, from their 
origin to their present state of refinement ; they have 
not been onobserving of the manners and amuse- 
ments of London at different ages, or of its public 
buildings; their object being to render their work 
at once a history and a giude, which, while it t^rm 
a ^thfiil repiesentalion of the metropolb in the 
" olden time," catchet " the living manners s« Oiey 

The work at least potseates novelty in design ; 
bow hz it may claim merit in the execution, the 
pnblic will decide. The auUiors may, however, 
claim for another, that which they would hentaCe 
to do for tiiemselves— the spirit and beauty of Ae 
eDgTavings which embellish the work. These we 
^m original dedgns, and, as will be seen, present 
saow of the most novel and intereftit^viewilDdie 



...lyGooglc 



metropolie, Tbema)) embraces aconayecable por- 
tion of the enTiroDa, and yet ii at once cUar and 
distinct Some cUiai the autiMn mlgbt perhaps set 
up, nere it only tiist of having mndenwd iulotkree 
portable volmors the tpiiit of all prece^ng hiito- 
riei of London, andof faaring reduced, toaeyBteai- 
atic form , n4iat hat hitherto been chaotic and de- 

A loi^ engagement in a fbrnter work, to which 
allo^D h»B idreody been made, haa, it will tie 
KCD, caased a natacal partiality to anecdotes, biK it 
in the following page* these ibotdd be found scat- 
tered more libo'allj tfaao ia uiual in woiiia of thta 
sort, tbs authors trust to tbea affoaleaeia for in- 
dii%eiice. 

%M of VlstM sM XIlBCttsttoB- 



LONDON. 



roUNDATION OF THE CITY. 

At wbat prec'ue period die metropoIU of Ibe Btitiah 
empire «» founded, remaini to thU d>; hid in ob«o- 
rity. Se»era] of our rarly chroniclera haie, it a Irue, 
•ettled the point foi potleritj in a very circunuUMid 
nuuiiKT, bat withoat the smalleit regard to evidence 
of anj letL According to GeD8rey of Uonmoatli, 
and all ttie ralailen at bis fablei, London wai founded 
in the yew 1108 befon the Chtiitian en, by Bmle, 
s lineal deicendsat of En«aa, and called by him, after 
the great sceno of bii ancestor's exploit!, TViry Nmmit, 
i>T N«K TVoy, whence the inhabilanta received the 
■aiae ofTrnwiMmtf.ot TriiabanM; andso.ai we are 
forthei told, it continued lu be called toi ■ thousand 
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;ean and mtm, till the iceplfe bsving denilTcd on 
King Lud, k luliieof Brilua, he g&ie it the nune of 
Coat Lud, OT Luditoun, whicb io pincm of time be- 
cune softened inlo Lmufon. Mr. Pennuit, lejectiiig 
thii romuitic iloij, hu fnmed inotbei of hii own, 
on tile buit of i derivMion id Buter'i GImhuj, 
wbich (cenu neail; u fancifuL " London," he uj*, 
" certainly exialed prior to Ibe infauon of Caeiar ; it 
iia*,atthe time of hia amral in tbii island, the capital 
of the Triirabanlea, who had recenilj come from Bel- 
gium, and compoaed one of the bidbU nation) into 
wbich Britain waa foimerl; divided. The name of 
this nation, as oe leani iTom Baiter'i Biitiib Glo>- 
m;, was denied from the three fbllawing British 
words — -tri now hant, wbich aignifj the inhabiUnts of 
th» Ntv Cit<), the ancient name of the renowned nie- 
tropoUs of Britain." — If it were ia the uiiiaJ order of 
things, fur people to build cities £nt, and then to be 
called after Ebem, this defiaition would be plaoiible 
at least; hot unce we know of nothing of the kiod in 
the biitorj of nations, we arc forced to conclude that 
Ntw Cily and Ntu Troy belong equally to the domain 
of fiction. 

" The Romans," continues Mr. Pennant, " soon 
fixed tbeh ejes on Ibis new town, and great nnmbers 
of them settling in it, the; gave it the name of Lon- 
dhtinm from its aitoation, and Angnsta from Ita 
grandeur ; and in a little time it bpcanw the largest 
and most opulent city in the island." Tacitus, who 
i) the firit Boman author wbo speaks oT London bj 
that name, does say, that " London is so called from 
its ntoation, and Augusta from its grandeur." (Lib. 
lir. c S3.) But he does not say fiom wboiD it received 
theaa diS^vnl appellations ; nor does there seem the 
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l«ul reuon to iakr, with Mr. Peunuit, that tbej 
one both confetred bj the Romaas. The Dame 
giren to it on icconnt of " ita aituUran," wis doubt- 
leu derived from tbose obo (Auk that sHualfan ; and 
there is no belter proof tba.t the city had an eiiatence 
prior to the iaTauon of the Bomaiu, tban tbst it is ia 
the language of ttae mtive BrKuni we Gad Ibe «pla- 
iuIEdii of the name. " Ljn-Uiu," in the ancient 
Britkb, sigAifiei iht lotea on tbt lakt; and thia we 
maj rendiljr aoppose to hare been a correct enongli 
docripiioBof the ulultion of Inndoo at the time of iCi 
fonndatioD, when the watera of the iiTer, not confined 
aa tttey aow are bj tinildinga and embankmenta, 
apread over a large portion of that Taat flat which 
liea between Wandmortfi and Deptford. From 
Lytidia to Ijmdon the denation ia alight ; and in 
Zjmdimum, the original Briliah name meret; ac- 
quired a Latin farmation. Jti^uaM, the name 
inbaeqneutl; received on acconnt of ill 
e, waa evidently allugether Roman. 
IS Manellinni, who flonnahed later than 
Tadtna, apealuof Lsndtntunasthecitj of the TVAui- 
bentai and thii ig the moat deciiive evidence that 
we hare, that it ia to tbia people the hononi of 
founding the Britiib capital belongt. 



Wben we read of London being " the Capital of 
tbe Trinnbanlct." the mmd natmally completes the 
ideal picinie, by (npposing it to bate been, at tbe 
•rriral of (he Ramans, tbe seat of a regular gorem- 
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msDt, and of ■ nnnetous and Gied popuUUoa ; bat 
the lem i< kitogelher muspplied. We may rest 
uliilied (hit Csnn don nol deceive as, when he re- 
latn, in hii Cooimeulariei, thai '■ irfaat the Briloni 
called a toiia wu Dothing mnie than a thick wood, 
tunounded b; a ditch and forliGed bj a lampait, 
inlu which Ihej retired nhen appiebensire of inva- 
■iiin." The proofs are indubilable, that the BritODg 
had not as jfl emei^eil from a state of bBrbaiiim ; 
th«j knew nolbinp of brick -making, and had never, 
>a far as the Bomaos could obaerie, attempted to 
niia one stone aboie anathel. No traces of buiiding 
bare ever been discovered about London, which 
could with my probability be ascribed to a peiiDd 
aolerior to the Boman invasion. Of oatural advui- 
lages, Iiowever, the Britons were, probably is good 
jndgei as the Bomans themselves ; and we find, ac> 
eotdingly, that as far as regards the site of London^ 
a stronger one for purposes of defence conid scarcely 
have been chosen. The heart of their city was on die 
■ammit of an angle ol rising gronnd, (about where 
St, Paul's cathedral nowsUnda,) bounded onlheoniB' 
■rde by tbe broad and marshy Thames, on the other 
by the Fleta, a stream or torrent since corered otct, 
which emptied itaelf into the Thames, near tu where 
Blackfriais-bridge has been since erected; and behind 
lb is DBtnraDy entrenched mount there was a thick wood,- 
which eitcnded far into the interior.— We have only 
in imagination to cover this mount also with " thick 
wood," to complete the idea which Cteiar preaents to 
us of a British town ; and anless it had been actually 
so covered, there Is little probability that it woQld 
have become tb« chosen fastness of a naked and 
banseleBS people. So slowly, indeed, was the wood 
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deared awftj, that >a Ule u the tngn of Hentj II, 
mil llw northera puti of the city bmdered on > thick 
ibrot, wboe beuts of tha cbace louned U large. 

When the Bonuuu, under Cnur, adTanctd to the 
Thunes, the Trinobantei were the fint of the triba 
bejond that river who Knt propouli of •nbniiuioD 
to the jnrader} and (here a every reaaoa to believe^ 
that thej formed no part of that natlTe force wbicb, 
andcr CasMvelaunui, attempted to oppote hia pi»- 
gresa. When yictorj declared foi Cswr, aad bs 
had effected the paiuge of Ihe riyer, he. found not 
oni; a frieodl; people in the Triiiobantes, bnl in 
tfadr city or stronghold io the wood, aa adian- 
tageODB a position for encampment a) (he invader 
of an anknown territoi; conld deaire. It «u sndi 
aa a very slight application of (he Roman ikill 
in fortification conld render impregnable to any at- 
tacki from the atill hostile nations of the interior; 
while, on (be aide of (he Thames, that noble utream 
aecored to it a free communication with the sea, and 
nith ail the earlier aedlcmenta of the Romaiu on (he 
Brltiah.coaaL - 

C.£SAB'S FORD. 
It baa been a mattar of much diapute among anli- 
quuiea to determine the precise spot where Jatiui 
Cssar forded the Thames. Camden and othera think 
(hat it was at Shepperton, and that what are called 
Cowey Slakes were planted tbere to oUtruct hia paa- 
aage ; indeed, so general waa this notioo, that, at 
one time, a cutler made a siDall foitnne by pui- 
dutsing Uiete atakea, and aelling knives and forka 
iriih faamilea made ont of tbeoi.---MaidaDd, can-, 
eeiriog, howerei, that dua would place (be Ford 
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■t ■ grealei duUnce from London than would 
agree with thfi acccnnt given by Cffijar, wa! at peal 
paim to dbcover a ford lower down. " I endea- 
Toored," he lays, " bj loimding Ihe river al several 
neap lidea, ftam Wandjworth to London-brid^, to 
diEicov6r a ford, which, to my no small taiisfactvinf 
I did, on the IBth of September, anno 1733, ahuut 
niaely feel west of the soath-weil angle of Chelsea- 
Coll age-garden ; where, in a right line from north- 
east to south-west, I found the deepest part' of the 
cbaunel to be only four feel seven inches deep." It 
would perhaps have diminished the " satilfactioa" 
which MaitI and feltatthis discovery, bad he leftected 
(or a moment, that Ihe slate of an; part of the river 
io his day, could be no evidence of what it) stale was 
in (he time of the Homans. For several cenlnties 
OUT climate has been increasing in hamidity, and oar 
riven in bnik ; and instead of wide marshes on the 
banks of llie Tluuiies, we behold eileniire quays and 
embankments, which confine its augmented waters 
within ■ chauDel at once narrunci and deeper. It is 
liesides certain, that to the west of LondoD-bridge, 
and not so high up as Chelsea, there existed, 
previous to the general embankment of Ihe river, at 
least two welt knonn fords. Milford-lane, opposite 
to St. CleiiKiDt'a-chnrch in the Strand, was so cailed 
from a com duU which anciently stood there, and 
from its leading to a foni across the river. Al YoA- 
house, the palace of the archbishop of York, which 
stood on the site of the streets adjoining to what still 
bears the name of iWli-staiTS, there was ahotim find, 
which, at late as the begiiming of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, had been used within the memory of persons 
then living. 
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AfcordiDg lo uiotbeT learned aotiquuj, however, 
it was neither at Cowe; StaLeg, ddf at ClieltMa, not 
■tan; one of all tbe places jet meatianed, that the 
Romani effected tbeif paaiage, Mr. Bagfoid, in a 
letter to Beanie, written in 1714, saja, •' And non I 
■hall relate to jou the manner of the Boman ap' 
proache* nearer to London. Tbeie led along Kenl- 
ilreel, on the left hand, leading to London, and pointed 
directlj to Dowgate, now lo called, through an aich 
•bice built b; the Biihop of Wincheilet at his stain, 
which, to this daj, is called Stone -street, and came 
direcU; out of Surrej. It was at tbii ler; place (a* 
I lake it) that the Roman legions forded over tiie 
liver of Thames, Grat the horse and then the foot, 
which might not then take them np lo the ihoutders. 
And this the; might attempt (as we ia»j conjecture) 
when the tide iras iirat coming in, the; then making 
an angle, and directing their course against tLe stream 
of the rivet. When thej came to the middle of the 
■tieam, tJie tide drove tbem to Ih^r intended landing- 
place — tnhieh nut Dategate," It must be confessed, 
that the citcamstancei which Mr. Bagford biinga 
foirward in support of Ihb discover; are not quite 
so convincing as could be wished. At Fambotougb. 
sixteen miles from London, there are the remains of a 
BADun camp; at Peckhsm, there was Hug up in the 
middle of the high-ws; " a famous glau Roman 
nro i" on the left-hand of Kent-street, cob), bottles, 
ftod " divert old utensils," all Roman, have been 
fi>nnd ; and as these memorials (for such is the argu- 
ment) conld not pouiblj have been left there at'anj 
other period than on the first progress of the Romans, 
it folloivs, that it was b; Fambotongh, FecLhani, and 






10 PERCY HISTOHIKS. 

Kent-<beet, thtt the Honuni Mlvuiccd to Londoo. 
Nov, M Kent-tlreet points iciou to Doogate, uid m 
MOM* are proreriiUI fat alwaji crauing riven it Ibo 
iral poini the]' leach, therefore it it dcaiilj deinon- 
■Inted, thU it iru Rt Dowgale, and no where elie, 
thej eroued the Tfaantei I 

At whatever place the Romani folded the river, 
it neeoH certain at leut, that the piiiage wai not 
effected at anj put lawei than the jonctioa of the 
FleU with the Thaniea. AH the tciritorj withia 
the angle famed by iheae two atreanu was occa- 
pled by die Trinohantei, who were in negotiation 
for a frieodlj treat; widi tlie invader ( and it 
matt have been abmt'n, therefore, that C^ebiu found 
the haatiie foccei of CauivBlauniu drawn up to op~ 
poie bi> pasaage. ll ibb; posublj tutve been ai far 
up B9 Cowe; Stakes, but not leas poaubly $3 lok 
dawn ag the JUUI^nrd ; — inahort, the range ofreaam- 
able conjecture a so wide, that uatMng can be lainei 
than to attempt to come to a Gsed conclouoa on the 
aabjeel. The leapectable antiqaanea who have «ib- 
plojed their ingenuity npon it, were probabl; be- 
trayed into the inquiry by an anxiety to recondte an 
eiprenian mode ma of by Ceaaai in hia Commeuta- 
liei, with the actnal topognphy of the couatry. 
Speaking of the Thaniea, be eaya, that it " i> only 
fbrdable in oat plao, and that with great difficulty." 
Ceaai, however, could only mean, that ss far as In 
iW bttn uble to diuiover, it wB> only fordable in one 
place ; and it was scarcely wotlh wliile to be at auch 
paint to correct an error, which aubsequCDt obserta- 
liona hare rendered >o nodonbled. 



The Bomwis conqncKd only to cinluc. Tliej 
■bellied tbe BiiUas ho* to fuhion the daj of tbeii 
nil ii^ bricks Bad doowstio alaaila ; to bnild houel 
for tbeniKheflt teraploi to their goda, and conrti for 
the ■dEniniatnitnn of justice i to drain mud esdiuk ; 
U cut TOBds and ' erect cmmnj* ; to lay oot tbeir 
towna in streeli and iqDtrea, and to innoiuu) tbem 
with walli and tnwara. Tbe Bnloui dioM the site of 
London, but to the Bonuna we moat allow the pnuaa 
at adommg it with aJI those numBnteubof Wt, ifi»d> 
ptocuied iar it the name of Aootirr j. 

It «u torn perceived by thi> Mgicknu people, 
tbatLondoB, though well fitted by iti oatmal atnogdi 
foe a military ilalieii, waa still betMr qualified to b« a 
place of eitenghe commerce. Seated at a coiuidei- 
■Ue diitauce ftom the m« on a bioad and navigable 
■irer, whidi, after watering lome of the fitiraat poi- 
ticm of the iiland, diachargea itself into tha ocean 
aloiDit in ligbtof tbe continent of Europe, itaeemed 
talcdatoi to be at once the mart for ■ great domeitic 
and great foreign tiade. Tlie Homans, however, were 
waniors, and not traffickers ; and they conlenled 
IbemaelTea with dircctiag tbe Britona to the cuJtira- 
tioD of thole advantagea, iriiich bare nuscd tbeir 
eapitai to the proud pie-eminence which it now 
balds aocog tbe ci^ ol tbe canh. AVe find 
accDidii^y, that London vat Bew, like otiiersettle' 
iMntB of the Romans, formed into what tfaay termed 
a aulilBsy colony, eiclarivdy Roman. Here the Ro- 
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nuui prefectg i«uded ; and froin Ihii point, M we leun 
fram Ae IlJnenrj of Auloniaug, bnncfaed moat of 
the great louli inlo the iateiint ; botb deciiire prooh 
that they reguded it u the moat important atation 
tbej poueued in Uie iiland ; yet neither did thej 
(M!cupy it alone, nor did they subject it to (he in- 
canrenient rettiicdooa of & garTison town. LondoB 
remained a ftee city, where Roman and Briton min- 
gled amicably together ; and to which atnogerj frnni 
all parta were encooiaged to leaoit with their can- 
Bioditiei. 

So rapid waa the progieas of London in! comiaer- 
cial importance, that aa early as the icToIt of the 
celebrftled Boadicea, it ia described by Tacitus as 
haring become famooa for the vait nuiaber of mer- 
chauli who leaorted to it, and the abundance of every 
apocics of commodity which it could supply. The 
ficat interruption to Jti proapecity arose from the earlj 
triumph! of this illualrious heroine. The Bonuu 
genera), Suetonius, unable m the outset to encounter 
ao formidable a rebellion, was obliged to abandon 
London to itsfate. Boadicea and her tioopa, eager 
to punish the ancient defection of the Trioobantea 
fhim the common cause of the natire powen, 
'and irritated by the ijieclacle which London pre- 
aented of Roman greatnesa, massacred erery soul 
they found in the city, and, setting fire to it in several 
places, nearly reused the whole to ashes. 

The Romaua, however, again recovering the as- 
cendancy, a new city speedily arose on the lame 
favoured spot, devoted as before to the peaceful pur- 
suili of eommeroe, and flooriahiag by them. In the 
year 359, no less than eight hundred ves^ls are aaid 
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to have been emplojed in the eipoitilion from lion- 
dm of com alone. 

On the decline of tbe Roman empbc in the fifth 
centuTj, LondoD had to Umenl the depvtuie of the 
beneficanl foanden of her grealueis. There are n- 
riooi atatementa uf the period when the Rodhuu 
abandoned Britain ; all that ii ceitun i>, that it took 
place not later than the year 450, when ■ domiDion 
which bnnghl man; blsMuigi to tliii iaiand had wboUj 
aad for ner oeaied. 



ROUAN EEHAINS. 
When the RomaDi CYacaated London, they lefl It 
encompaased with lofty and well fortified wALi,e. 
ThecimJt of them, ai described bj Stowe, nieaiDI«d 
two milei and a farlong ; and thii did notinclndo 
the ude towards the Thames, which, ihough origi- 
nally walled in, waa inbaequcntly left to its nato- 
lal defence. When perfect, the walls arc auppoied 
to have been twenty-two feethigh. They cocanwDced 
on the eaat with a large fort, erected on tbe pment 
nte of the Tower (mppoaed by Bagford iQll to anr- 
nre tmder the name of the TfUli Tower), aod taking 
a aemicirciitai direction by the Uinoriea, Houadadilch, 
Cripptegate, Alderagale, Newgate, and Lndgale, 
termiutsd in another lofty foit on lite Tluniea, cloae 
to Fleet Brook. Betides tbeae two principal fotti, 
the waUi were guarded hy thirteoi other tawera. 
erected at proper diitancei on the land-^de, and 
•apposed bjr Uaitland, from some lemaina of them 
I existing in hia time, to bafe been about forty feel 
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high. The eDtmicea inlo die cit; on Ibe laad-^ds 
were ori^iull; bot tfares ; bj Aldgkle <m the taut, 
Aldengate on Ibe nortb, aad Lodgata on the wtai; 
bat in [he oonrae of thne, mnj new gatei were 
i^Bisd to facUiUte communiCBtiDB wilfa the uoiuiUjv 
tacb u Neirgate, Cripidegate, Moorgue, Kdwpi- 
gato, the poitera on Tawei-hill, &c. The baIfaiew^ 
■P«dI>, or mtch-towei, bdonging to eteiy foMUed 
I^Kw, stood a little urilbout the wall* to the ««tf ^ 
Aldeiigate, od the ipot which still gnea bj die naoM 
of BortuoR. Mr. BagTord's acciHint of the tues lo 
which this was applied la curioui. — "Here," be 
ntjs, " ibe Romans kept cohoiti of soldiers in con* 
thmal senice to watch io the night, that if an; aod- 
den Gie should happen tbej might be in readiueu to 
eilingnuh it, as also to ^ve notice if la enemj weie 
gathering or maiebing towards the dty to sur[Kise 
then. In ihoit, it wu a watch-lowei by day, and 
at night they lighted lome combottible matter on Ibe 
top Iheieof, (o give directions to the ireary tiaiellcr 
repairing to the city, either with proTiuon, or upon 
UHoe olhei occasion. The rime was intended by a 
lanthom on the top of Bow steeple befoiE Ihe fire of 
London (although MldoD) made use of), for boning 
of lights, to give direction to the trarelieri and to the 
mariLet-peojde, tliat came frooi the northern paita af 
London." 

Of all these eitenuTe oal-worfci, walla, towen, 
and gates, Tety few vestiges remain. The dasgcs* 
w^ich they were erected to avert, having long Awe 
ceased to eiisli they have one after another been 
swept away in the caurse of modeni impnxeiBeiil ; 
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ndil i> BBlj bj the tmmr* wUcb (onire, tint their 
aln ue now to be Iraecd. Tbe coina foond *t d>eir 
foimdatiDng bare been iDTuiaUj Roaum ; in iocaB- 
tntable pmof that it wu Co tbe protictiDg ■nd mag- 
nificcBl ipirit of tbe Raman people, that tbe Briti)h 
■eie nidebted far tbe (ortifiotkMi uf tbcit capital. 

Some af the gates sen rtrj baodtone and coitlj 
Mnctniet ; eqieeiall jt in later limes, when the dtiaena 
ddigbted to diitingoith tfaenuetrea bj benefacBooi 
nd beqaett* for the enbcllinhninit of theie inleti to 
thek cberished ci^. Jfldgate, which wan takes dawn 
aid le-bnilt in dw iciga of Qaern Elizabeth, wai 
avteTtn at (bat tioie elected at a lew expenie than 
150DL ; and (he cxpMditniB on tbe othet gatei waa 
eqsillir Bnmhceat. When in the Uat stage of theii 
dilapidation tbej wen oidcted' to be palled down, 
they broDght, even u old inMciiala, conudemble 
pricci>>~-AIdgale wai sold foi iS7L lOt. j Lodgale for 
14BL t and Crlp)degati> fbr 9U. 

hawBov Stoke, which now standi in tbe •onth* 
waU af St Swittuo't Cbuich, Cannon -street, wu 
notbei moniuneDtof the Roman power. It appears 
to hare bean a Miiiarj, of the sane kind «s ibat in 
■he fdnunat Borne, where all tbe bigbwajs of tho 
coaatt; met Jna point, and Irom which ibtj were 
meanued. We hare before alluded to the proof 
iriiich this fumithe^ that Ijondon was regarded by 
(he Elonuiu as the chief seat of their British dorui- 
Am. When Jack Cade atnick this gtone with bis 
nraid, cxclainijngi " Now ii Mortimer Lord of Lon- 
doa," be wu pnAeblj not unaware of its emblematic 
character. There Buy have been a popular tradition 
tmoBg the English ou the lubject, similar to (hat 
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vbkh the Scoti have with retpect to the mnUc cbtit , 

on whicli tbeic kingi were Crowned, 

Nifallatfatvm, Scoti judcunftM (acatum 
Insenitnt laindtm, rtgaart ttHtntur ibidtwu 

According to Bagfoid, Ibe BoniBns hud io London 
> Field or MiBi, in ImiUdon of tbit at Rame ; Kad 
llirongL •□ long i. lipK of ages did Ihe ume <pot 
continue to be appropiiated to military exercises, 

Umra, wai called Ibe Old Artiller; Ground. " On 
the forlher «de of Wiiiteohapel-street," he «aji, 
" next BisiiDpigate-stieet, wu anotber stallou of (be 
Somani, in tbal part which formerly boie the name 
of tlie Old Artiller; Groond, und was their field of 
Man, in which place tlie Romani trained np and 
exercised their joang soldiers, and likewise the yonth 
of the neigbbouiing Britons, in the skill and eierciie 
of anna, thai tbe; might be more eipeil io the use of 
Ibem upon all emergent occasions. And if on; sud- 
den tnmiills or insnriecCioDi should happen in the 
citj, tfaej were then read;, and at hand to suppress 
tiiem. nb field of Man was in imitation of Ibal 
at Old Home, where they mustered their soldiers, and 
most needs have been a very large place, as the same 
is eicellentl; desoiibed and likewise observed to 
hate been a Roman camp, by a jadiciona author io 
the latter end of Queen Eliiabeth's reign." 

Of the TEMPLis of the Romans no specimens are 
DOW eilant. In Norden'a Middlesex, it is said, there 
was one near the Tilt Yard ; and Bagfbrd roalLes no 
doabi of there haiiag been a Temple of Diana on 
the soathude of Sl Paul's. The nuns of a tmllding. 
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edled the Camura J>ianc, aitualed on the eminence 
of 81. Paul'. Wii«rf. euitod io Uie time of How, 
who wrote a coDtinualion of Stowe, and the tenc- 
Biesto wbteh hare been unce erected on its site, are 
ftiU derigoated in tbe leuei of them ai part and pai- 
««] of the ancient Cinura Diana. Fioni the accounti 
giien of (hti sliucttire, boweier, il doe> not appear 
to bars been at all of the lutiite of a templi^. The 
Camira Diana waa a •Bulled Ubyriath, timilat in til 
grDDud-pUn to die cetebtated RoiaaiDi]d'9 Bower at 
Wotiditock, aod wu emplo jed bj Hent j the Second, 
of amonnu memorj, for the same parpose. The one 
wai the country, and the other the town Tepoutoij 
of tbii " jewel of hU heart." " At Ihia lime," saji 
How, ■' Mme laioi of it are remaining, and manj 
crident teitiiDODies of intricate turning! and wiiid* 
ings, ai also a iDbtemuieons pasuge to Castle Bay- 
naid, wluch no doubt the king made use of priiatetj 

10 hare access to Ms brightest Diana, one of tb« 
■mt eiqnuile and most celebrated heanli«) thai we 
£ad meatioiied In any history." The name Camtra 
Diana: 1iad an obvious reference Io those purposes of 
chaate leclosrou, for which the building was designed; 
and It would be preferring a lesser probability to 
a greater, to suppose thai it derived Ibis appeltaUon 
from baTiog been erected on the same spot nhere a 
Roman temple of Diana pierionily staod. 

In December, 1803, ■ large and very beautiliil 
qjedmenof IUikin Mosjio wu iccidentally dis- 
oorered by some workmen employed in digging for 
a sewei immediately oppoiite the Eul India Honse. 

11 b preserred in the Hononrable Company's Mu- 
tfnt. and saggeili to as a splendid idea of the ciieat 
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tu nbioli tiie lUnnuii had curied the intenuJ em- 
bdliibmeul of tbcir houaea. It u aboat elevea te«t 
■quBie, and exhibits the ceutie of the fioor of ui 
■pulmeDt, whicta could Dot have been less tfaui 
Iwentj-two feet aquare, but in all piababilil; wu 
CDnsideiabl; lugei. The figure of the god Bacchoa 
ia npreaented recliniDg on tile back of a <Jg«. The 
drawiiig, coloariog, and ahadowi, ate all eff^ted nilh 
, great ikill and iugenuity, b; the use of about twenty 
■epiiate lintf, composed of tesael^, of dLfieceot ma- 
teiiaU. The major pact conaiat of baked eartlia, but 
the maie brilliant colaun of green and purple, which 
bim the drapeiji are of |^asa. These tessetc are of 
different siiea and jiguiea, adapted to the situations 
they occupy in the deugn ; and are placed in iowb, 
eitfaei straight or curied, asoccaaion demanded, each 
teaaeb preaentiug to Ibose around it a Sat aide. . The 
inteiitices of mortar being thus rery narrow, and tha 
bearing of tbe piecea againsc each othn uniform, the 
work ia general poiMjaed much atreugth, and waa,. 
vcrj probably, wben unjnjurcd by damp, nearly as 
firm u the aoUd stone. 



THE DARK AGES OF LONDON. 
The departure of the Romana proved the i 
nient of a long train of calamlliei to I«ndan. The 
ans uf her pnMperity seemed to bate set for ever. The 
Saxons, invited over to famiih that pialectian against 
the incursions of the Scots and Ficts, which theRomans 
could no toDgeraSucd, violated the compact whiclj gave 
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diem a footing in tbe connlrif ; and daring tbc .Tun 
and sangDinir; itnigglei of the Biilish, far nearlj a 
centaryand a balf, to preserre themaeliesfrDni Saioo 
tnbjugalioii, London, from it) importence, became, 
more than any odier part of the iiland, a prej to the 
evils of intestiiie war. Whpn tbe Saiona bad at lut 
etUbluhed tbemselTei inlbe tavereignty of tbe cooD- 
lij, it wM DO longer "lib London thai the metropo- . 
liUn sceptre wu lulTeTei] to lemain. Ethelbert, King 
of Kent, lo whom all the Saxon naUonr, luuth of the 
Hnniber, vere fendatorj, made Canterbnr; tbe seat 
of hii goremmeat ; and neglA:ted London Ceasea lo . 
Cgnre in biatorj, eicepl for the diiaiters which befel 
it. In 664, it »b> ravaged bj the plagne ; in 764, it 
ma vrasted b; fiie ; in 798, it again inSenrd aeverelj 
from die, and nomben oF tbe inhabitants peiiibed in 
the flunes; and in 801, before there vtaa time to , 
lepur Ae niin done, s third conSagratioa nearl; com- 
pleted the work of deitmction. On tbe eatablEsb- 
■oent of the Heplaicby under Egbert, A.D. 827, the 
foiiiines of London bri^tened for u moment. Egbert . 
cboie it for hit ceaidence, and here, in 833, a wittcn- 
agemot, or parliament, waa lield. Bnl on tbe iavaaton 
of England by the Danes soon after, tbe; droie Eg- . 
bert from bis adopted capital, and after delivering it 
op lo pillage and maiMcre, reduced nearly the wbote 

Amidat tucb a succession of calamities, it was in- 
evitable, that nearly all that beaoty and magnificence 
which tbe Romans had imparled tu London should 
forever disappear. Its naked vatls, in fact, alone 
remuned ; and if a dly, far transcending even tbe 
Eoman Angosta, bas unce arisen within and aionnd 
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Oen, h li to tbe Btitiih tlwnneltei Uwt Ihe mtM 

■nd the fame belong. 

THE DAYS or ALFRED. 
Alia ■ dkipsl lipte of aeuij loiu oBntnnaa. tbe 
rrign of the icmmei Alfred brangbt, waapg nwn; 
bletungi, tbe reiUinitioii of Lcmdoii to it* ferawc 
gteuocM and pnMfwrit;.— HanDg, A. D.B84, free4 
tbe kipgdom fiom Ihv DiiD'uh joke, he g»ie diiectiiM* 
for rebvilding tbe dcmlitcd cilia ; and of Uieie, ugae 
rhinwul of rec«Ted a laigei ihirs □( hii beneScimt 
patroaa^ Ibao XdtuliMi. Ha repaired and slnui^- 
en<d ill wall* ; he prevailed oa Ihe iubabitanu. wboae 
hmuabtd hilbeito conueted almDitirholljr of wood- 
lbs aanae ot repeated amSagnliaaM, l« lebuild iaaD<r 
of IfaBiB of bikik and ttaiK ; be piaiaiited them with 
modde of nHicfaaut •hipt, that unmld botii am brtter 
aud catij larger eargoei than Ihoia of fannet timei ; 
ud be bud down the plan of that exceUeat ajaten of 
nanidpal goreroDest which, witk Tarioua inodifica- 
tlona and impioveineiiti, inbiiiU to Ibe present daj. 
With anch aids aad eDcouragementi, tbe nooration 
al Loadon proceeded ao rapidly, and the >[dril of It* 
citueiu no BDch rtvited, that Datwitbataadiag an ac- 
cidental fire in 893, which occaiioned Ter; eooiider- 
able injuTj, it waa in a fen yean in a cooditian, tar 
Ibe Snt time aince the departare of (be Romani, not 
only to defend itself agaimt inruion, hot to go forth 
■nd meet tbe isTadera. In 895, when a pndaloij 
party of the Dane), undei tbe conunaod of Hniting*, 
encouraged by the idieeDCC of Alfred from big capita], 
bad adranced ai &i as Beamfiele, the garrlHHl of 






LONDON. 31 

iMadwi, . jcdned by ■ bodj of gtUlHit'cilimii who 
ognf J Tolnnlecnd Ukit Mrricei, ornt out and sm- 
priml the CBemj in their camp, cnl all who oppowd 
tbem to piece), bxdi b grnt muy prisonen, and 
" apoiM the spoiJers." — When i^in, in B96, ano- 
Ifaer body of the Dinea had wiled np the river Lea 
to Ware, and posted IbemselTca in a strong pojilioQ 
between that place and Uertfoid, Alfred, at tite bead 
«f bis gntefUl and. intn|»d citiieni. marched fram 
Iicadoa, attained the eaemy in their iiitfen<^menlt, 
■od coBpelled tbem to flj it ail points. 



THE DANISH CONQUEST. 



In 994, abnnt one century after the rt 
Loodon bj Alfred, dufing all wbicb time it coatinoiid 
to increase in strcnglb and opotence, tlw kings of 
Denmark and Nramj, at the bead ct a nameniDs 
fleet and anny, sailed np the Thames, with the hope 
of reducing tlie city to their power. The reins of 
Ibe Saion gorerament wne at tliis moment in the 
bands of the feeble and dastardly Ethehed II. and the 
eitiMDi of London were left nnassisled to the drfence 
of their own walls. So btavely, howeier, did they 
dtfaod tbem, that the enemy were repeatedly re- 
luilsed wllb great Ion, and finally obliged to raise the 
aieee. The Danes, though ouable to make them- 
fClTcs masters of London, ceased not to harass emy 
Other part of tiie countiy with tbeir iocuruons ; till, 
weajy of resislnnEe, Ethetred abdicated bis throoe, 
and retired ioUi Nonnaody, A. D. 1013. London, 
tbns abaadoiud, was at length compelled to open ber 
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gilei ; mud with bei tbe wlieh of EigUiid iDbmhled 

to lite letftie of 8wtjD, king of Demnrk, 

On Ifae ■cceuioD of Cuiutc, lbs son of Swejii, to 
tbe IhraiK, tbe citizeiu of London joined in the ge- 
aenl eSiitt mMJe bj the Saiona, under tbe lm*e 
Edmnnd Iraniide, the Km of Elbelied, to throw off 
the Dulih jake. — For a time the euteqirue Rtve 
piomlie of a gloiioiu toamph. Canute ma obliged 
to abandoa the capital to hi* lital, and, in 1016, 
Edmnnd Innuide wu in London ciowDad king of 
England. Three tJmei in the conno of that jtn 
Canute retarned and la[d siege to it, but «m u often 
tepulied nrilh great lou. The contending princei, 
finding at length that theit forcei were too eqaally ba- 
lanced, to give either a hope of tale dominion, entered 
into an agreement for a diililon of territory; but 
•eaicel; bad thii Gompromise been made, obea the 
■uaulnation of Oie gallant Edmund, b; hit perfidiona 
relation Edric Streon, depriring the Saxoni of a 
leader, left Canute MiTeceign of all England. 

KING CANUTE. 
Hlaloiiani ba*e leineHmled Canute aa filled with 
mentmont aguut London, for the itiennou* rcilit- 
■nce which it made to hia pietenilou, and it) pene- 
ming attaohmtnt to the Saxon tine. Of ■ tu itf 
MftOOL Saion, which he inpoKd on the whole eooti- 
Uj, tbe portion for which he nueued London waa 
neailj on»eighlh ; and it ii to Ai* we aie referred 
aa a proof of the weight with which hii Tengeance 
fall upon thii dEToled citj. It leenu to us a great 
deal more piolmble, that one-eighth wti onlj (he 
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fair prapgttioD which Ibe weallb of Loadon then boM 
lo th>t of tlie rut of Ae kingdom ; for u jet agri- 
cattnre liid nude but uimU piogmi in tbc inUnd 
cODDlin ; there were few oi no niuiaficnueJ ) Ibe 
bowels of the eattii had tcirce]; begun to pour Ibilli 
Iheirminerd treunre* ; and wbalerer praStcoold be de- 
rived from coiDmenc with foreign oatiopi, wu slmoit 
wholly absorbed bj the merchinti of the Thjuno. 
Cauitte wa> too high minded to cherlih in ungene- 
nmi recollection ; too wise, had it been otbeiwise, 
to satiate his leveago hj the oppression of a 
people whom he wished to attach to his dominlan. 
He proved, in fjict, a beneficent conqueror. He 
Cslablished order and tranquilli^ throughout Iba 
coonby ; and was, perhaps, the fint of our pnncei 
who was at tlie pains to protect his (objects in Uieu 
coDiinercial intercourse with Foreign states, b; treaties 
wlich had this alone for (heir ohJecL A letter which 
WiUitim of Malmesburj lias pnserred, (I. t. e. 11,) 
writtea bj Canute lo bis regent in England, when he 
was on a pilgrimage to Rome, shows a aolicilnde on 
this bewl which does immortal honour to bis laemory. 
" I have conrersed," he lajs, " with the pope, the 
eiaperoi, ami all (he princes whom I found here, (e- 
■pectjng the giieraaces imposed on m; aubjecti, 
whelbei English or Danes, on visiting their sereraJ 
slates ; and have insittid thai ui future they shall be 
treated more faroniBblj, and eiempled from the tolls 
and exactlDDs of various kinds, with vihich iitty hmt 
*«ta hUherta harmted. Tlie emperor, king Rodol- 
phua, and the other sovcieigns, have accordinglj 
listened to mj Femonstiances, and baic assured nte 
that henceforth no labject of mine, whether merchaul 
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wr pilgrim, pauing throogh their terriMrin, (had 

men witb uij obiDuction, or be made liable lo tbe 
pigment of any impod wJUtancr." 

EDWABD THE CONFB380B. 
Aflei the death of Hardicanate, tbe third and lut 
prince of the Danish line, tlie natioa called to tlie 
throne a prince of tbe race of AJfred. in the person 
of Ednrd tbe Cenfeuor. Hie privileges of London, 
itbich seem to hare rested hitherto altogeth^ upon 
usage and tiaditlon, received from Edward tljcii fin( 
■tatulary recogni&n; Iwt what these privileges 
were does not distinctly appear. In the Speculnm, 
one of the oUest ncoids " da mttipii U^biu, liber- 
tatUtKi, et ccniMhuKnibiu civil. Lotid.," there b ■ 
great deal of romance about the privileges of Londoa 
being " artei tbe manner of old great Tro;." The 
only cettaJD fact we are ^le to collect from it ii, 
that London poisessed from IJme immemorial a right 
of conferring liberty on inch slaves or vassals as 
sboold reside for a year and day within the city un- 
claimed by their lords; and that this was among 
tbe ri^ts coi^nned 'in general terms by Edwal^.., 
The city was from this circumstance called ClieAWi' 
Chamber of tht KiT^giffEtigiand ; inasmuch as a slave 
so emancipated might ever ailerwards " as freely and 
securely tarry there, b» if ha were in the house or 
chamber of the king." The value of such a privilege, 
at a time when the feudal system held all the rest oT 
the kingdom in slavery, is beyond all calcolalion. It 
presented lo the people at large the first chance of 
obtaining libra^ through some other meaiu than the 
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bencvolcDt capricei of their feadktor; lorda ; it nuite 
LnndoD, to the nit of England, neaTl; wbal Englud 
hu iiDce become to all the worid beude— the only 
■pot, to toocb which ii to be fiee. Proud ii the db- 
tntction which Landos Aos eujo;!, of hftrfaig been 
tbe naner; of Biidsh liberty 1 A diitinctiDii only 
eqoalled by wtothei, to which London hu no lea 
■ claim, that of being for agri the chief itronghold 
of that liberty which she nnned and icated. So 
joitly hare tbe citiiuu appreciated a blcMing, which 
for a long time they alnuwt ncliurrely enjoyed, that 
Ibrre are injtancct opon recon] of individaab baTing 
been degraded from the rank of tuliuma, goleJy be- 
caoKi forgetUng the freedam to which they had been 
niaed, they bad detceadtd to bald ■» villiump land* 
witiiont tbe limit* of the city. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NOEMANS. 

William the Norman, to whom popular fame hM 
giren the title of Conqueror, wa* not more to, per- 
haps, than William tbe Third, whom we ityle oar 
Driiverei. He came over, like tbe Piince of Orange, 
at tbe head of an armed force ; but, like him too, it 
wa* to Bsiert a cUim which he poiseued in virtue of 
bmily conneiion. His Gist step in England wa* 
over die dead bodies of her sobs ; bot they were tile 
bodies of those who fooght Tdi king Harold, a prince 
wfw was a* much'of an nsnrpci as James the Second 
was of a lyranl. Jt was not by force of arms, but 
by treaty and compact, that VVilliam advanced to the 
DOW vacant throne. The Citizens of London, like tbe 
Hen of Eenl, agreed to receive William for Ihdt 

vol.. ..J 
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kipg ; but il was with Bmu in tbeir hatidi, uid wllti 
spirit to luc them if tfaej had be«n so ioclioed.— 
Tbit the Nora»n> <1iDu]d abuse (be influence which 
they Bcqnlied b; the elsvitioD of (heii chief 1o the 
tblone of EnglBBcJ, was an event which might have 
been rOBsaaahl; anticipated ; but let ua not confoond 
nant of pmdeDce with iraiit of cenra^. When 
England wsi more than sii hundred ;eus alder, and ' 
wished to get lid of (be Duleh guards, who helped 
the Funce of Ontoge to the throne ; such even at 
that period we>e tlie chances of repentance, that 
Winiam could >b;,' in the bittemeu of his heart, 
" Had 1 a son, that gaardi skouH not jnit me." 



The coitditions on wbieli the citizens of Loudon 
conseiited to William's asauniptlai) of the cionn, 
fbcmed the snhject of a written chatter, tbe Gtst tbej 
eter possessed. It is still prescred lunong the cit^ 
■tchirei, and conaiits of only foiu lines, on a bit of 
patch meut idi inches long aod one broad. The fol- 
lowing is a literal translation of this lalereiting docu- 

" William the Ving grateth WHiiajn the bithop and 
Gm^ty the portrta, and all the burgisiet milhin 
LmdrnttfritiMi, A»d I atpiaint gau, that I wiil that 
yt bt all there (aw-uwitby, ru ye aen in Icing Edward'i 
dayt. And I icilt that evny child be hiefathtr'i har, 
after Ait/otAer'i dayt. And I will not tvffer that any 
man da goa wrong, God fmtrei yau." 
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To be low-wirrlAir appears to have mcKBt, Aat tbef 
ifaogid. In all caws of dbpated right or alleged ciime, 
be entitled to a legal trial ; that Ihej should not, like 
men who itill remamed in a state of vassalage, be 
liable, in their persons or possesfdous, to arbitrkiy role. 
Thai " every child $hinild be hit/ather'i heir," in. 
sored tba descent of property to the heirs of those 
wba acqnired it ; an important prinlege, far there 
were still anmbcrs who held their lands and goods at 
the will of the feudal lords, and could oerei be iDfe 
of learing aoj part of tiie fruits of their industry to 
their posterity. 

We bare before noticed, among the laws or costoina 
of King Edward's days, referred to in this charter, 
tii»t most important one of conferring freedom on 
etery tuibI or slave who conld accomptish a leridenee 
of B year and day within the eily, anclaimed fay 
his lord. William not only GonGnned this privilege 
to the City of Londui, bnl he extended it to all otbef 
dtiea and wdtcd towns thronghout the kingdom, and 
by Ibc establishment of so many free asyloms did 
piobabf J more to accelerate the down&ll of the fen- 
da] tyranny, ^an ail the nilueqDent oppresdons of 
the NDTTDini contribnted to retatd it. 



DECL&&ATORY CHARTER OF HENRY I. 
The lint citcoiDstintial detul of the rights of the 
(Slj of London »aa contuned in a Charter of Con- 
innation, granted by William's son, Henry the First. 
SoBe of these have in the coarse of time been con- 
aidmbly modified i such as the exemption of lite 
ciliuoi fiom going (from bemg Migtd U go) to war 
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(xUhM MniH /ociai btlbaii) ; thor fieedoa fiMD all 
tolli, dutia, and ctutomi, tbnin{^ut the icain ; and 
tb« piifilcge oT hoadiig in Chiltns, MUdlCMi, *n) 

Sane;, now uinuallj compounded foi bj ■ daj's 
JMie kt Epping. Otlien again have been toat cb- 
IJkI; ; particulvl; a ri^t □( lumiDar; eieculian 
■gainil Um gooda of dcbion without the walls : bat 
the dtiimi have iiill, ai ii decJared in thii chat- 
ter, the right of electing their own iheriffs and 
niagiMiatei, and of being anMoable only to coutti 
beld within the walli— for the nile, which ii to 
thii dny obmiTcd by the King'i Courti of holding 
littingi in each term at Guildhall far tht City rf 
LondM, i* bat ihi practical remit of thii prinlege} 
and Ihej are itill eiempted from haiing (otdicra, or 
any of " the hing'i tiTcrj," qnaitered upon Ibem. 
A itout iheriff of the city, named John de Caiuton, 
once reuBledi by firrct if amu, an attempt to ioTade 
thii lut pririlege Kithin the verge of the Tower, m 
the time of Edviaid the Second ; and on being pro- 
■eciiled for thii contempt, ai it wai called, of the 
king's authority, was brought in "faultg in nothii^." 
It ii deserviug of remark, that Uu> declaratory 
charter niakes no mention of the rights of inheritance 
and of conferring freedom, recogniied by the charter 
of Wiliiaro the First; and the otnitiion can only be 
explained by the loppoiition, that they had by thii 
time become matters of auch notoriety and necesiilj. 
ai not to be reckoned among those righli which stood 
In need of conlirmation. The omiuion was not, how- 
e<eT, without ita prejudicial coniequences; for it gave 
occauon in the teign of Henry the Sixth lo a writ of 
taqmunui, isioed far the eipreu purpote of ascet- 
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tti^ug on what groanil the City of LoDdoD (dalmed 
the priitl^ or emanoipaltiig miBDU and oatira, 
" tMLTTjiag ttere lor a yeai and a daj." The Rtam 
vluch Oui totd-iDijsi and aldermeB made to tbii 
writ sbewed, go nti^ctHilj, that both London and alt 
other walled citiea and Iowbi bow poMeiBed this right, 
that it wai again K>lemtily rec<^iied and cmCnned 
by the king. 

ANNEXATION TO LONDON OF THE 
SHERIFFALTY OF MIDDLESEX. 
Henry the Knt, in tha MUne charter by which be 
declared and conQnucd the priiilegea of th« citiietM 
of London, conferrsd on tfaem, Eoi en aaBuat rent of 
iOOL to be paid to liit OnLJeily and hii hein fat era*, 
(be jMrpetoal iheiiflUty of MiddlcKi. Consdeiing 
the low pricei of proviaioos at Ibi) period, it would 
aeem that they paid dear for tbe acqoiailion. For 
inch wea the pmipeioui ttate of the cDiutiy during 
Iheingn of Hemy the Fint, titit Com, tafficirDlbra 
day's conmmptioD of one hundred peruiTu, coold be 
poiEbaied for the HDail nitn of one «>uUJag ; and a 
pntof wino wag gold atlhelsTenu for a penny, vith 
bread ibr nothing ! The prices of tlieae ar&Ies have 
•Ince iacteand at least fbrty-foM, to that three hnn- 
dred ponndi, paid by the City of lymdon in the tiaie 
sf Henry the Fint for the priiilege of giving theriS^ 
to (be coonty of Middlesex, ware equal to nol leu than 
tnlTe tbonaand ponnda at the present day. The privi- 
lege wai by no meani, howerer, a udminat one, though 
extiaTagantly pud for. The internal gavemment of 
w large and increaung a mebopolis ai London, 
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could ncTei bKTe.beeu well admukutered withoat 
il. Alreadj bad il suSered Kverely froni tbe cue 
vitfi which offeDders coald eKipe from the jufiidic- 
tiou of its DMgUtntei faito (he mljoiiUDg coantj of 
ICiddtesex ; vxd it vu to remedy thi» griemice, that 
the citiieni were now content to p»j the price of a 
principilitj, to anite the powen of theihrrifFiltiesof 
London Hnd Uiddleiei in two freemen of tfarirown 



ADVANCEMENT UNDER RICHARD I. 

The reign of Richard the First, though not one 
of glory or prosperity to England, cannot be uid to 
faaie been pioductlie of much positive barni. He 
scattered chartera among his lubjecls, in order to 
laise the means of pniiuing his schemes of aduentore 
in foreign lands ; but thej were charters of liberty. 
He left bii people to a great measure to shift tot 
themselves ; but the eril consequences of ioterining 
Utile with the pursuits of an industrious nation, do 
not appeal to have been enormous. When the chi- 
valroas knight-errantry of Richard had leimioaled 
in an Austrian dungeon, London was botii able and 
generously forward to contribute largely to hit ran- 
som ; and on his return from captivity, soch wai the 
dvic magnificence with which be was received in his 
utcienl capital, that a German nobleraan, who at- 
tended RCcbard to England, was constrained to ob- 
serve, that " had his master, the emperor, been awate 
of the wealth of the King of England's subjects, be 
would have demanded a fir higher sum fur his Te> 
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Klebud «u not nnmiiiiUbl of.tfaa lojil amvia 
which London rendered on Ihii occuion. He gnnted 
thecitizeiu ■ coufiimation of all Iheir tigbia uid pri- 
Tilegei, inch u tbey eiiited in " the freeat Mid 
bett" period! of then- biitoTj, mud he futher COD- 
iansd upoD them the Conservalonhip of Ae nnx 
Tbune*, wid tlie poirecof Gusg ■ lUndud of weigLli 
n for the whole lealoi. 



For Kien] cenluriu after the foundation of Lon- 
doD, the ipMce wliich is now covered bj the aistet 
citf of WatmuHter conusted of ■ imall iilimd, 
called TWiuHf, in conwqnence, >aj> Stowe. of iti 
being" ■ place iivelgniwii irith thorns, and eoviroiied 
with wateu." HeiR, according to monkith chionicles, 
then ancientlj stood a headieD temple of Apollo, 
oDtof the luiu of which Sebert, King of the East 
aaiODi.aftet hisconTeriioD to Chriitianitj A.D. 61), 
elected a chnrch, wbich be dedicated to SL Fetei, 
Hid which fonng the east angle of what is now called 
Wealminilei Abbe;. Sir Cbiistopher Wren, how- 
eter, conid not discorer in (be material! of this struc- 
ture the leait trace of Healhen ot Rotnao art ; and it 
ia to be (eared, therefore, that the aulbois of the 
legeod haie but placed, after a plaorible muiner, 
wiA OUT ciEdolit;, in dciccibing tlus monument of 
Qiristian wonhip oi rising on the ruins of Pagan 
fupentitiou. The church oFSt.' Peter's was cettaiuly 
one of the earlieit architectural monuments of the 
introduction of Chriitianit; into Britain ; but it wu 
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tn all prababllit; not etectcd till >Rer the pTiactptJ - 
Rhb«Idi of llm Roman power bad been swept hub; 
■aiidtt the futiaui ilniggieB, whicb ended In the sub- 
■enion of BriUia to th« Suoni. 

When the Due> begao, in tbeir (urn, to contend 
for muter; with IbeSuofu, the chaich of St. Peter's 
nSered leTsrely from their derattations ; sod but 
tm the pietj of Edgu the Feaceabie, who repaired 
it in 958, and, at the nnn tune, erected it into a mo- 
DUlic eitabluhment, it might not have loiTiied the 
downfall of the Saxon djiuatj. From ita ntuation 
to the westvaid of LoDdoa, it was now caUeil (in 
Monkiifa lMin)Walmoaatltrwvi, and hence the ma- 
dera name of Wattaimttr. 

On the tempotar; restoration of the Saian dynaatjr 
in the penon of Edward the Confestor, Wejtminster 
waa one of the few places to nhich that erent pruied 
anspicioui. By the penilentiarj laboois of this 
tceptred monk, the abbey was enlarged into that 
magniGcoiit fabric which, embellished by Sir Christo- 
pher nren, now itands the admiration of the worjd ; 
and neat to it be erected a palace (on the site sincd 
called Old Palace Yard) which, though now no more, 
made Weatminater ttie seat of royaltj, ai well as Ot 
ecclesiastical splendour. 

The conrls of law and pailiament necessarily at- 
tached themselves to the spot where our kings re- 
sided ; and contribnled, in a very material degree, to 
raise Westminster to dignity and importance. 

In ItST, Henry III. granted to the Abbot and 
ConTenl of Westminster the prifilege of huldiog a 
market and fail, for the space of forty days ; and in 
135S,the town had so mach mcreased, that WestmiD- 
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■ler.wMooeof ^ Ud places where, by nctof pvlU- 
OMiil, the slaple of wool wu lo be peTpetaiU; heM. 

An order of conndl wu piued in the enming year 
(1353), wbich impowd adotj on ereij pMk of wool, 
W well M all ottaei good], " carried eilber by land ol 
water to the staple of Weitmiailer ;" " for the pqr- 
poaeof lepairing the higfawa; leading from the gale of 
London, called Temple Bar, to tlie gate of the A bbey 
at WeatiDiDalei." Ilia evident from thiirecaid, that 
LondonandWestiaiuiterirere then regarded aidUtinct 
towni ; but it would be, pnhapi, too much to inferi 
that " the highway" between them, " now the noble 
itreet, called the Strand, wai not then bnilt npoD, 
bat waa a mere country road, having, haweTcr, many 
noblenien'iaad gentlemen'i honKS and gardens ad- 
joming to it," &c. (Hiighion, id1. i. p. 78.) For we 
learn, from the tame order of connEil, thai the cinaa 
of the impost wai, the " highway being, by the fre- 
qnent passing of carta and hones, carrying merchan- 
dize and provisoni to the said slaple, become ao deep 
and miry^ and thepavtment so broken and worn, aslo 
be very dangeroDi both lo men end carriages;" and 
we ^rther find, that it was oiduned, that •■ all owners 
of houses, adjacent lo tbe highway, should repair aa 
mgcb aa lay befari lAnr doors," — It seems pretty 
dear from these pails of the edict, that eien at this 
esily period the buildings of hotheities had' extended 
considerably beyond their respective gates, along tbe 
line of tbe highway between them ; although proba- 
bly the; did not reach on either side as far as Cha- 
TiBg Cross, which is supposed to hare deriied its 
naioe from a village, called Charing, which anciently 
stood midway between I/mdoB and Westminster. 
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Tbe privilege •rblch Wealnilulet p(»«uecl, of. 
holding a fur for forty dsjs CTerj year, wis fenced 
with 1 probibilory cianse, b; wbicb, during all Ihst 
time, no itlw were permitted, cither in Ijondon or in 
■oj oftheplue* adjacent. Aa tiade and papulatioD 
increased, the evil conieqaences of ihia monopolT' 
came to he Terj leverely feJt bj the citiiens of 
London. Tbe corporatioD, therefore, opened a ne- 
gociition with the Abbot, for the redemption of tbia 
part of their priTilege. and found him so well dispoied 
to prefer a preient good to ajl prospective adTtuitagei. 
that for tbe sum of 8,0001. he abandoned the right to 
afair altogether. B; tiiii stroke ofprinati; capidily, 
Weatminster, which had been risntg faat iu coiu< 
mercial impoitance, was aJmost entirely cut off 
from this soaice of ptoaperity, and left to depend in 
fblDre, chiefly, npon those advantage! which it de- 
rived from being the reiideoce of llie court. The 
Genius of Trade took its leave of ber for ever ; and 
Fashion became hencefoilb the tutelary deity of 
Westminster. 

On tbe general snppression of the monasteries by 
Heniy the Eighib, that of Westminster was converted 
into a bishopric ; but in 1550 the bishopric of West- 
minster merged in that a! Nomicb. It was thi> 
temporary poueision of a mitre which conferred on 
Westminster the rank of a city; and though the 
mitre is gone, the popuJar v<Hce, inclining always to 
reason in its deciuous, has refused to give an Inferioi 
title to a place, which, though no longer a bishop's 
see, ia the seat of supreme power bath in church and ' 

Since that period, Westminster has spread so ei- 



kenwl; on «!J lides, and become to interlaced with 
London, that the two citiea bare lost etcij eitemal 
mack of lepanition (TempJe Bac alo^E exqeptfi), 
and with tbeir respective precincts, and tbe butougb 
of SoQlhwark, now conslitule what, in popular laO' 
guagi?, it called (be Bsitibb MsTBoruLis. 

THE GAEAT CHARTER. 
On (he Bcceinan of King John to the throne, tbe 
eitlieo* of London paid three thousand mai^a to bim 
lor ■ conErmalioD of Ibeit liberties.—" It iIibII be 
deliveted to Ihem," laid the cojal mandate, ■' on 
thew (emi, thai if the; will give those 3000 luaika 
tbay shall have the charter ; bnl if nol, they ihall nut 
have it." On the field of Runnymede, this merce- 
narj t^ittnt was anerwaids content to give them wfaqt 
Ihej pleaied, on their own term!. The genera] it- 
■ialance which produced that glorious dedaration of 
the rights of Engtiahmen, Magna Charta, had its first 
riie nndec the citj banner. Tbe castellan and 
■landard beaier of London, at this period, was 
Babert Fitzwalter, a gatlant knight of Nomao 
descent, and lord of Barnard's Castle, an ancient 
and princelj fabric, from which one of the ward* 
of the city, derived its name. This knight had a 
daoghter, called Matilda the Fair, whose beauty 
alliBcted the admiration of the king. John came not, 
however, as an honorahle suitor, and when his propo- 
Mb were repelled witii indignation, he threatened to 
have Kconrse ta violence. FitEwalter appealed to 
his brother bafons, to aid hioi in protecting Ilia child 
from tbe polluting grasp of the tyrant. With bono- 
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nble alMritr *^J obeyed the call ; ud fnm the 
UtUHDcnti of Bajnsld's Cutle, the dty bauui 
irared defitoce to aggieauao. Jt^n, whom a con- 
tinued Kiiea of misdeedi had deprived of atl ravooi 
njtli his rabjectg, wu nnable to muilei (t force suffi- 
cient to cope with lo formidable an oppo^tion ; and 
jieJding celnctaatl; to tbe neceasily of bis siluation, 
be affected to bave abaoduned all design againtt Ihe 
honour of Fitiwiltrr's familj, and b; Ibe stroageit 
aunrances of respect for Ibe righliof tbe barons, pre- 
vailed with Ibem (□ disperse tbeii forces. No sooner, 
haoerei, did he find himielf alone in the field, than 
he Tiolaled erery promise ho had made. Taking 
FitxwaZter by suq^riaei be compelled him to fly the 
GoDDtiy-, raied hit cutle of Biynaid lo the gronnd j 
and when tbe onfortanate Matilda, whom her father, 
in bis sadden flight, had been forced to leave Ijehind 
him, still rcNited all liia entreatiei, he is >aid to hsve 
destroyed by poison that beauty which he could not 
enjoy. The day of retribuUon at length arrived. — 
Fitiwaltei had taken refuge in France, and fought on 
the side of the French in their battles with the En- 
glish nnder King John. During the truce which took 
place in 1S14, an Engliih knight rode into the 
apace between the two armies, and challenged any- 
one of the opposite side to a ttiai of piowesg. 
Ktiwalter, moonted on a noble charger, instuittj 
came forth to accept the challenge, and at the 
dnt Bonrse struck both Ihe Engliib champion Mid 
his bone lo the ground. John, admiring Ihe gallantry 
of the stranger, warmly exclaimed, " He were a 
king, indeed, who bad such a knighL" Fitiwalter 
had been i«cogniied by some old friends in the Ea~ 
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cliili csmp, and on heariDg this obsurvation {ram 
Johp, the; kneeled donn, snd said, " Ma; it pUaM 
jour majest;, he is yoat omt knighi; it ia Bobett 
Filzwaltec." John, repenting the iDJoti) he bad done 
lothe gallant knight, Deildtjejfected a recaociliition 
witli Um, and publiclj reatored to him all the poi- 
■easloos of which he had been lo uDJustlj drpriyed, 
Filiwalter, hovfever, returned to England onlj to 
find new cause, in common with hU fellow citiient. 
Id delEst tlie aibitcary'iule of John ; and we accord- 
bgij behold him again a leader againit the king, in 
that patriotic struggle which obtained for England 
Ae Great Charter of its libertj. By the (biileeuth 
article of this charter it it specially proTided, " That 
tbe City of London, and all other cities, hurgbs, and 
towns, and porti of the liingdoin, fhall enjoy all 
their free cnstoms both by land and water." 

Of the mililMJ importance of the citizens of Lon- 
don about this period, contemporary writers gite us 
a very high idea. Althnugb eiempted by their char- 
ters from " going to war," they appear to have been 
natuially of so martial atemperBnienl,andio forward 
in the aaieition of Iheh rights, eien at tbe point of 
the sword, that William of Malmesbury auurei ns, 
^j " ihewed at a muster 30,UOO amed horsemen, 
and 40,000 footmen, serriceable for Ihe wars." In 
this number, however, were doubtlast included the 
followers of many noblemen and chieb. who resided 
in the city, or wba, from varioos causes, considerad 
themselves identified with it ; for so large a qnoia is 
wholly incompatible with every account we have of 
the ancient population of London. 

Speaking of the commercial prosperity lo which 

roi...] 
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Lotidaa bad now rekcbed, the nina mitn deacribm 
il u " k noble city, ledowned for the opileiuM of bei 
dtiicoi, and cronded with tlie muduuib wbo reMirt 
diilher with their rarioiu comraoditieh" Com >*m 
e of the Ronuu, ifaeir chief article 
" the; bad theii granariei alwayii 
filed, whence all parti of the kiogdom were lop- 
plied." 

EARLY WEALTH AND LUXURY. 

The cammeBCBineat ol the reign of John'i lae- 
G«Mor, Henry the Third, pftonlg n* with a my 
■triking diiplaj of the wealth for which the citiMm 
•f LoDdon weie now, tbate all other cUnet of their 
fellow aobjecti, dlilingniihed. 

When it wa* known, tiwt QoeeB Eleamx wu ts 
■ids throa^ the city to be crowDed at WeMmiBiler, 
the chief citiaeiUi to the nnmbu of thiee htindred 
and uxtj, preceded by a band of Irampelen, went 
tml to iralcome her m^jeity. They were all clothed 
in nlken gatmenti, richly enbioidend with goM-; 
and moonled on botaes, most iplendidly capariaosed. 
Erety man boie a cup of gold or ul*ct in hii hand ; 
and having joiaed in the royal titia, thaie three hun- 
dred and aixly cup-bearen lervedtlie wine, ai bnden, 
at the coronation of tier majeity. 

The prodigally and miirale of Henry the Third 
Man deatioyed that cordiality wlikh, at 9nt, inb- 
lilted between bim and the city. When, howerer, 
liii necoatitiei became ao great, that he wai obliged 
to pawn the crown jewels for an immediate lupply, 
it wai to the diiieni he wai IbiEcd to bave retourn. 
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iiBp7 tfaal tie; ibouM iccepi ■ pledge which it 
mt ignoiuRieu in him (o gi<e, he puiiroatelj ai- 
dalBMd, " Were Ibe treuoMs of Aagnitiu Cbmt 
•■poMd to uk, the atj would haj Ibem. Tbaas 
iellowa, who oil themtehei buaiu, ue wallowiiig la 
wwltfa wul em; speciei of Itauiy, ohllet we libonf 
under the vibI of commoD aectataata." Had Hbbij 
acted the part of a juit or prndeat prince, he mnld 
probably ha*e bad as little occaiion to doubt tbe 
geoennil; ■■ the abillt; of the citiieni of London. 
What be accounted & mcanneu in them, wai but an 
act of patriotic diacietkm ; for there can be littledoabt 
Ibat had not the enwn jewels of England been kept 
in Eogliih hindi, (he; would hwe fomid tbur waj 
to the more naoal aDnej-lenden of thoae da;*, the 
Bwgben of Antwerp, o( Jen of AmtterdaiB. 

When tbe citisen) had to deal with princea, not 
cnbAnaoed thiougb tbeir penooal folliei, bat in- 
pombhed by hmiourabte enterprise* fbr tbdr conn- 
by'i benefit or Muown, the; stayed not for pledges U> 
•dminiitet nunt liberally to tbeir wanti. They prs- 
■ealed tbe hero of Crescy with a free ^ft of twenty 
Iboannd marki, to putaaa bi« honoorable warfare in 
France ; and their mayor, the celebrated Wbittinglon, 
at an entertainmeiit ^nn at Guildhall to the hero of 
A^nconrt, threw Inlo a fire of i[nces bondi wbidi 
be bdd ftom that monaicb, for money adnncMi, to 
it of no lew than liity thoutand ponndt I 
t be allowed, indeed, Ihat alihoDgh tta 
' I^mdoD were oecaiionally thui libeml (<t 
aoreretgna, tbeie wm, in general, a condderabls 
e between the dly and tfie conil, on 
i Kore «( mUMy traniactiana. London, wbioh is 
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non lite mart Tor loans (o all ihe powers and polen- 
tales of (lie known wnrld, seems o( oM to have had 
nnBlmoit inmrniDiintable antipathy to all pecuniar; 
bargaJDi concluded with the pen in one hand, and 
the sword in the other, Even till as late a petiod as 
the reign of Elinabeth, our soTetei){n5 were obliged to 
ha>e recoorse to the nietchants of Antwerp for such 
loan) as the; required ; and though the citizens of 
London often became securit; for these loans, because 
without it lliej could not have been obtained, the; 
could nercr be induced, eicept as in the case of 
Henr; the Third, when the jeweh of the crown were 
to be iSTCd, to become themselves the lenders. Can 
an; one be in donbt as to the reason ! NolwithiUind- 
ing all the charters, and confirmalJons of cliarlers, 
granted bj the soverdgns of England to their sub- 
jects — property was still insecure. A king of Eng- 
land might still den; to his own subjects that Jasticc, 
which he would not, or durst not, deny to Uiose of 
anotlier; nnd the citizens of Antwerp, making com- 
mon cause with all citizens, would natural!; be disposed 
to push kings to the utmost, before they harassed a 
plebeian luret; for pa;ment. The first coDsiderabiD 
loan, effected in England, solely on the personal se- 
curity of an English monarch, was negotiated by 
Sir Thomas Gresham, in behalf oF Qoeen Dizabeth ; 
■ud Ibis fact we may regard as a certain indication, 
that her government approached nearer io one of 
order and Ian; than an; whicli England had ever 
known since the days of Alfred. Her majesty paid 
the inleiest of the loan regularly, until she was in a 
situatiun to discharge the principal ; and it has been 
ever since found, that it is only necessary to objerYO 
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liw ume limple iii)e of lionealy, to find &t home, and 
n London iDelf, wlutcTet aid (he eiigeocici of Ibe 
pablic lemce reqaire. 

Tbe opoJence of the cltUdu of the olden Ume m« 
w no initaoce more Inudably ditplayed, thut in doing 
hooosr to luch iUasUioui itrangeu, *■ Eriendihip to 
ttw monaicbt or tbe chancei of wai, broagbt to Eag< 
laud. Id 1969, Henrj Pictti, vbo bad wme jean 
before lerred the office of Lord Major, gnve ■ tplen- 
did enterlaiiuiKnt, at hit hanse in Cheapiide, to King 
Edwud the lliiid. King John of France, King DaWd 
d' ScoUiind, ud the King of Cjprai; an honliar 
neb u nocitizenerer before enjoyed. 

Among the citiidu themselTes, there appean to 
hare been ■ coulant nislij in lumptnoni and a»tJ j 
Eitng. A diih fit for an alderman, in thoie daji, 
wbile tur.lle 'u a* yet nnknown, waa one of eeli, ao 
toacioiiily dieited, aa to coil about G(c ponndi, 
equal to at leait eighty pounds of our prcHnt mane; 
(FitMlapben). At the annual Spitlal feMl, the cost 
to the •heiiffi, fbi wlna alone, wu, about the nuddle 
of the lixteenth century, 600t. ; >o, that lopponng 
tbe gneiti to have drank of Halnuej onlj, whieb, 
tbpngh the molt choice wine of that peiiod, coit na 
more Ibaa one ihilling a gallon, there mmt bare iwen 
emptied, on thit occaaon, tbe incredible nnmber of 
bity'cigbt tbouiand bottlei ! 

"nie eipenae of feailing became, at IcKgib, u 
euesnTe, that in 1554 tbe corporation found it ne- 
eeaufy to pau a b;e-law to reitraiu it. " So huge 
and great," laji thia cuiiout document, had " the 
ebaiget of the majoralt; and shrireBlt;" becoma 
thioa^ thia meani, " thai almo«t all good citiien* 
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flic uid refnie lo lerve in tbU bonoiabte eJtj, onlj' 
li«c«uie of the great ucen and chvgoble fare and 
diet, uied in ihe time of iheuid office!." To teroedy 
ttaii grieTsncr, it iras ordained . tbit na ibbjot, in 
sheriff, or aldartDan, or comnioner, ahould have at 
diniMr or sapper more cOBimthan one, and act move 
dUbn at one coune than ni, whether hot or coM. 
3oiDe cnriiHii reaerritioni, hcnreTcr, fallow, whi^ 
■bow, on the put of the corporation, a prndent cue 
to loften, u mach ai poaaihJe, the hardihip of this 
IhnitntiDn. It ia provided, that " one or two of the 
same tin diibfi maj come to the boird hot, u a ri- 
uurd, if they wiH, aftrr the fin)! three or liTe are 
■erred.'' It ii firtber ■pecially declared, that oaitber 
brawn, noicollopi with eg|^,nor saJladi, nor pottage, 
nor butter, nor cheeie, nor eggi, nor herring*, aor 
■prata, nor ihrimps, nor any ahell £ih wbaterer, nor 
any kind »f unbaked frnit, are to " be accoanted fix 
any of the uud namber'nf diahes abore- mentioned !" 
And noreoTer, m (he guesli could not be snppoied, 
after iDGb pennrioui fare, to have any diapoiition to 
malie merry, it wia decreed, that " from hencefoTlh 
neither mayors nor aheriffs ahali keep any lord of 
miarole (merry andrew or fool) in any of thdc 
said houaea." All tfaeae regulationt, it will be ob> 
HFTcd, had reference only to the private and family 
enterUinmenU of (he citiiena ; for il it yet farther 
provided, that when a foreign amhauadoi, or any of 
the privy conncil, happens lo be of the patty, the 
feaat may be ■' amended and ordered" at diicretion. 
It ia not autptiiing, that a lumptuary edict w plea- 
santly qualified as thia should contribute but little lo 
the- repression of inordinate appelitea. In 1573, we 






find il again a luatteT uf grave laniCDlatian, ihatthere 
■bonld be soch an eiceas of good Ihingg at the tablei 
of tin chief magisbatei, and uf Ibe ccmpanie) ; nay, 
at the Tcrj lavenu and cook*hDp>, (lie consumption 
of TciuKin, we are told, Hai ihamnfal, " iiuoniucb 
Hut the awrl «b> much offended wilh it." The 
coiiinion coancil, tbeiefbre, in order " thai the city 
might not continue lo give the queen and nobility 
ofienci,-," iuaed another comniaDdnient, by which 
tbey forbade all luch eitraiagatil feasting iu fularp, 
eicepi at their '' neceaaary meetioga," and ordered 
that, even on these neceuary occasions, (moit inciedi- 
ble laoifice !) there ehouid be no venum. 

We may judge, from llie ideal of moderalian con- 
veyed by these lumptuaiy laws, what theeiliavagaiKe 
of the times preceding tbemoiuat bate been. Need we 
wonder, that the love of good eating should have 
become tliat Scrying ain," foi which, according to the 
pDfHilv opjuion, thia great metropolia waa, not -long 
after, nearly reduced to aabea. A cotioua memorial 
of the general prevalence of thia belief ja atili to t>e 
aecn at the Fortune of War public-houte, in Gillapur- 
atteet. It is the figure of a very fat boy, commonly 
called " tbe gtutton," beneath which there waa, till 
very lately, this inscription ; — 

" Tlis boy is put up in memory of the great fire 
of London, occasioned by the ain ofglnttony. 1666." 
. It is a curioDs cDough c<Hncidence, that it was in 
PwUing-lane that tbe fire commenced, though not 
true ai generally aaid that it was at Pie-comer it 
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sm RICHAED WHITTINQTON. 
The City of London bu produced no Dwne more 
likelj to lut tbrongh lU time, tliui thai of Kr lUcli- 
>rd Whiltinglon. His riie in life fomu the lub- 
jecl of • nunerj tile, m initnictiielj pleasing, that 
uuneiies and itorj'telling must ceau to eiiit, asd 
ereTy comei of Old England be diiidad iala ratioiul 
puallelagruDB, before we cui expect to find a penon, 
grown to the years of maluiitj, who hu not heud 
of " Whittiagton and hb cat," and, at one tine, be- 
liered erer; thing he has been told of their trondnnu 
ailvenlures. Itii not, honevCT, on nuneiyanlhoritf 
alone, that the bo; rests his admiratioB of tiiii pio- 
digj of good fortane ; for who, thu on a holiday 
nmhie hu lanntcred to Higbgate BiU, hai not taa 
at the bottom of it Ibe identical stone on whieh 
WhiUington, after tanning away from hi> niaMcr, 
tat ruminadng on his fate till he heard Bow belli 
ringing tbi) prophetic peal in his can : 
" Tom again, Whittington, 
Tlnce Lord Mayor of London." 
The stone, it is true, seoms not Terj old ; but it hu 



The stoi; of Whittington and his cat li not, after 
all, ■□ remote froni possibllilj ai mi^t be iraa^ned. 
Mr. Southej, in his History of the Biaiila, relates, 
that " the first coaple of cats which were carried to 
Cuyuba, told for a pound (poand's weight) of gold. 
Theie nas a plague of call in the aetllemenl, and 
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the? (tlie cats) weie puicbaied u a specnlatioiii 

Kbich prored on actlient ont. Tbeir Erst kitteni 
produced tliirlj oilamis eacb ; tbe ueit geoeraliaa' 
Here worth Inentj; and Ibe price gladu all j fell as 
the inbabitants were slocked with these beautiful and 

Perrian MS. quoted bj Sir Williain Gore Oujeley, 
there is an iiland, which deiived its name from a clr- 
camstaDCe of the same kind. — In the tenth ceutdiy, 
one Keis, the son of a poor nidon of Siiaf, em- 
barked for India nith his sole property, a cat ; there 

so iefcBted hj mrce or rats, that they invaded the 
king's food, and persons nere employed to drive them 
from the rojal liuiquet. Keis pToduced his cat, the 
noiioos animals soon disappeared, and maguific^^nt 
rewards were bestoved on tbe adventurer of Siraf, 
who returned to that city, and afterwards, with his 
mother and brolhers, settled in the island, which, 
from him, bas been denominated Keis, or, according 
totfaePenians, Keish." Mr. Collet, an iuteiligeut 
colleclor of relics, asserts, withonl hesitation, that 
the itory of Whitlington and his Cat is " boriowed" 
from this tale of the east; bat to adept Ibis inference 
would be to admit, Ibat mere resemblance constitutes 
cammunily of fiction. It is scarcejy necHsaary lo 
remark, that tliere may have been a plngue of ia(s, 
and that cats may have been worth tbeir i>reij;ht in 
gold, more than once since tbe world began. 

Although it ig Just possible, therefore, that the 
story of Whittington nnd his Cnt, as it eiists in nur- 
sery records, may have had some foundation in fact, 
there arc few who will not be desirous of a more pro- 
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bable eipltuutiou of hii eKtnoidiiuny rise in life. 
Foolc, ID bii cotnedy of" Iba Nabob," makei^Uk* 
Ibeo Mite offer to the Society of Antiquuiei a nig* 
geatlon on tbe nbject, wbicb Iinotnitboiit iagenoi^, 
vhataTcr degree of tiutli ll nuy poraew. — " lie 
commerce," •>;> ^ Matthew, " uhlcb Ihii worthy 
ineicbaiit cinied on wai cbiefl; confined to oat 
coutt ; for tbU putpoM he coiutructed ■ (ewel, 
which from iti agilil; and li^lnesi he aptly christen- 
ed a eat. Naj, to tbia day, genllemen, all our coala 
from Newcastle are imported in nolhing but calt; 
fiom beoceit appeari. ibat it nu not the whiskered, 
foBT-foDted, mouie-iiillingcal, but the coas^Dg, sail- 
ing, coal-CBiryiBg cat — that, gentlemen, itu Whil- 
tJnglon'B cat." 

We have the anlborily of Shalieipeare for lietiev- 
ing, that ■■ the equandering glance) of the fool" may 
often light upon facli that liave etcaped the penetia- 
tioQ of wlier men. Although thrown out at ruidom, 
thiaccnjeclure of FooIc'b happens to derive strong 
CDnGimation from some renuHiable facts in (be life of 
Wbittinglon, and of the period io which be lived. 
It was neceauiy for a fouDdation to the fable, that 
the bnj Wbittiogton should be dettituto and poor; 
but that thi» picture of his youth i) wholly ideal, 
there ia the sboDgeat presumptive evidence. In the 
ocdiaaocei of the college which he fonoded, and 
which gpet by his uatue, he is stated to have been 
tbe too of Sir William H^tCttngton, Knight. It would 
appear, that there WHS* connection between thia 'Sit 
William and tbe Lords of Whitlington in Detbyaliire, 
bat It most have been through some younger braneh 
of the family ; for we tead, that ia 1083 the loidahip 






of WUttiogton pMsed iBto ihepoMMrioa iJGsariM 
lie Heti, nho had won bj hk sapeiinr proweu the 
hiad of MoUet, oc Molde, the wle 'lugtitet mi 
heiieM of the Lord oT WbHtagton, mt ■ taarDiment 
held foi the porpiHe of thna beatnwing the lady, at 
PeT«ril'i Hnx, ot Cutle, in the Feik. Tlie po*- 
terilj of Govfiie imd HoMe auumed the name of 
Fitnwren ; and tbele ia leaMm to believe, that it 
wu ioto thii lainilj Sir Riehanl, the hero of the h- 
ble, married, for his mfe ii itated to hare ban an 
Abx Fitewarren, the daughter of " Hugh FHiwanen 
and Dane Hotde tui w\tt," When Sir BJcbatd grew 
up in life, be ii nid to h>Te been of the Mtrerr't 
aompany ; bat, like mnj othcn who have belonged 
to it, be vai not a mocer, bnt a merchanL In the 
inscription Id hh menmy in 3t Hicbaei'i ehnnA, be 
ii ftyled ■' Fkx Mercatonini,"— " The Flower of 
Hetcbants." What the branch of merchandiie wai 
IB which be engaged, i> the poial on which conjec- 
loK it to decide. 

White Whiltington was yMa bo;, the burning of 
coal was cowidered toA a public naisance, that it was 
pmhibiled bj an act of pariiamml, under p»n of death ; 
bnt it li siagolat eneogh, (bat bj tbetiiDC be had been 
"thrics Lord Major of London, "(1419,) and atthoagh 
IhMe k no trace of any repeat, in the inleiim, of ^e 
prchibltoiy Malale, the importalion of coal formed a 
conidefable branch of the commerce of theThanies. 
*■ Ai eariy «• I4C1,'' says Mr. Brand in bis History 
of Newcaitle, " it appears to be a bade of great ira- 
potaacc, and Uiat a duly of two-pence per chaldron 
bad been imposed upon it for some ticue." To account 
for the ttiKle haring made luch progress, whiie ■ slitule 
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■gainst it icmained unrepekled, ud of ancb ligDnoi 
openliim, (hat, iccoiding to ■ Tecord in the Town, a 
penon wuonce Bctuilljeucuted foroffendiftgagwiul 
■I (Sir Ereiud Home'i Diueititioci) we must luppase, 
that the crown bad eieTciaed that dispeniing powet, 
which it auunied in the esriier period) of our hiitorj, 
and had peimitted to the lieges generatiy the inipona- 
tion of the forbidden coiamodilj ; oi, what ii mote pro- 
bable, becaose more eonsiitenl with the court practicei 
o( thoje dij>, granted to some faTouied individual a 
Bcense to makehis fortune, bj iofrin^g the- law. It 
would be making a bold leip to a conclusion lo nj, 
tlial Sir Kichud Whittinglon was the indinidnal on 
wboiD tills privilege was confeired; and jellhesnppu- 
ution is countenanced bj a tcij stiong declaratKOi in 
the foQDdatiOn cbartei of Whiltington'icollege. The 
members of it are directed to remembra in theic 
prayers " Richard the Second, and Thomas of Wood- 
stock, Duke of Gloucester, iperial Imd and pramaUn 
of Ihc Kttd lUchard WhittingUnt;" abowing distinct- 
ly, that it was to some special priiilegi: or taToar 
GODferred on him by these princes, that be was in- 
debted for bis rise in life. 

It is farther extremely worthy of obsenatioD, that 
from the first opening of the coal trade in England, 
and. for ages ^ler, it had a repatation for making 
fortunes, only eiceeded by that of the mines of 
Golconda and Peru. Even as Ute as 1649, when 
Grey wrote bis Cboiographia of the Coal Trade, it 
could still eicite the moat splendid bopea. •• Soue 
south gentlemen." aays Grey, " have, upon great hope 
of benefit, ctune into this country to haNud Ibeii 
moDies in coal-piU. Blaster Beaumont, a gesttemau 



of gnat HigeDDity taS me pirla, sdreotared into 
OUT minei with hu SO.OOOU But within t. few jtua, 
be caiuBnwd M ba inoiic.;, uid rode bame upon his 
light hoise." 

Many ciicnmitaiicei thiu combme to beigbten 
the probabitilj, that Sii Richstd WhitthigtoD, who 
fiooritbcd at the aame time with the canunenc^nwiil 
of this trade, wai one of tbote wbo made a fortaiie 
b; il; and that it waa, a> Sii Matthew saji, " the 
coaiting, soiJiagr coai-<arryiag eat" thai was the 
Teal initmincfit of hii aggiandizemeut. It had only to 
become a bye-word, that by a cat and a king he had 
made bis fbitDne ; and popular iorentiau would looa 
■apply all the other liBcameBte of the itory. 

In the print of Wbittington by Elatrucke, he ii re- 
pceHinted with ■ grimalkin by hiaiide ; but Graiiger, 
oni beat biitorian of portraits, lays, that it wu labati- 
Inted for a akull, which originally occupied id place, 
«a the common people did uot cbnie to purchase the 
print without their faiourite traditional emblem.. 

In whaterer chaiuel of cntnmerce Sir Ejchanl 
acquired hit wealth, it is ccitun that he employed it 
in a lery noble manner. We haye seen how nn- 
bounded was hii giatilude to the crown for the fataurs 
be had received from il, by the gift which be made 
tO'Hcnry the Fifth, of a sum equal to, at least, half a 
million of our present money. " Nerer before," saJd 
Whittington, "had subject such a king j" and well did 
Henry reply,"iioiking such a subject." Butitwaanot 
OD the court alone thai he larisbed his treasures. Sir 
Richard was a liberal banebctor to the city, over which 
be had ao often the honour to preside. At his own ci- 
pcue.fae boUl the cbapel of Guildball, and the library 
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of Cbdit'i HnidU] ; made kige wMMoita to (be 
GuildbBll ud St. BardiolDroew'i Hocpitsl ; aad left 
fundi ID his eiecnton far cotiTelj raintUdbig Oia 
priioD of Newgate, which «u previoiulj in ■ moit 
lainom and miacnUe condiUon, He, beaidea, an- 
neied lo tlie chuich of Sc MIcbael'i a college of 
prieits, called after Ua name, with aa almi-bonie for 
thirteen poor perrau ; and to -nie die nocdi of hia 
eiecaton, la the ordinaDCM of the eollege, " while 
he lind had rjgfate liberal and large handa to the 
needj and poor." 

If ever mortal remains dearncd to " leit in peace," 
thoM of Sir Bichard 'Whlttington demanded Ifaii tri- 
bute of reapect from poiteritj ; jet, itiange to aaj, 
the; hare been more, perhaps, than Ihoae of moil 
men, the iport of nide and nnballowed haiida. In the 
reign ofEdwaid the Sixth, the minialet of St. Michael's 
chui«h, to wbicfa he had been ao liberal a benefac- 
tor, in the baae hope o( fndiag acme richei interred 
with Ibe corpse, canaed the tomb to be broken open ; 
and when diaappirinted in hia golden visiona, ralber 
than come awaj with nothing, he deaptnled the body 
of ib leaden coferiug. In the inceeedlDg reign, 
tbe pariihionen resolved to realore it ; and ag^n 
were the remains of thb eminent man distorbcd, in 
Older to be re-clntbed in that Teatnre, of which the 
pieiiooa indtgni^ bad deprived diem. 

Tbe bouse in which Whittington leuded )b itill to 
be >een in Swittun'a-passage, Hooi-buie. 

ANCIENT SPOETS AND FASTIUES. 
" lAt 0* come now," as honest Fittitepbrm Mya, 
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" to the tpoMs uid putiBM, M^ug it is fit, tfaat « 
citj sbonld not only be conmMdlon ud aeriiHii, bat 
•l«o mcnr and ipoftTal." 

In tin oMen tioK, the iababitanla of the ne- 
IfDpiJis DUted the dntia of the citiEen with the 
ralaxKttoiH *nd Tecmtiom of the eountrj 'sqniie. 
FitBtepben notica, tbal tbe citiieiu delighted in 
hkwki and honndi, and tbe " common hnnt" still 
(trea > ynrl; nUiy to >n oflcer of the lord-mtjoi'i 
bnuebold, irhaw dulj it ii to take cue of a pack of 
hemidi, which the corporation is entitled to keep. 
Tbe excidsc of tinntiag is now tittle indalgi^d in bj 
tbe citiiens, " not, bowerei," ta;f9 Slowe, " for waot 
of taate for tbe amaiement, bat for nam of [eisnre 
ts punoe iL" llie " common himt," who nsed to 
pnniiBse hi* place, which ■ometimes sold ns high aa 
ISOOL, hadfotmsri; ahooaeinFinabary-fieldi.iihele 
tbe boBnds mre kept, particiilvly "the deep, full- 
nootbed hoondi," and he lud a yearij salary and 
ponjoiHtea. 

" In tbe haljdajt all the samflwr," nys tiie wtDC 
biltonBD, " tbe youths are exefcised in lea]»ag, danc- 
ing, ihooting, meatling, cuting tbe stone, and pnu^- 
ii^ tbeii (bields. Hie maidens trip with thdr timbrels, 
and dmce u long as tbej can well aae. 

" lA wioteT, evdiy holiday bebre dionei, the bears 
prepared for bmni are set to fight, or else bulls or bean 
aK bailed. Wlwatbegiealfen.oriDoar, irhich water- 
eth the walls of tbe dtj on tbe north side, is frosen, 
nanj yoiuig men play upon tbe ice : some striding 
V wide as they may, do slide swiftly; others 
mke tbemselves leats of ice, as great as mill'slones. 
Oaesilt down, maay band in hand do draw him. 
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ud one iHppfaig oD b gudden, kllMI together. Some 
tie bonei to their feel tni under their heeln, (md 
shoTiag Iheroselrei bjr a little picked ilaff da ilide 
iwiftly, ai 1 bird Sielh in the lir, or an arrow out of ■ 

The most galJint uf the jonlbfat eierciies of these 
timei, wu Ihit of Tanning at the qoinlUD. 'Thii game 
Is of Kumsn origin. On ko oprighl poat, a ciosa 
bar nai placed horiiontally, which tnmed upon ■ 
■wiiel. A boird wai nailed to one end of Itaia bar, 
and a bag of land to the Dther. II «u the cuatom 
to till agiinit the board, on horsehacfc, oith a spear, 
or long staff; and it required great dexterity 'to 
avoid being itrudi with the bag of aand m it swiing 
round. At this citjeiercise in 1S53, lotne of die 
household of Henr; III,, b^g present, chose to dc' 
ride the performances of tbe citiiens, w\u>, nteeOtiDg 
the affront, beat " his majestj'a serrants seTctel;," 
For this act of just lesenlment, the cit^ was fised a 
thousand msrks. The lieids were more oanall; Ihe 
scene of this pasliine ; but it nas lieqnenll; perniiued 
even in the heart of the City. " I have seen, sarys 
Stove, " a quintain set up in Combill, near tfau Lea- 
denhail, wliero the attendants on the Lord of Mcrrjr- 
disports have run and made great paBtime ; for be 
thai hit not Ihe hoard end of the quintain, was (^ aJI 
men Inagtaed to scorn." Tbe greatest feat which could 
be accDinpllslied at this game was; lo tTeak the board, 
and escape the revoJving blow of the bag of saod. 
Whoei'er did so, was accounted for the time " Prill- 
Ceps Juventutis," the prince or chief of the jonthi. 
Plol, in his History of . Oifordihire, says, that thta 
game was still to be met with in bis time at DcddiBg- 
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ton ; md Di. KeDDet, Uihop of Pelerboroogh, 
nentioiu, that he had seen it tt the riUage of Black' 
tham, wbeie hs tbinki il had been iDtroduced u in 
Loudon b; the Roidui*, tba lUtmui way Ijing 
tlmagh that lillage. 

At the Eaitei hoUdayi, then lued to he a tort of 
«•!« qointaiD on the rirer, whne boats suppUed the 
place of bonea. The tiltet alood villi bis lanoa in lbs 
pRiw, leaving the boat to be canJed b; the force of 
the slieam againit a shield laipeaded from a pole. 
If he brake his lance and kept his place in the bout, 
he vaa loiidlj applaaded ; but if, as was mare fre- 
quently the case, the shock threw bim into the valer, 
" thoe were Dpon the bridge, wharfs, and bouses, bj 
the rirer dder atanding great nnmben to see and 
laagh thereat." 

Aicheiy becanw also a favourile game with tbeciti- 
■eu, and was very succeasfully cultiialed. It ap- 
ptan'at «ie time, however, to have been supplanted 
by aports of a less noble order ; for tbero is a writ ex- 
tant, from Edwaid III. to tbe citizens of Londoii, in 
wfakhbelhnsieprimuidithemontbesubject: "The 
Kiag, M the Qtiiens of London, greeting : Because the 
p«i^e of our lealm, as well of good quality as mean, 
have commenlj in their sports, before these times, ei- 
CTciaed the skill of shooting airuws, whence itis well 
known that homior and profit have accrued to om 
whrie icalm; and to as, by the help of God, uosmall 

iUtl, being as it were nholly laid aside, tbe same peo- 
ple pleaaiDg tbemselTes in hurling of stones, and wood. 
Md iron, and some band ball, foot halt, bandj ball, 
■ad in lumbiiok «id cock fighting; uid some also 
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apply Ihemselns to other dUboneit games, ind leu 
profitable or uteful, whereby the said lealm it iikclj 
in ■ abort time to became deititute of arcbera;" bis 
majeity therefore coiauiuiiied ''.eier; one of the 
»id Citj, tlrong ID body" to cultiiste the art of ar< 
chery, and to leave off the ntbei games to whicli diej 
had betaken theuiielvei, under paio of iiuprisonment. 
lu CDDHiquence of Ihi) compuliatory order, aicHery 
became speedjly again the favorite annulment, and 
conliuned to be M, long aftei it had ceased to be of 
importuice in a military point of view. In Henry the 
Eighlh'a tinw, it wuaa much in vogue aa Ht.any period 
of our hiitory. The king himself vat fund of it, and 
nsed to reput frequently to Mile End tu witness the 
perfaTmanees of the citizens. Many of the most AilfDl 
archers received nominal dtles, as the Duke of Shore- 
ditch (a title given by Henry VIII. to ooe Barlow), 
the Marqui) of Cleik'enwell or Hogsden.Earl of Pan- 
eras, &c. In the year 15B3, there wai a gteai shfiotug 
match, when a vast body of (he citiieui marched in 
great pomp, »ngdlaily diessed, through the. principal 
streets of London, to Smithfield, the scene of coutMl. 
Their attire ia said to have been very gorgeous ; 941 
of them wearmgchaios of gold. Thenutobei of arch- 
ers (hat shot was 3000, and their attendants exceeded 
that number. 

Wrestling was another rBVDurilcamusBnient,an(l the 
lord-mayor and citizeni frequently attended lo encou- 
rage the youths engaged in Ibis athletic game at Cleik- 
enweM. In the year 1122, at a matcli of wrestling 
near Bt. Giles's, (tie dtiiens challenged those in the 
suburbs and city of Weataiinsicr, and bent thepi, 
whitli so irritated the bailiff of Westminster,. that be 
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deWnaiMd on a bue ud tnwfaennu nveiifte. He 
produDed a game to be held at Weatnumler on 
Lemmas daj, to wbich tbe citiicDii ntn hrrited, and 
attended. When tbe; had plajed raaie time, tbe 
bailiff, witii a large part;, saddeuJ; fonuihed tbem- 
mItcs with arms, and Ireaclieroiuly attacked the 
citiieDi, nho, bebig anatnrd, fled to tbe city, wbera 
tbej sODnded the alarm, by lingingthe CDminoa b«li. 
The citizens uieinbled in great nnmben, eager for 
rsTcnge, when one Conatantine Fiti-Amnit, notiriUi- 
standing tbe Temongtrance of the lord -mayor, who pro- 
miaed to obtain redreu, orged the- multitude to join 
him in pulling down the bouse of the Abbot of 
Wcatminater, and several otbers. A few dayi aftet- 
wuds, (be Chief Jnstiee of Ekigland, Hubert de Bnrgb, 
'wltb s great army of meniiepaiiTi) to tbcTaw«r,>nd, 
■ending for tbe lotd-nuyot and aldermen, demanded 
the ring-leaden. Cotulantine gire himself up, and, 
"withlwo olbm, wu eiecnled next mointng, although 
he offered 13,000 marks for hi; life. 

As the fields around London came, in the progress 
of improvemenl. to be divided and enclosed, the lilt- 
ing at the quintain, arcbery, wrestling. w)d all ottier 
JE(U iporti began to decline; and at the period at 
which we bai>a now arriied, they ha™ entirely disap- 
peared. In 1614, much discontent prerailed among 
tbe populace, on account of the abiidgments which 
were conitanlty taking place in the theatre of their 
mrsi paatiues ; and bdng stirred up by a fellow who 
went aboat disguised m the dress of ■ mFiry-indrew, 
calling ont fof "ipadesuid shoTets," they resolied to 
take the woA of redress into their own hands. A great 






so FEBCV KIITOBIES. 

■nnllitiidB at them uMiubliiig, kriDed vidi Ibeie 
weiponi, thej soon lerellcd with the ground all tlie 
new] J eMcted frnco *nd enclosnies about Stioiedhch, 
Hoiton, Iiliogton, &c. Govemmrait oeniuied the 
magutT&tei KrareljforDeglectof duljinsot prcreot- 
iDg this lamDltiur; pioceeding ; but tlut csnoot be 
coDHdered aa a procaediiig altogelbei withoat apolo- 
gy, wbidi the gareiDmeiit ilielf, about a centnij 
after, lanclioiied bj an acl of ili own, as oeail} simi- 
lar (in inlCDtiDD at least) as powible. James the 
Tint, in the eigblh of his reign, granted a commiraoD 
to leveisl penous of diitinction, foi tbe purpose, it 
sUttei, uf " stopping the practice of enclouDg tbe 
ground fonnellj osed for aicherj, bj making of bnk* 
and hedges in anch fields and cloaei, as, time ant of 
mind, were allowed to Iw shot in. " It empowers the 
commiwonen " to go apon these placet, and to new 
and lanty in soch gronodi next adjoining to tbe Ci(j 
of London and the labuibs, witbin two milet coto- 
paia ; and the aame Id lednce in soch aider and Blata 
for the archeri, as the; were in tbe leign. of King 
Hear? VIII., and to cause tbe banki. ditches, and 
qukksets, to be mad* plain and rt^wfci." It i* 
icarcelj necessary to lUite, that this commissioD «m 
nerer canied into effecl ; nor would it now be of anj 
a*ail, to iuqaiie into tiie caD»e> which made it inofie' 
rative. That it would have been injoriDus to the pub- 
lic interest, and oppresurelj nnjnsl to iBdi>iduai>,bad 
it been fbllj executed, must be suSdentlj obvious ; 
but we tnaj bepennitled to regret, that it should hare 
been so eotirelj neglected, and the cultinition of the 
robust virtue* so mncb diuegarded, that a population 
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of >binit > millioi] oi ioqIi is bow left nilh w^rcely » 
■ingle open spot on ohich thej can iDdnlgs in ath- 
letie end nunly einciiei. 

' Eidnded fnim the Gelds, the ciliieaa were farced 
to torn Id ■Dch paitime*. aa thenurower limitjof tbeii 
streeti, courts, and sqeanss, and the rarelj of the pas- 
KDgen, ooald allow. The pnwcribed gwnei of the 
dmys of £<l«ard III., baud-hail, foot-bail, Itiruwing of 
bait, cock-fighting. &c. came sgain into fashion ; and 
hence the skiltle-groands, bowling- greeni, tennia- 
courts, which now form the cliief reaoits of the Lon ■ 
don vtiiani, iu thdr haan of recreation. 

It ftppean, that even u Inte ai the tinre of Charles 
the Second, the ciliieni were itili allowed, without 
hindrance, to make. the streets the scene of theii most 
boisterous amnieinenls. Sir William Davenant, in a 
snthicnl descriptioD which he ^ves of London, at thia 
OoK, in a leltato a Mend, saj>, " I would now make 
a Mfe letceat, bat that, methinki, I am slopt by one 
of yonr heroic garnet, called foot-ball, which, 1 con- 
ceive, (noderyoor faroor) not very conveniendy civil 
in tlie itreels, especially in aoch irregalar and narrow 
mads as CiotAed Lane. Yet it argues your courage, 
nnch like yonr militaiy pastime of throwing at cocka; 
bnt yonr metal would be much magnified, (since yon 
bave long allowed these two valiant exercises in the 
atteets,) to draw youi archers from Fbsbnry, and 
during high ma^el let Ihcm shoot at batts, in Cheap- 
side." The citiiCDs (" under favour" to Davenant) 
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d to put B ilap (0 wlut mutt, indeed, have 
been ■ gKkt Duluace. 

Hie mult celebrated bolidaj of eiilj tinei, nu 
Hoy-day. A ini}-pa]e, or ihaft, ued to be erected, 
on that Dccuion, in the middle of the stieet, befine 
the cbnich of St. Andrew UndenhafI, of SDcb height, 
that it D*e[-topped the ateefde ; and hence it wai, 
that the pailih, which itaa ocipnaJI; called St. An- 
diew only, acquired the addition of Undrrdu^. 
CbaucerdexTibing a loftj braggart, sajB, hebeanhia 
head as high ai " the great ihaft of CorabilL" 

Lord. H> merrily 

Crowdeth then yont eioke. 

That all the atreet 

May hear yooi body cmlce. 

TheaTriral of this day of feaUvily niedto to be aa- 
ticipaled by the people with anch eagcmeia, that 
Shsketpeare >peaki of them aa being unable to go to 
ileep on May-eve. One "eiil May-day," hoaevei, 
occurred, and never again did May mom come to the 
dlizeni of LfuidaD, wreathed in jts osual amilei. In 
conaequence of an iniurrection, which we ahall haie 
occaaion to relate in ipeaking of the encoorsgeinenl 
^ren to foreign lettlets, that broke out in London, on 
Maj-ete, 1517, the aporta of May-day were long 
suspended ; nor were they ever after, raoie than very 
partially reaumed. The "great abaft of Corobill" 
waa not once erected after thai event ; and tbirty-two 
yean later, was broken in plecea, at the instigation of 
a hoatic prieit, who inaiated, that the inhabitanta had 
made an idol of it, by aaJDtang it along with the 
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He game in DidTera&l dk within doon, for nurny 
centDriei, wu flikt most aedactire of all gBmn of 
baxard— dice ; nor ig It pouible, tbat it coald hire 
beeo indulged in to Ibe extent we find it ni, without 
being attended widi all llie moit nilnooi coaieqaeDcei 
of gaming. Wlian Hcnrj Picaid hui the boflour of 
touting foar kingg »t his home, in Cbeapaide, in the 
yeai iS6S, we gre told, that after ttaeie illnalTiODa 
gsesta were gone, " be kept bis hall for all comen 
Aal were wiliinf to j^kj at dice and hazvd ;" and 
that, " in like manner, the Lady Mugaret, his wife, 
kept hfr chamber to th» unw intent." During tiie 
Chtiatmai holiday! of 1S77, a party of the citiiena. to 
tbe «aioTint of one hundred and thirty, went a muni- 
nung, a* itwu called, (In maiki, reprcMnting kingi, 
anperon. &c.) to Eennington, in order to pay th^irrc- 
apecta to Richard, the loli of the Black Piince, who 
waa reiiding there with his molhei. After the mum- 
men were inliodoced to the young prince, diey pat 
B pair of dice on the table, and inriled him to t^ hii 
hick with them. The first stake they proposed, was a 
bowl of gold; the second, a cup of gold; the last, a 
gold ring J and itwas so managed, that the prince won 
erery throw. The prince's mother, his ancle, the Doke 
of Lancaster, and many other noblemen who were 
prevent, wetc also successifely inrited to lake the 
chance of the die, fora gold ring; aikd as certunly as 
Hie; tried they wan. It mnat be allowed, that there 
vtBs sn air of gallantry in all Ibis; bat what can be 
it-tid for the moral sentiments of an age, when false 

.. ,- conld be made the passports to princely fatonr ! 
c rice of gaming did not confine itself to private so- 

t*j i for w« find, that as eaily as the begfoning of 
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the siiteentb cental; there were pablic guning home* 
ia the citj, to wluch habitual gMoblsra reiorted m 
great numbm. llie; neie sitiuited chiefl; iUmuI the 
EichangE, in the pari^ of St. Bennet Finke- !■ 
1551, an iniiHniUion wai lijd aguiut one of then 
bouiei Id the Eicbequer, and fne of the paitietcoQ- 
cemed in it fined fort; aliiUiBgi each, Jamet Ac 
Fint Mcmi to hare thought that (hii mode of mmie- 
ment was ai commendable ai an; other, for he granted 
a pririJege to hia grooni porlei, Clement Cottrel, 
to licence, nithin the limits of London aad WeM- 
minaler, tud two milei thereof, no les) than for^ 
ttTcms, " for the honeat and reasonable recreation of 
good and civil people, who for their qaalit; and 
ability ma; lawful!; use the games of bowling, 
tennis, dice, catdi, tables, nine-holes, or so; other 
game bereaflei to be invented." 



It is not ever; wealth; penon that is utufied, 
like the President Jeannin, with being the aon of 
hii own merit, or that with Luid Thurlow would 
■ooner acknowledge his ancestor in a drayman than a 

It must he from this weakness of mind, that al- 
though England is more indebted to commerce for 
her greatness thui an; other nation in the world, it 
is thought, b; too man;, a maik of good breeding, 
to undervalne and sneer at the name of meiciiint.aiif 
it were derogator; to rank or dignil;. The circum- 
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■ItBce i* the mate ibgultr, u > coB«id«nble nnnbet 
of Britiih peen, and (how too of ttie higbeil nuk, 
UB imnwdiBtely deacended fiom Loodon mcnbuili, 
and Lhe fnimdatkui of the fortuiu^i of mui; othen bat 
been laid in canuncica; so much id indeed, that a 
great portion of the British peerage ii related, eitbei 
bj detcent or iatrrmaniage, to the citizeiu of LoB- 
don. This is the caae witb at leait four Engjiib 
dnkea, as manj marqaeuei, and a whole hogi of eaili, 
viuounta, and barona. 

Era) as earl; at the reign of Atlielstan, who re- 
lided in the bcatt of London, at i place which itiil 
rclainiJiia name (for from Athelstan, oi Adleilan, the 
nune of Addle-iireel, called in ao ancient recoid 
King Addle-Btreel. is derived), a merchant, who bad 
made ibice foreign layagea on bii own account, be- 
came entided to the qualitj and privilege! of a 
thue, 01 nobleman; and we find accordingly, that 
in tbe wittenBgeniot, which aBnctioned Harold 'f 
uSDrpalioD of tbe throne, the (cotnaa or mirckanti of 
London are cuumeraled among (be thanes who were 

When the Normau ditplanted the Saxons in tba 
donunion of Bngland, (hej ■ub3ti(uted (he appelia- 
tion of Barim far that of Thant ; bat 'a bacon, with 
them, meant any freeman boiu of free parentage, 
and oF conrse the citizens of London were not the 
onlj barona of the Nonuan line, for there were the 
huoni of the Cinque Porta, the barons of Warwick, 
&c. The title of baron as applicable to cammoaen 
isODw confined, and in parliameaUry phrase merely, to 
the representative) of London and of the Cinque FoTla. 
Il hu been aeiecled, honevet, as the distinguishing ap- 

,01.,.] 
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pdUtiDD of k iRtge tai eminent bmich of tbc Britilh 
peelmge ; and it ig to be hoped, thst thej will never 
htfel that ttie sl^le aud title on wbich they jnittj 
pride ttaemKlTci, vai once ■ stjls and title common 
iocTciy liTeijouD of London, Although the eitixeiu 
trf London htTC thas, and for all good parpoKi 
bappilj, lost the ctum to nobititj, which in earlj 
time) wi) the certain lenud of sseeeisful commefce ; 
yet the peerage » well as baronetage of England 
eihihiti numerous proofa of the TOluDlaty lopeot 
paid to commerce by Brinab loTerdgni, in elevating 
tbose, who punned it, to the highest titiea of the state. 
The noble house of Osbome, which has ■Mlaioed 
the first rank of a subject, does not disdain to ac- 
knonledge, that the foundei of the (Bmily, Edward 
Osliorne, wu an apprentice to Sir William Hewet, 
■ merchant, who lived on London-bridge, and who 
was lord mayar in 1559 ; and that be owed his etera- 
tion to his humanity and his personal courage. Sir 
William bad an only daughter, Anne, who, when a 
child, nai, by the ceielesaness of the nurse, dropped 
from one of thewindum of hishoiue into the Thames. 
The apprentice, Edward Osliome, no sooner knew of 
the acddent, than he ftailesily precipitated himself 
ftom the bridge into the riiei, and aeixingbold of the 
child, trinmphaDtly swam with her to the shore, 
Wfaen the child grew up to woOHuthood, as her 
father was rich, she had many suilon, among whom 
wai the Eail of Shrewsbury ; but (he fadm refiued 
tiiem all, saying, that as Osbome bad saved her, be 
sbonli} have ber. They were married, and their dc 
sccndant is the present Duke of Leeds, at whose house 
a porliait of Sir William Hewet in his lobes, as loid 






m^or, ii piiied much higber tbaa ■ Conegio m ■ 
Tiliui. 

The Hacquia of Comwalli* ii liaeaUj daccoded 
from Tbontn CarawaUcji, mochtnl, itba «*■ iberiff 
ot LtmdoD in 13T3. 

The noble hoax of Wentwortta m*; juU; boul 
of iti dcKflnl from a Loodon citiien, whole toIm 
even agbdued the tijiuui; of Hentj Vlll. 4Dd >wed 
bim iato icspect. 8ii W. Fitiwilluai mi aldenum 
DfLandoDUMlaheriffiD 1506. Ue vu, ■> one time, 
■ Ktuner in Ihe lerrice of CBidinaJ WdImj ; ud 
■hen that hutghlj mm bad iacamd the diiplea*nm 
of hia BOTeroigD, he had iha conngo and tha vlrtne to 
befriend hini. Henry, nhen iDformed of it, bad dM 
geueniut; to panlon bim, and the hDnnly Id icknow- 
ledgt! that he had few lacb HTiants aiMr. FiUwilliam, 
whoinhoiminediatelj knighted. Thii 8ir William, with 
(hat ipirit of beneficence which baa deicended to bla 
poalciitj, biult the greater part of the present cbarcb 
of 5t Aodrew Undcrahaft, and bcqueatbed acoti^ 
derabla portion of hii proportj to cbaiitable parpoaca. 
Ode bequeit, though amati, u remailcable, a> it ihDwi 
bow far be had anticipated tbe jualice of ancceediog 
agea. He lef t hia manuon in St. ThoniM-lhe-Apaatle 
la bia widow, an conditioa that abe ihoald paj tL 
annaillj for tbe releate of poor priionna, within tlie 
ci(j of London, wbo were acqaitted, but kept in con- 
Gtiement for tbeir feea. 

Tba EbiI of Cuventrj ii deacended from Jobn 
Corentrj, mercer, uf London, and lord major in 
laS. Thiswortbjcitiiea waioaeoftbeeiecalortof 
"BichaitlWIiittiDgtoD, tbrice lord major of London." 

Laurence dca Souveriea, Se^g from the ialo- 
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torance of hit father, took refuge m the tinuse of s 
lilk DiBDufictarer, at Fisnkfort on the Mnine, who 
wu alio under a tort of leligiom prDai:r]ption. He 
became his clerk aud oreneer; and. marrjiug his 
mtster'a niece, inherited hl> property, with which ha 
came orer to England, in the reign of EliEahetb, and 
laid the foundatioD of the noble bouse of Hadnor. 

Hie Ear] of Eisei need itA no truer nobility 
' than that a( his ancestor. Sit William Capel, i>hu 
was lord mayurof London iii 1503, and wns unc 
of the rictims of those tnbmons fnTDurites Empson 
and Dudley, who once levied a fine on him 0M6OOI. 
fat a false charge of not punishing some penons 
brought before him for coining. They neit fined 
bim in a lum of tOOOJ. for teCnsing to pay whicb, he 
was coiuRiitted to theTovei; not was he released 
until the dealh of the monarch, and the execution of 
Empsonand Dudley had expiated theit crimes. 

The ancestot of the Earl of Dartmouth, Thomas 
^iX^ o' ^gS^t, a skinnei, was twice lord mayor, 
in 1347 and 1S54, and member fat the city of Lon- 
don. He lent the kini^, Edward III., no lea a ram 
thsnSOOi. towardacarryingontheFrenchwu'; nhfch 
wai more than any citizen adviaeed, excepting the 
lard mayor and Simon de Frauncii, who each ad- 
vanced 8001. 

Sir William Craven, merchant taylar, who was lord 
mayor of London in 1610. and who married Ibe 
daughlet of a citiien, was the ancestor of the present 
Eari Craven ; and the Earl of Warwick is lineally 
descended from William Oreville, a citizen af London, 
and the " flower of (he woolstaplen." ' 

Thomas Bennett, mercer, who was sheiiff of Lon- 
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don in 1594, and lord m&joi in 1603, laid the foun- 
dalion of tlie fortnnei of the Eail* of TukerriUe, 
who are iineaUy descended from bim. 

The Bnceiloi of the Earls of Fomliet wu Richtid 
Femionr, ■ much penccnCed ciliieii, who, hiiing 
umssed a splendid fbrtnne u > meichsnl U Caitit, 
becuoe, on bia tetutn to IjindDD, an objecl for the 
eitortion and rspacitj of the crotnrei of Uenij Uie 
Eighth. FoT TelieTing s poor pritst, of the luuQe of 
Nlcholu Uaynei, wbo hid been hi) confcHor when 
in priion, with eigbl penCe and ■ couple of ihiiti, be 
wu commilled to the Maiahaliea priaon. tried and al- 
taiated, and his whole pmpeitj foiTeited. , ThLi mei- 
chant liad formetij In hia lenice Will. Somen, the 
royal jciter, who appeaTS to bate had Mmelhing more 
nloabUinhijctinipo^tionthaomeTediQlkr;. When 
Somen, who bad became a faioiuite of tbe king, 
heard of Ibe cnieltj towards fail eld master, bs took 
advantage of the king's melancholy' loraids tbe cloic 
of his life, to remind him of tbe circnmalance. Tbe 
iiing, conscience-slrickea, oidered tbe reitltotlon 
of hia eatala ; but be died before ttiis act of abmemenl 
wa* complete ; aad it »ai not until tbe Wh of Ed- 
ward VI. that Mr. FumooT bad even the partial lesto- 
ralion of bit property. 

The Eafl of DunUj owes the fini elevation of hia 
family (o John Bligb, a Xjondon dtiien, who wai 
employed ai agent to the speculator! in tbe Iiiab 
estates, forfeited by tbe rebvltion of 1641, and vho 
beeauK an adrenloFer bimiclf with 6001. 

John Cowper, an aldeiman of Bridge-ward, and 
sheriff in 1^1, w«t the ancertor of Earl Cowpei^ 
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•nd the EaH of Romnejr i> deicaided from Tbomu 

IfanhaiD, ddmnui of London, who died in 1634. 

Lord Dicte'i KDccitor, Sir Bobeit Dkcit, itu bui- 
kor to Chutei I. aiui thoagh he ioil 80,0001. by that 
nonuch, left a princely foituns to hii deacenduib. 

Lord Dormei is deicended from Sir Michkri Dar- 
ner, aheriff of London in 1519, and lord major in 
IHl. 

Vi«eDonl Dndley and Ward's atfceilOT «a> William 
Wwd, a wealthy goldsnith •»! London, wlw mu 
jewellei to Henrietta Haria, die conioR of Ciuulo 
tlie FirU. 

Sir Rowland Hill, wbo was lord luyat in the leign 
of Edward VI. wu ancegtoi of Laid Berwick, Lord 
Hill, and •■ all the HilU in Shropahite." 

WwB we to eitend our notice to moiE recent times, 
we ^oald find that our Gianthanu, CaringtOBi, and 
mtDj other title* not a centuiy old, owe their origin 
entirely lo tucceufnl camiDerce. 

The kings of Engtand have shewn tiieir reipect for 
the ciUieni of London in other modes, eqnally une- 
qoiTOCtl. There are few of the pnnciptl compaideai 
who hate not numbered on their roll many indi- 
Tiduali of the royal line, who have owned themaelrei 
prond to add this to their other distinctions, and many 
of noble blood, who were.ambitiaai of being free of 
the same craft with their aoTcreigns. The Merchant 
Tsjion boast of, at Itaat, eight kings, eighteen 
princes and dofcei, and one archbishop; besides a 
long lilt of earls, vucounti, and barons. The Skin- 
iien bare had, of their fraternity, sii kings and five 
qoecni ; the Grocers, fire kings, and seraral prjnees. 






«7 

Jamei tbe First na> a member of both the machsnt 
U;lon aod- clolhwoTken' campaoiea. Wheo nutdc 
free of tbe Utter, be bad bem dining vUh one of its 
bodj. Sir John Watts, nbo liad the honour. of filling 
Ibe civic chair in 1607. As he «u Bboat lo depart. 
Sir John, in the ficedom ohich craivlvialilj iiupire*. 
beiought bis majesi; to go and be made free of the 
clolbwoi^en ; James auented, and tbe Lord Major 
accMilinglj conducted him to the campanj'i hall, in 
Miocing Lane. His m^ettj wai . received h; . tbe 
master, vaideni, ami auUlant*, tonlxHii be addraaced 
himself in the niost graciani manner, fie aakecl 
" wbo wu tbe niaater of lbs company V Hie Lard 
Major piCMiited "Sir William Stone." ■■ Sr Wil- 
Jiam," laid the Lmg, •', wilt tfaon make me free of the 
dolhworimir' "Yea,'' replied the master, "and 
think mjsdfa happj man that I live to aee the day." 
" Give me tby hand then," aaid James, " and nan I 
am a clothvorker." Hii majesty then called fbr 
bread and wine; which being presented to him by the 
Earii of ShrcwabDry and Cilmbertand, freemen of the 
company, he rose up and said, "Now I driuk. unto .all 
my good brethren, the clotbworkera. - And 1 pray 
God to blew them all, and all good Clothworken. 
Aad for proof of oui special favour to the fnitei- 
ni^, 1 do here ^ve rmto this company, ttto brace of 
bo^ jevtjt fraever.against the time of tbe election 
of Ihe master and wardens." 

ENCOUBAGEMENT TO FOREIGN 

SETTLERS. 

To be jealous of strangeraiaon^ of those prejudices 
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common to tiM'TnlgU afKU agei and coottri*!.' The 
citueni of Lanioa hnn not only ihucd td il InigHji 
bnl, baring poitn privilege) than moat cidieDs, (bey 
laciii to ban ben prapoitioiiably nunc (bbIohi to 
keep to Ibem9e^FH all (he beaeSU Ibat conld be de- 
lived hom tbem. Had it in tbia iattance depeiKled on 
(be popular rotce, minj centurio moat bare elapsed 
before a nagle tbieigoeT woald have been permitted to 
•etlle Id the Britiab metropatia ; nor wonld die popn- 
IwToice hare been oTeiniled.could a fieqnent reconna 
to ad* of rioleace bave given anmipottncs to iti iSe- 
tatei. Happilj for tbe citlxeni of Londan, nod 
for Ibe coanttj at large, tbe Englbh govennnent In* 
Wen on thb point almoat uoifonnlj and r«olntely 
oppoaed to tbe vidgar opinion ; for it ii now maltn vt 
hiiloiy, tbal to tbe euij and contlniwd encooiage- 
ment, which our Edwards and EHgOiethi, oar Cran^ 
men and Burleigfaa, Itave pvea to tbre mgenious and 
oppreued of all connlriea to talie sbalter nndfi tb« 
£ngli(h (ceptie, we are indebted for ths introduatiim 
of b; far (be greater pdhlon of those manufaclnies, 
and for nnch of diat fbnagn trade, which now coBsti. 
tnte (he ctaief aomcei of our national proaperi(j. 

The eadiei( foreign compan; aeUled in London, oT 
which we have any trace, were " Ibe Emperor's Men," 
a body of German mercbanti, who aetUed here in tlw 
time of Canute. Tbej paid annually to tbe king, for 
bis protection, two ptecei of grey cloth, and one of 
brown i (en pounda of pepper ; Rt^ pair of glove* ; 
and (wo CBtka of wine ; being all specimeoi of the 
lort of commodttiei which tbey imported into tbia 
country. 

For B long time no foreign nt 



lo bring thBgoodibeimported on Bhote, bat wu obliged 
to expose Ibeni fat sale on board the ihipi in which 
tliej BiriTed. In the reign of Henrj III. bowerer, 
tke corporation being in want of moncj to uiiac Ibmi 
in bunging water into the cil;, agreed with the fo- 
reign merchatitB, chiefl; Genuuii and Flemingi, tbat 
for the sumof lOOi. paid down, and forty marki jen- 
\j ewa after, the; ihoold have the piinlege of landing, 
iioBuag, aad vending their commoditiei. 

The fint of out monecchB, who made ■ public pro- 
clamatioD of protection to atl foreigners, was Edward 
the First. The law which be passed in theii favour i> 
Boir, l» the atraoger in England, what Magna Cbatta 
is to tile. native citiien. Itonjained that themeichanti 
of GetnuMiy, Fiance, Spain, Portngal, Flaikdert, "and 
of ail other foreign paitt, might safelj come with 
tbeii loercbandize into the kiag'j citiea, towns, and 
porta, and tell the jume;" that tfie; might " idso 
caurj bejond sea the goods thej might want in Eng- 
laikd, paying the itsual cnaloms;" that speed j justice 
sbonld be done to all foreign -merchants; and the more 
cotaiiily to ensure tliit, that on any trial between them 
and Engliahmeo, the jury, ahoold con»st of one4ialE 
. fbieigners, and the other half nadvei. In tetum for 
these important pritileges, and in order to give a 
preferable enconragentent to native shipping, Edward 
DCrel; exacted a amall additional duly on all imports 
and exports when made by fareiguera. 

Edward the Third not only confirmed this charter 
of priviieges, but having, ia the course of his cam- 
paigns in Flaaden, obieived bow much that country 
was enricbed by ita niannfaclnrei of cloth, he pre- 
niled with great unmben of Flemiab cloth- workers. 
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la coBC ovei ukI lettle in ^■-gi-~t Here ihty put- 
Died lb«i[ art iritli lO mncb locceia, and indaotd u 
BUny of the nstlTci to foUaw it, that in ■ few jean 
then w«B looma in tfae country, equal to tbe mmu- 
{ustnie of tbe wbole wool it eouid produce. Edward, 
theiefore, paaied ■ lav, inteidicting, in future, tbe 
exportatioD of Eogliih iraol ; and, (or tbe still futhet 
encottragemenl of native indoatij, iie prohibited the 
impoTtation of all woollen clotha from abroad. We 
see here a Atriking instance of the good which a wise 
prince may confer on hii country. The Moie monarch, 
who had the lagacitj to perceive all the advantage* 
which might be derived from the iLill of the itranger, 
had atao the pioud utiifaction of teeing, through hit 
encouiagement and ptolectkin, a manufacture intro- 
duced and eitabliabed, which has since become the 
iTtPM of England. 

So benelicial a preient to a people mnst, for a long 
time, have put to shame every prejudice they might 
be djapoied to entertain agvnit the admiauon of 
foreigner! among them. But when the race of the 
Snt Flemish adventurers was lost through iuter- 

woolleu manufactorei) became, as it were, idenlilied 
nth the English name, old obligations were forgotten, 
and the natural antipathy to strangers revived. It 
ohimaed, however, do counteaance from the laws, 
until an usurper bad seated binuelf on Uie throne, 
who cared not what concessions he made to the arbi- 
trary views of others, in order to gain tlieir support 
to bis own. The citiaens of London, cajiJed by 
BocLingbam and misled by a servile chief-magistrate, 
.were the Gnt to cry V God save King EJchard!" atul 
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Hidianl in retarn canfnred apon Ibcm, imoag otbet 
f*TDDn, ■ stBtnte, irbidi, DDd«r tbe preteace of re- 
goUling, wu loeiint, in inlilj, to put mi end to all 
fbrtign rivalry. The act rcciteii that foicij^n from 
Taiioiu parta, " Venedaiu, Apaliana, Siciliana, Lnc- 
CBnera, CatalDjns" (Catalaoiuu), and ottien, " did 
in great numbera inhabit and keep lionse, at wetl in 
London aa in otbercitiei and burghi within the inlm, 
and took warehaoies and cellan to put therein their 
meichandizei uid warRi." It then enumerate! what 
ate catied ■■ their evil doingi," tbe chief of which ap- 
pear to have been, that the; gcoerally kept their 
goods till tlu; CDuld sell tbem to the beat advantage ; 
■old tiiem to whoeverwould bay (" to all manner of 
people") in imdl ag well' iia large quactitlea; and 
did not make their retunu to the contiaenl ioBritiah 
produce, hot in ip«cie. In order (o remedj' thcH 
fancied evila, Bicliaid ordained, that in tatun aH 
fureigB merchants ihonld aell and baiter their goods 
in gr^if only, and not by retail ; and that they should 
employ the proceedi in the ports where the gooda 
firtt anived, in pnrcbaiing commoditiea and mercban- 
dise of the realm, nnder pain of confiscatian. 

Owing probably to the difficnlty of enforcing such 
inquisitorial regoiationi, and, no doubt, also to the 
downfall of dieir deapolic inlhor, Ibey appear tn 
hare speedily bllen faito negteet. Henry tire Seventh 
contented himself with pauing some enactment* 
(1 and S Henfy VIl. c. 9 and 14) (o prevent any 
evioion of the additional duties which the great char- 
ter of Edward I. imposed on the commercial (ransac- 
liflns of foreigners ; and wbeii in 1493 the populace, 
angiy at the indastrious rivalry of certain meicbaoti 
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of the Hum Towne, loie (umaitDOiul;, and plim- 

daed Ihcii wuehouH's in TbRines-street, he Bhowed 

tog (he ringloden la be proiecuted wilh sRrerity, 
•sd leiend of tbem to atone for it irilh their iiTu. 

The citiieDii, howerer, loalcing on Cheae men ntber 
M iDturljn to R common cudc, IhaD u crimtiuds, de- 
' rived so inttraction from theii eiempluy fiite. It 
wu regarded, on theconlnuy, ai a cruel aggiaialioD 
of the erili which tbej aaffered from the settlement 
of foreigners aniODg them ; ooi did it deter tbem, a 
fie* yean aftenraTda, from again giving vent to their 
animoutj, by one of (he mint serions tumults whkh 
■lain the citj'g annali. The prima raovei in (he du- 
tnrbince, on tbii occuion, was a nuiD of the better 
clais of cidzena, of the name of John lincolae. Jl 
abort time before Easter week, 1517, he itBi(ed upon 
Dr. Bell, who hr9 engaged to preach one of the 
Easter BermoDS at the Spittal chnrch, and laying be- 
fore him a written statement of tlie gricTancea which 
the lieges were aappoaed to snffer from the competi- 
tion of foreign intetlopera, prevailed with the doctor 
to give hii promise, that he would read it from the 
pulpit. Bell, who appears to have entered, widi all 

aatiafied with inerel; reading the tirade of hia friend, 
bat followed It np with some eihurtator; words of 
his own, which pointed, in terms not (□ be mianndeT' 
stood, to the sort of remedy which he vrished the 
people to apply to. the evil. ■' The heavens," said 
_this crafty cipounder, " belong to the lord of Hea- 
ven, but the earth he hath given to the children o( 
men. England is the spot which he has given to 
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Englidmea, and, u birds defend Iheic nesb, so 
oDght Eoglichinen to defend (heir loih from the intro- 
■ioii of ilieoa. Yea, even aa the swaltow repelleth 
the luarper from her ancient abode, ihonld thej drive 
out Iboae who itonld dinde wilb Ibem the ioherittnce 
of thai falhen." The people, aa ma; natanllj be 
mppoied, greedily imbibed lewoni io entiielj bc- 
cOTding iridi their own prejudices on die subject 
Few were so timid as not to dedare openly their 
opiajon, that the lemorat of the strangers would be a 
righteoni ttnng in the right of heaTcn ; and it was 
not iOBg before »me were emboldened, by the pre- 
Talence of nch sentiments, to hazard the experiment. 
Oa the SStli of April, a aomber of yoong braggBTti 
began bj pinding the streets, iniulting creiy f<t- 
icigTtet they met ; some tliey baffeted seyerelj, utd 
otben they threw into the kenaet. It seemed to ha 
tbeii object to stir up b genonl commotion for the 
cleannce of the dtjr {torn aliens ; bnt l>efbre they 
had guned any consklerable accession to their num- 
bers, tbey woe dispersed by (he lord-major, with 
the aid of the civil force at his command, and sereral 
of the most forward of them committed to prison* 
The people seemed generally to view the failure of 
this attempt with regret, and mingled with their 
iBurmnrs hints and threatenings, Ihst many days 
would not elapse before another attempt woald be 
made, the success of which would leave popular veu- 
■heance nothing to desire' It is by no means clear, 
that any plot for this pnrpose had actually been 
[otaed ; and rumoni, at least, told a most improbable 
lale, when it everywhere ga^e forth, that the design, 
which the citizens had in contempUlion, was to make 
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» «Be»1 iRMMcre of Uie ftmigneri in London, on the 
efe of owl Msj-dnj, so wiowOTsrj hUhoMo <t«- 
,otri I. Writ, ..djoj. Tl. «o,, l..«i .» "oj 
to thB esn of tiie king'* couocU. snd tlie presidont, 
Csidinsl WolMj, on ^^ l8«t day of April, sont fo. 
"*»,.,.. to »1.1.. .10. M- on 0,0 .nbj«,. 
Tb.n,.j.. «".dto di«n:dl, H. ».,«.., b.l .► 
,.,«i tho .»di.J. thst b. .u -on ptopmd t. JO. 
pn,, sn, .tt.n,pt .Mob .igbt b. n..d. tod«ln,b bo 
™. of tho oit,. On bl. lonlAip'. Kbm from tho 
Mloco be criled tho ooutt of «Vdetn«n togother, who 
Iiol..d,b, . ooosidotsbk n»joiltJ, thst tbo onl; 
nrFrtnlb)nuv mesanro necesssrj irss, to luno on 
'""■"„/„ ,„ ionld hat" hi. ho.«: oflo.»ino 

o'oi,<k thst ..»«.8. tin •«■' »i-> ''•'^ " "' '"'■ 

lowinn mornmo. The recotdet «ss lont to comniu. 

nitsto ihl. Tosolntion l» tho kinj'. ooonod, ond ro- 

tgtoed«itbtbeiientiioapptoTSloftbe meaiUTO. 
So moob Itao hsd. bowoTop, boon H»t.d i. the,, 

pritaiou, d.bt«TUbn., tbot tho h..,h«l.Jn.d, 
* edftererj msntobeatbome, before the oidet 

todtst ("Po" boB- to bo p,.elJ.rf ihrooshoot 
the cUy. Tbe aldeimeo hsd joM sepsiated, end were 
otfeodioi, to thel ,e,p.o0.e,..rfs to ... .tenfosped, 
Eo one if dn!». »' '"bn M.ndnj, ss he .s, 

psssln, .1... Cbespsld. •■-bo. of Ud, 

Klog stht^klo., togod..,, sod .Itb ..o,. ^ tb«. 
Jli t n commanded them instsntj, to dupene. 
olTor the.. 1. ignomnoe. a. the, pmbshJ j sU 
-ere of the orfc dist bad beoo issned, obse.ved to 
hi. «o.ship. dtst the, «eto doing no bsto,. and 
ftst bTS;. not .hat tight ho bad to Intetfejo. 
Thealde.rasn.di.pl.s>edal Uiis impochmenl of lun 
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■otharil;, >eiied the spraker. in order to drag him to 
the Compter, but the jmiDg men immediRtel; inler- 
pmed to MTe tb^ compaDHM, and bj load calls of 
"'Pienlices! 'prentkeil clubs) dabi!" broagbt so 
many to their aaaiataiice, that the aldennan was forced 
(o quit hii gtaap, and to eomnlt hii safety by flight. 
llie creitd wfaich tbii acddental brawl bad collected, 
was qainkly iBcreaaed bj grrat nnmbers, espedallj 
of Ibe lower clawea, who, full of the tamoun of the 
dty, imagioed, that Uie distarbaoce abroad coold be 
Dutbing elie tban the commencement of the eipecled 
attack on the foteigoers, and were all, more or less, 
eager to witnsii or partidpale in the affray , No 
pieriotis concert wag DecGiBary (o enable a fen wicited 
■^tators, like lincolne and B«ll, to org? on a mob thui 

ail tbst tear had prophesied of them. The ci; of 

■'Downwitli thefoteigners !" was nosonnerraised, than 

il was echoed from a tboueand toDgnci. The infuriated 

nbbie immediately rtiebed towards Si. Martin'g-le- 

Gnind, and other qoartets of the dity, inhatnted bj 

foreigneni in^ain, tfieroayorattd aheriffa atioTc to 

oppose theii pronen; and still more vainly did the 

Iteuteoant of the Towel cannOBade the city, with balli 

1 which thteatened deilmcdon equally to friend and foe. 

I 4 Happily fot hanianily, the foreigners, taking warning 

^f froin tbe rumoiirt wfaichnere afloat, had all either 

^.-t ied, oi concealed thenuelies in places of safety, and 

Ihe |uliage of tbeii deierMd hooses was all that re- 

,^1, taained to iclnl ^ netigeaDce of dieir savage piir- 

^- saeti. For many hoora tbe work of deTaetation 

^- coDtinwd ; nor until the fiae of tlieion reminded the 

, ; riotnt '• to do obaerraiKie to a mom of May," did 
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die; begia to diapettt to (hrir honKi. Tbe nngb- 
tratei, who were uuImuIj ainiting thti Mattering of 
the niuttltnde, now uertod dienneivts with a Tigoar 
and actiiilj ill contnited with their pTTiiaui iueffi* 
dency. In eveij itreet and ailej lome goiltj liater 
found the HTenue to bii home obitnicted bj the 
officer! of jnitiee ; and in one ih«t hoar, Newgate 
and the Compter wen filled whh pri»nen. 

Intelligence of tb« riot had, in Ae tonne of the 
night, been lent off to the king, who was then at 
RicbnioBd ; and, hj commaBd of bia nujesty, the 
Earit of Shrewiboiy and Surrey, at the bead of nich 
foraei ai Ihsy cooJd mniter on Ae ijutant, liuleDed 
to London. At tn o'clock in the moining, the; en- 
tered the city ; bat by tluB time dv (Iraeti had been 
cleared, and older rcatored. 

A comniiwon of oyer and teminer wu on (be 
■ame day directed by bii tnajuty to the Soke of 
Norfolk and othei lordi, for the trial of the pruooen. 
On tbe Id of May, two handred and eighty penons 
were capitally arraigiied at Goildhalt, and haying all 
pkaded not guilty, were allowed one day to prepare 
tot trial. On the momiug of the _4tb, tbe Dnke of 
Norfoiki in order to goatd agonal any iaterfemice 
with tbe proceeding on the part of the populace, re- 
paired bi Guildhall, at tbe bead of a body of 1300 
aimed men. Tbe pcntHu tint put on tbar trial were 
UbcoIbc, the chief initij^tar of the distnrbaitca, two 
brotben of the name of Betti, and ten olhen, noted 
for the aclire part the; had taken. The whole of 
theae thirteen were found guilty, and condemned to 
die. The (entenee waa ordered to be pi^in eaeca- 
tion on the Ttb, and the trial of the otlier pri*o&en 
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mi, in Hm meui time, m^ieiHled. On Ibc Tlfa, the 
ooforUiule mm were dnwn on kanllef to Che^nide, 
■nd the ringlradin', lincolne, «u eiecnted ; bnl, m 
the olhen wne iiith the ropek idiaut theit niski, ex- 
pecting every mDment the mow igDijiainiaDi fiUe, ttie 
welcome tiding of ■ leipile urived. Tiie ctimiiKk 
wei« condaoted back to ptiaon.cnd inniediBtely aflei 
the armed force, which Ii4d been qoartered on the 

Encouraged by IheK prooft of a lenieat feding oB 
the part of the king, the loid-mayor, recorder, and 
aldetmco, preientcd IhemselTei at the palace, mt sup- 
plianli for fu andience of hi* majeaty. ATlet being 
kept a long time in waiting they vret«, al leogtta, adr 
mitted; uid, Uling on ttaeii knaet, the lecordet 
bSHHight the king to foi^*e tbem fur the diaattieiu 
e*enti of May-day, and U> hiTc compauku on the 
many mingaidad penona who gliJlawutedhiideeiiion 
on their fate. Tlie diiturbance, he taid, b^ oilp' 
nated with " a imall number of light peraoni," and 
wai deeply deplored hy the citiaeBs at largb "Why 
then," eaclaimed Henry panuonately, " did yoa not 
fight with tbis small number?" The deputation le- 
mainod lilent, and the king proceeded to rapciinaad 
them in seieic terma foi tfae negligence they had 
9iunraanlbeaccauoDr~fo> wiDkiog.u bs aTemd.at 
the outrage on the poor foreigners. Not a woid of 
kiadneu mould be vonchiafe them, but, turning 
haitily away, left Uiem, overwhelmed with leproacli- 
N, and iiill on their kneei. 

Uency, Ihongh but too juatly offended, aeemi 
ta bain had little deuie la judge tbe citizem in 
math. A lew days aflei, he caused it to be inli- 
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mled to Ibem, that be wonld hold a court at Weitmiii- 
itecHalJ.on the lStfi,wb«iiit waiprobabb aMCODd 
•olicilation might be attended with bappiei mnlti. 
The dtiieni, leiiiiig eageilj on the hope whicb now 
pteKnted itself,. tewlTed, that nothing ibould l>e 
wtnting on theii part, which coohl gm to the appti- 
catioD an ^peamwe of tiie deepeat penitence and 
nibmiuioa. Nerer hu the Ci^ of Loudon presented 
a ipedacJe of graatei bnmlliation. The lord-mayor, 
the recorder, the iheriffi, the aldEcmen, the conimon- 
coancL, and other priiKipal dtiicni, all went dothed 
in drap moaming ; Ibey were followed by tbe priio- 
nen, atripped lo their ibirta, bound wilfi coida, and 
with halten rooDd llieir nenki. On enlering Weil- 
mmster Hall, at the nppet end of wbich Henry wat 
•ealed in great poBp, aonounded by hii coortieii, die 
proceiaion fell on their kneei, and tbe recorder, on 
flie part of the city, again implored bia majealy'i 
clemency. Henry turned to the cardiiuJ, u if Iih 
Titing bii o|union on theii leqaeit. Wolaey jKoletled, 
that tliey deaerred no fsTour in bia nujaaty'i wght ; 
be eipattated on the heinonaneu of theitoSOBce, tbe 
BDpiDeneia of the magUtratea, the dligrace wbkb locta 
ontn^ei on furrignera was calculated to bring on liis 
tuajeity'i goiemtoent; and concladed by declaring, 
tliat the priaonera all richly merited death. The dis- 
mayed citiseni anppliealalBload for " Mercy!" tbe 
noblemen around the throne inteiceded ; and Hemy 
waa, at last, graciomly plirased to prononnce a gene- 
tai pardon. A shout of gratitude bunt from (be 
pcisonen; they flung Ib^r halteca to the loof of tbe 
hall; and retired, Inmultaously rejmcing, from tbe 
royal piesence. 
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The memory of these erenti cauied tbe tal of 
Maj, 15ir, (0 be ever *ftei calked Ibe^rit May-day f 
*nd led fw ■ long time to the SDipemioD of Qm oiiul 
Maj-day putimei. It doea not appeu, howeier, 
that, memonble ai the leuoo wu which the cituem 
lecdTe^lenltaiiocrasian.U tended, in any material 
degree, to leraen the prejudice! nhich they cntec- 
lained agajnit foieignen. They ie«iii to hare been 
thankfol foi Ihai eacape from panishmeut, yet not 
coDvinced of (he guilt that incurred it. In a rery 
fe« years after, «a meet oilh acta of the corpoiatioB, 
which enoce u much hoatili^ aa ever to attaogera. 
la 1516, the commoii-coniicil, asauming an anthoiity 
■hicli did not belong to them, prohibited all foreign- 
en froB imputing woad into tbe city, and all citisem 
from pieiDOiiig " lo buy, aell, or miunlain any kisd 
of meiGautile inteicoDna with fDreignen dealing in 
woad." And in 1517, ibey farther declared, that it 
iboiUd t»e a reaion for diifraBchiiemenl, " if anj 
freeinan or frefiwoman of tbia city, heieiftei cotoor 
(paaa) any foreign goodi, or from hencelbrtb boy or 
aell any dothi, silks, winea, oils, or any olhei gooda 
ot merchandiae, whatsoeier (hey be, the property of 
ImdffKta, and irhetber he take any thing or thinp 
(d( tua 01 their wagei, or labour, or doL" 

TbefzclDiire ajuiil which theae acts betrayed waa 
again, bowerer, checked by the iulerteiencH of go- 
(etninenL In tbe reign of, Edward VL the Ftolectoc 
SMBereet, and Arcbbiibop Cnnmer, both exerted 
lfaenucl«e« nust ttrenuoosly in fsTour of a more 
Ifberal poli^. They procured an act of pailia- 
Bent, which not only anthoriicd strangen lo follow 
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their oceapatimia in the eilks aad boroagln of Eng- 
land, but declu-ed, that the; ibould be alio cntided 
lo thrfiec eirrcise of their religion ■ In conwqaeoce 
of tlHi mconngeiuent, giCal aumbers of foreign 
protestanti, penecuted at honie «a ■ccountof tbeir 
fulh, »iigkt refiigB in fiagtBOd) and wcifl the raeui) 
of introducing man; profilabte wodicn, >ilk, and 
other maanfaeturca, particular]; al London, Norwich, 
Calcbetter, Canlerbar;, &c. 

It !■ a carloui fiu:t, that gr«at as was the jcaioutij 
which the citiieni of LondoD continued lo entertain 
of forETgnen, the; luffered lliem, withoat' Ibe leBsl 
hindrance or regnt, to engroia aa much aa the; 
pleaied of the ibip|Mng basineu of LondDn. Grown 
rich and laz; b; means <^ tbeir corporate piivilitgea, 
the; leem to hire desired nothing moitotttaa to be 
leftto the qaiet enjojineiilof them;' A(iy i*ei« mtfa- 
ont entcfpriie, wilboul invention; the; seem not to 
have hadahope of proBt beyond their own witJs, One 
Thomas Bamab;, a merchant of aome note. In alettet 
written about thia period to Sir William Cedl (after- 
wards Lord Butlelgh)liniiexpresseshim»rlfi" I thidk 
then iinev^r acit; in Cbliiteudom, b«ving tlie oe^ 
copying that tbTi city halH; thai 11 lO- atendeitjr 
proiided of siiips, having die lea coming lo h a»thii 
batb. I bare bean) of la;le mnch compjafniiig fbi 
English ships Id lade gnods into Spain and otfaor 
piaees, and none were tu be haii. I ja« thirty-aeven 
ho;s, laden with wood and timber, goal one tide onl 
of Rye, and narer an English mariner among them." 
The commerce of the country was, in fact, aimoat 
entirely carried on b; foreigners, belonging chiefty to 
Ihe Ilanse Towns, Of fifij thousand pieces of Eng- 
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Uih cloth, which were now asnually KnI to the can- 
tioent, aaiixlj a fifth put were exported b; &i|liilt 
nKtrchaoli in English bottonu. The indiffemkce 
obich Ihe citiioi) of London nwniieited on thb 
point «u the moni repreheDnble,tfant tbdtcompa' 
■iei had ill large nrTenoei, and did nothnig irilh 
tbcEB, is;i Bunabj, " hot nuking great feaiU ennj 
month or lii treekt at tbdi balli, and caauDg Tictoali 
to be dear." This honest mcinitor thought trnlj, that 
their wedth might be " turned la a more bonoarable 
<ue ;" and he therefore proposed, that twtcj companj 
■bontd provide and emploj, al leait, one ship, Udoi 
whh thecommoditieiinwhichitdealt. "Itwonld," 
u;> he, " be a great maiataining to the kiDg'i wb- 
jeela, for ererj craft to have a ship to canj their 
metcbaudiies to and bo, to the great advaBcenieBt of 
■be king's honoor, and to tbrar own commodltia." — 
He adds another pro>pect of advaatige, which doei 
great credit to hia asgacitj ; for, u jet, nothing wkl 
kDDwn of that ijstem of iniurance, nhich ii the 
boaat of tnodetn cDmntnce. '■ And if chance should 
fall (which God forbid), that a alup ihonld be loit, 
the halla might euUj bear the smuta thereof." This, 
project of Baniabj'B luled of auccess ; but hw 
repreientationa had the effect of rouaing the EogHah 
goremmFDl, for Ihe Gnt time, to a proper aenae of 
the (ail importance of having ihipping of our own, 
tocarr; on OBI own commerce. TheEari ofWanriek, 
who then preaKled oier the adminiitiation of aflairs, 
resolved npon a general measure for the encooiBge- 
ment of bigliah navigation, whicb, thongb it sanmred 
of the deapotic vigonr of bit goiemmetit, iras frsnghl 
with the most beneficial eonseqaencea to England- 
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Th* additioDkl dnlj on tS Importi ancl eiporls made 
byforetguen was, M once, iiiaed lo tvent; per cent. 
Tbs HauM Towns mnoastnled irarmlj against an 
hopoM, whkh Ihrj, with truth, represented to be 
neatlj prahlbiloiy of all foreign gbipping ; but War- 
wick, aatUfied to find that tbeii fean so far couCrnied 
tlin wisdom of his conduct, persisted in the bold ex- 
periment, England was not now, is in the earl; dajs 
of Edward the First, a countr; importing from the 
continent most of the manufactures which it consum- 
ed ; and a duty which would have been absurd in 
principle, as long as this state of things lasted, 
ceased to be so, when its object was to rouse En gliah- 
men to be themselves the bearers to all parls of the 
world of the products of their own industry. The 
consequences of it were speedy and decisive. A 
bounty of twenty per cent, on English shipping (for 
■nch, in fact, was the operation of the law) soon 
filled the pods of England with native traders ; a. 
nnraery for English mariners 'was established; and 
oat of it there arose, cte many' years elapsed, that 
narat power, but for which we might, once more, 
haTB been desliaed to recdve ftobi a foreign armada 
the fate of a conquered people. 

The '• red annals" of Maty's reign cannot be ei- 
peeled to contain much in fatout of the persecuted 
subjects of othet countries-, yet it was a period which 
added considerably to the foreign portion of the po- 
pulation of London. It whs the heart-breaking sorrow 
of this bigot queen, that while she swayed the sceptre, 
Calais and other towns of France, which the valour of 
Edward the Thirdbad added to English dominion, and 
the valonr or good forlnoe of his soccesson bad pre- 
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tened, were for evei lost la this counlrj. Many of 



tuID. Those uf Hammes and Gvisna lettlcd in a 
part of Uiat suburb of Loadon, called St. Citberine'a, 
which has hence, b; a strange conaptioD, been called 

Dariog the loleianl reign of Ellzabetli, the nnmber 
of ibreigntrj in Lgndon increased more tapidJJ than 
at any preceding period. In 1566, the; weie re- 
ported to amoiiDt to S730 ; in 15S0, to 4047 ; and in 
1593, to 4300. The majority of them were Dntch 
and French ; and among those least \n aumber were 
the Scots, who, in I566, only musJeri'd forty. The 
proportion of denizeus. or naturalized foreigners, was, 
in 15G6, somewhat more tban one fifib; in 1593, 
equal to one fourth. 

So unwonted an iDflui pf itrangers reviled, in the 
nundi of the citizens, all their old prejndii:es against 
tbem, and was again, as in the daji of Bichard, 
made a pretext for loud complainu, that the foreigners 
did not employ the mouey tliey received for their 
impoiti in the purchase of native comiaodilitn, hut 
remitted it to their respective countries in specie, or 
by Inlts of eichajige 3 and so very plausible did this 
objection seem, at £rat, to the sage Burleigh, that,' 
in 1573, be actually usned an order " to compel the 
employment of all money growing by wares brought 
into the realm by strangers, upon wares of the realm 
to be carried outwards," and that " witbia sii 
ntODlhs." The foreign merchants, however, sLerled 
tbemselves so guccessfuUy in demonstiatuig to the 
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trcafDrei the liuilsbip and impolicj of tliig regula- 
tion, that it wu (IIowmI to remalii ■ drad letter. 
The f«]*ene» of the prctnt, itfaich gave occision to 
it. iw< itrikiiiglj demonjlrmled b; one posuge of 
their itHlemcDt. " Inirtesd," Mid thej, " of there 
being any lick of employment oal of the rrftlm for 
Engliib commoditiea, tbe denuuid ii » great now, that 
tlie Gompuiiu of the Merchant AdTenlnren, the 
Spaniih merchant), the Moacarian mercbanti, and 
the Eailland merchaDti, are tain to itint themsetvea, 
what erery merchant thotiM ship ont of the realm, 
accordibg to the antleuly of continnance, place, and 
freedom, ntry body being r«aSy to tony nut more than 
eould be bouglU" 

When Ihii mode of annoyance hadfaited, another, 
equally lenenble for II9 aatiqaily, waa had reconrse 
to. In 1586, the apprentices, in the hope, no doubt, 
of doing an acceptable lerrice to tbeir masters, con- 
certed the plan of a general attack on tbe foreigners ; 
and bat for the vigilance and Gnnneu of Eliiahetti 
and her council, the citj'might hare had another 
Evil Afoif-d^ to add to ila aimala. SeTeral of the * 
conipiiaton irere arretted and pouiibed. 

It «ai next diacovered, that die queen's revenue 
was BOToasI; injured hy tbe piactjeea of foreigner) ; 
and the comptnillei of the customs, Mr. Thomas 
Smith, who was directed bj her majesty to report on 
the Gonectness of this statembnt, gave it his most 
unqualilied sanction. The revenue did, indeed, suFTcr 
greatly ; but in s way which Hie reader will scarcely 
expect to see converted iuto a matter of glare com- 
plaint. These evil-doing foieignera, it seems, had 
iulrodaced into England so many maDofnctures, 
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which it iru preiioiulj ubJiged to import from 
abroad, that there na> a most alarming falling off in 
(he qnantitj of fordga goodt importBd, and of coune 
in tlieciutonii derived from tbem 1 But let the lepoit 
of Ihe comptroller speak Ibi itulf ; it ia allDgctber a 
rety ungntai specimen of erroDeooa neira of na&Hiai 
welfare. " He bad sought ou^'' be sija, " ai near 
ai be could, tbe ceitaiat; of the qoeen't louet, and 
tJaderaiice in her cuitomi invaida, b; (be late in- 
creaae of made wares bere, wUch wtra atcuilomtd b> 
btbmight Hill) tAit rmlm, and annreredberbigluieisa'i 
cuatom aadsubaidj fal Ow luue, al leatf , to tbe nlue 
of 10,0001. jearl; ; which did ariie in thEu commodi- 
dea following, vie ttriped canvaa, ibiped aackcioth, 
toft and pluD mocadoea, Norwich and Sandwich 
grograma, ic^es, aayea, diaperiea and tapntries, and 
all kindi of fringes and lacei of gold, ailver, and of 
ciewel ; beaides baja and frlzadoea. Of ahich ami- 
mcditU* m lime poil nut tuna at alt, or very f tie, maiM 
kert. Farlbenoore, tbat be bad teamed dwie waa a 
great nnmber of l>aiie made in England, at Saodirich, 
Norwich, Colcbeater, and Thetfbrd; whereot manj' 
woe spent there, and many to^i lenl for lo Ftrttigal, 
Spam, and Che Loa Coimtriti. That he bad also learn- 
ed, tbat tbe number of baize, making there, did mnch 
hinder and decay tlie making of Welsh, Cheshire, 
and Mancbeater cottoni, and of other coarse cloth 
made in tbe north parta, as northera cottons, cardinal 
whites, nonhera tlreittei, northern checks, and penj- 
stonea ; and also of pindewliitei and plaines, made 
ia the west coantry. Tbat the decay of tbe making 
^ tfaeie cammoditiudid not only hinder the qeeen's 
cuatom outward:, but alao a great number of tbe 
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poor, wbkb wcio woat to be mt on woA bj the 
tame. Foi he bad leuned, Ihtl the slnpgen let few 
Engliih on work. And Uilly, thai the msking of 
baiie, friauloes, uid inch like beie, did macb taiae 
the pnce of trooli and felti in thiinalm, whereby 
bet majeitj «u much hindered in her cnatoma oot- 
wud af theitapls." 

11 woDid teem, that Mr. Smith, Ibe antfaoi of thU 
nport, hid, on better inquiij, becoma gieatlj «n- 
lightesed on tlie jkAdH of which ittieatt: for it Is 
lecoided of the lame penon, that he afterwards le- 
proealed to Lord Bmldgb, that " though there 
wu aomo loM, by theae ntanu&ctQm, to the queen 
inbercDitDDB iDwardi, jet it »ai Tccamperued bj 
ber caitomi ootwud ) aod also proGtable to thFCom- 
IDonwealth, unce luch numbers of the cannaoditiet 
could not be wrought in the realm hj strangers only, 
but that they muit mi on woil: many poor people, 
nattves of thia realm. And wbcieaa it wn> thought, 
Qiat the nuking of theie wootd prove the decay of 
cJutbs and keniei, there were as many made then, aa 
had been in times past, and as mucfa worn within the 
realm u had beeo before time ; and that it appeared 
by the custom- books, there were as many carried ont 
of the realm as before." These second thougbli of 
the ctimptrolter were those which Lord Burleigh liked 
beat, and b; which he tiad the wisdom to acL 

Many oilier mapufketore*, beiideB those mentioned 
in Mi.Smrtb'i report were, about this lime, estahlirii. 
edinLoadanbyforeignen. JasperAudries and Jacob 
Janseo, two ppttersand Dutch tilen of Antwerp, intto- 
dnced Uie tutki^gpf gallipots. James Verielyn, a Ve- 
netian, erected the £ut glaas-house known in London, 
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and cirried on aucb a (nutc, Out it was made a ■ob' 
jecl of complahit agakit bim, that he consamed four 
bnndred Uioutaiid billets of wood eierj jetz. Cor- 
BciiiH Bauire and Contpanj viae onr first refinen 
of nigv, and before twenty jears elapsed, pat an 
ead ta the profits which (be sngat-bakeis of Antwerp' 
used to draw ttotn as. Some silk tbrowen, from 
Bingti, eilabli^ed tbe art of thiomsg raw silk, 
wJiich.iB a fewjears.gaTe emploj'ineBtto thoosaTida 
of poor people. Nor was it till these days of good 
QaeeD Bess, that tbe ladies of England were sup- 
plied with . pins of English iMnufscture ; for pre- 
noiulj itcost thrir bnibands not less than 60,000{. a 
year to impoit tbem from abroad. 

Stubbom as all these facts were, they could not 
- snbdne the Tolgar prejodice. In 159S, the dliicns 
of London applied to parliameat, lo enact, thai fo- 
iciptera shooid be, at least, restnined frDm the lElail 
of.Hll wares, whelbei manufactnted by thcinstdTes, or 
otbeis; and tbeii bill had the mppDit of oac, whoae 
name we did not expect to have to rank on the 
side of monopoly and all uncharilahleiiess — we mean. 
Sir Walter Ralejg^. In an energetic speech which be 
delirered on the occauon, he Ihns ei|»cssed liii 
«iewi of the labject. " It it pretended," said be, 
" that it ia against charity, agunst honour, agamst 
profit, to expel tiiciB fareigoeis. In my o^ion, il is 
no maimer of charity to relieve Ibem ; for Giat, such 
M Sj hither have fbraaken their own king ; our 
reli^on ia no preteit for them, tor we have no Dutch- 
maa Wa, but such as come from those placet where 
tbe gaqiel is peaidied. Ai for honDw, it is honour 
ta use ittaRgen at we are Died by them. But it ig a 
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lightous in > common weaJth, jet, > bateuess in a 
natioii, lo gire i natiana liberty which vie caimol're' 
ceiye again. In Antwerp, wheie oar inlerconne was 
moil, we were ncTcr luffeied id hare a taylor, at a 
•haemaker, to dwell there. Nay, at Mitui, where 
there are three hundred pound Englishmen, the; cui- 
not have id mncb ai a baiber amung ihem. And 
then, a> for profit, the; are all of the honse of Al- 
maine, who pa; nothing, ;el eat oui profits, and sup- 
plant am own people. I see, tbcrefore, no reason 
wh; w much retpect should be paid to them." 

Sir Robert Cecil made an able answer to Raleigh, 
and enlarged, with prophetic tiaion, on the hanoar 
which Eoglaod niiut derive from being lecoonted the 
"Rehge of diatreued nations." Sir John Wolie;, 
Jjitiu Kcretai; to the queen, addressed himsotf more 
inunedialel; lo the conaideration of the proGti de- 
nied from the encouragement of foreigner). Sach a 
reitiunt, he emphaticatl; remarked, " a> that pro- 
posed, ffould be to the injury of London itself, whose 
riches and renown came by the entertaining of stran- 
gers, anil giving liberty unto them. Antwerp and 
Venice woold nerer hare been <o rich and famous; 
thej would never have gained all the intercourse of 
the world, bnl for the friendship which the; enltivated 
with foreigners. If London would become great as 
they, aiie mast follow their eiample." 

The influence of vulgar opinion, however, prevailed 
even within tbe walls of the senate ; and the bill was 
passed in the commons by a cousiderable majority.' 

Fortunately, a dissolution of parliament ptevented 
it from being carried farther ; and no attempt has 
ever since been made to rescind that protection and 
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enconngnneDt, which the niiting lawk of England 
■ccon) to strangera. Tlie.poputsi leatimeDl, too, hai 
long since changed on the subject. The citizena of 
London haTc, ai well fs others, digcoTered, that a 
aarei vaj than either rjotiag or legislating, to pre- 
Kent foreigners from gaining an advantage oTer Ihem, 
u to riril them in indnstrj and pnwverance. All 
Ibe Bllempta which were made to fclter the foreigner 
iritb restrictions, wdre, In fact, jngt so many soitcita^ 
liaiu for a bountj on nslive indalence. Forced, at 
length, to emulate thoge whom Ihey could not put 
down, the citizcni entered on a caiiKrof indnstrj, 
the pioGts of which soon rPmoTed all occiuion fur 
eavjing the prosperity of otheii. DelestalioD gare 
•my ta ieapect> jealousy to friendthip. The citi- 
■en* of London, once so distinguished for their hos- 
Ijlity to aliaBS, are now renowned, throoghout the 
world, for lliur generona sympathy to the refugees of 
alt Mtioni. 



JEWS. 

A distinct lijie of aeparation appears to have pre- 
yaHed of old between the Jew and foreigner. Both 
were uppoied and persecuted by the populace ; but 
while there were always some persooi sufficiently en- 
lightened to befriend and protect the Chritlian strang- 
er; inuiy wtre the ages tKat elapsed before any one, 
either high or low, Ihoughl it Iha least disgrace to 
deny the rights of huutsnjty lo the poor Jew. The 
(■>reigliet was disliked simply' beeausa he was not 
En^sh ; the Jew waa iletestMl bccaise ht; wu sMne- 
thing neilhet English nor breigii-.-an eotcast and is 
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tnlMd — trittaoDl k coDDtiy, withcDt ■ SkTioni. Even 
•D Engliata iiili>it; could not endiota the vice in hii 
blood; far whether natiTe otfonigner, K Jew in Eng- 
land wu, informer timei, equalijin obfect of haired 
■nd cruelly. 

Willum the Fint ii lud to have Ent iutrodaced 
the race of Imel inio thu coimtrf , from B«uen in 
KonBuuiy. In Loudoo, they settled chiefly in Uioae 
put! of the dty called, Bfter them, St. lAwrencc 
Jewry, and OEave, or Old Jewiy. lliey becaise im- 
niediatelj noted a> money lenden, and for the exac- 
tion of an enonnotu inlereat on (heir loani ; nor can 
it he doubted, that their cupidity serred, in •ome 
degree, to inaligftte that penacation which religioai 
hatred inflamed, One of the earlieil papular con- 
plainli againit tbemwai, tlial they had the conscieocs 
to exact two abillingi a week for the loan of twenty. 

When they appealed to William Bufui againtf the 
ill-treatment which they receiTcd from hii Chiittian 
labjects, be deridiogly told them, that if they would 
only ibew that the Christian waa not the tme 
religion, he woold himself become one of their 

In the reigtt of Hemy II. the Jews were cottncted, 
or, at least, accoaed of debating the c<Hn <^ the 
realm ; and many of them, on Oat account, ponhfaed 
MTerely. We learn from Horenden, that it wai the 
Bune prince who otdered that Iheii butial place aboold 
be irilhout (he waHs of the cil;.' 

Richard I. commanded, that neither women nor 
Jews ghould be present at hii coronation ; the former 
because they were enchantressei ; the latter, becanae be 
inupned them (with leu tiulh) to be sorcerers. Some 
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J«in having Teoluted lo diiotte; thh oider, the po^ 
palace fell npou Ibem, aod made the offence of tbe 
few ■ pieteit for » geuenl nuucre. 

The lynal John, wilhoot any pnteit nbalevei 
except that of their being Jewi, extorted from them, 
by U>e moil cruel loTtniea anil tbreateniiigt, aixij 
Ihounnd maifci ; one imfbtlunalB ciealure had a 
tODtb polled out every daj, till be «■« glad to muom 
tbo, renaiader (at ten thonund pieces. Nor conld 
Ifaii bate fbrnted auj put of the griemicea which the 
bkimi IDM in anni lo redreu ; fin with all their le- 
qiecl lo lighta and piirilegei, thej tempted not, on 
ebtaiung poHRiaian of Loodon. to rifle and detnoliah 
Oe booaea of tbe Jewi, and to employ the atonei in 
repajraig the walla of the city. When Lodgale was 
taken down in 1S86, in order to be rebuilt, a large 
■tens was toaad in it, with this ioiciiplion in Hebrew 

(JMiactera " llii* is tbe ttation (oi ward) of Rabbi 

Itoae*, the ton of the honourable Rabbi Isaac" 
Lord Cbke thinks, that tbe Hebrew word, which ii 
ben rendered MHm, oaght lo be lianilated by the 
English wordi bufjing or Tttttng-jilact i and thai Ihii 
was the inscription of a giaTe-atoiie. Slowe, whose 
Inuislation we hiTc followed, has, bowcTer, giTen the 
aon onul aocrptation of the term i not ia Utere any 
occasion, by a fanfEiched meaning, lo add lo Qm 
goilt of tlie baroni, that of robbiDg tbe lepositoties 
of the dead. That guilt eonld not, indeed, hiTC been 
great la the eyes of Coke ; for after telling us of a 
uunber of Jews, who were penuadsd by the matter 
of a ahip to lake a walk on a sand-bank, where they 
were all turrounded by the tide, and drowned, -be hat 
BO other reflection to make on the perfidy of tfaii 






92 PERCV HISTORIES. 

utkiD iban obM is conUdned in Uiis climu, " And 

» pcriihed tbeie inGdcl Jews." 

The reign o[ Heurj tlie Third OM one oC tbcBOSt 
olMmiMui Hbich tfae Jem in llngland erer eiperi- 
CDced. iLAas now diKOTercd, in addiltoD to th^ 
other lioi, Ibtt the; kidnapped tbe childnn of Chri«> 
tiuu, and cnicilied then, is oidcT to bm tbeit blood 
at k medicine. Aboie two handled of them, accaaed 
of tbia Clime, weie brooght np bom Lincoln (• 
Wulmintter, and eighteen of them actaally bwged. 
SeveBotben were obliged, ludrr aaimiliTaccuiatuH^ 
to pay Iwentj thouiand marki to eaiMpe fiaipetntl 
impriaonmeBt. Henry offered Ibem «a oppartsmilif 
of piotectiog themtelTu fiom tba« Mmitiei, 1^ 
erecting ■ church for canmted Jem near the Tem- 
ple (now the BelU C&spat in Obanceij-lane) j tuid 
it is no. aurpriiing, that, oppretud a*>tbBy«a«i 
niuij of them became, or affected to becoOHir'CM- 
lert) to the Cbriitian foitb. T>ie' rnKjiKit;,- how- 
ever, reiiudncd stedfitt to the belief of tbeir fhtkem 
nor did Henry refuN Ibem pennisiion4o ha're a (daes 
of wanhlp for tbeuelre^ but witfa a jadlcnms uuiety 
for appeannces, be leq-jired that they- -ifaDald'dedt. 
cate it to tbe Virgin Mary I A lynagogov,' dedicated 
to tbe Bleised Lady, wai acoordingly eiectcd in flie 
Old Jewry. The disguise wait j^l!nbly loo refined 
(or Tulgar eyei; for not iJong after, the popnlace, 
headed by many potent baroni, mie and delhcEd the 
jynagogne, slew lewn hundred of the Jewj, ana de- 
spoiled tbiuewhosaliTes Ibeyspared. Thssynagogse 
in Ibe Old Jewry became afterwaidi tiie seal of a new 
order of priests, called the Ftiar> of the Sacke. On 
Ah* diraoltjiion by the Couneil of Lyons, ft wh 
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changed iulo s privale leudence, and was, lait of all, 
a taTern, kDOn-n bj the nol insppropiiate lign of tbe 
Wtndmiit. 

Tbe practice of pilUgingthe Jevra had noHb^oiiK 
a mttlei of tacb approved anliquil;, la lo be con- 
sideicd a souite from nhicb either king or subject 
had'a right to dran at pleasnre. In 1971, nben 
Prince Edward, Henr; the Thiid'i sod, went on an 
expedition into the Hal; Land, his father gave him 
a grant of 6000 irarka, to be paid " Juifainne 
luutro." Edvaid himtelf, when be lucceedcd to the 
throDB, iieenied diipoied to 1>e lenient towards them ; 
for in the foorth jear of his reign, (here ma ■ atatatc 
dtJad aiim o passed, which declared, that thegoodCkrii- 
liaat ■hoald not lake abmt ha^ the Babstance of thnr 
Jewiab brethren. His Christian snbjects, diapleaaed 
at mich eitraordinarf iorbeaiance, offered Ed ward a Gf- 
teenlh of Jl theuAWK goods, if he would eipei the Jews 
entire!; from hia kingdom ; Edward yielded to the 
temptation, an^ waa more than twice paid for con- 
aentiug to act the tymnt and apoiler ; for after banisb- 
ing tiu Jews, to the munber of lS,060,and receiTing 
the fifteenth pronused hj his own people, he diapoaed 
of tbe whole of the honaei and tanda which belonged 
to tlie baniahed Jews, and pot the proceeds into hia 

Id the coi^ae of time, especiallj doling tbe reigna 
(^ Edward the sixth,- Henij the eighth, Elizabeth, 
and Jamei, joster opinions md oondact began to pre- 
nil } and tbe Jews, asaoied that tbe Rra of penecn- 
tion wu at an end , foond their waj back in conaider- 
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penoBs >nd property, equally with otbei labJFCti, 



ANNEXATION OP SOUTHWARK. 
On the louth lide of (be Thanws, oppoahe to Lon- 
don, liei tbe bonn|h of Southwuk, now a ward of 
the cilj, cbIM Bridge Withont. It fomed nocient- 
]j ■ lepmle ind independent juriadictioD ; bat ht 
the leign of Edvard the Thud, the corponCoB 
of London pnsented ■ pelitioa to the king. Kiting 
forth, " tbU feloni, Tohberg. and diveTS other nuJe- 
fwtDH ind diatorben of tbe peace, who in tbe asM 
city and elsewhere have conuBittednrarden, robberies, 
and diren other feioniea, departing iceietly tiom the 
said city, after socb felonies committed, Bee to the 
viiJage of Soulhwaik. and cannot then be aMacbed 
by the miniatera of the said city, and are^ere pob- 
ilcly receiTod." They prayed, tbersfoie, that " for 
Ibe pieaerralion of the peace in the aaid city, and to 
reatrain die wickedneaa of Iheie aril doen, bit ma. 
jesty would grant them the laid villa^," &c, Edward 
did Bccofdtngly, with consent of parlfaiDent, gwkt 
them " the said Tillage, with nil its appnrtSBancea," 
for the sum of 101. to be paid annually. Hii sacces- 
aor, BJchard, howeier, mfnsed to confirm Uiis grant, 
on the groand that it interfered with tiie prlrtieges of 
certain religious boossi within the Borou^. -Nor 
for seTeial aacceiaiTe reigns wete the corporation of 
London able to eatablisb their nght of sn p eriori t T 
over it. The eccleiiaalical pnvilegcs, iriikih (armed 
Die chief obstacle to Iheii pFCtcnsioni, havBg, a( 
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fenK^ii upon Ibe general diasolalion of rdigiang 
hosaei, in the leign of Henrj the £ighth, reverted 
iiilD the binda of the ciawn, the coiporstioD of Lon- 
don repmenled te hij majcitj, the opportnait; which 
be now Lad of granting them tliat abnolute Knncjn- 
lion of Ihe Borough, ubich thej conceived to be >o 
neccuary to the good govemmentuf Ihecily. Herny 
rejected Iheii applicatioD, but Ihe legoDti of hii son, 
£dward VL, judging more wisely, resi^Tsd on grant- 
ing tbecil; ail Ihal thej solieiled. B; tetter) patent, 
dated (be 13d of April, in the 4lh of Edward's rdgn, 
hii m^jeilj, in conudeielioa of certain inmB, paid 
asd lo be paid into the lojaL tieuary, and far otbei 
Tcasoiu of public Gonceni, gnnted to lbs Citj of 
London ail luji lordihip and manor of SoatbwBrk, and 
alao TULDOS neuuages . and tenements therein wbicb 
bad fallen to tbe crowci, wilb ancb righjs oter the 
whole, ai ga>e Ihe coipcmtion nearly the jame abn- 
lute joriidiction oier the Borougb, u it poneuea in 
tbe City of Lends* itaelf. Immediately aflet, it wsa 
encted into Bridge Ward Witbunt; andof Ihiiwaid, 
Sir John Ayliffe, citiaen and barber anrgeon, wa» tlie 
fint aldemuui. 



LONDON BRIDGE. 
At what period a bridge wai fini tiirowD over tbe 
Tliaaiei, between Loudon and Southwarh, seema 
donbtfol. The fint notice we have of its exiitence 
DCEUS in the lawa of Etheldicd IL, which Gi the 
talk to be paid on all Teaaeli coming up to tb bridgt. 
miUam of HalnobDry alio mentions Ihii bridge, in 
fail accooDt of tbe sit'gei which the city sustained on 
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the inmioii oT Eagtuid, by the Draei uoder Soe^ 
uid Cunte. That tbe bridge wai etecled between 
the J fa 995 ud 1016, ii intoned tnm tbe circnni' 
Mukce, ttaU iD thr bnner je*r, Unlaf the Due is 
Mid to have wiled much higher up tbe river; and 
that, in tiieUtti^r year, Canate'i progress i«u impeded 
bjit 

Tlie dnl brid^, whicb consisted entirelj of timber, 
vu not, at Stowe afirms, cooitmcled by tbe conrent 
of St. Marj Oveij, hot at tlie pnblic expenae, and is 
a different place from the jnesent one, at we learn frain 
a charter of William tbe Conquemi to Weslminslei 
Abbey, which mentioni it as directly opposite to St. 
Balolpb'i-gale and wharf. Tbe bridge wu bumt in 
11S6, bat not totally destroyed ; it was repair- 
ed, but decayed so rapidly, that in tbe yeai- 1163 
it wu taken down, and entirely rebuilt of timber. 
Tbe eipenae of keeping it in repair wis, however, so 
great, that in 1176 a new one of stone was began to 
be erected Ott the present «te. The moat active pn»- 
meter and nperintendent of this bnilding was aprieat, 
called Peter of Colechnrch, who wai well skilled ht 
aicUtectnre, and who haa hence acquired the credit 
of bebg its founder ; but the liing, Henry II., the 
Archbiihap of Canlerbuiy, and sereral OHXcbanla of 
London, contributed largely to it. Tbe aid granted 
by Henry IL to the bridge w« in tbe form of a tax 
on wool, levied for tbe purpose ; and hence aroae a 
vulgar tradition, that " London-bridge was boill on 
wooipacks." It was constructed on piles, prindpallj 
of elm, which have remained for six cenlories witfaont 
material decay. On the piles, tang beaoiB of timber, 
ten inches thick, were placed, strongly boiled toge- 
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pilch, in order (o lEsiit Ibe water. 

Id ISOt, King Joba appointed Imibart of Xaioctei 
M finish lliF bridge, Peter of CoIechnnA bsing eilbcr 
dead or incapacitated from alttiidiBg to it. The nnie 
moBBrdi gam the profits and rant* of Mvenl ploUoC 
giDDDd, sold or let f<ii building, tmrardi the building 
and repairing of the bridge; wd during Ibe tanie 
c^gtii Ibe muter nuuoii built • luge chapel on Ibe 
ceslie arch, at hi* own expeuae. which was dedicated 
loSLTbooiai&Becket. 

Hk efeclkm of chapeia on bridge* ii of the high- 
est antiqailj, and. no dmbt, originated from tbe 
cuian <^ making aacriCce* on bridgei, whence Pla- 
l*n± hai derived the wcxd Pontifei. The moit ra- 
mubible bridge of thia sort was at Droitwich, where 
■bebigh load paiaed thiongb the chapel, and divided 
the congTegati(» fiom the leading-desk and puljnt. 
The priota attached to the chapels wen conuniHioD- 
^1 at an indiipcnsabte part of tlieii office, to ke^ 
U<e bridge in tepur ; and hence, allhoagb Slow* i> 
"rong in itaung, that London-bridge wai bnilt b; the 
PtinU of St. Marj Orerj, it is not impiobable that 
*^! were enjoined to repair it, in accordance wiUi 
^ aociait ctulom. The cbapel on London-bridge 
"M, at Grit, endowed for two jirieita and four dcriti, 
^'•i in the rdgn of Heniy VI. it maintained fout 
cliaplaina. 

FoBc jtan aflei the bridge was Gniibed, it wai the 
*^Bie of a Tery tragical accidenL In tbe night of 
l^e loih of Jaly, IttS, a fire broke out in Soulh- 
vaA ; when tbe bridge became crowded with people, 
*" haMening from the ul;r< either to witneis ot ex- 
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tiDguiih the confiagration. The fiiinei, cBlohine St. 
IStij Oreiy'i chnrcb, wrre, bj & itraDg aoatheilj 
wind, extended to Ibe Soutbwark end of Ibe bridge: 
Iboie who were roremoit io the utvuinng thnng 
eadeaTDored, but vainlj, to fall back from tbe de- 
■tnijing element ; tbe mullilticle on (he London side, 
igDOisnt of the danger, continaed to preai unjield- 
Ingl; rorwatd, end, m this tuQultuoQi canfilcl, num- 
bers were trunpled to deith ; othen leaped into the 
river, to find only a wRtery gra*e ; while mioj more 
peHihed miaerably in the fiamei. Not less Iheu 
Ihree thousand lirea ere ilaled to hsre been lutt on 
the occasion. 

It is supposed, that at this period the only buiU- 
ing on tbe bridge was the chapel of St. TbomM i 
Becket; nay, it has been said, that eien as late ai 
1395, " the bridge, at that time, was only coped oa 
eachsrde, and not replenished with houses.'' (Sey- 
mom and Marchant.) That, at leaat, the last state- 
ment is erroneous, is, however, quite certain; tot 
among the rocoida, preaeried in tite Tower, there ai« 
letters patent of Edward the First, by which, in 1S8<^ 
be aulhonsea a collection to be made tbrougboat the 
realm, for ttie lepur of London-bridge, which is [here 
described to tie in sach a ruinous condition, ttmt 
" unless speedy remedy be put, not only the audtieit 
fall of the bridge, but also Iht dtstruction of tnmuns- 
rabttptoplt dvitUiitg <ia il, may suddenly be feared." 

Some curious particulars are also extant of tlie 
value of those houses in the reign of Edward I. lie 
king is slated to bare received only tlioen abillinga 
and fonipeuce rents of assize, for the greater part at 
the houses towards the Southwark end, and sixteen 
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ahilihgi anij a hilfpenn; (br the ciutomi on good* 
•bM there. Three halfpence nnd tvo pence lul^;ien- 
nj ims at this time the rent of aerenl of the mei- 
loages; Bnd ■ fruiterer's (hop, described to have 
twen two yards sad a hslf and one thumb in length, 
■nd three jards and two thnmbs io depth, was let on 
a leajB from the biidgemajter at a rental of tneira 

The snbsmplioiis obUined under the lettCTi patent 
of Edward the Firtt being fonnd inadequate fa the 
execation of the repain wanted , Edward, in IXBl, 
ordered a loll to be leTied , duiing three yean, on all 
perwns crossing the bridge with merchandiie, and oa 
" erery saleable pack." 

Wbenerer it was necessary for the lorerelgn to 
cnui ite bridge, be was treated with great msgnifl- 
cence by the citizens. Rjchard II., and hii yoang 
qneen, Anne of Bobemia, were met by tiie dtlieni 
" at the gate of the brigge of London," says an tM 
chronicler, " where they presented him with a mylk- 
"bite stede, sadled and bridled, and trapped vilh 
cloth of gold and rede parted togedre ; and flie 
(^lene, a palfry all white, and in the tame way trap- 
ped with white and rede, while all the oondites were 
rotinen with wyne, bothe whyte and rede, for all ma- 
oer of peple to drynke of." 

In IJSa, on the breaking up of the rivet after a 
gnat froBt, five arches of the bridge were carried 
away ; and though these appear to hive been imme- 
ilUlely restored, yet in 1«B9, the bridge was again so 
Diach decayed, that people were afraid to pais over 
it A new coUeclion was, therefore, made through- 
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out the kingdom for its repair, ind tht( jlelding, as 
hefoK, bat little, il wai found Drcessgry, in lt98, to 
reviie the loll on good) and pauengera. 

Although the bridge was now so encumbered vilh 
houiei, that the broad way between them did not ex- 
ceed twelve feet ID breadlh, it appears to ha<e been 
employed as a loitof joiot martfbi (he inhabitanliof 
the City and those of the Boiougb. The fint order 
of common council upon record, is one of 1377, pio- 
liibiting "any market from being held on London 
Bridge." What had been a theatre for the quarrels 
of coslermoDgers, became afiernarda (he eboseo spot 
of joiuti of a higher order. On St. George's day, 
1395, there was a grand jomdng match upon I/>adon 
Bridge, at ^hich the Lord Weils engaged tu mainlain 
(he renown of England aguut all conters. A stout 
Scotsman, David, Eail of Crawford, entered (he liali, 
and, at the third course, threw the English champion 
out of bia saddle- 
In 1471, when Faloonbiidge was repulsed in bis 
attempt lo leiae the cily, several tuiusei on Ifae bridge 
were hnml down by the diaappaiuted iniaders, Tbe 
neil remarkable conflaj^lion took place in 1631, 
when forty liouKS were destroyed. The Thames be- 
ing fioieD oier at tbe Ume, water could not be ob- 
tained, and the fire continued burning in the rautti 
and cellars upwards of a week. All the houses de- 
stroyed on this occasion had not been replaced, when 
the great fire of 1666 caoied a aljll greater devastation. 
Amidst the general improvements for which thai 
calamity pav«d the way, the bridge was not neglect- 
ed. The whole of Ihe bouses, from one end to the 
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other, were Uken down, with the exception of one 
home at Ihe north end, which had been constiflcted in 
HolUnd, aod was called the Tower of London Bridge, 
01 the Noniuch, from its not baiing a single nail in it, 
but heing pinned together with wooden pegs. New 
ones were erected of an nnifono breadth and eleTalioni 
and three vacandes left at eqnal distances, from wtiich 
a Wew of the riier might be obtained. . The Non- 
■uch ocGupjing the whole breadtli of tlic bridge, the 
aichwaj nnder it was raised to the height of two 
stoiiei, and over it the follawing* iiucripdon wai 
placed : 

" Anno MDCLXXXV. et primo Jacobo n. Regis. 



" Sir James Smith, Knight, Idrd Mayor." 

The bridge ilaelf consiited, ai at present, of 19 
anbes, the highest of wbicb riiea 60 feet above the 
wain lereL 

The three widest of these arches osed to be called 

The NavigabU Lacki, from their being the only ones 
wfaicb afford an easy paaaage for vessels. The one 
oeareit to the London side was patticnlarly dislin- 
gnirhed by Ihe name of Tht Rock Lock, in conse- 
quence of a strange imagination among the vnlgar, 
ibaX (here was a grnmng or cegetaljng species of rock 

beneath tbe water a 1 this spot It appears from 

many snbseqaent obsercations, that this growing rock 
was notfaifig more than a collection of fsllen inaterutis ; 
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Bome fbtmer arch oi coping — which, b; Kriing u a 
nucleai foi the depoaili of millioiu of lidei, hai gi>en 
file to the populu and metapboricil notioD. 

The mh neaiot of atJ to the London side wu 
formed of ■ drawbridge ; and ai late u 1731, such 
were Ihe tdeaa whicb then prevailed of the meam hj 
which tbeimasion of enemiei i) best resisted, thattbe 
corpontion did not grudge the eipenae of lajing 
doWD a new one, nor the public the intenoptian oc- 
caaiooed bj tbig idle project (or adding to the aecn- 
ril; of the capilaL 

Beiidea tbe Nonnich Towel at the cjl; end of the 
bridge, theie mi another at Ihe Southwarli end, and 
lu each there were gates with poiteins for fool pas- 
aengen. It wai on th« laat of diese lowers that the 
heads of trailore, in later times, were exposed, when 
the ciliEeiu of London foiling into a distailt! for such 
tDBifcs of ciTiliiatloD, chose to remoTC them from their 
own end of the bridge. As [ate ai 1598, Hentiner, 
the Gernuui trareller, relates, that he counted on it 
ahore Ihirlj heads. 

In 1756, an act of parliament was obtmned for im- 
proving the bridge, and a temporary oooden bridge 
«aa coiutnjcted while the repairs were going on ; 
bnl, with the fate common to wooden bridges, the 
latter was drstrojed b; Gie the 11th April, 1759. 
Tbe two centre archea of the stone bridge were now 
thrown into one ; and the remaining honsea, vhich 
were piincipallj occnpied by pin and needle maker!) 
were taken doitn, and the bridge pnt into that lUle 
in which it now appears- 

On Ihe opening of the great arch, Ihe eicavation 
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amund and under Ibe itarlingi wti la couiidemljti^, 
Ihat the bridge mu Ihougbt (o be ia great daoger or 
falling. Mr. Smestou, tbe eagineei, wu then in 
YoAihire, but ta eipreu km teat foi him, ud he 
uriTcd with tbe utoioil deipilch; when Ihe ippre- 
beniiDiu of Uie bridge falling were lO geueral, tliat 
few periont would p>u orer or Dndei it. Mr. Smea- 
lOD having aiceilained (he ilate o[ tbe itArlingi, and 
called tbe comniiltec together, recomruendeil that 
thej ihaald re-purebBie tbe stonei (hat bad been 
taken from (he middle pier, then Ijlog in Miioi- 
fields, and (hrow (hem into tbe river to guard tbe 
■tarliagi. Nolhing shew* (he feaii enteitaiued for 
tbe stability of tbe bridge more than tbe alacritj 
wiihwhichliij advice was adopted. The«toneaw«a 
repurcbaaed that daj, and on the following morning, 
(he woil commenced, which in alt probability pre- 
served the bridge from Ailing, and leciued i( until 
mote effectual methods could be taken. 

Loudon Bridge Is the, greatest thoroughfare across 
tho river. When the Southwaifc Bridge was pro- 
jectad, the directors attended une da; ia Jul;, IBll', 
in order to ascertain (he ei tent of this thoroughfare. 
On (bX daj 89,640 f.ot passengers, 769 waggons, 
S934 cajrls and drays, lt40 coaches, 485 gigs and 
taMd carls, and 761 horses, passed over it. 

GROWTH OF LONDON. 
Politicians and legislators have at various times ei- 
pressed considerable uneasiness and alarm at tha 
growth of tbe metropolis. 
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It has, natwilfaitanding.itill continiKd adnncing, 
amidai »JI inpediTnentB and obsUnctioiu, to a-iWMt 
gigantic itie. Canjeclurs even dues not sSi )*i 
Jiniiti { Socevtij Buccceding yeat we 9m lome waahi 
gtonod in the inbailis lecliimed and cmeied wiA 
direllings, jome little village or hamlet in tbe 
■ubnib; united by a conlinnoai itreet to tbe metio- 
polb. until what once, and that at no remote period, 
waa London and its enTiions, is now one great com- 
pact cit;, — going far tovcrif; (he prediction of Janwi 
tbe First, that " England will sbocti; be London, and 
London England." 

Tbe Bnt nf our aovettigns that attempted to pre 
■ene the kingdom from what was termed tbe etils of 
an overgnnrn metropolis, was Queen Eliiabeth, mba 
passed ■ alatute against new buitdlngi, and cam* 
manded that " peiaont oflivelibood and means ihoatd 
reside in tiieir countries, aad not abide oi lojoun in 
the city of London, so that countiies leouUii nn- 
aerved." This proclaaiatlon was renewed b; James I- 
who, as Mr. D'lsraeli well expresses it, " like an hy- 
pochondriac, was ludicrously terrified Ibat the head 
was too monslTous for the body, and Ibat it drew all 
the moisture of life from Ihe middle and the eitrend. 
ties." James, in one of his addreases to hia people. 
of which he was always most liberal, ipeaka of " thot« 
■warms of gentry, who, through tbe inatigBtloD of 
Ibeir wives, or to new model and finhion their daugh- 
ters, (who if they were unmarried marred their repa- 
tatinni, and if manied lost them,) did neglect theli 
country hospitality, and cumber the city, ft general 
unisancB to the kmgdom." Tbe monarch urged tbe 
Star-Chamber to regulate " the eMsbilancy of tbe 
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Dew baildingi aboal (be cilj, which were but a (bel- 
ter for those who, when Ihej had spent Uieir esiatea 
in coacbei, lacqueji, and fine clothe), like Freoch- 
rarn, lived miierablj in theii hoiuea like ItaEiaoi." 
A nmnaKript writer of the timea, qnoled b; the ele- 
gant aotbor to whom we hare alreaidj aliuded, com- 
plaint of the bieaking up of old bmilj eilabtiibmpnli, 
all crowdiog to " npatut London." " Ever; one," 
1171 be, " atrivea to be a Diogenea in hii hoiue, and 
■n emperor in the lUeeta : not caring if the; sleep in 
a tub, ao the; mait be hurried in a coach, ^ving 
fltat allowuice to hones and maiei. that formerlr 
maintaiaed hooiei foil of men; pinching many a 
bellj lo paint a few backa, and turning all Ihe trea- 
lore* of the kingdom into a few citizens' coffera, their 
wooda into wardrobci, tbeir leaiei into laces, and 
thehr gooda and chattel! into guarded coats and 
gaudy toya." 

The gmetfunenl, huwever, did not confine itaelf to 
mere falruDalions againat the growth of London, for 
new bnildings were not ottl; forbidden within ten 
milei of London, but even polled doini when the; 
had be«n ejected. Charica the Firil issued vaiioas 
proclasuttions, in whkh he complained of the con- 
tiuDed reiidence of the nobililj and genlrj in town, 
«hi(^ niiod the price of proritioni, increased the 
number of mendicant), and brought so many loaae 
aad ditorderl; people into the nietropoMs, (bat it 
could not be governed by 1 rdinar; magiitTBles. He 
otdeied that peraona of all ranks, who were not con- 
nected with public officei, ahonid resort to tbeir aere- 
nl eoontiea, and that " they should not put (hem- 
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■elm to iraneceaMuj cliuge in providing UiemMlra 
u> relmn in ointer to the said ciUe>, is it vai.tiie 
king*! Gnu leuliition to witbstuid bdcIi great md 
growiDg ciril." 

Procianwdans ptoiiag ineffecEuiiJi Ibe oitiaus SOi- 
OramlMr detenuiiwd tlial tfaey should on lougecn- 
main a dtad lett^ ; an inquiiltatisl eiamination of 
all ilmngen wai otdered, and an account takoi of 
their lime of realdence and departure. Froiecutitnu 
were inttituted by the altomej -general ; and one 
gentleman, a Mr. Palmer, from Suuei, was fined 
lOOUl. a whole jear*! income, for disubejing As 
ptaclamalion which ordered a nnidence in the Coun- 
try; and to ditcoutage all olhei gentlemen froai 
Uting in town, the proclamalion prohibited anj 
pheasaota, docka, paitridgen, oi harea, from being 
dieued or eaten in ao; inn. It is trae, that these 
Tigorona proceedioga rendered the government ob- 
noiious, and proved ineffrctual ; f et thej were at- 
tempted to be renewed even in the reign of that "merry 
monarch, scandalous and poor," Charles the Second. 

If the Stuarts (elt alarmed at (he size of the metfo- 
polia in their day, wbat must the; have (ett in the 
pieaent times, when more hoases are ftequentl; built 
in a Eongle jear, then during the whole of their unitett 

It appears b; the census of 18S1, that lAndon, in- 
cluding the boroogh of Southward, contained the vut 
DDmber of 161,905 houses, and that 3437 othel 
houses were then building ^ and when we consider 
that everj month brings a large addition, it probablj 
woald not be too ranch to calimate the mctropolta as 
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■t pretent contuning 170,000 booaea; uar are ita 
limlto Hkviy to stop here, 4jat lo be eitcnded cod- 
•Jderably in >ucce«diiig Bgei. 



POPULATION. 

Until tlie genenl cennu of the papulation waa 
tdien in 1801, politirol ecoDomUti differed videl; in 
tfadr eitiniatM of the namber of inlisbit*nls the me- 
tropolis contained, and of tbe progreiiiTe ratio of 
increaae. In the jrear 1377, London is laid Id have 
contained about 35,000 iubabilaiib. Howell, in hit 
Londinopolii, iiji, that when Cbariea I. wished to 
aicertain (he namber of pt^iat) and itrBngerj teaident 
in tbe citj, he tent a precept, in I63fi-7, to Sir Ed- 
wan! Bmnifield, then lord-ina^or, who caused a cen- 
ini to be taken of the whole population within Ibe 
dlj walia, wblcb, at that time, ia laid, though erro- 
neoailj, no donht, lo ban) amonnted to 700,000. 
Howell hanng no aiupicion of the iDaccuric^ of tbii 
calcniatuvi, and inferrini; that the population bad in- 
deuEd one-thiid, dnring the twenty jean that bad 
eUpaed bcforo he pnhliahed hia work ; and adding to 
dui tbe popalalion of the citj of Weitminiter and 
the (Dburtn, estimatet ihe wbole to amount (o ■ 
nifiion and a half of nen, women, and children. 

^t William PeUj, wbow knowledge of poliOeal 
economy mut erei eatills bim to reipect, formed an 
eqnallj (allaciona opinjon as to Ihe Increaie of popa- 
latloninl-ondon. Inl68S,hecalcalaledtbeDumbeTof 
hoDiei at 84,000 ; and thai there were right peraona 
in each liouie, which would give a popolalion of 
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673,000. Sir William txptcld, (hit London would 
go on iDcieuing antll Iho yeu 1800, vbcn he tboD^I 
the population vonld amoant to fire raiHiona, three 
hundred and fifly-nine tboiiimiid penont! 

An hiitoiian, who wrote in 1746, calcnlated Ihe 
uambcr or housei >l 1(4,000. and llie papnlation at 
99*,000i but eight jean after. Dr. Bnikenbridge 
fixed it 8t only 751,811 peraoni, and there is ilrcmg 
reaion to twlien that this eiliniatf wu nearly correct. 

But to come to more certain data, we find that, 
according to the ceniui of 1801, London, at that 
time, contained Ifl.SjghouBes, inhabited b;<16,0T3 
ftiinilies, making 864,845 personi. In IBll, it bad 
increaied to 1,099,104, and in 1811 to 1,315,964 
person). The lait cenins is ver j minate in ita details, 
and porhapg a> accnrete aa it can well be nude, It 
atales, that the dl; a( London, un'lUa tht toalU, con- 
tains 7938 booMa, inhabited b; 11,571 families, or 
96,174 persona, of nbam i7,5D6 are males, and 
18,668 females. Two familica are staled to be em- 
ployed in Bgricullare ; 9609 in trade or manufaclDTea, 
&c. ; and 1960 familiei, not comprised in either of 
these two classes. Thirtj-two housea were building, 
and 560 uninhabited. 

The city, mikma the tcalli, includbg the inns ot 
court and chancery, comprises 9t3S housea, inhabited 
by 16,497 fiunitiea. of whom fifty.fin! are employed 
in agriculture, 11,59« in trade, &c.,and 4850 families 
in neither trade nor agriculture. The number of 
males is 34.44(, and of females 34,819, making a 
total of 69,160. Beieuty-tbree houses are retnmed 
as building, and 455 ai uninhabited. 
. The dtj aud liberties of Wet tmmiter contain 18,50) 
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■Bhatiited homei, 38S uuinhabiled, ind 391 buildiug. 
The popolalioa conaists of 41^58 famiJies.or 18J,0S5 
penODs, of wham BS.OBa are malei and 97,003 fe- 
aaiea. Of the families, 308 are engaged in agricul- 
ture, 15,196 ia trade, and 16,110 in neither the one 
Boi Ihe other. 

- The Borongh t>f Sauthwaric coDtains a popnla^on 
of 85,905 peisoni, of whom 41,690 are malei and 
41,315 are females. Tbe number of houses inhabited 
u 13,477 i Ihe families S1,S07, of whom 372 are 
ciBpluyed in agricollaie, 15,075 in trade, and 5,360 
■renotcampriiedineitLerof thew clasMi. TnlBIl 
there were 306 twoiet bnilding and 503 uninhabited. 

A canuderable portion of the populalion of the me- 
liopulis doei not, howerer, come noder an; of these 
dirisioiu, but belongs to what ma; be caUed Ihe Sab- 
urbs in tbe Haadied of Ouulatone, which ia classed 
into fosr division!, f insbur;, Holbom, Kensinghin,' 
and Uie Tower. These paits of the town are every year 
n^idlj, iocHasing ; aitd at the lime thai Ihe last ceniua 
was lBlun.natrewet than 3,260 hoaies were build- 
iagiu this iiundred, ofxhidi upwards of 1000 were 
in the Tower dirision alone. 

While tbe population lapidl; increases ui every 
Dtfaei part of London, il dccieues in the city. In 
1701 itamooaled to 139,300, in 1750 W 87,000, and 
at the last cenani did nut exceed 56,174 persons. This 
foBtiBiied diminution naWnlly arises from the limits 
being fixed, tb( improTemeDts made in widening Ihe 
■tracts, the great number of fboiilies that keep countij 
bouses, and tlifl caa«e(aian of Ibe booses <rf Ihe cily 
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CUMAT£. 



Il appeara, fcani a great variety of hisloncal er!' 
denee, that Ibe cllniale of England wai in andoit 
times more gEDial thmi it 19 aon. The 9|Hing9 were 
earlier, the summeri longer, and both seasons more 
warm and drj than they hare etei been ttilhln Ifae 
memor; of any penoa now living. Heavy or long 
conlioued falls of rain were of incli rare occurrence ai 
to be recorded by our chroniclen amongst tbe most 
memorable events of their lime. Ralph de Dicelo 
tells Di that, in 1196, k continaed fall of Aoam 
thiuughoiil England, for tlirtt dsya, ttrrified many." 
(Decern ScT^tonv, 69.) We lind that, in these golden 
days, cien Bacchus smiled on our hiJls. The grape 
wai commonly caltivated for the ihanofacture of wine, 
nhile now it can scarcely be brought to produce a 
scanty crop, even in the wanuesl seasons, and in si- 
tuations the most exposed to (he sun. " We bad ■ 
vineyard in East Smilhficld," saya the learned Hr. 
Bagford, in his tetter to Heame, on the ancient slate 
of London, " another in Hatton-garden, (which is at 
this time called Vine-street,) and a third in SL Giles's 
in the Fields." The many Vim streets in other parts 
of the metropolis, in Bloomsbury, in Weitmiosler; in 
Piccadilly, in Lambeth, in the Boroagb, nay pro- 
bably haie derived their name from the same aouice. 
The change which the climate has sobsequently nn- 
dergone, appears to have chieSy taken place during 
the last century. Al as late a period as the Restora- 
tion, our cliniatR had not acquired Oat prevailing ha- 
midily for which it is now bccotue proverbial, — 
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Chulea the Second, «ho>e dail; hibiti of walking 
about the inelropans gave bim Ibe beit oppoitaniliei 
of conect obaeTraUoii on tbe subject, used to saj. 
that Ibeie Derei was a da; in which it rained so ia- 
ci:ssantly that a penon coald not talie a dry walk far 
one hoar oat of tbe tirentjr-four. So much h the 
case now altered, that mast people would be glad if 
(hej could be snie of a drj walk once eieiy three 

Hie inliabltants of London, however, have leas 
reason to complain of the deleiloiatioa of the clioiate 
than perhaps anj other part of this countrj. It is a 
ciicnmstaDCe not perbaps generally known, (bat tbe 
lempetataie of (he air in tbe nittropolii is raised by 
the artiiicial soarcei of beat eilsling in il, no less 
[ban (iDo dtgrm on the annual mean abore that of its 
imraediale vicinity. Mr. Howard ha) fullj established 
this fact, by acamparison of a langicriea of obsciva- 
tiona made at FUialow, Strallord, and ToUenbam- 
green, (all within four miiea of London,) with those 
made at the apartments of tbe Royal Society in 
London, and periodically lecivded in Ibe Philosophi- 
cal Tfansactiona. Hia explanation of the causes of 
this difference is simple and convincing. " Whoever," 
be saja, " l|U passed his hands over the aurface of a 
glass bive, whether in lummer or winter, will have per- 
ceived how mo^ Ibe tittle bodjea of the collected mnl- 
titade of bees are capable of healing the place that 
contaiBS them. But tbe proportion of warmth which 
is indaced in a city hy tbe population, must be far 
less considerable than that emanating from fires, 
the greater part of which are kept op fur the very 
purpose of pieventing tbe sensation attending Ihc 
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ractpe Dtbratfrum onrbodiei. A lempentHre «qa»I 
(o Ihit of apring ia heoce mainteinn} In the depth of 
winter, in the included pirt of the ■tmoipheie, whkb, 
u it eicapta from the hoiuea, la coDstantl; icnewcd. 
Another, uid a more onaidenble por&*i of healed 
air, ii eonataDlt; poDied inlo the comatcm masi from 
the chimaiei ; to <rbkh, lailtj, we have to add the 
heat diffused in all directiena frorD the fomidctiea, 
brpweriea, iteam engines, and other mannl^torie*, 
■nd culinaij lirea." (Howard on Ctimite, vol. ii. 
p. 104, 106.) When we conaider, (hat all theae arti- 
Scial aourcen of heat, with the exception of Ibe 
domatic Gre>, conlinoe in fall operation thranghanl 
the summer, it should aeem, that the excess of (he 
London temperature nmst be still greater in June 
than it ia in January ; bat Ibe hci ia othetwiw. Hie 
eicesa of the cil; temperatsTe is greattst in winter, 
and at that period seema to belong entirely to Iha 
nighUj which average three degrees and seren-teatha 
watmpf than the country ; while the heat of tA« dsyt, 
owing, without doubt, to the interception of a portion 
of thF solsr rajsb; a conatant Teil of amoke, falls, ob 
a mean of years, about a third of a degree short of 
that on open plains. 

The usual range of the IherrDOmeter In London ia 
froni 5 to 95 deg. Eyen in the coldeat seaioni, 
however, the medium of the twenty-four hours, npoo i 
a long overage, doea not fall below the fleeting point. 
Ccmlioued ftast in winter fs always an eiceptioo 
therefore to the general rule of the climate. 

Tlie most severe frosts of which we haie any re- 
cord were those of lfi83, 1716, 1739, 1766, 1768, 
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1783. 1789, 1795, and IBI*. Few of Iheie, bow. 
ever, weie (leculiar lo London ; the greater namber 
were, more oi leis, common to the wbote of the aorlh 
o( Europe 

The froit uf 1683, wbich in tba firat great one of 
which we hare ■ putkalar kccuuni, appeare lo have 
been one of the most general aod iutenje. The 
Tbamca was fioien to inch an extent and depth, that 
even aa fat down as Woolwicb the heaiieat loaded 
cairiagea paued aeenrelj orer it. Tram the Temple 
to Sontlinaik it wni covered with temtmiarj thopi 
Vid bootha, arranged in atreeU and aquarea, where 
bscknej^coachei plied aa aifely aa on the lerra yirna 
of the metrapolia. Showi and paitimes of all aorta 
diTer9i6ed the scene ; and Ibe merr; monaich bim- 
ttit (Cbulea II.) mingled wjlh hit lubjecta in cele- 
hiating the navellj of a fiost fair. In the nigbt- 
time the cold wai so leiere, that large iires were liept 
bnrntDg in Cbeapside, Fleet-atieet, and other princi- 
pal alreels, lo ibtc from perishing thoae whoie ne- 
cexar; aTocalions called tbeni abroad ; hut notwitb- 
daa^inf thia humane precaution, and the most 
ComiDeDdabie exerlioni on the part of the rich atid 
benercJeDt lo provide the poor with fuel at llieit own 
.homes, taaaj were the instancea of peraons in (he 
lower walks of life hemg liozen to death. Wild 
ducks aod olber water fowl, drirea from their native 
fiutnesaes lo seek shelter in the haunts of men, drop- 
ped down dead in the public etreeta ; and so general 
was the haroc among the feathered tribe, Uial in tlte 
flnsQing summer scareelj a bird was to be seen* In 
other parts of Europe the cold was aa aerere as it wm 
a idlgtand ; particalarl; in German; and France, 
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when tbe nnmbcT of hnmui beingi fcoiai lo ietlh 
■ppeut >o bnic be«n much greater thsa ia Bugluid. 
owiDg, no doubt, to the iD&tior condition of the 
peo):^ of theje conntriea, in all tbst rcgardi tbe com* 
fbrtt and charities of life. 

Next to the frost of 1683 in its dinitroDa coiue' 
qneoce) wii that of 1739, which wu alto cammon lo 
the whole of Uie north of £uiopc. The Thames was 
again completely trozeii, but in a few days after n 
high a wind arOK H> to sweep every thing moveable 
from its snrfiue. Xbe Dnmberof the ^pping in tbe 
riiet happened to be unusually great; and, loclced op 
hy the ice, tbey opposed a lesistance to the (ory of 
the wind, vliich made jta raiages only the more 
drstmcliie. Number! were biowo to pieces, and 
sunk ; and All were, more or less, stripped sind shat* 
ter^d. Nerer had tbe Thames, in the metooiy of 
(hose living, prpsenled ■ more dismal scene of wrack 
and destruction. The damage done between Loudon 
Bridge and the Medwav was computed at not leas 
than 100,0001. Many were the lives also losi upon 
this occasion ; and seieR: the sufferings of the towel 
clauei of people, altliough chirily was again both 
active to save, and most liberal in its benefacliom. 

Tbe frost of 1814 was, io some respects, even aom 
memorable (hui those of 1683 and 1T39. It was 
probably not so leieie as either, and the injniy which 
it committed was inconsiderable ; but it served to 
exhibit in a remarkable manner the pTO^sa which ■ 
free people have made in those attainments, which 
l>elp US to set (he seasons themielves at defiaBO& 
As in ihe daysof ths gay Charles, mirth and jollity 
again joiacd hand in band to soften the irigoun of the 
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ic; yvt-t ; but UDong othet uorelliei, we b^cld what 
in Chulea's 3ay> would hi*« twci nam dieadol Ibu 
ereD perpotaitl frost — A fbeb pbes> erected oa the 
now aolid deep, lo comnemonte the noodera of the 
scene. In one of the piodactiaiu of thl> preii on 
the lee, we ha*e the aemotj of (he erent thu* 
prondlj recofded ; 

" Ohnivstsni Pniei. 
" Tjnnt wintn hu eDchaiiwd tbe oobteat torrent 

■et the capdTe free. 

" So m*j tjnnn; for ■ time freeze the genial ctu- 
roit of the soul ; bat ■ "Free Preu, like the great 
BOnree of light and heal, will ere long diudire the 
tjimnnjr of the mi^itieit. 

'• Greatesr of itti ! What do we not owe to tbee f 
lbs knowledge which direct! indnitiy ; tbe liberty 
wbleb enconngei h; the secuiitj wblcb protect! IL 
And of Induitrj bow preciona are thefruiU ! Glow, 
leg and hardy tempeTHinenti whkh defj theviciui- 
tndea of leastns, nod camTortable hamoi which make 
yoa regret not tbe gloom that ia abroad. But for 
iniluilry, but far prlDting, jon ml^l now have been 
content, like the Ruu and Hut L^andei, lo bury 
y ounelvea for waimtb under that raoiv, over which you 
now iread in mirth and glee. 

" I:*ruited on tbe rlvei Thimes, and la commemo- 
talioD of a great fkir held upon It on the 31it of 
JoniUT^, IS14, when it was completely frozen over 
from shore to ahore. The float commenced tTlh 
December, 1813, was accompanied with a thick Ibg 
ttat laated eight days ; and after the fog came a 
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bear; bll of nw*, IbU prevented ill cc 

■iUi the nortbein and tratteiD puti of tbe countiy 

fui MTer*! dsji." 

In (hii tugilire rqemoria) there lue trulhi recoided, 
deuniiig of the bighegt coDsidenliaa in out eitinate 
of the climate of Ibe Biitiali metiopolU. — " Manj 
couDtiirB," aa Sir Gilbert Blaue veil obieires, " aor- 
pau England in the mild and equal lempeiatDre of 
tbrir climate, and in tbe natuTKl fetUlity and Bopertor 
prodoctioni of Ifaeii loil. But it would not be diffi- 
cult to proTC, tbat the itrenuooi exertion of duimI and 
bod J called forth (o countenct tbia apparent nnkhid- 
ncH of nature, baie been Ae oseutial causes of that 
(npeiiorlly of cbarmcter, which difitiaguisbea tbe in^ 
habitant* of Ibis iilaod, a< well ai of tbat pre-omineiil 
power, proiperity, and happineai, which Ihej'enjoj. 
Tbe faui great neceiuiie* of life aie food, clDllung, 
aheller, and fuel; and it is bj tbe akill and l^>oar 
which the climate of England reuden inditpenaable 
for the procuring tbe £rst tbiee of these, that Uioae 
habits of industry and bardibood aie acquired, which 
are equally condudve to Tiitue, inteUigence, a»i 
health." 

Tbii view of the effecti of an active life, Sir Gil- 
bert snpporli bj two remarkable factt.~-" In the 
•outh of Europe tbe almogpheiicbeat confines people 
to Ibe house tbe greater part of tbe daj, for a great 
partof the year, while we are in tbe full anjoymeol 
of the beallhrul delights of tbe open air, and eren 
disregard tbe fervor of tbe aun-beama from wbicb 
they ahrink. Nor do we find ouraulrei onder the 
oecesaity, like tbe Busaiana, to contrive ancfa aaystcm 
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nngemeiiti for thdi treatment and accummodation. 
I foond that their unhealthy atale proceeded ohiefly 
from cold, and that their extrcmitiea were froat-bitten, 
that thej feti into torpidity and gangrene, from a degrPe 

Tenience. Had they been in their awn country at 
Ibii souoD, they nould have been out d( the reach of 
eaid, in cloie and warm habitations under ground." 
" What an uceodaot,'' conctades this intelligent 
writer," do the natives of the British islej, as ■ mili- 
tuy nation, poitess over their neigbbonrs and riral* 
is the north and louth, in being tbni able to enduie 
tliB Bslremitiet of heat and cold better than the HI* 
live* IlieiiuelTe) of theie reipecliie conntriea, aa hat 
been biilorically and practically proved. For a It 
notascribable to this, that they have outilripped thni 
■ntagooiiUin the race of arts and amis in all ciimales, 
pnibing the pumits of war, commerce, and science, 
le five zones, to tlie Dtmut verge of the habitable 



MATEEIAI£ AND STYLE OF BUILDINGS. 
Altboagb the Homans introdnced the art of brick- 
maklog into Britain, and appear to have alio sng- 
getted the employment of the ilate, vith nhich this 
codBlTf aboDHdi. » a covering for roofs (Leland, 
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TOL riU, p. SO), yet ibt aan j centoriei after Iheii de* 
purtare the hoOK* of London couauted inoall; of 
wood, with Diantlinga of ilnw Ihstcb. Neitberthe 
Roinaut nor eulj Britoni know any tbhig of gUu; 
and a windox wu lilerellj s tcind-door, (ftom die 
British ti^t-iior). Id tbe houKi of the wealthier 
orden, theiewindowi were funiiihed ivith lattice* of 
wood i tome few with theett of linen. Not though glan 
was iutioduced in England as early as 674, did & 
corns into me for wiodowi before 1180. In the rap 
of Alfredj the eiarople of that judicious prince in- 
duced many of hia thanes, and those of London 
among the Dumber, to construct Iheii hnusei of stone 
and biick ; but the practice did not become general 
till a great many ages after. In 1191, the Corpora- 
tion of London made an order, that " ell hornet 
tliemfter to be erected in London, or within the II- 
hertiea thereof, should be built of stone, with parly- 
wall) of the same, and covered either with slates or 
tiles." Bat with so little effect was this regulation 
attended, that, in 1604, above four centuries after, 
Jamei the First foond it necessary to iune his royal 
CDmmaadi, that '■ in future thtfrmti, at leail, of all 
edifices should be of back or atone, which would 
promote the farther views of decoration and embel- 
lishment, lu well as he an additional security against 
6re." After this period, the partiality for wood, 
whicli had so long invelerately prevailed, seems to 
have rapidly given way to a growing sense of the 
fragile and inSsmiDBble naluro of this materia] ; and 
(he great fire of lfi66 wsa only wanting to complete a 
process of conciction, which (such ii the stubborn 
i]ualily of ancient prejudice) ithad taken about a doien 
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Centuries, snd aboat aa man; wasting canAagratiiina, 

Tbe clow Gonrigniiy of the haosea was an eril of 
u antient date, and alwayi as much deploied, ai the 
Batate of Ihe materials of which Ibey were constiuct- 
ed. It has been uinat to blame tbe Romasi for Ibe 
inlFodocUon of Ibis cuitom. " Neglecting," u we 
ace told, " to infonn tbenuelies of tbe peculiarities 
of climate, tbeie people formed tbe Britisb streets and 
baildiiigs aflei models of their own cities, and did not 
dIscoTet, that the more temperate air of tbis islind 
piecluded the necesaily of such boildings as in Rome, 
to screen tbe inhabitants from the beat of the sun." 
(Hoghson. vol. i. p. 12.) . We are surprised, that it 
erershoald have been necesstrj to vindicate . the sa- 
gacitj of the Romans from such an imputation. He' 
must be credulous, indeed, wlw can Ima^ue, that after 
fighting their waj from Ihe Tiber to the Ta;, these 
luxurious wairiors should not discoier, that the atr 
grew colder as tbey Bdranced, and that a screen from 
the son was no longer neceesarj '■ The cause of this 
closeness in tbe buildings lies evidentlj a great deal 
nearer home. It seems to hare arisen, at first, from 
tbe desire so nBtnial to all persons in a Ironbled stale 
of sodetj, to lake shelter within the limits uf some 
fortified position^ and to have been continued latterly, 
solely becBDse of those corporate privile^s, wbicb 
•re so well calculated to compensate all inconrenien- 
CO and dangers of a mindr order. To socfa an extent 
bad this evil leacbed, that even as late as tbe reign of 
ChaHea IL, Sir William Dateiianl fseellously renwrks 
in a letter to a friend, that" the ' streets seem to have 
been contrived in Ihe days o£ wUeel-battolrs, before 
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thoH gieMer enginGi, caib, were biTeiited f and tint 
" the ganeti are to made, tint opponte naghbaan 
IHJ Aakc tuBdi, wiljioal itbiiBg EmiB borne." When 
tke citj nine lo be rebnilt, after the gieat Sre, tba 
gOTBRiinent Ter; ptoperl; interpcned it) aDthoritj, to 
prerrat " the king*! ftee cbunber" from beiiig igBio 
DtDS croirded to snffocKtioTi. Id the io;*l proclamR- 
tioD, iuned immediateti^ afterwarda, Cbartes II. de- 
clared, " that Fleet-ttieet, Cbeapiide, Comhill, add 
■U oOier emiiMiit and notorioaB itnata, ibDnlil be lA 
■ocb a breadlb ai oaj, with God'i bkenieg, pKrott 
the miublef (hat oae tide may snScr if the olfaei be 
on fire, vhicb was the ewe lately is Cbeapiide ;" and 
that " thongb all the >(reets canpol be of equal 
bceadtt, ycl doub ihall be w narro* ■■ to maka Uie 
pauage nueaij or incoiiTcaueiit, eipedally tonidi 
the wa(et-£dB," &C> Thli reiolntion wa>, lo a certain 
eiWat, carried into edect by the plan adopted undei 
«n act of parliameiil, forrebnilduig the citj, bat bj 
DO meam m complelelj, at to letTe u> w ithoat moch 
iKCaskiD to regret the nae which wu then made of 
•n opportunilj of making the streeU of LoBdon 
whatercT conrenieDce or alegaiiGe requlredi Had the 
jdin of Sir Chriilopber Wren been adopted, there 
woold have b«en three prindpai streett luoniag 
Btnigbt thtougfa the -citj, at leMt niaetj feet wide ; 
Hue « two croM olm of tb« tame breadth; otben 
ditj feet; and none l<» tliaa thirty. Tbero wai 
UiMher plaa mbmitted by Dr. Newcourt, hlher of 
the author of the htptrtm^mn, which Kerns to nt to 
hate offered -eren noblei p(o«pectB than that ai Wres. 
It it itUpouifale to read, tLat London could oace have 
b«eti nuule tuch a oi^ u it hate projected, witbuitl a 
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pMg of Mna le^et, tint the oppwtnnil; mi for era 
loaL Bat mhj oeed tie repio* at put owMiaii* i 
VTeiti tba MOW Offortmalij to occdt eran nov. nho 
can ••;, IhM e*?ii tbe tule of ■ Ncwosurt, w • 
Wim, wDuhl be allnred to prenul i 

AcconliDg to tbe plan of NKwcmrt, tbeie wa> to 
be " Ma atnigfai gondl; raw of aoble buildingi" 
ftcingllie flier, fi<aB tb« Town to Bridewell, and in 
frOBt of it " a fail wbsrf cl mxtj yaidi broad to tin 
water'a side;" tbi* row of bnih&ipwaa to be erected 
on ucbe), thtongb whkb aH the itnsti, kcadiag from 
Oe water-tMe, were to epan, to tkat tbe coeliDoily 
of tb« terrace nriglH nMaln mibrakea. In Itae bodj 
of tbe cicj there were to ba ibIcid Mraighi itncta, 
niBBilig from eeltto wMt, ata> eqaal diitance fron 
each' otber ; tlieae scran were to be inieiKCted at 
right aiiglei b; icVen MheM, leading from norlta to 
•ondi I BSd eacb of tfaese bafteen 9b«tt« were to be 
riftht; feet inead. Bj tilis ptan at altotment, lbs 
efty vrndd bare beea dmded Into •htj-fotir cqnd 
portiant. Four of tben wetc to fonn a giaad central 
aqoare, 670 jttdt long, and 460 broad ; it mu to ba 
eoriruiied with bontei- npan arcbci, like tb* piaaia is 
Co*rat-gerdeu 1 in die middle tliefe wastobe "■ 
moat itately Gnildbalj ;" on the ea>t lide " a noble 
})riaMfortlie loid-aajor;" on tbe weit, " die Boyal 
Exchange ;" and on the ninth, " tb* atore hoBKi of 
Ste atj, m an J oihei emlneM or poblic pleh Joiit 
otlier porfioni irere to fbrai leaaer >qn*ie>, nearly ob 
tbe isiDe plan » the grand aquare ; and in tbe cea- 
tK of one of them.thecathedtalef St. Paol'i wai la 
nlM tn bead, a noble ri*al to tbe "■lotriyGwIdr 
hilt'* Thei«B>a*ningBf^-e»«pottioo»w«etoft>m 
VOL., -3 

, Google 
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•0 iniBj puidKa, wiib ■ cburch and diaich-yaid in 
(be centre of eacb, uid four " huidllHBe *treeU or 
laoea " leading lo it from the vain gbeeL " And 
Ihui," lud the iagenious Newconrt, " have I shaped 
thb new city, inbnilttiDg myself to the jadgtineBl 
and censnre of more able aitiali." 

The Tut spice allotted in the plan*, both of Wieo 
and NewcouTt.'to openatreeti and iqnaies, foims .m 
■IrikingaroDtrBit lo what we nowmeet'wjtb in petr 
ambnlating theeily, a> to leave one, at fint, in doubt 
Bi to the pouibLlilj theie was of carrying, them -into 
effect. — Bat the eiplanadoDi gjren bj Ibe projeclors 
show ckiiilyi that in dthei case all tbi> spiice miglit 
haie been gained for the pablic, withonl the ieut 
sacrifice of private li^t. The pUn of Wren would 
hate left more groand to bnild upon than New- 
Coorft, for he proposed, that ill the cbiirch-yatd* 
eboBld be placed oat of the town ) and in both these 
Topects, it was cettunly the better plan of the two. 
The citiKni ^uxild have seleiited tbe good points of 
each ; they migbt have added some, equally good, 
from other plans that w«re offered to tbem ; and bad 
sU this been done, their city wonM have aiisen and 
remained withont a rival in the world for magnificence 
and beauty. 

Neit to regnlarily in tlie allotments for streets and 
squares, there is nothing so material lo the beauty.of 
a city, as uniformity in the buildings, vaiiedonly 
by a Tegard to picturesque effect, and not as mere 
caprice and whim may dictate. It.taust be allowed, 
at the- same time, that the deviationa, in this respect, 
innstbe eitreme.befoie they offend greatly ; for even 
where wbim' and caprice are most obvious, they 'Bug- 
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geil ■ moni considentiaD, vbich is plearing la tlte 
mind, liiice the; ■bmr, tJi*C here ererj man enjo^ 
tile liberty of having his own home to hi] own taate. 
When wa n*S, accoidingl^, the desmplion jrbidi 
Sir WilJiun Daienimt giieg, in (be letter oe haTS 
berore quoted, of Ihe excMuve direnit; in the ip- 
peonnce of the hoDsea of LoDdon id hit dajs, we 
Snd there ia satire, without tbe sting ; we discoter, 
at once, that he is describing a citj of freemen. — 
" Ii nnipimity of inhabitants," says DaTcnanl, " in 
wise cides better eiprest, than by thdr coherence and 
miilbnnily of building ; where streets begin, con- 
tinue, and end, in a like statuie and ^ape: bnt 
yonra (as if they were raised in a general insuirec- 
lion, where every man hath ■ several 'design,) differ 
in all things thai can make distinction. . Here itaods 
one (hat. aims to be a paUce, and next it, another that 
profeases to he a hov^ ; here a giant, there a dwalf ; 
bete slender, Ihera broad ; and in all moat admirably 
difierenl in ftcea, aa well as in height and balk, I 
waa about to defie any Londoner, who darea pretend 
tbere ii so mnch ingenious correapondeitce in Ihia 
dly, as that he can diow me one honse likeanotbei; 
yet your houses seem to be reverend and format, 
being compared to tbe fantastic looks of the modem, 
wbicb have more ovals, niches, and angles, tlisn are 
in yoor custards, and arc indosed with pasteboard 
walla, like those of maliciona Turks, who, bccauae 
ttaemselrea are not immortal, and cannot dwell for ever 
where they build, therefore wish not to be at cliarge 
lo pronide such laalingness, aa may entertain Ihur 
ehildrQi out of Ihe run ; so slight and prettil; gaudy, 
that if Ibey could move they would pa«i Cbi pageants 






It i> yoar caito 
tbaithkbiti, to term the nidoti ftntutieal ; but wbcM 
•treeti continuBllj sbaage fuhion, jdd ^onld milu 
liute to diun ap tbe city, for SI ii eeTtahily oad !"-~ 
" Hie commodiCj Bnd tmJe nf yanr rim," addi 
DBvcnaot, '■ btJoag to jounelf ; bat rI™ a stmiggi 
lore to tb»n in the pleuuie of it, wbish will hndlj 
be In the proapeol or fieedom of sii, nnlm pioipect, 
coniliting of variety, be ititdc up -with here » pijacg^ 
diere > wood yard, facie i garden, there a brewbooie, 
here doelli a lord, Acre a ijti, am] between both 
duema eotntau. If freedom of air be inferred in lh« 
Ilbertj of the nibjeot, where eveiy prirate man balil 
anlborit;, for hit own profit, to imoke up a isagis- 
trale, then the air of yonr Thanea ii open BBODgh, 
because it la equally free." 

The narietg of Davenant'i tinie ii not ontalnlj 
that of the present day ; jet creii UDW (ha cuiimw 
Htmnger may identify manj of the fealuru of bia 
description, eipeciallj in lalling down the river. Tbe 
coniilantly increasing Talue of ground Id the city has 
(ended gmdually to remoTB tbe meaner lort of fabrict, 
and the variety which we now wibmi li more of that 
order which arites front s rinliy in convenience aad 
itability, if not in taite and elegance. We speak 
here chiefly of London, properiy so called ; for in 
the west end of tiie town, as Westminster is i^led 
In papular speech, tbe graces seem to bare taken dia 
genius of aichllecture by the band. 

The defect lot which, nore than any other, the 
buildings of London are remarkable, arises from tbe 
quality of the stone employed. T^ ancients appeal 
to have had a just regard in their pabli« worki, to 
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perpetuate tbe public apirit of lb« an in whicli 
tbejwere etecled; bot the present stale of all the 
more ancient and costly sliuctuies of London rather 
thaws, lliit the selection of DMterials, on whicli 
dnrabilitj depends, bas been left to chance to de- 
teimine, oi that calcoEations of false economj 
and present convenience hare superseded all regai^ 
for tbe esteem of poiteritj. St. Paot's Cathedrd, 
Somenet Hoose, Whitehall, tbe three bridges of 
London, WeaUniniteT, and Blackfnars, are all affect- 
ing eiamptes of earl; decay. The materials used in' 
Iheie bnildiofs, and in London generaitj, is Portland 
stone. It is a sort of limestone, and no limestone is 
fit for buildings, in which dunbility is consulted. It 
varies, besides, remarkablj in its guatilies of bard- 
Besa and compactness; and but little dLncrimination 
K«ias to bavc been used in setecting the best sorts. 
In the cmstniction of St. Paul's, there has been eri- 
deuttj greater care than asual taken in this respect, 
for its exterior is leas impaired tliau that of many 
bmldingi, of a dale much more recent ; but in several 
parti, eapfcially tonards the top, the process of de- 
composition has already nude wastefnl progress. — 
Wbileball-cii^Kl is an eiample of the opposite ei- 
tieme ; it loolu as if it were rotting lo pieces. Mr. 
Bakeireli, who has oriltea a most intelligent essaj 
" On the Application of Mineralogical and Chemical 
Science to the Selection of Stone, for the poiposes of 
darabla Architecture," — an essa; which ought to be 
M the .bands of eieij builder and architect-^sajs, of 
Somerset House, " On walking into the court of So- 
mertet'Houe, after some weeks of dry weather, I 
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«u paftieukriy itniek villi Ihe ■ppeanmca of the 
colamnioB lheleft-hud,fiMiDg tile sart. Tbe itOMa 
in UuM colonnu woe soou ti thea eslBetj eoalod 
vilh wot, wbcD the stoDei sbore and belo« were |mt- 
Ecctly while. Ja otftet paMg. ■ white itoite wu btt> 
Iwen (wo Uick udcs ; and the difiiioa of cukmr m 
distinci, M if the one bad been paiatad white nut 
the other black. Tbeie stonea were sU wjoallf ear- 
p09*d, and tlie nriattas of oaloor cnshi nsi ho tat. 
plained b; AeiT aitoalion." tit. BakaweEl itnlma 
Into some coaudentions, to pro*« ll>(t tbi* atrikaiK 
diienity has aritmi from au imflmiBUBaM empbtj- 
ment (rf Partlaiid atone, wittioot aay ngaad to ih 
great Taiieliea. Hare, howc*tr, Htalor; matt come 
la the aid of Scieoce ; ^nd in nndication of Uh «(<■ 
cbitecl. That choice, wliich ia the- atlmdant of pap> 
chase, bad nothing to do with the materiaja of Some*' 
■el Hooae. The protector — Uie fy w ^ Sometaet— 
bail! it wrth the ilcioei of die paridt-dHnch tit St. 
Maij, of a chapel in SL Paul's ChDich-Taid, audi the 
cloiBtera and chamel-bonea atlaoiied'to it; and of a 
chnrab. dedjoated to St. John of Jeruaalem; (U at 
which hecauied tobetafcai down,. in mdeita ao^j 
him with materiala for the efectton of dilamagaificeBt 
Eniitdin^i He wooEd: have pvlled ddwn, too, ' &£ 
chordi of St Margarat, WestrokiateT, fbt tha aama 
piirpaae ; but the pariabionara roie in dfftnci! of 
titeiraacred ediAce, and haviiig pni tlir pntMtor'a 
woikmen to flight, it ia to dicat pielf, moat prahably, 
the blame belooga, if blame il ba, tHal tito eattem 

plelE. 



PAVING AND UOHTINO THE BTKEKFS. 
AJthvBgfa the euUoin of ptviaj; Ibe itaeeti of dliei 
k ot lennte aotjqnilj, the e1«*e>lb centaiy bid 
MmI; elKpud befoM thoae of Lnodim leceircd diii 
■■(enjirj upfUTvaxal. In 1090, thcj cmiuted of 
Mch ■ DiBH uf Idihb Miil. (bat four beanu of limber, 
tvcB^-lii fle«t in length, b»iBg been blswD down 
fron tW top af St. Muj-lcb-Baw cbuBcb, GbopNde, 
wbkk Its* than utda nput, ttaej nmk m deep in Ibe 
gnaad, that icanelj taai feet of Ibem leiauDed 
-abore Ibe luiftca' fioHSof theaenlrslaUeetiof the 
dtj ^tpesr to b*Te been, ibortlj alia tbit eT«al, 
paved, or aoie pnbablj only compBcteil, like oar 
renaabj agula « the pKunt d>; ; b«t lo ilowl; did 
ithecaan^e epretd, bat the great Iboraiighfue of 
tialbamwai not Rpilul; pared ull 1417, ud Snudr- 
Wd uat liU 1614. At the prewnt di^, the Biilkh 
neb^olii ii aa* »t the belt pared dtin In Europe. 
The turt.at Htmu ariginally uied wu tfae Kentuh rag 
'Hod*, dag kk the Tieinitj ot Majdftone ; bat th>l hu 
•Inoe been ftf ganenJlj (Bpeneded bj tbe Scotch 
pwhg of bhut wkjBO, or granite. 

Tbe ngbthig- of file eitj •eeni to hiTe been iil>o 
abcnwSt, ol IMe and *low inliodactifw. Linterai 
■n uM M ban been lint bong sp to ligbt the itreeli 
of LondMi in tile time of the Fifth H*rrj, mtme 
nldnight ranUa to Ibe Ben in Eastcbeap, and other 
ftace* in Ibe city, at gaj catoual, may pnibablj 
feare b«eB the acddental matiu of Icadiag him to tbe 
i]iMo*ef7 "' ^'* important EonieiMence. 



LONDON APPRENTICES. 

In the leigD of Henr; IV. a >Utal« wu puKd, 
dcclvbig, " tfatt DO penon wb»lem sot posaeaed 
of luid, to (he '"wMf «maupt of fiO«., ihould be Mt 
liberty (a put out a child or childreii, u kppreutice to 
*ii J trade ■" tnd the tradesman taUng inch anqnali- 
Sed person an apprentice to inj trade, wai n^jected 
to a betrj penalty. The citiieni of London one 
among tbe first to feel the iojaitice of iDcfa an eicla- 
lion, and, daring the protectorate of the Doke of 
BedfonJ, they locceeded in oblaiaiuB a repeal of the 

Ib Stiype'i Stow, we are iafotmed, that a jomig 
gentleman, wboee father had bean an appreatiea in 
London, bat of a good &niilj, wa* inulted ia 
company, from an idea that he wa> not bnn a gea- 
tlenuu, became the fathei'a apprenticeship had coi- 
mpled hii blood. The father was determined to have 
tlie matter hiTeatigated. ' For this purpose, be em- 
played Philpot, the herald, to give his opinion on the 
labjecl; when the Jatter, in a woA called " The City 
AdTocate," decided, " thatan apprenticE in London 
ii no diihonour nor degradation, bat rather an honoDi 
and B degree ; and that it is >ery foolish to debiK 
faooeit induitry Hitb disgnceful censure, and nnjiut 
not to encomage it vith praise and virtue, as the 
ancient policy of England did and doth in constitu- 
ting corpDrationi, and adomlng the compajiiea with 
bannera of aroia, and especiai memben thcieof with 
notes of nobility." The Garter at Arms, too, in a 
certificate of approbation appended to this woAi de- 
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dxed, tbjU be taw notbiog in it " diNoowit to n»- 
Hc, or CQotnr; to hottonr or umi." 

In mgre modmi tiowi, not only tbe ocxiiptttiODi 
but e¥ea tba wonl apprentice, bu been obnouooa to 
tbone who ••ere anwitling to kdmit Fope'i maiiin, 

" Honoor and &me from no conditJon riae." 

£veii D^nei Btringion, who might hare beea ex- 
jiecled to be snperior to nidi prejndicea, aied ta feel . 
bait at lbs term "appmdce of Ibe Uit," ai derogaloiji 
to Uif dignity of tbe libenl piofeuian, Tbc leamed 
gemtlenun neemed to forget or miiunderataiid, tbat 
thewotd apprentice ({torn ofprtndn) menu n learner, 
and Ibat an apprentice of Ibe Uh is, in olbci lemu, 
neidiei mor* noi leu, titan a itDdent al law. Thiu 
Ben Jonion, in bi> comeily of tbe" AlBgnelic Lady, 
oi HamouB reconcil'il," uy> : 

" He gpeaks like Mi. Prentice, one tbat la 
' The child of the profeuion he [9 bound to. 

And servant (0 die study faeliath takeni 

A pate apprentice at law." 

Tbe apprentice at law wa>, however, a coomellor, 
theneitin rank under Raergeanl, though Ben Jonton 
here givei him the (edinical ebaracler of a HCTgeitnt, 
who was called Servitnt ad legtnt. 

The London apprenticeB »ete of old remarkable for 
their opril de einj», and became, by means of it, an 
inuorlant, asd, on aome occaaioUB, a very fonnidable 
dam of cHizeiii. They had an aim ready for anj 
-canae nbicb they aupposed leqaiied tbeir inter- 
frnarii. and be muat bave poiseajed ar ■■~'"""~~ 
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degree of budibood, oho, two oi three cmtniiei agn, 
dued to Iniull dm of Ibe bodj. The grot ScotfiA 
Doreliit bu> !ti one of his liteit piodnciioiii, (the 
FoTtoDei of Nigel) timed the counge and strong fal- 
low-feeliug of the London apprentice to good te- 
connt; and veil observed, tint thevords "prenticeil 
prentices I clubi < clabs !" was aufficient to make the 
whole of that nomerooi body relinquish their aioca- 
tions, howerer important, and S; lo tlie spot whcrs 
their presence seemed wanted. We hsTe already 
■een tbia aliikinglj eiemplified in the treatment 
given to foreignen, who hare atwnjs had thor most 
inreterale enemies in the apprentices, with whose 
apprenticeship rights tbe; were suppoied moit direct- 
ly lo interfere. 

In legislatiTe enaclments we often find the appren- 
tices of London particularly mentianed,and in all cases 
of emergency they were considered oF sufficient impor- 
tance to merit ipei^l notice. 

At the end of the year 1641, tbey presented a pe- 
tition to King Ctaartea I., praying hiin to join wilb Ibe 
comniani in rooting oat papists, ai well ai innovators 
and~bi9hops, whom tbey charged with having eom- 
bin«l to lubiert the gOTemnent and introduce po- 
pery. No! receiring an immediate answer, the ap- 
prentices, (wo days after, assembled in great nombcrs, 
and were proceeding lo Whileball for an answer lo 
tbeir petition, wben the Lord Mayor, Sir Riclwrd 
Onmey, waited on Ibe king, aitd represented lo his 
majesty, tliat in order to appease the npprenlicei, it 
woaid be necessary to dismiss Colonel Lonsford from 
the lientenancy of Ihe Tower, as be bad become aD> 
popular. To this the king acceded ; but on. the fal- 
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Iswing day the apprenticea agun aaumbled ii 
mhuter, ci^riiig aloud, *' no bishopi, no bl 
The Kahop of LidcoId, on hit wav 



lordi with the Earl of Dover, obieiiii 



a jootig ap- 



pranliee paiticnlarlj TociferooB against Ibe biibops, 
stepped forward and lejied him. The lat of the ap- 
prentice* howesei soon rewned the jouth, and ttowd- 
ing roDiid the biahop nearly preised him to dealh. Thii 
mob ii lemaAable for baring £ral giren the name of 
nundheaixlo apart;. The apprentices at this timt, id 
contiadictian to othen, wore their hui catroand : the 
queen obserring, ont uf ■ window, one Samael Bunar- 
dbton, aimagtbeiD, exclaimed, " see, what a huid- 
■ame young roand head ii there i" and lience aroie 
Ibe name of rmmd headi, 

Shortly after thk GTeDt, when the parlianiL-nt wish- 
ed to recioit the Earl of Eaaex's army, it was ordain- 
ed, thtt such Bppi«Bliees ai ahould enlist for totdien, 
ahtmld leckan ^e ^e spent in the wars as part of 
their apprenticeship ; a privilege so seductive, (hat 
great numbers of the London apprentices entered into 
the lerTicc of parliament. 

During the whole of the nohappy struggle between 
King Charles and his parliament, the apprentices of 
London lixik a prominent part, and in 1647' jomed in 
the "solemn league and covenant," into which the 
nticena of London, trainhands. Sec, entered " for re- 
ibrmatioD and defence of leligion, the honour and 
happiness of the kingdom, and the peace and safe^ 
of the three kingdoms of England, Scotland; and In- 
land." 

The time of working was of old regalated by Bow 
Bells i bat not always, as the apprentices conceived, 






192 PBRCV UIBTORIES. 

xitb a doe regwd tg tbewaedneiieflbMebotinap-. 

don. Thcj Kauked, tianhn, to pre thr clerk aa 
admaaitofy hiat on the sotijecl, aod, wiUi thb Tiew, 
kffiud Ibe (bllaviag pMqniiude to the waJli of dn 
chonb I 

ClerimrthcBowBdl, 

With the yellow lodn. 
For thy iate linpog, 
Tbj bad shall buikoodu. 

The derfc, unsible of tbe dsnger he ninfrom Ihew 
dispensed of club law, wrcte for aniner, in eqaaDj 
good poetry : 

Cbildrea of Cheap, 

Hold you all itill. 
For you ahBll hn« tbe 
Bow Bella ring at yoM wilL 

Id the reign of filiEibeth, when the diexes of the 
people weie luch aa lo prOTolte legialative interfennGe. 
the Loudou apprentices appear to have figured lugh 
In the icale of eiUavaguce. Theie is a regul&toiy 
act of the Conunon cooiicU on the lubject, dated in 
1581, &om Ibe pnhibitions is which we learn, that 
it was oothing stiau^ (o see a Ijiudon spiHcntice 
with.aailken.hat) a luffat the coUai, of nuxe than a 
jaid and a halt long ; a doublet, trimmed with gold 
and silver; hreecho stitched, laced, and bordered; 
an upper coat, curiooal^ WKnigbt and embroideied ; 
a aurtouC of velvet, lined with silli ; a sword by Us 
ai^, and a ting dd hia ba^beloi'i £nger ! ll is ^t 
lo be BiippoMd, that the ymmg aita were eacouia{ed. 



tnwch nmitiDi b; tlwlr muton. TbeMraeaclaf 
council dbeloHi ■ practice, okicb we tuipcct hM 
iiiniTcd cTCn the Upw ti centuries ; tl cmIuh, AM 
DD apprealke *lwll " keep mj cheat, pien, or otbet 
pbee, for keepiDg of appinl or goadt, hil m U( 
aettr'i betm." The peoattiei atlached ta the dif 
obedieoce of tbcM orden weic, pudMimeiii, at tb« 
ducretion <rf Uu mutM, for ttaa ltr*t offenee ; pablie 
KhipfiDg at the hall of the empaaj, foi ■ second ; 
•ltd six oobUu' Imgei tenist tfaan ipedfied in tbe 
UKteotncQ, for ■ thud offence. 



aUPPLY OF WATER. 
Notbiog hat ciintribnled ui uhuIhIIj towards prC' 
wrring the facallh of the inhabilaBl* of LcndoB fiorn 
diieate, or thek jmtpnty bom ooaB^afien, as the 
■bnndaid snpfi); of water with wkich eicr; street, 
tai erai aner; boose, u firrrisbed. [Tba is an nl- 
Tintage not possmed to the game eilenliBan^ of the 
ceatmeatBl citiei. Eves Pan, whicb, of late jears, 
ba* romch iiapnwed in ereir thing relaling to ele- 
gance or cooTeniijiice, has no ether sappJ; of water 
tkon wbal bkb cany about the stieels ; (or, althoogb 
tome bold ipemlatDU in London ottered to eita- 
Uifh a watei companj IB Paris, tbe proposal was re^ 

BefMe LMdso had become eiteiMW, U was 
waleied by sevBral sm^l brooks, independent of 
tbe Tbaaies. On* of these, whicb was soceeswrely 
caHed Ae mer of Wells, TurtHalH Bmoh, and the 
rivet rieete, oi Fleet Dit^, ran from Bagniggc 
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WeUa, Ana^ OofeMMll, between S«ffi>oii-hitI 
•od TammiU-itrMt, mdcc Bnlbom-bridge, Uid 
dowD Flcnt-mutet iolo tbe Tbantcs. It ma pace 
rerf coniidenble, tamed K grut number of milli id id 
coane, and matt hm been mngable from thelliameii 
to HolbniB at the leut ; fix m» piitiusent, held M 
Culul« in ISOr, the Earl of lincdn cotppluned, 
tkal '■ vhereu, in dmn put, tbe conne of iratet 
nmoiDg Bt London onder OldboarO'bridge and Fleet- 
btidge into the Tbamea, had been of luch breadth 
and depth, that ten or twelTe lUpi' uaviu at once, 
with meldiandiiea, weie wont to come to the aforoud 
bndge of Fleet, and tome of tbem to Oldboum- 
bridge ; now the nrae cour>e, b; Gldi oF the tanneta 
and lach othen, wai sore decayed." Tiadition would 
cany the na?igation much higber, tince it retatea, 
that an anchor wu found in this mer at Fancias* 
waib, where tbe road brancbei off to Somer'a-town. 
Thli riv«r i> now, bjr rapid laini or aodden tiiawi, 
■onetime* much oraflowed, ai wat the can in 1B09 
and 1817-lS. 

Another unall ri*er, called Walibrook, &om the 
wall tbtowD oTei it, ran throagfa the citj in a lerpen- 
diut direction, from tbe north down b; the present 
Mawion-hvUK, and Out itreet now called WallbroiA, 
into the Thunei. Tbi> brook, which wu neceiaaiilj 
erosmd bj nnmeroiu bridges, was Taulted OTcr with 
brick, and In many parts covered with hoiues. . 

A third riTulet, which was called langbannii on 
account of its length, originated in an orerSomng 
spring in Fenchnreh4ticet, which ran down Lombud- 
street, and tnroed loulb down Sherbome-lane (than 
called Shacebonme, from its sbaiing or dinding 0>e 
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bonnie oi brook idIq smaiJ lilln of WLter), whence it 
flawed iota tbe Thamei. This brook nai itopped at 
iti source, thongh ita name U atill retained in Lang- 
bourn- vtaid. 

Oldbonra, now Holbom, wai a brook which itaoed 
from a Bpring neat Middle-row, and ran down at 
Holbom-biidge, iulo Ihe rinii Fleet. 

In the'nbiuba of the cily thtte were Kieial ver; ei- 
Gellentwells,as Hotjwell, SkinneiVwell, Clemenfa- 
weJl; Clerkenwell, ao called from Ibe pariih^ileriH of 
London astembling there afinaally to act piaja oi 
intetlades, founded on Scriptbis, with Kvetal other 
iDkatlcr welle. To the wella and the brooka aie to be 
added poola, which, though not conlribuling to die 
health of the city, lopplied water for Tarioua aaea. 
Of tbeae, the principal wea in Smithfield, and wu 
called Hoiae pool, on accoant of the inhabitants ,wa* 
tizriug honea there. Tliia pool, which was, at one 
tinie, walied round with brick, wai filled up in the 
imptmemeuta tiial took place in SmithGeld after the 
file of London. Near St. Gilca'a church, Cripple- 
^te. there waa a large pool, in which Aune of Lod* 
bui; waa drowned in the year Vi*i. .North of Holj. 
well, there was a pool, called Agnea le Clair; and 
not far from it, another sheet of water, which wai 
called Petilooa Pond, on account of aereral youths 
who went to awim in it, having been drowned. Thii 
Perilous Fond has since been converted into a bath, 
nnder tbe name of Peeileis Foot. 

When the increase of buildings occaaioned the 
brooks to be covered, fand the pools to be filled np, 
ttN inhabitanta, who were ptopoitionablj augmented, 
fannd it necesaarj to look lo other souicci, for a aup- 
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pljrof oXrr. Ib If 56. one Oilben 9MdfbH otuin- 
•d ■ gnuit frain Hedc; IlL, to dltitT him to convej 
wMer from the (own of Tjlnirti, b^ pipes of lead, 
Into Xhe citj. The work wu soon carried into eSect, 
■■id a Eeaden pipe, of »ii inches bore, con»ejed Ihe 
water, troni lii well) in the ncighboaThood of Tyburn, 
to conduilj, th»t were erreled to receiie it in rarions 
pnti o( tiie citj. The first, tod one of the prinei- 
pit Gonduila, wai in Wtit Cheap, tiow Cheapside, 
an) wu erected in 1985 : it wat ■ citteni of lead, 
castellated with (tone. Other condaits and bemt 
were erected In gernal paiti of ths tonn. 

1b 14S8, Sir WilliaiB Eastficid, Kntght of Ihe 
Balh, then Jord-mayor, tirooght water from Highborf • 
ban, u wdt as fram Tjbnrn, to Lnndon, and casied 
COTdoili to be erected in Fleet-itreet, AldcrmanboTj, 
■nd Ciipplegale. 

In l535,theconiiaDiicoancii granted aaom of none; 
tat bringing water from Hacfcnej to Aldgate, where 
■icDndait wai erected; and this behig inmffident, 
fteih supplies wereafterwardi obtained fhrm St. Mary. 
le-banm. Hackney, Hampatead-heath, Hnaweli-biil 
Slc. One of the piiacipal coikdaits was between ' 
Bnow-hilland Holboro, and was bnilt,.or raOier re- 
boilt. hy William Lambe, a |;entleman of (he chapel 
to King Henry the Eighth, in ISTr, at an expense of 
1500(. This condait was luppded from another, 
erected by the same gcntlemFin it the north end of 
Bed IjoQ-stieet, called Lambe's Conduit. 

The condniU "ere formerly vitiled and inspected, 
«ith great ceremony, hy the lord-nuyor and cor- 
poration. Strype relates, that on (be IBtb of Sep- 
fsniber, 156S, (he lord-tuayor, ^dermen, and many 
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woiriiipf al penoiu, >fln inapcttiiig the condiut headi, 
hunted a hare, which tbey killed, luid then pro- 
ceeded to * dinnei at the head o[ the coDdiiit, 
where tiiey were hmdaomelj enteitained by the 
chamb^sid. After dinner, tfae; neni to hunt the 
fill : " there wu," m;> be, " > great crj for * mile, 
■ad, at leagtb, the bamids killed him at (he end of 
St. Oiles'i, with great hallDwing aod blowing of honi 
athiadeatb." 

NotohhitaiMling the nuniber of condniti wu con- 
liderable, tbe; were loaiid fatufficWnt, and nwn; 
elliiens were obliged to fetch thdr wat« from the 
Tbamei. In tboie times, penom were regolarly em- 
ployed to ciRiTej'-water ftom the river, oi the con- 
diuta, to the boDiei, - which they did in veBaeJo, 
called tankardi, that beld about three galltmi. 
Tbey were booped round, like a pail, and were, in 
Cgnre, like the frostnim of a cone. They had-a 
(mall iron handle al the npper end, like in alehoDie 
pat, and, being fitted with a bung oi stopple, were 
euily portable. These watei-beaitn and their tank- 
aida are alhided to in Ben Jonson'a comedy of" Every 

In the year 158S, one Peter Maurice, a German, 
propoied to lupplj the city with water by means of 
machinery. In order to proie bis skill, Maurice made 
an experiment before the lord-mayor and aldermen, 
by throwing the water over the steeple of St. Mag- 
ntu's cbnrch, with which they were so mnch pleaaed, 
that Ibey granted him the ose of the Thames water, 
and one aich of Idodon-bridge, on lease for five hun- 
dred years, on condiliaa of paying ten (hillingi yearly 
to the city. He Ihm erected hia water-works on the 
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■orlh aide of the riKT, ud fiadiBg Ihal be hid not 
room eaoogfa, he pioeared, two years afteiwnfds, die 
giwil at akotlKi arch of the bridge for a sioalu- term, 
Bj thne worki, which luppliod a eooudanbie par- 
tton of the en( of Ibi city. Maurice and hii deicend- 
aula uaile a large fortBiw. la Sia ;ear ITOl, the 
proprietoi geld bi> right in die Leadon-bridgs walei>' 
works fat SafiOU, to Kchan) SaaoBi who, oh- 
lainiog a renewal of the leuies riom (be citj, and 
the liberty of occu|ijiiig two more arcbei of the 
bridge, divided the propntj hilo SCO sham of bOOL 
ewh. u eprratisB, by wbieh he made ■ clear profit 
of above 100,0001. 

Durimg the reigsi of Qneen EUiabeth and Kiog 
Jane* I. acta of psHiimeM weie gnaled for the bet- 
ter mppljuig of ^ melTopolia with water, bat the J 
were Mtt enrried tMo efi^t, oBlil Hr. Hagh Middle- 
loB, a native of Denbigh, and goUsmitb of Loadon, 
undertook to bring the water from Ctudirell and Am- 
wcil, near Ware, in Henfotdriiire, ■ t^taaca of up- 
warde of tweotj milei. Ilie woik was tiegm on tbe 
JBlh of Febnuirj, 1608, and concfnied in five Jeais. 
The coarse of the ri«er eitendi abonl Ihitlj-nine 
miles, being in a serpentine diftctioo, and there are 
npwuda of two hondml btidges overit. Tbe great 
reaerrim, called the New Kiver^ad, ia at blagton, 
into which the water via* first let in, OD Mkhailna* 
d^ ] 613, the daj oa which 6ir Thonas HMdieton, 
the bmther of Sir Hngh, was elected EBsjor. On the 
Dpeaing of the bason, the- ]srd~na^oi, thelord'tnajot 
elect, the aldermen, &e. rode to see k ; wiam a cM>- 
panj of sixty lahourera, welt aad noifom^ clothed, 
preceded bj dmma, aad acEoartrad with apadea. 



LONDON. taO 

.ihoTcii, and pick-kx«, mucbcd twice at duioc naDd 
Ibe ci»l«n, ud Iben pnuntcd themMlm befbiB the 
visitors, wben one of tba wockmaii diliTcred id mI- 
dnsa, Kiitlen Un tbe ocoaiion, wbich tfaui candadcd : 
" Now for tiie ttaita ; then flow fbrlh, pteciom ipring, 
9a foog and d«arij lou^tfor, ind omr bring 
Comfort to all IbM iove Hiee I LoadJy ihig. 
And with tbj crjstal mnniiDrg ilraet togctber, 
Bid ait thj true well-wbben welcome hither." 

At the GOBclusion of ihete woiUi " the flood-gate 
flew opeD, and tlia ilieain luiiwiftlj into the datem, 
with dnimt aiid Uompets louodiDg, and guru fiiiag in 



1 fiptt of the New Rivet atapanj were 
originaUj of wood, bat Ihey are now aJauel entirely 
of cut iron. A Jacgs baioB hai been osmtncled 
in the HunpMcad-ioad, which isceint ita water 
froiB Uin^D, in order to siippl; Iha wsalan paiti 
of the town. Tbo nnniber of honiea Hpfilied by 
Ibe New Hirer a upwoidi of GSty-aii thaiuaiid, 
«bicli it onti— ally increuiDg, particoluly ainee 
the water-works baie been recently taken down at 
London-bridge. 

Ttte New River was loi^ an unprofitable ipecola.- 
tioa, and for nineteoi jears after it waa finiahed, tto 
■UTOity-two iltareB, mlo wbicb it was di<ided, did not 
yialdsyiDfitofmaralbanlwelTeshiUingaeiicb. Tiieie 
aliarei, in the cobik of tune, were aold a* hi^ aa 
14fiOOL each ; and allhoDgb, at the pruenl ntoannl, 
they ane onprodactiTe, in coniequenre i£ the great 
eiptBH nicarred in tubstitDtiii^ iion for wooden pi pei, 
yet they are considered very valaible. 

As for (he projector of lhi» great work, hii only le- 






140 PEHCY HISTORIES, 

mid wu >i rained fntlniie, md k banCD title. Mr. 
HiddletoD wM ctnted a baronet, and there u an entiy 
in one or tbe ColtonUn MSS. in Ihe British Museum, 
(taUng, thai the tee« of fte ciettioD were to be re- 
mitted to bim. 

There are wverat other water companio in London 
and iti mburbi, the reUliie iinpartance of which mil 
be »een ftom the qnantitj of water supplied by e»ch, 
which «e are enabled to coll«l from (he eridence 
adduced before a commiHee of the honie of commona 
in IBSl. 

In 1808 and 1909, the New Ri»er, on an aTecage 
of the twn yean, sopplied London with 78,110,000 
hopheadi, or 4*17,940,000 gallons of water annn- 
allj, to 59,058 house) and buildings, occupied by 
4S.960 tenants, who paid an annod rental lo the com- 
pany of B0,78tl. Inl8*0, the Hew River, inchidlBg 
the Yort-brutdiiig water- works, eatablished in At nagn 
of Charles II., sopplied 67,000,000 hogsheads to 
5«,08S houses and 38,535 tenants, on a rental of 
68,J97I. 

In the same year, the Chelsea walet-woi^s, which 
were fanned in ITtl, sapptied 7,S3S,900 hogsheads ; 
(be London-bridge works, 26,391,705 ; the East Lon- 
don works, 19,516,333 ; (he Grand Jnnclion water. 
company, 13,104,000 ; and the West Middlesex 
works, 11,904,100. These form an aggregate, in the 
jearlSSO, of 155,361,038 hogsheads of water, sop- 
plied to 1S0,T3S bouses, and yielding a rental of 
175,8902. annnally. So etfectiTe is the machinery of 
tbese water-works, that they can force water into the 
lopLos of erery house, to the height of a hundred 
feet, if required. 



PAGEANTS. 

Tbe Engliah people is gtneial, bat, abtxe «ll oUien, 
the citiieiu of LoadaD, lure bean fond erf pkgooU 
and proceuiont ; bnt, •]»! of ill Ihoie splendid 
>cBDei irbich figore in hjghn;, there ii buw rd le- 
mains, wve the lord-Bu;ot'* ihow, tud eren (hit ii 
graduill; siakiiig iHto ncgJect. It i* true. Ibe riiit 
of the lOvcreigQ to Ibe ck; imj caax the ilreeta to 
be lined wiih loklicEi, end the piieiBCBt te be atrewed 
with graid, bat ben the piepetetioiii for the nijral 
nceptim (a priaecljr bftaqoet excepted) termin*t« ; 
fbrmerlj, tnomphtl aicbes weie nUed acniu the 
path, and the itieeti were tauog *itb tapeiliy. Lt- 
land, deKiibing ttie entrance ieto ibe dtj of Elin- 
beth, thequeenof Ht'iiry VlL.uja; " Al Ihe stieti 
thro' whicbe ibe ihulde paue bj viae clenlj dfeaaed 
Bui bcfcne with dolb of tapeiltje and anai, aad 
Mme atieetea, ai Chepe, hanged with nche ckithea Mt 
golde, velTeltea, and »lke»." 

Two of tbe priacipal pageants io Imdon, in tanner 
tiaiu, were thaw of Edward the First, oD account of 
hit liclDry over the Scoti j and of his son, the Black 
-PuDce. when he made his enUy ioto London, with 
Jeha King of France a prisoner* Inllie Jast instance, 
■0 delicate were tlie attentions of the prince and the 
eitiieni, that all the pomp that was dlsplajed aeemed 
as if intended only to honour Che captiie nK«aroh. 
In the streets, as be passed to Weatminslei', the 

aod silver, and tbelr tapestries of Tjrian d;«, bedeck- 
ed with silken sbeamets of ererj hae. '■ The like," 
uji Barnes, "bad never been seen before in the 
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meoioij of nun." When thej msde thai entry 
iDlo London, the King of fVance was mounted on 
> (lalel; white charger, adorned witb costly trap- 
ping!, while the prince rode on a black palfrey by 
hit tide. The proceislon wu received by the loid 
nayoT, and other memben of Ibe corporation, with 
all the respect which they were in use to pay to their 
own monarchs. 

Richard the Second passed tlirough Cbeapiide in 
a splendid proceuioD, after the citizens, in order to 
recover iheir cbirter. bad sabmilted to hit tyranny. 
After &e battie of Agincoart, Henry the Fifth bad a 
triumphal enliy, as had Henry the Sevenlb after the 
battle of Boiworth Field ; when, says an article in 
die Lansdowne MS. vol. S51, he " with great pomp 
and trlamph rode through the ci^ of London to the 
Mtbedril church ot St. Paul, where he offered his 
three standards : in the one was the image of St. 
George ; in the second was a red fiery dragon, beaten 
DpOD white and green naimet ; the third wu a yellow 
tarterne, la which was piinted a dun-cow ; and after 
prayers and Te Deum was sung, be departed to the 
bishop's palace, artd there sojourned a season." 

The reign of Henry VIII. was particularly dis- 
tinguialied for city pageants and proceisiona ; and if 
tbe sober part of society w«e ghocked by the way 
in which the tyrant got lid of bis wives, tbe more 
frivolous found a momentary gratifieation in his mar- 
riages and ctironations. Eien so farwas the'fondness 
for spectacle carried, that it eitended itself to tbe 
regulation of the city watch ; a grand cavalcade, 
which wai caUed the " marching" of the city watch. 



LONDON. 143 

mil eiliibitcd twice a jeai — on the eve of St. Johii 
the Baptist, and on thai of St. Pelei and St. Pan). 

Elizabitb <raa eiceasiiel; fond of pomp and ihow, 
and the good citiiem of London leern lo have been 
aware of Ibit; for, on bet acceiiionto the throne, Ihey 
paid hei the complement of a city pageant. Thedajr 
botbie bet coionation, the rode ttatongh the cit; of 
Weatminater in great state, amidst a grand display of 
pajjeantiy and expenaiie magnificence. In Cheap- 
nde, the lecoider presented her nith a purse of 
criiDiaa.TelTet, contaiiung a Iboiuand marks in gold, as 
a token of theci^'s lojalty and affection. The qneea, 
returned thanks, and told her loving ciliiens, that, 
should occasion require, >be would be found ready 
to spill her blood for their safety. At another stage 
of hrr progress, a beautiful boj, intended to repre- 
sent truth, was lowered from a triumphal arch, sod 
pieaeoted bet wilh a copy of the Bible. The queen 
received this with the most engaging coudeBcena^u a, 
treaaored the precious gift in her bosom, and declared, 
that " this gift she considered as the most precious^ 
aa il was to her of all others tbe most acceptable." 



TOURNAMENTS. 

We have already noticed the amusements of the 
cidzcna^ of Lc^on; the^ metropolis, however, in 
Conner times was tbe Kene of other exercises, called 
jomt* or taurikamenli, wUcb can scarcely be classed 
anong the spoils and putimes, since they were, as 
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•w milltw; combat] were • diiOngDiafalng faatUTe io 
tfae eU«iti7 of onr lamton, mud dninig the Ibw- 
tcCBth, fiftenOi, uri niteenlk ccatnriFs, Ibnned ■ 
■plendid put ef the pogeantij of the Britiili oHitiv 
polii. On the deith of oQf vuficB qaeeni the kiMvv 
aTcnion of Jinea I. to ■ ntkei tword mi aiifficieat 
to tbrotr liltl aod laDmameiits into daiuc ; and the 
ro^ of his ancctiiors wm MCBpied is ■ isohi lerioiB 

The principal Kens of the toortumcnta in Londea 
war origiBillj the TM-jaid at VhrlebaH, bnt afier- 
wanh Snilhfield, Is which ptacp, oo the ippainted 
daja, tb« knight* MBally ptoceeded from Ike Town, 
akmg KnightriiltT-ibKKt aad OUt^ut-tiieet. Cb«ap- 
tids, tile Tower, and London-bridge ^ were, hawerer, 
Bometinns lelected for theae chlwalrtms enteipriaeB. 

lu the jeai 13f 9, a toummrot was Md ^ Chettp- 
side, where a acaffoJd was erected for the qsMa aad 
other hdieii, The jonrtfaig eoathMei) thiFe daji, «i 
DM of w4iich the scaffold felt, and with i« (be qoeen 
and KTeial of her raitc, idtof whom, howeier, escaped 
anhnit. The kiogthreaUned th^baMefs with sCTere 
puniihinent ; hot, through the iDtercesuon of the 
qneen, who pleaded for them on ber kncM, they 
were pardoned. 

The reign of Edward III. was particalarlj d!a- 
tinguiihed hj thoae eierciws wUch were laost c«i' 
sonant ts the feeliags of a brare warrier. When br 
had the monainhs ef Ftaace and Seottand capliTc, he 
fieqtwntlj anuwed then with MranMOieDti, particii- 
lari; Id the j«Bn 13ST, tS6t, and tSr4, winch were 
attended b; the captirn ' ntmaichs, the king nd 
qnecB, and the flowei rf SttMt tbinkj. Tkb 
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MfenifK, «ben in bii dotage, lought u graiifj bb 
rniitraM, Atiea Pittce, by ■ faramunent ia Hk j<a 
1374. Tbii Udji wh* uiuaed tbe appelUiioa of 
" Ltdy at tbe tun/' ip^iied b; the king') lide ia 
• tnoioplMl dMriat. molt ipkodidl; Mtired. ud to- 
conpsBJed bj > pBilwunbn of lidiet of nnk,e>cb 
of whopi led a k>igbt an hoKcback bj Ibc bridle. 
thB |(H>oei*iaii let out fiom ihe Towet, and km 
■Uoded bj the priaoipBl nolniilj to SsittiGeld, 
irinfc tbe juit*, or tannuusenU, were eontmned fbt 
M«BD tiwceuire day>. 

A vwe celebnted looinuiMiit took place iu 1390, 
dniiag (ho reign of BichiTil 11^ wbo, with that mac 
BUcBUce and gallantij which dlstiaguuhed the eatJj 
part «f tui leiga, dutiahed a wariike and geneioaa 
ipliit in tbe nabUJtj aad gentry of bit court. The 
toDiiiaaMiil wBt Szed to be hold on (he Sandajr after 
UichaelDai, and the king preTioailj unl hemldi to 
prodaim it in alt the principal cooita of Europa, 
Sweial lOTernga* accepted the iiunnou, and on ihe 
day appMotedt the champiaDs> riding on lixtj conr- 
len, set o«l fion tbe Tower to SnithBaM ; cacb 
kaigfat nai "fffT*"**^ V "" etqair^i and led bj a 
jadf iidtD| on a{)alfrej, who, with gold chaini, con- 
ducted UieBi (a ibe place of combaL The kiag and 
qneeo had taken tb^ atatiiB in cbambera to lee tbe 
jojtr, which continued for letenl daji. Oa tUi 
aeoaHOH. the kitig kepi open hoax ai tbe palao* of 
the Biikap of Jioodon, for pertoni of til laoka, mhI 
eve*;; nig^twai cooduded with a batL 

The chiTalroo) eieiciaes of Bichud IL'a CMtrt ia- 
dMed aoiw Scoltiib Iwdi lo eoneio EB||la>d, " to 
gU wonhip b; forpe of aim." One at tbaaei Ike 

fOL..,] 

, Google 
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Ari of Mar, cbatoiged the E>ri bf Nottin^am lo 
juit irilb faim, UrlSSS. vbcu, aflci the; btd run a 
few conreei, the Bcoldi «ail nai of erthrowB, bj wbEch 
be wii to much injuied. that he died two dajs aAer- 
waidk Sir William Dalielt, the banner bearer of 
the lung of Scotland, wn nian mcceufiil in a 
KDConlie with Sir Piercj Coaitney, who bdd the 
■ame irf&ce lo the King of Eagland, fw, after mmiing 
K*eral eoonea. tbej relinqniibed the contest *ithoDt 
any manifest superiarity or adiintage. A Scottijfa 
gentlenuui, of the name of Cockbume, next entered 
the liaU agabiit air Nicholas HaDbeike, and, after 
maintaining the combat far S-ve conrne], wan orer- 
ihrown. 

In the year 1409, a royal jiutlng took phee In 
Smithfield between the tili of Somerset and other 
knigbli, igunrt the SencKhat of Henanlt and some 
Fienchnieiu 

In the begTDning of tiie idgn of Henry the FiDli, 
a foreign knight, a natiTi of Aragon, who bad 
diatingniihed hinilelf on the continent by varimu 
feata of ann*, liiited England, and threw down the 
^ve to the English warriors. The chaltenga was 
accepted by Robert Carey, the ion of Sir John 
Carey, who had been chief baron of the Eicheqner 
in the reign of BJchud IL, and forfeited hia eslale 
for hb attachment to that monarch. The combat wis 
long and donhtfnl, bnt the Englisfagiaii at length pre- 
lailed, and was rewarded with the hoDOar of knight- 
hood b; the king, and the reatoratlon of his father's 
forfeited estates. 

It wju one of the laws of heraldry, that (he penon 
who cooqueied hii adierssry fairly in Ibe Geld was 
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catitted to usame hii anns; ud tliis right mt claim- 
ed by Bobett Cuej, who look the coat armoar of 
tlie Anguoeae, whicb htu aioce bren boinc by the 

la tbe jear 1413, BDolhei knight of Aragnn, Sir 
Philip le Beanae, engaged in nngle combat with John 
Auiley, an eaqoire d( the king's hawiebold, in tifaich 
tbe former was defeated, and would liave been iliia, 
bat for tbe iDterpoiilion of the king- / 

Tbe Bulard of Baignody coming over in 1467 to 
the Briliib coort, to loiicit the band of the king*! 
lister for his bvoUier, Ctiarlea Dake irf Burgnndy, 
wiihed to prove tbe claim of his family to Bocb an 
alliance, by lomc feat of amu. He therefore cbal- 
lenged Lord Scales, the brother of the qaeen, and a 
daj WBi Gied for rtie combat. Usts were prepared 
in Smitbfield, with costly galleries for the king and 
his court, and for the ladies, whose picatnce nnially 
aaiioated the camttatania on such occasions. 

On the iat day (hey fonghl on foot with ipean, 
witboDt any manifest advantage. The oeit day they 
engaged on iiorseback, when the Baitard'i hone 
being thnmii, the king ordeied llie fight to be dii- 
continued. On the Uurd day, they again engaged 
on foot with pole axes, and fonght valiantly, until 
the point of Lord Scales'! axe aitemd the helmet of 
Us antagonist, by which he (Mjuld eauly haie thrown 
bim to the groiuid ; but the king, at this momeat, 
threw down hii warder, which was tbe usual aigiutl 
for discoDtinuing the combat. Tbe Bastard wished 
ta lenew the contest, hat being infbmied, thatac- 
coidipg to tbe nsago of aimi, on inch occasions, be 
oust be placed io the tame situation in which he 
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stood vbed tbe adntaUge uta with hn Kdveiuij, W 

dM not pRM the ptoseCBtion of hii cbsllnigB. 

In 1501, IbcK wu > rojil (aamej and jOMling 
vithio the Tuwer; and in 1540, Weitmiiuter w«> 
Ute Kene of " a gi*at triooiph of jenithig," vMcb 
lufed Gto daji. Darisg Ihetibale of this time. Sir 
John Dndlej, Sit Thomu Sejmoar, Sir Thonog 
Fojnings. Sir GeorgsCartw, Knights; Richard Cniat- 
well (ancralor of the protector), and Anthony Khig- 
aton, Etqi. kept " open honiebold" at Dorham-place, 
Mid entertained their nujeitici asd the obole court, 
together with the knighti and btirgeBBCi of pgrSt- 
■tent, (he lord-major and aldcrmea, together vIA 

Oa (be fint three daji of Maj, 1971, a toaraa- 
BCDt irai held before the queen in Westmiaster, in 
wUch the Earl ofOifotd, Chailei Howard, Sit Heor; 
Lee, and Cbriitnpber Hatton, E^. were the chal- 
lenger!, but it was not attended i^Ih any particela* 
ciicomitancei, These eirtcisea appear to have been 
GODgental to the mulial ipirit of Elizabeth, who 
ftequenttj attended them. Ta Jansarj, 1^1, a 
great joasting wai held at TVeatminiter before the 
ijoeeu, when KTerat pcnoni were kilted by the hit- 
ing of a Ksaffold. la Ilfiy following, aoo^er splm- 
did toarasiaeot was held at the same place, in hoDonr 
of tlie FieDcfa eoToya, who had been sent to Eng- 
land t« lettle Ihe tenni of the (|iieen'> marriage lAlh 
tin Dnhe of Anjou ; and txutthtr tDuraaBCnl, ia Ibe 
rdgn of her majeity, w>a held in 1599. On ttw 
death of Elliabeth, the toomamests were ao hnger 
encoaiaged, altliough one was held at the Titt-yard. 
Wetlndnater, ia ISIO, in honour of the yoimg ptiM* 
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tiauy't being entttd > knigfat. Willi thii iiutance, 
which wu not a rcr; iplendid one, the tournimcnts 
ceased to be ft London ipectaclF. 

WAT TYLER'S INSURRECTION. 

The poll (ai, when Snt Impoaed by Ibe pu- 
liament of lUchiid IL, t*u levied with n doe con- 
lidemtion to the meaoa of the pxilies. The Ui 
wu three groala on erer; person, OMle and fi'nule, 
aboie the age of Gftees ; and it was cnicled, that in 
railing the lai the rich thould aaaiit the poor. Tlie 
(ax, not being ao prodacdre u was expected, was 
fumed ODt to aonie Flemings, who exacted it with 
great i^oi ; and the clause, which enjoined the rich 
lo auiat the poor, was >o vague and undetennined, 
(hat the latter could gain no adiantaga from it. 

The oppresjions eicited bj this (ai at length bi 
came 90 leTere, that a general disconlent becnn 



aidembl J increased by the fanatJE preaching of John 
Ball, the Aoachaisii Cloots of tiie ^urteentta centuiy. 
wbo Bspatialed on Ihe origin of mankind from one 
Gonmon itock, and their right to an eqnal share in all 
Ibe goodi and produce of Datnn, Ball waste 
lire in Kent and Eaiei, where he made nian^ 
veita. Be had af&Toaiite traditional distich, which 
wM the text for man; a aermon ; 
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rifbl la Mcking to lerd all ^mImIIoiii of itd mi 
poparty. Mid ii ende>raBTi>g tonduntlHiwarldlaa 
pcifect equalUj. Wbllc tbo mipdi of tbe people ««• 
thu tDBimcd and irritated, one of tbe collecton offered 
a gTon ininlt to the diaghtei of a blackimiih in Kcat 
(•ome hiitoriuM ay Dartibn), alhen Septford), 
ohicb the latter, with tbe fnli^ of ■ father, un- 
■tniiied hj any othercoaiidRStian, ao bigblj rewMod, 
M to kaock oat Uis lUffiaTi'i biain whh bi* bimBar. 
TU» UackiiiHlh, who wa> afeeraard* kavni by the 
Mune of Wat Tjler, ««■ faHMrtl^ sappoited by Mt 
Mighboun, who promiied to ittBd by bim. Tbey 
imnwdialriy bad rBC Ou tie to amia — the Saas apMad 
tfaitMighont the csnMrj, and loon ealeadrd iMo tba 
eomittei of Keat, Hertford, Samj, Sflatei, SalWk, 
NoiMk, Ctmbrldgf, aad erea Lhleoln. Tb« poll 
tai wH, howerer, Pot tb« only obnodoai isMtfar* 
whkh gtn otbnca ; Ibe people bad to conpWn of 
Olbn grieranceti partlcnlatly tba negligence of tlM 
goiORtaient )■ not prolMting thera ftea fee<}aeat In- 
enniww by the RcDCb, The eMorliaBt of ll^ ja dy * 
aad agenti of law, the t^raanj ot tb« aoblei In Ik* 
txtnite of tbdr feadal pnirilegn, aid a particati^ 
dblike w tbe Duke of lancaater, to wftotn tbey 
Inputad all tbeie e<ri)a, nralltd tbfl laaki of l/bo 
■editiaaa ; lo Ikat in a very Aott tine Wat Tyler, 
thoogk witiiMt eitraordlnary talnili, and mtsi^y 
wiihoat ambition, aad deititato of any lafiHoae, 
•are that wbii^,* lingle iaddent bad giien bim, 
wu It tbe head of 100,000 men. 

'Hie ibolition of tbe poll tax wu now no longer 
tbelroDTy object; tbcyahBad ata ttnalnbTcnianor 
Ae gttmameai, tad laarcbcd ferwaid to Londaa, 
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; reagetnta agiiait the nobilii; tmd the 
mendken of tbe legal |Hafe*sioa. Tbe public guAi, 
ohieh WDra opened, added to the rebel army, nmr m 
■UBieKnu, KHiie mea of a detetmiDed dniacter, aad 
•riUi laliBit] well c^oJitad for k«)UDg tTm the 
flame of Tebellkni, whicfa bad been K> mecenfdllj 
kindled. Amoiif tboM g»l ncniiti mi the hmoat 
Join Ball, the priest, who Dow becaine cha)duil' 
1,1 1 1ll to the armj. Wat Tjler bad for kuodatea 
■ereral other daring men, irbo, UBkiog a meat of 
tbaii bnmblB OMnpatiaiu, annnKd the fictittDD* 
Bama of Jack Straw, Hob Carter, and Torn Miller. 
Ib thui nnte to Loadon, tbey committed manj 
eiseno, patting to death tereral peen and gentle- 
BiCD, aad e*eiy lawjer tint bad the nlsfoiliine U 
fall iato their hands. Ib theii boetilUj to the Duke 
of Lancntcr, thej bouad (faeauei*es by an oath, 
Be*er to acknowledgs for kiag any mui vboac nama 

Wben the rdxJi anired at Bladhetth, the Fiin- 
•aai of Wdea, the kiag'i motfaer, who «&• rBtaming 
fcom a [dlgrintge to Canterboiy, paued through the 
■Idil of tbeir eoGBnimeBl. The lebeli pcrioitlcd 
her to pcooeed on her joDroej, though H>me of the 
■loat imolcnt of them obliged bar to kin tbem, and 
laallveHted Imb tttfame. 

Tba nbe]* »w neat a depHtaikn to the king, who 
bail taken letnge in the Tower, and deiired to hare an 
interriew with h^h for thii pnrpoH Richard niled- 
down the riverin Mi bvge ) bat, on approaching the 
ihaip, and trttoeinng amoj iLstances of tamalt and 
aoaiuiimrbe didnnt^inkprapat la twad, butietom- 
•d to tbB Towers The kng tfacn Mint to kaow tbc ob- 
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ject of Iheir MKmbUng, and what it wu Ihej ■iked. 
Wal Tjlei ntu reviewiog fah army when the king'i 
niesMnget anriTed, aad, coofiiient in the numben nf 
the men b« mw nunbaUed before him. he leut back 
an inaolenl menage, ilaUng, that Iheir boBinesi wai 
of loch impoitiDce u onl; lo be communicated ta 
the king, nhom thej deaiied to meet them. Tbia le- 
qneit having been lefaied, agreeably to tbe deterini- 
nation of the kiDg'i couticil, the lebeli marched 
tooardi London, and were loon mailen of Soulhwarii, 
which they plandered. London bridge might haie 
offerMl flome obttractioa to their progress ; but tbs 
mob, on the cil; side, opened the gitei in spite of the 
magiitralo, and Wat Tjler and his irmj entered (he 
city, where they committed the moat wanton eicesses, 
The Duke of Lancaater'a palace in the Savoy, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury's palace, the Temple, the 
hospital of 8L John'i, Cherkenwell, and the houses of 
the judges and principal citiiens (but more parltcu< 
larty those of the Fie minga) were lazed to the ground. 
Agaiiutlhe Flemings their rage was unbounded ; thej 
dragged them from the chorchea wher« they had 
taken asnctuary, and niaaaacred them in the open 

Flundei, the usual attendant of public tumnlt, na> 
Tepressed, as much as possible, by the leaden of tbe 
inauirecCian, who even threw into the £re, amongit a 
heap of burning wealth, one of their followers, who 
endeavonred to secure a piece of plate. 

The lebela now approached the Tower, where the 
king, with hia mother, the Archbiihop of Canterbory, 
the Iiord Treaauier, and aereral of the nobility bad 
taken refuge. lUchard KDt word, that he wonld give 



. »nd tbithnm 
bige bddjr of them, cluefly of the Basei pftrtj, ae- 
coidinglj repaired. Ai he dhi about to leave ibe 
Tower, hoireTcr, a cltowD baad of Wat T; ler'g Fol. 
lowen rn^ed into the fonreas, cdI aff tke heads of 
the ArchbiAop, Die Lord TreasDier, Sir Robot 
Hairs, and tbe Cbancellor, and pillaged the royal 
apartmenl,. 

Wat Tyler rcTDsined Deu (he Tdkct at tbe head of 
Ifairty tiiouiand men. CooitntiatioB now leiied 
DD (be goiernment, and aflei lome dbcaukn), it wu 
dpemed advi'rable to offei the rebels a charter ; not, 
howerer, coafirmiDg tbe prhiilege* of tbe people, or 
fcdresting tbnr grienncei, bat ^Mtiibing rilialiiage, 
and offerioga gennal pardon for all Crimea commitled 
dnring the fatsarrectkiB. Thia charter, which wu 
rfated the 15th of JnD«, wai in the following 

- " 'Richard, &c Know jt. That of Cior apedal 
grace, we haie mannniitted or ael free dl and singnlBt 
out liege aabjecta, and others of the couirty of Eaiei ; 
and them and ncry of them from all bandage do re- 
teue and acquit, by these piesenta. And alao we 
pardon to oar add liege men and subjects, ail manner 
of felonies, treasons, tnaBgreasloni, and extortions bj 
yi any of them, in any manner whatsoeier done 



Armed with tfata charter, the yoimg king proceeded 
to Hile-Ead, where bis o&ers were accepted by the 
Eaaei mm, who immediately dispersed to their 

The ancecas which had here crowned the effbrls 
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of Riehud, Indnccd him to kUempt k negocUlioB 
vllh tho [iniic'iinl nbei leader, Wat Tjler. For tliis 
purpow be rtpiired to SmilhGeld, with a few atleud- 
auU, and tent Sit Juhn Newton to deiiie Wat Tyler 
to meet hin. Wat Tjler would osiij, howoer, at- 
tend at the head of hia troopi. When entering 
SniilhEeld, he vai met bj the ume knight, with 
tuioUiet meuage from the king, but the bearei deliTei- 
ing it without diaakoanting &oin hu horse, so ofieoded 
tbedignitjofWat Tjlei, that be nited faii iword to 
ttrike him dawn. The king, however, interposed, 
and cried out to Sir John to dismount. 

Id the conference that epaued, Wat Tjter dcnuDd- 
ed much more than had been yielded to bis fellow in- 
lurgenli. Beudes agener»I enfnnctuiemeDt otbond- 
men, he reqoiied that all watieui, puki, and chaiea 
should he made free and common to all, so that the 
pool, a) well M the rich, ahould hare llbett; to Gib, 
fowl, and hunt in ail places thronghout the kingdom. 
it ii, however, worth; of remark, that none of the 
rebel) asked toi the atightest modifica^n of the poll 
tai, (he grieTBnce in which (be iniuirection had ori- 

The insolence of Wat Tjler, who is said, daring (he 
conference, to bare frequently raised his sword, did 
not proToke the resentment of Ihe king ; but it so 
roused the indigna^an of the lard major, William, 
Watwotth, that, with a sword or dagger, he ilruck the 
rebel dead at his feel. When the rebels saw their 
leader fall, (hey Towed to avenge his death, and bad 
already drawn their bows against the ting and his 
attendants ; but Bichaid, though (ben not fifteen 
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;e>n of >ge, with greit lesolatiou and preseoce of 
iHind railed oal to the n-beli, tbat tbe^ ihould not 
want a leader, foi llixt be woald become their ge- 
oeiat. He then placed himieir al their head, and 
rode lonsrds SL George'ii FieJds. and the lebeli, ima- 
giDiug that the king bad dMiared in their faiODr, fol- 
lowed him. When the; Rcrifed in Si. George's 
Eleldi, a bod; of a Ihouiand hone, conaisling chiefly 
of the higher order of London citiiens, under the 
canunand of 8li Robert Knullei, were ipen approach- 
iRg: a panic seized on the rebelt, thej threw down 
thdr arms, and fled in all direcdons. Richard fm- 
medialelj knighted on the field the 1ard'major,Wal- 
wotU), aod Mveral of the aldermen, for their important 
KFiicci at this difficult crisis. 

Thus terminated one of die most eitraordinary and 
nmat rormidable insurrections that London erer wit- 
nessed. Like most other popular comiliotion<,il pre- 
Mnled iDitances of private rerenge, more striking than 
those of public feeling, and that loo, in two of (he 
most prominent chamctcta who figured in il, Wat 
Tyler and Sir Williani Walwoilfa. Tbe foimer had 
been in the serrice of Richaid IJons, an eminent 
nine merchant, and sheriff of London, who had in- 
flicted personal chastisement upon him. When (be 
rebel chief reached London, he caused his old masler 
to be I>eheaded, and bis bead carried before him on 
die point of a spear, though il is. perhaps, (oa mach 
to Chaige this act on Wat Tyler's resentment, since 
to be rich was a tufiicient crime to insure (be pnntih- 
ment As for Sit William Walworth, whose name is 
perpetuated in a populous suburb, his [Dyal(y is, per- 
haps, ai qucilionabJe as Wat TjWa patriotism. He 
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m* « Fobcipkl to^rtt by U 
had lerellcd to (be gmunil t Dumber of trnemeBto 
wblch thii dtiien pomeiud on tfie buik Mt, and 
wbidi wcTE let mt for the Ter; wortt of pnrpoaei. 
It {a not too much, tberefoie, to taipeet, tbal pti- 
Tkte feeling UK; hai« prompted fab actirltj to put 
down die rebellion, and puniab tta leader. 



JACK- CADE'S REBELJJON. 

Sbakeipeaie, who " eibauited worlds and then 
unuined new," hat rendered tbe inautrectioa of JicIl 
Cade better known in Uie lecond part of his play ijf 
Henry TI., than it woald bave been bod it been re- 
corded only in hiitory. Witb tbal license, which to 
poeta il nerer denied, be bis turned into ridtcnle 
an event, w^icb occasioned no ordinary degree 
of alann at tbe lime, and bas, by the extmTaganciia 
which be makes ili leader* commil, thrown a dtscredil 
on popular insanections, fiom which it ia difficnTt to 
divest them. Tfot content with demollsliing pub- 
lic buildings, and (he bouses of tbe wealthy, oar bard 
makes Jack aniious to bum all the records of the 
realm, that his mouth may be "the pajtiamenlof 
England," Denying Ihal 

" Igtunaaoe if dK cane of God, 

KnarwJedge (be wing wberewltb wo ij to hencn," 

C^e is leiireHnled ai h«*Bg a paiticBiar aamily 
to leafttBg. He ntakei it 4n>e ef bit amat sukiw 
itoi^ Bgaiwt LiHd i*f mi Sde, tbm lie had 
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'• DMt Itmjbitoad? ciHnptwl Dm yoatli of tbe raalm 
is eroctiiii; • gnuumi kIwuI," ud iddi tbii man 
■■eet^g accusatiDa; " wheicu taefuK, our foie- 
fttben bad no after books but ihe tcore and the 1*1- 
Ij ; thou but CMwd pnntiag to be Bsed, ud, cdq. 
tnuy to the lung, bi) crown, and dignitj, tfaoo bait 
boilt a paper nill. It will be proTcd to tby face, 
tbat tbon bait mea abml tbee, that uoail j talk of a 
DMiB aad a verb, and saeb ahDminable word* ai m 
Cbriadu ear oan endure." 

Tb« ioMmclioa of Jack Cade took plKx in 1«HI, 
dnfiiig ibe long, but iaglorioo*, and turbulent rdgn of 
Henry VI. Wbateverdnipis Jack Cade might bars 
bad >/ler linking hit awoid on London alone, and 
f tctuming, " no* ia Mortimer lord o( tbi* dl;," be 
*ai, ia the first iaitaucr, ddIj the tool of others. The 
■tnigglei of Ibe riTal boiurs of York and Lanouler, 
thongb not leimiiiated. bad a moiBentai'; ceuatioD, 
when Rtcbard, Doko of York, (whoM son ancceeded 
to the throne, under the (itie oFEdward IV.} Bi^jred to 
the crown. He was, at thia 6me, in Ireland; and al- 
Ibougb the duaslera of the goiemnient. in the toaa of 
If ormandy, had incrensed the number of hia adberenu, 
jet he did not chnie lamseJf to banrd an attempt to 
Mze the crawn. He ealisted Jack Cade, a dinag 
IriaJBnan, ia hia unviee, who, well supplied with 
DDHeyi and aiiiuaiiig the uiac of Jobo Maitiraer, 
•f Ibe boDW of March, eieealDd in the eailj part tt 
tbe ceign, proceeded to If[eot, where Ihedoke bad 
pBDj&iends. Here, in May, 1450, be hoisted tb« 
itaadud of HuanectioD, Jwbicb ¥raa aoon ao iHi«e> 
Muly atteukdi tbat J^k Cade na* ationg cnoagb 
to bewd the citj, aad cacaiap ai oeai k aa Bki^- 

roi..i.J 

, Google 
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h«th. Cade'i hmrrectioD appearing fomititabLe, 
the king sent lo know Ihenuhu of the iwurgCBb. 
Their leadrr aniweted, that Ihej had no ill de- 
sign on (he king'i person— that their intention was ts 
petition parliuDcnt, that the eiil taiuisten ml^l be 
punished, » being (he principal authars of the low of 
Nonnandj. In a few dajs aftervarda (he; pTCsent- 
ed tbeii pelilioD, which was to the same effect ; and alio 
demanded, that the king's conndl ahould be filled 
with princes of the blood, and other pindent and jn- 
dicious peraons, and not with profligate men of riciona 
principles and maiuiers, incapable of managing the 
affairs of state. > 

These petitioniwere rejected, and the king, deter- 
mining lo put down the iniorrection bj force of arms, 
«s«embled a bodj of ISOOO men, with which he 
marched against them. On his approach Jack Cado 
letired, and laj in ambush in a wood near Sevenoaki. 
The king imagining the rebels were diipened, sent a 
detachment after them, uodec the command of Sir 
Humphrey StaSbcd. This delachmeat falling into 
the ambush was cut to pieces, and the commauder, aa 
well aa his brothei, kUled. 

Cade now marched towards London, while the 
lung and his court hastily fled to Kenilworth, teaiing 
a gamson in the Tower, uader the command of Lord 
Scaler. The dl; of London opened her gates to 
the rebels, and Cade enlered in triumph at the beait 
of his troapa ; bn( he prohibited, under the aenreil 
penalties, any Injur; being done to the inhabitanti. 
He did not, however, take up his reaideoce In the 
city, but in the Borough of Southwaik. On tbe 
second daj he seized on the lord Ireuuiei, Lord Saj, 
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and hMl Urn beheaded. TJie Londoners leened on 
rery good telniB with his folloiters, until lome of dm 
soldien commitled a riot in the cit; ; the next mom- 
ing, wfaen Cade w&a aboul tu enlcr the cilj ta usual, 
he found the gale on London Bridge shut against 
him : a lerere battle now ensued, wbicli luted all 
day. In the night a pioclamation was isuied bj the 
gmerament, offering ■ flee pudon to all who lldd 
doim iheii aims. This being actiiely circulated 
through Southnaik, next morning Jack Cade wai 
deserted hj hit followers, and Bed into SulseT, 
where be was killed b; Aleiandei Iden. a KentUb 
gentleman. Man^ of his followers were executed. 

THE BASTAKD FALCONBRIDGE'S ATTACK. 
In 1471, dniing tbe wars between the bouses of 
York and Lancaster, the bastard of Falconbiidge, 

. eldest son, 

As we suppose, to Robert Falconbridge^ 
A soldier by the boDooT-f^iiug band 
Of CixaT de Lion, knighted m Ibe field, 
having collated, in £siei and Kent, a considerable 
force of ships and men, in the interest of Henij 
VI., sailed np the Thames to London, resolring, as 
at Angiers, to beat 

" The &inl; ribs of this contemptuous city. 
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The cillKu k« ta mns In ^rt Btmbeti, ud d» 
fcaded tliemielTC* plUntlj. Tbe butvd aikdeUft 
flnU klUck bj ibe liTcr tide of tbc cit;. wbicb, i> 
coDMtqueDce of Ibe ruin intu wbicb the waila ia Unt 
dinction had bees wffeKd la fill, pmcBWd the latt 
chBOce nt retialance ; but he fouad so mui} itont 
hmit* unjed in defence of ever; breach, thai all Ut 
■tiemptt u c&ect an calranee on thj* side <rai« aaa> 
niling. Aflei Giing aonic bouiei on lAndon Bridge, 
be letunied down the ri<ei,aBd, at >ome dutaaee be> 
Imr the To<rei> landed hii foicee, amooDtiBg to iboal 
MOO meD, villi the new of attacking the ci^ b<r 
)«iul (nm tlie eutwaid.' On Sooda^, the llth of 
Maj, the asuollwM made at Atdgate ; the bulwuki 
were won ; and Ibe auailanti were paibing boMlj 
faiwanl, when the poitcDilii wai let down, and sncb 
ai had entered the eltj were cnt to pieeei. Bobert 
Baaeet, the alderaiiB of Aldgate Waid, who eommaM- 
•dallhia poinl,aiiiiiuiledw>tii&apintM valiant aa that 
of thebaitAid himielf, wa* not, howevei, content with- 
repulsing the eneuf ; for we aie told, that he " com- 
manded, in the name of Cod, tbe potteidKi to b« 
diawn up ; which being done, the; issued oat, and 
witli Geice Sghl, drore their eneoiiea back u lai aa 
St. Bototph'i Church." The Ijeutenant of Iba 
Tower, DbserrlDg the snccess of Ibis spirited ^Ij, 
iuned forth with the Earl of Riiers, at the head of a 
fresh companj, and joiniiig the brare alderman Baa- 
let, asaiiled him to pat the enemj compleleiy to the 
mule. The pursuit was coQtiirued aa fir ai StTBtfaid ; 
iQuy of the enemjr were ihun, and manj taken pli- 
■onen, Tlie baitaid escaped, wjtli the wreck of his 
force), nn bpaid uf his ships; and l«ift to Londati tin. 
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IWMxmble bout, of hiving luccGSsfnll; defended 
beractf agamil Ibe raloui and (Dieipme uf oae of the 
boldeit putiauu of the day. 

EE3ISTANCE TO AKBITRABY IMPOSTS. 
The City ofLoadon im never, perbaps, lubjectw) 
to deeper hnmltiatioD Iban daring the reigo of 
Heniy VIIL, in consequeuce of the events of Siil 
May-day i yet we find, that when it bad justice and 
leaaon on it) aide, it could assume, CTen towards that 
btDghty tyraot, an attitude the most erect and inde- 
pendent. In 1511, the king's alter tgo, CardinaJ 
WoUcy, issued an oidei, in the king's name, forlevyiag 
a lixth of all property belonging to laymen, and a, 
fojirtb of that of the clergy, in order todcfmy the ex- 
p^ue of the iiar in France and Scotland. The citi- 
■eiu of London declared at once, that they wontd not 
aubmit to such an arbitrary imposition ; aud their 
«iainple made the spirit of reuslaoce to it geneiat 
IJiroughont the country. Henry, afraid of th» gather- 
ing Blorm, pretended to disclaim all knowledge of the 
v^BUTB edict which the cardinal had piomuigited, 
and wrote a letter to the lord mayor and cilizens. 
ptolesting, that he would permit no forcible eiactions 
from Ms subjects, hnt trust as bu predecessors had 
done to Ibeir btntvoUnce alone. 

Tbo cardinal then sent for the lord mayor and 
aldermen. eipHtialed on the goodness of the king in 
■nbatitoting a benevolence for a tax, and eiborted 
Ihem forlhwidi to raise among themselres, or by their 
antbon^, from their fellow citizens, a jnm equal la 
tbe nte which had been proposed. The wotda Mi 
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■nd btmmlnet hid, howersr, becum alickdj syna- 
nynioai in popoUi •eceptatioD ; Euid the reoorderst 
once mufglly leplicd, "Ibat, by aitatnte of Ibe first 
or Richud lU., ijl igch leiiiei vent abaliihed." 
Woliej utgrily obtemsJ, tfakt Richard km bd usurp- 
er, ud (hat DO 1av> of his coold be obligatory on a 
lawful prince, inch ai hii bi|hnnt, Ibeir Bowreign 
lord and laaaUi. The magiittalpa continaing lilolt 
and onmoied, the cardinal called the lord mayor 
aside, and endBsvouted to penosde him indindaaUy 
to oooear In the maaaaie, abserring, Ihat it wa« le^ 
the moBcy of the good citiiciui of London hii higli 
Df M vaated, than theii eumpU, by way of a begta - 
■dng to a general oontribndm froBi the vhole king~ 
dca, vHhoal which tiie king's sertice «ould not be 
carried on. The lord intyar pradently replied, thn 
be conld do ootluiig of himself in tbc matter, bat 
mnit lay it before the conmoo council, and lean h 
to ibtm determination. Wtiiey called aereial cf tb« 
othn Baj^Uates to him ; bat they made all atrndf 
the laaM answer, Hii emnunoe tbea dismisaed the 
depatatioB, biddmg then " go tlm, and coMolt tha 
aomaum coancit." When the piofKual was bioogbt 
befops that hody, it was received with so moch dis^ 
gust, that throe of the lacmben hanng reMwed la 
apeak in its fhTOBr, a moUon was made to eipd thorn- 
aa anworthj of a place acnong a ronDail,lbe icpteasB- 
tatires of fteeiam. The nation, which tad takea Ibe 
impnise to resistance fron London, fbllosnd also It* 
eaaapie in lefasisg any cuEapramiie with Ike priod* 
pie of eitortioii ; and the whole scheme of the In; 
tlnis fell to the ground. 
Tke cilJiMs had taas reason to GoapiaiB of Hrair, 
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wbcB. fiiUoathig tbi^ ami exampla of pums^g free- 
Men for difiering wilii them in oplniin, be wreakEd 
hit lengtHuica oa one irf the alderBcn for Uking k 
note prominent p«it tbui hit fellowi in Ihu oppoii - 
tioD to the pietcnuoiiB at the cAnni. The name of 
Ihii patiiot wu Rkbaid Reed. He was leiEed upon 
bf ofilpr of Heotj, ud sent to the leat of wir Id 
acatland, silh uutrocluma to EJi Ralph Eore, the 
Ea^ith commander, to pothUn on eaeij Mrt of du- 
geroaf and dificnlt lerrice, in order thai be might 
■■ fe«l what paint otbet poor toldirtt abtde abiuad in 
the king'! terrice, and liaow the imart of hit foU j and 
■lanlj diiobedicDce." He bad not long joined tha 
atfBj, when h> wai taken pritoncr bj the Bcoti, to 
vhoiD lie vHi obliged to pay a Urge bob for fail ran- 

The initractiant to Sii Ralph Eere, retpectiag 
Reed, ate preterrcd among the Talbot manntcfipla ; 
and itwouid teem from Ibem, that tlie ciliaenB of 
Loodoa, wit^ the nngle eioeptiDii of Ihii ituid; nl- 
defvan, were lUipoted to grant the IjenevolaDce. 
%■! altovance matt be made fbi a deiiie to eiagge- 
lalB, at nneh at pouible, the offeacc of Bead ; fot 
tncfa • new of the mattel it at vaiiaoce with all the 
otlMT bittodea of tha ereat. 



' LONDON DIALECT. 
TbB caUoqaial language of tke inhlbttu^ t4 
lemioa hat hmg bees the snbjeet of aninndrenion 
■■d fatiic, and whileit anal be admitled, that ^ cen- 
venation of the Hfll-educated Londoner approaelict 
MMcr llu writtcB laagMge of the couMrj.lhao that 
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spokMi in asy other put of (be «n^ ; jet, kioaiif! 
Itiow vho htve not bad tbe RdTSSIigei of > liberal 
edoMlioii, vr hare niied nnich with tbe hnmble 
claues of the citiient, (here ii a certain pccaliarily 
which diitiDguiahes Ibe London from all other dialecli, 
and which ii known bj the nune of teekneyiaR. 

Of the meaning of the word coiiiiey few penons 
are ignorant, but ita etjmolog; no one has been 
yet aUe to ascntuD with any degree of certainty. 
OoT lieat pbitoiogiiu differ widely on the subject, bnt 
tbe etymology, which Memi most probable, derive* 
the word from ceektry. In France, " fe paia de 
Cocagne," meani a conntry of good cheer, and 
fer tbtt London haa been always remarktMe. Shaks- 
peaie, too, in hit tragedy of King Lmr, aeems to 
•liode to ibla interpretation, when he vys, " cry to 
it, nonclr, as the cockaey did to the eelt, when she 
pat them Into the paste aliTe." 

Strange, howeTcr, aa the London dialect may leeDT, 
and DiDCh aa it has been abused, it ia the langoage of 
onr aneeitora, which has been here singularly preserved 
inilsori^al porit; ; and, as&rasanttqni(jgo«, ilia 
easy to get Ait aauction to all those, now aeeming ab- 
anrdities, which nark the ordinaiy Ungnage of tbe me- 
tropolis, even to the redundant negatives, donble 
anperlatives, and that most singular of all perrersions, 
the labititation of the Efot the ai, and VKivenA. 

Almost erery county in England haa a peculiar 
dialect, and snoM districts speak a langnage nearly im- 
Intelligible. In the colloquial dialect of London tbere 
it a mf itnre of all these, irilh a rariety of words and 
phrasea introduced from abroad ; bat nolwithstand- 
ing this Babel-fike coBfnrion of to&gaea, the great 






LOKDON. Itt 

body tit tbe iMflutgc ia Shxiib. Tbe ima ■othMitj 
cannM uideed be pveo for laaie of ill illeged conwf- 
tioD), vhich. Iwwever, ma; c«U; be puncd sot to 
have beeD of niodeia inaaufactiue. 

Tbe frampaaitioD of the lellera v and w ii tbe nKwt 
promuieiit eiror uf cockney proannciitioD, Iboughtbe 
eicbugiDg of letten of tho aanie oigan of ipodb ia 
not Doiiequeiit ia manj luifiiagcs, parlieaUclj the t 
fH tha s. In the proiince of Gvcony, in fnncr, 
tbcK tettcia ue freqaenllj aabatituled ibe OHe for die 
otber, wblch uiaed Jeuph SolincT to aay of (faaai, 
" feltcea papoli qoibiu, Utere est «»mcc," 

In Mivenl of 0>r old tuithon m find the ti mi Ike 
ID died slmoit indiBeriminatel; fu eacfa other, pani- 
coUrij in tlie ronutnte ct Sir Clegea, milleti in the 
15th cenlai;. and in the mAi of Tboaaa Sfcelton, 
poet laoreat In Haitj VIIL Among the Haileiaa 
HS& in tbe BiiUth Uaieum, IheiB it a oollectian of 
pceou in tbe baDdwntingof%eltan,iB wbich we £ad 
latcjh, iiuiDaje, and erea dcwotaeier. 

Tbe am of rcdaBclant negaliTes 'a, no dmbt, bo(- 
Knred fixin the f lencb, whoae " je tu apai poi" i* 
eqiuvalent ta tbe caeknej'a, " I don't know nothiag 
•bout it." Dr. Hunter, tbe leanied Saxon lingniat, 
baoerer, ^Tga it a grettet nntiqaity, when, in hii 
Thennmi, be aaji, " notandom eit quod In Ungnft 
Anglo SanmicA negatii cnusciBliu pet duo aegar 
lira." The aae of the doable negaliie in England 
canbepKifedtobeDfotd, and even ofiojal aulfaoiilji 
In ■ proclamation for tbe sppRlteDnait of Sir John 
Oklcaille, hi* eoBtaascy, in icnalin; the offen made 
lo him, ■ tbo* «tal«d i " be it knowne, h Sire Jcbn 
Oldcaslell lefnaea, nor will »i reccBTa, nw ine to 
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h>«e naw of tbe gnces, Ac." Chuieer, Koget 
Aicbuu, and eren Shdeipeue, iffbid ns examplei 
of this eiioi. In Hameo aad JdKc^ we have 
" ■ nidd«ii da; of jo<r 
Thst thOD npect'st not, Mr I look'd not for." 

The " thii here" and " that tbeie" of the London 
citinni 11 bat tbe ct-ei and c»-la of the French, and 
howcmr uuieceaiarj, Is intended to mark tbe subject 
diituctl;, aad with mora force and energy. Tbe 
" oam" " jonm*' of the LiHidoner, nra but the Saxon 
ptononiu pouesaiTe, thougb we cannot aay >o macb 
in favour of " hua" and " hero," which are nnqoes- 
lioBibl; " town-made." 

Moat of the other pecatlaritiea of the London 
dialect admit of a& apology ao far, that the; are not 
modem innoiadotu. Eren as to tbe double compara- 
tire* and luperlaliTeai Shakespeare has " more better," 
" more happier," and " more sfaacper ;" and in the 
Psalmi we meet with " matt highest ;" ai in the Act) 
of the Apoitlei wa do with the " most straitest." The 
iise of the word "leani" for "teach," is derived frara 
the Anglo Saiont. The lubititnt'ing of the piitalirei 
UK for in and in is not a new device. Millou uses the 
wards macUre and KTuaSerable. Sir Henrj Nerille, 
in a letter toSir Robert Cecil, says," itisanunpDssible 
thing for me to do." And Shakespeare not only has 
unposnhle, bat " nnpartial," " nnagreeable," &C.&C. 
•■Shall us" alio finds an auttiority in Sbakespeare ; 
and the words " postes" and " pMtesses" for posts, 
are pleoaasms In itnilatiaa of the plnials of the old 
Scottish writers; evea Sbakeipeare nses the dissyl- 
lable " mistes" for mists. 



Tlios it will be mbb, Ibat tbe cockuej) we oix 
chugeable irilh iasmation, bat with ton pirtiai no 
•dbetence to the uieieDt wrilten langntge of the 



SANCTUABIES. 

TliB leieiencc wiiidi all natioiu, especially in Ibe 
eaHiei stage) of theii hisloiy , have ahaim to ibeir 
placei of reli^oDS worahip, lendeied tfaem of old 
emiuentlj lybseivieiit to the came of himuuuty. 
Wliile die Bim oftheciail powec waiyet weak ;irliile 
there were IndiTiduala potent enough to commit in 
its defiance tbe worst of crimes ; incb, happUj, xra* 
ttte tanctit; of the altar, that before it the wildest 
paisioDS became calmed; revenge threw it> daggra 
down, and lost ahrunk rehukedond ashBmed. With- 
in tbe holj fane the accidental sheddei of blood found 
a secure asjlum till tbe wiath of kindred could ba 
appeased ; to the " horns of the atlac" clung the af- 
^ghted maiden whan, fatheiless and brotberlens, ihe 
had no other protecljoa trom the vialenca of nntial- 
lowed piuion. For pnrpow* godlike ai theie, arose 
tbe temples of pity among the Greeks and Roman*, 
ibe cities of refuge unong the Jews, and tbe sanctaa- 
□es of the Chriitiaua. 

Tbe oectMltj for aoch asylums Tanhbed with the 
ptogreu of ci«luaUon ; bat in the Christian woild 
drcnmitances of policy arose which prolmiged Udr 
eiiitence, and eien increased tbeii munber long after 
they should have ceased to exist. During die uagu 
pf popery, the cktgy were not amenable to the juris- 
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dutioD of a teopoal ■agistati ; bat. n«t iititfied 
wilh thk neaptiia for tlicnKlvca, Ibsj nwiil ibt 
tqht af ttielUriBg, &oii iba ciril power, all wlia thorn 
to pbM tfacauelwi audei tfaur pralrctian. The 
pridlege of Uie MMtoaiy, which bad before beoi 
confined to chnicbct, and ibiinet of laint*, >'»^^>« 
intUiWBj eitendedttaUidi|iaw hooiei whM«*cr. 
The abaMi to wbicb lach a ijitem led weie enw- 
Bwu.-" Placw MhUi Aaatd te>« cheridMd dw ad- 
■■a ri an of Ite BMt enhed pivtjr, w«n mdcM^ *■ 
ad rice. AMond at pm- 



and, loaded widi ■poit, he repoMs) mdcr te vett of 



I^ aalboril; of Ihe chnch of Cbibt ipread a ihMd 
am mco whn ibaatd ban ui^ted b; (hek Inn 
Uwir ciiiMa agakit mtotAy." 

la 149S, Pope Immccdi MHOd a ball, wfiMi, nBdet 
Ibe pwtenee of GiuliDf aad ngolating the prnilegea 
of MMCbMriei, gave a ponti*e nnetiBB to tbe wwit of 
<be abani far wbich they had beceiM mtortavs. tt 



■honld ba pnleoed, but ul; on cmdUiiM that the j 
didaot gooulataight-tocaauait any aew robbene* 
•r raavden ; aad that ttuitm B^bt tUH defy (ha vea- 
geuce of thdr Miereign, if (hey kept ilriclly wiHiB 
(be UimftttlikmptMkttd tenllorrM! 

Xi WH declaied. in a i^it MMnewfaat diSlcreat, i*U 
ae debkudMold baiUowad the piirilage of tUBIa«7» 
far^ poipciM of df^'awtiaf hh cndilonj ImttMi 
legidalieD had ita Dlbeeeffecl Ibaa (u n^e tlM pirwet 
(rf pBL«ecii»Ba aMitit of pMiM mvasa w th# cbMcb, 
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taiit wu looD diacoveied that a debtor lad obI; U> 
aakt ao abbot or on aichdeacaii Iha trintee oi aiakg- 
nee of the wret^ of liii butane, in Mdei to prewrre 
bi* honesty fratn all impeadUBcnt. 

With Hich a lysleta of thingii, it seeou iroiiderfiil 
how cocie^ mbiUled atall. In Londoa then werci 
preriaiu to tbe suppmiiea of religioua hotuea, no 
len ihao foity-foor piincipal eUablaluiKnti, all daim- 
isg, wid iBOfi of tbcB aodiiDg, tbii pnTileg* of 
uoctuai; ! Wire >ucli now the caie, there ii no d^eit 
•o aavi^ llutt would Dol b«, in enaparUou, a place of 
lafetj and repose. 

la tbe (imc of that peat le&aatt, Heaij VIIL an 
act of pailiamuit ma paiwd, coDfirmmg tha privilego 
of wneloarjr to cathedral, pviib, and collegi^ 
churcliea; to cba{ieli of eaae; to cfaorch jaidB; to 
hotpitalij to eightof the greats monaitic establith- 
menti, including particalarlj that of Wettminilei. 
The act alio nhoilji eacepled faaa the piiitlege at) 
peaam goiltjr of capital oScacn ; and deolaied that 
in olbsrcBie* it should only be of ayail for£xtjdafi, 
Bl the end of which the paitj (rha bad taken refuge 
mi icqaiied eitber to abide the eoane of law or qait 
the realm. It tirther provided that no place of uao- 
tuaij shoald shelter mow than tiventy psnoos at a 
time, end tb»t as penon thos protected tbonld go 
abroad wilhoBta badge of ignominioBi diatincliaa at. 
bisUeaat. AQtfanewerefreatstiidestowardsabettai 
order of Uungi j and it doea appear, that with ictpect 
to the more teiioai cl>*< o( oBeaoei, the prkilcje of 
U be any longer a 
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the moit (Kondnenl eiceptlom Id this Kct, Is utd la 
h«fe been the moil «Dcie>it ploco of uBclair; in 
Esgluid ; but the eailiol chtrtet to tfati effect which 
ii extast, >• ose of Edwaid the Confeisar, in Rhlch 
the pritUege la tbaa ■rapiy conferred : — " Edward, 
Ice. I make it to be known to *U genentioni of men 
of the world after mCi that by apedtf commnndment 
of our holy futherFope Leo, I hmTS renewed and bo- 
Doarrd thebolj chaichoflhebleued apoatle SLPetn 
of Wntminster, and I onJer and eatabtiib for erer, 
Oat what peraoD of what condition or eatale loerer he 
1m, froowfaenceioeierhecome, or for what offence or 
cauK it be,coinelfa for refuge into Ihet^ boly place, 
he be nnnred of hia life, iibertj, and lirabi." After 
tbrttfying ttiii grant by the itrongett niaiedictiDns on 
all who ihall infringe It, Edward return) to the subject 
of the privilege he had conferred, in a tone of generoni 
entbusium, which U in wignlar contrait with the ge- 
neral clisrecter of thii weak Prince :— " T grant to 
every each of them," fae uy>, "h ag mach ai my 
teireitrial power may loffiee, all manner of freedom of 
JoTom LiBERir." "And 1 will and ordain, that 
thii my grant rndnre ai long as there remaineth in 
England, either lore or dread of Cliriitian name." 

So strictly was thii InJonctiDn obserred, that (boe 
iino instance on record of the lanctnary of Weatmin- 
■teibwngTiolatedbefbrethetioabledicign ofBit^Hud 
n. Two gentlemen of the names of Hanle and Shac- 
ket, having refused (o deliver np withont lanioni to 
John Di^e ofl^ncailer, the King^i uncle, a foreign no- 
bleman, whom he bad brought captive from the wan, 
were committed to the Tower; bat effecting their es- 
cape, the; fled for lefuge to Wcitmiutei Abbey. 
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STitywere pnnned by (he captain of the Tower, add 
a Dumcroas putj in the intereit of Lancaiter. Sbac- 
kel na« te-c*ptared ; hut Hinile, niBkiiig a gallinl 
resiatajice, was ilun ia the choir of (he cborch, com- 
incnding hii soul to Him who ii the areiigei of wrong. 
An outrage >o dating and nnniusl, eicited UBiveiaBl 
abboirence, and fotmed odc among the man; caaies of 
the enmitj to itron^y manifeBled b; (he populace 
towarda IbeDuke of Lancaiter, on thebreaiing out ■ 
few ;eara after of Wat Tylei'i rebellion. 

ThesiDoftbeDnke.oriatheiofbiBfollDweD, wu 
not howerer allowed la remain long without imilatora. 
The peopto themielTes, in the midit of the eiceaies 
which they committed in lliat rebellion, do not >eem 
to hare cajed bow many iiactilegei Ihej added to the 
nnmbet. The; laid violaiit haoda on ttie Aichbiihop 
of CaDteibnrj, while at hia derotiocB in the diap«l in 
tbe Tower, and earned him forth to Tower-bill to be 
beheaded j and from almost ever; church in London, - 
Weatmintter, and Southwark, they dragged to the 
■caffold lonie hapleu foreignen who had fled thither 
u to a place of luie refuge. From the church In the 
Vintr; they took thirly-lwo, from the church of the 
Augoatine Friata thirteen, and from aiu>lt)eT cbuicbi 
^natDenotmeulioned,)ieTenteeii. Die whole of them 
were beheaded, with ibe eiception of those only who 
Goold gothrongh the singular ordeal of pronouncing 
tbe winda Bread and Clutte, without a fot^gn accent. 

A few yean after these aienti, the citiieni of Lon- 
don tow the pririlege of iBnclaar; again most craelly 
nolated, in the case of Sir Hobert Treiillian, Loid 
Cluef Jujiice of the Court of King's Bench. Ho 
had had the mumness and integrity to declui^, that 
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tha nM^IIoD of tk bannu to deprive Bkbird II. of 
hit Rojal (iiDclioni, when be wu no longer a mAnm, 
•TM illega] ; ud, to escape Uidr (eDgenue, hr look 
refnge m WeatainitEi Abbej, but «a> dngged beacB 
by the barani, ud initanQj haogcd at Tjbara. 

Hie uuctuaij of Wutningler Kemt, notwllb- 
■ttuuJingtheienalBtiaiii.ia havercTiredtn estimation. 
It wu here that Eliiabetb, Queen of Edwin) IV. 
letiied. when Warwick, the kiag-maker, bad nntrij 
restored Henry VI. to the thnine ; and to the hoiue i>f 
the abbot the wa* deliTcrad of Edward V. Hera too, 
on the death of bee btuband, tha Asd widi her yrmng- 
eit loa Ira protection, (tiaa flie bloody de^gni of 
Riefaaid. When leqidred to yield op the young 
ptlDce Into the haadi of bia Dade, and told that if «be 
ncfnaed he wonld be taken from ber by force, abc dlit- 
bdiered hii threats, obsoriDg, that, " inre no tymit 
could ever be so derilisb ai to bnai the sanclBwy «f 
St. Peter." Bkbaid, bowem, wai that lyraot; tat 
he laoTed, in conncil, that farce ihoutd be nsed to 
obtain poneaion of the prince. The Aichblibop of 
Canterbniy opposed this strongly, but offered Id oae 
lilt influence to peisaade the qaeea to yield tatbe 
wiibei of Fhe Piotectoc. Uii nxdiatton was, uihap- 
inly, loD loeeesifal. The queen parted wiQi )kt 

Toirer to keep Ac young king, bis btodier, oompiny, 
and tbae diey both periihed, rictiois of their ande^ 
pcfld; and amlulicia. Hoit tmly ipokc oar great 
hard, iibeB be pionoiuKed it to be 
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' The whole of the consecraled graund belongiog u 



jr Abbey, mutt of old haro posiesied (he 
privilege of piotecling refugees ; but djere were two 
btiildmgs to which the name of umctuary was moie 
especially applied. They stood on the notlh side of 
St. Margaiet's church-yaid, aod were called the grtat 
and the little laactuariei. Ffom the dascriptiona of 
Slukely and Maitknd, in whose daji theie were slill 
coBsideiabie [emains of these atiuctures to be seen, 
(bey appeal to haie been of great magnitude and 
strength, and wtdl calculated for pnrposei of protec- 
tion. It is now long since they baie lieen totally 
demolished. 

Hie place of sanctuary ueit in note to that of 
Wesltuiustei, was a part of the city of London, ovec 
wliich the dean and chapter of St. Peter's possessed, 
and itill posKU jniisdictioo. It incladed the whole 
of that space now known by the name of St. Martin's 
le Grand. A college for tecnlar cuona and priests 
■load originally on this, site, wbicb was surrendered 
to Edward VI. in 1548, and piilled down. A num- 
ber of dwetling-houaes tlien arote in its plnce^ and, 
claiming that privilege of sanctuary which before 
belonged to the college, they became speedily a fa- 
vourite resort for foreigners, and all person* desirous 
tf that protection they were deemed to aSbrd. 

Tbe jestrictions under which these and other aiy- 
lonu weio placed by tbe act of Henry VIXI^ did not 
•Itogetlier redeem Uiem from that odium under which 
they had, in later times, so justly fallen. Thedimluu- 
tiDnoftheiinnmber made those which were kept up to 
be more resorted to, and lomefew, i^ course, more ruM- 
ed than ever as the abode of lagabondi and outcails ; 






n* FBBCY HIJTOHIEI. 

ht.ltiyafjli tbe tine of roidmce in them mt limited 
bj law, noaccooDt imiDfi«lLept(rf tfaearitt and 
•BtnacM of inmatei, and ■ [reqocnl eidhuigB of m- 
habitwU wrred to bcnaie confuioii and uncertrak- 
tj. Flica loo, wliidi bad B«ver before neiciied tba 
•Eclfiiutical priTUege of pniteotiBg peiwuu fran lbs 
ciiil powri, ludi at lliB Ssto; aod olber hotpitali, 
and VCR iberefbn tba man readilj iacliidei) is the 
eiciaptimtuf Heuj'i act, «ere aon pnutitatd) lotbe 
•aae pntpowi- Heaca ihe ngulatioD which *c oiaal 
with ia tbe ancient atatata of maaj of ddi ho^M- 
tall, diat BO toguea « idka ihonhl be luffiwed to 
buboor (here. In 1587, the tUcoidei ctf I^mdea 
•rat a poue of conttabliu to •e>R:fa (be Sa*Dj, who 
relunied with ail tall and iilout fellom, vbo wen c» 
rolled there anong " the needy, iuae. and akk." At- 
tn buog •oDsdl; whipped, tbej wne aent back ta 
the hotpital to tapott lo othen, who migktatBad ia 
need of it, the lenon Ihe; had nMived. 

In (be eighth of Eliaabeth, a bill was bnaght iMa 
parliaBtent to take away enlli«ly a parilege which 
wat now to lauch abated ; bat it wai aealoaaly <^ 
poted by Ihe Dean and Chapta of WeitmiDiler, who 
wera bend by caaaul ag«n>t it, aad, on a dirirfoa, 
it waa IhmwB oat by a majority of M lo6<k 

Dariag the rugs of Junei the Sith, tlie Boat 
/uWoBaUa aaylins of (his dueription waa jiitfei 
diaitU, which comprelieoded all (beo* yaita afaoat 
the Tenple lAich clMmed thk piiriiaee, ame efc 
pccially WhiteftUn aad Salitboiy-coart. 

Tba BondutioB, wbieh pot an ead ta ao atmj 
•t»«!i, at lenstb iwapt away Ihu ■amanu the Miaa. 
bee. 
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. blfiWiMKtufiiuaaKKiitwMpuKd, bjaliisb 
Ita chibn* of aJl Ae IsUowi^ pUee* In I^>ndtiii 1« 
pdrihft (^ HB^Mi7 wen fvr ent abcdi^ed 1— ^- 
ibbafj-coivt and WUisliiM^ Bu»-*U*; and Hi«»- 
cowl, Fnlwood'c-nnb, BiU<>m'»-eudaM, tb* 3aigj, 
BtMt^M-doM DMdiaas'i-plJMc, Uw Clink, a^ 
Ike Hull, ta SoaOuuifc. 

IncoMcqtKBce of wiMaTeid^t in (be iiwgiitity, 
a AtDBgh naM popotiT dehrioa, tfaeUint la Soatb- 
niA, ttOBgfa diDi ex^venlj indadcd aiooBg Um de- 
priT«d idacU, WH Ici'l Dtit of llw nfienAm of Uis Um. 
Bne tJra piinlege of usctiiuy nuule its lut lUBd, 
■nd iMicilwuforatjiae «* ptejudk'utl to jnitiM ■ml 
goodmUr, u it bad enr beck ; foi it mi bM fioitl j 
a^ipiBaed till die lugn irf Ocorge I. 

Tkc only plua whiiA bai now any of Ibe dia- 
nda of a tmitMttf, !■ lb« TtHrcr ) bvt iti piMkgB 
BiDsadi only ti> ib oini reaideDli, obo an aunapterf 
Ann «TMt wUle tbe; kaep nidifa Hi linila. 



SHOP SIGNS. 
The atKaU of Loadaa fi g ni wly bora tnch rtrlkbig 
aailileau of Ibc tradca that «ow eanfcd tm In thera; 
Ifeal thojr cuvld not e^y ba nlitakeD. The il^i 
which itood ia fronls{«T«;>Hpai(ab<eW»dMniaB'« 
hHUCi at ilntebed ••ei tbo pavenent, nen omm Meh 
mrii—Ma n HtaaHy to obMraet the piogicia uf ^' 
pauenget, asd tapedc the G<e« dfcuIatioB of the alf. 
- tH^A wen OflgWly ajmbcMcel lepicBentatioD) of 
€at*tuSxt irtikh tba p<>noin «be bvng tfaen out ear* 
iM M, « tlw anklM ia wtiicb tfwy dealt. Tbfrj 
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Iwd thrif migiD, no doubt, in tbe early lUgU of io- 
cietjr, irhea Utenlare bad made tittle piogresl. Ns' 
tuns liu ■ lingokge of hei own, which n andentood 
ineierjcaonltj; Ihiu, the nun cut oa a distant attoie 
among laragea, nwkca hia wants and viibea known hf 
iigOM, geataie*, and motion). Tbe rapid and ce>- 
lAin intCTCOune, which can bo carried on hj natural 
ligna, laggeated the use of si^mbolical signs, which 
•re known even to aavagei. The Ameiiciui Indian^ 
when threatened to be deprived of a bone in hia poa- 
leiaiou by a white man, ipoke as iatelligibl; to him 
by hieroglyphics, ai if he bad been peifeclly mailer 
of a language of which be did not lutow a ajllable. 
He took a piece of coal liota the fire-place, mde two 
aUiking figares on the door of the houae — the one 
lepresenling the white man taking the boiae, the other 
exhibitinghimaelf in tbe actof scalping th« a^reaaar.. 
With a look that could not be miataken, he seemed 
then to aik, whether be could read Uiis Indian 
writing ! 

In the infancy of trade, when few mechanica could 
write, and fewer cuslomcre read, the tndesman made 

the woollen- draper exhibited a woolpack; the linen- 
draper, a feitoon of the article inwhich bedealt. Ttts 
vintner would hang out the aign of a lun; the shoe>- 
maker aaspended a aboe or a last over hli dooi; the 
imitb, a hammer or an anvil j the braaier, a frying- 
pan ; and the goldbeater, a gilt luoimer— one of the 
few aymboli of trade Btill conimoD in London. The 
barber bung out the pole and baaon, once tbe emblem 
of hu doable profesaion, when phlebotomy farmed a 
part of iti tbe party-coloured pole representing at 
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•nca the iteff at thU line UMilty phMd id (he 
buidi of the pMumt, and ths fiUet okiJ in (ha op«n- 

With lilt increue of Ididij, the nanbei of occn- 
pations was exteoded, nnd cooseqnentl j tbe nnmbei 
of lignt. Two woolpaeki, eihibiled in tbe nrne 
■timt, nuted the resideDoe of too WDollen dniperi ; 
but ■ neir dittinctka wai mnted, ind benct jboet 
■igng becune not nerely emblem of Irade, bin re- 
pteteatatiaiu of aorae paitknlai object, a* a dog, • 
bone, ■ bear, > lioo, aa oi, > bee-hiTs, file witfaont 
anir le^ud oc any lesembkiica to the tnde carried Om 
ia (be Ikkhc, before «bkh they vers luipeaded. In 



a Bewde*ice wu thoaght of, ttut of 
muking the itntiDaUoii bj a dHfemce of coloar; 
■mi bias boan, green dragons, golden limii, golden 
periwig!, pit Weftphatia han», &c., wera adopted ai 
f(gn>. Hie poiitait of some diitiagnlahed indiWduai 
»ai aliia frequcHtlj Kimted. Oar largeoin aad 
apotfaecarici exhiUled a OaleD, oc an Hippooratea ; 
one bookulten, a Bea Jonion, or a ShalKspeare, a 
NtrrtOD, or a Locle. The ciown, aa it will eier be 
Older * mmiarchical goienmcnt, waa, fai IbinMT tiraea, 
a faTDorita wgn, not nnely with the alehouiu awl 
tawmi, to which signa now ate almoal •ball}' coo- 
flned, bU irith other tradeamcn. Soch was (he jra- 
looa tTTanny of Etfvnnd IV., thai one Wallet Walker, 
a respectable grocer in Cheapaide, waa eiecnled for 
BO other crime, than an eqmToque, ariaing out of the 
nie of Qte crowa for a sign. Forilis no fiction which 
^■kEapeare pnb Into (be laontb of Richard III , 
■hen be dasirci Backin^aBi to g« to Ouildhall, and 
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" Tell IbeiD, how Edward put lo dealli a cifirai 
Onlj for raying— he would ni»ke hia son 
Heir (o l^cnwn; nieuimg, indeed, bis btnue; 
Which, by the lign hcrEof, "« c»lled to." 

AUhougli sjnibolic*! signi, no doubt, ti*d thdc 
otiein in Oie gcnenl igDonnco and Wkol of educa- 
tion wfaich pceraited rI (tie time of tbeii >dopUoD, 
yel they were found admitsbly adapted to the tieces- 
»rj deiign of con*ejiiig infotniation, more rajudly 
■nd mote dlitlncllj than could poiiibly be done by 
writtED ligns, wbich only eiprau tbe ideas Intended 
to be lignified, in a pirtlnl or Imperfect manner. It 
wonld be Tcry erroneoui, tberefoie, to mppose, with 
ceitun anthon, tbat the coDtinuance of thepi can be, 
in UiG leaat, a matter of natjonal diigrace. 

A uadeaman, in order to locceed in a mctropolii 
like London, where competitiDn i« lo itnmg, can? 
not pouibly make his profeauon too well known, 
This is felt by every ratait tndeamaB ; and althongh 
he no longer bangs ont an emblem of tua bn^nesa, 
oi the aiticle iu nhich he deals, he oukei it as pro~ 
minent a> possible, not only in his window, but even 
very frequently at his door. More ptiHnineal sign* 
have not, lioweier, been allt^elher diicarded, and, in 
many cases, hale been found of singDlai advantage 



the penon i esorting tc 



It mode of ad> 



vertising. There u 
of the iriih of the liighlander, " that be mij^t have 
a Ben - Lomond of snuif, and a Loch - Jjomond of 
whiskey." This proverbial attacbntent of tbe bigh- 
landeis has induced seieTal tnuff-dealen, in London, 
to place a tull-lengtfa Sgnre of one of these bme 
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iM>UDUuiie«rs, large at life, si hu dnur. He ii dresi- 
ed in "the gub of old Gaol," md la generally re- 
preseuteii Id the act of takiiig n pincb of muff. A 
few ;e(n ago, a nniff mercliBDl in one of the 
public 5tree1t of tbe city, wba had placed a higb- 
Iftader at bit door, ■untDoned ■ jooug ScolitmaB to 
tbe police office, for banog oTertiuned iJw figure, iBii 
done it nmcb damage. In tbe conree of bit evidence, 
■ tact tisiupired, wbich prored the impurtance of 
tbeae aigni of trade ^ be itated, tliat tbe figure cost 
hiiu tbiitecD giiineai, but that pajmeol eren of that 
turn would not compeiuate for tbe abteDce of the 
figure ; for, liuce it bad been atationed at his door, 
be bad taken od an sTers^ ttctats Ailiingt a dai/ 
more than be had done preriDujIj ! 

If the LoodoD signs did no honour to the literature 
of the age, tbej were of some aettlce in fostering Iho 
arts ; they fonnod Uic acbool in which manj an emi- 
nent painter fiiat practised, and which aome eien, 
nuking high in the profession, hnre not diadained. 
Hr. Cotto^, lit. Iamb, (nell known in the middle 
of the last centuiy,) and even Mr. Wale, one of the 
foonders of the Bojal Academj, and tbe firat Pni- 
teaaor of Fertpectira' in that inatilution, weie ngo 

In the begiiming of the lut century the itgtuJn 
the sireeti were so cumbroos, that tbe Iron work alone 
of one of the ugns frequentlj weighed 'five or six 
bondred ponnd*. In 1769, an act of parliament 
WIS passed for tbe better regulation of the streets, 
when the signs wRe all taken down, and Ben Jonson 
and Shakespeare, Eaculapiua and Galen, were con- 
toaiwd to lAgle wilb blue boan, red liona, and 
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D(hn incougniitiM. in the wirebowe) of broken wd 

Gupealera, HDtil ie«cuc4 froiB oblirioo by >ome *!> 

It tu often becD temaikedi thai mujr of Uw Lon- 

ioa ligDi ait pofectlj UDiatelligible, and caoiiot be 

accMiDled fm on any latianal prindplei Botld, id 

hit Hodibrai, allBClei to lliia ciicanuUiiwe, and ajt — 

" Tell me but wbM't (hi nal'ral caate. 

Why , on ■ ligB, na punter draw* 

Tbc fuU mum ever, but the balf." 

Oiber I'lgni are eqnallj iiiei|ilicable ; but ecceotriciU 

in gign-painling 'a uot caafined to the Britub metro- 

polii : il prenuls in many other canntries ; and a tri- 

lelJei in Flanderi gtalei, that among other curioni 

■igas, he WW, at a grocer's (hop, a lign which rcpie- 

Kaled a hear rouUng a bee-hi* e, with this inscription : 

" The dangeroiu adTcntarei jet sw«et attempt." 



.nt., Google 
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Thi municip^ goTemmentof London baa vtrhd con- 
lidenlil; under tbe ancceetive dominatian of ihe Ro- 
maiu, Saiana, Danes, and Normom. In the euly 
peiiod of the Roman bwbj in Britain, it wai en- 
tirely military ; bat the growiog imponanca of (he 
citj aoon raised it to the nnk of b colon;, which 
entitled it to peculiar priiileges. The goremmenl 
Ihea became auimilated to that of Rone i the chief 
magiitiBle vaa a prefect, apjjointed b; the parent 
State, and (he inhabitants were CDniidercd as Roman 
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■titntioiu of th« nwtrapolii, lika thou of all the test 
of tbe conntiy, ipp? ai to ha>e been modelled anew, 
and in a manner >a wiw, Ibat thej hare letRined the 
form Ibea giien them, thningh all incceeding ago. 
II wai Alfred vho Gnt di'ided the kingdom into 
thirei or countiea, the coaDties into handreds, and 
the hondredi into tjUiings, ia older Ifaat by this inb- 
dirition of jariidiction, peace and older in the com- 
miurilj aiight be the beltei preserved ; and, diongh 
our hiitoiiM are nilent as to the eilension of thh 
■jitem to (be metroptJii of tbe kingdom, tbe eii- 
dence of analog; is itrong enough to warrant ns ia 
concloding, Ibat il vas fioro Alfred alio that London 
fiatderiredilislieiiff, (sbire-rere), and id dirision 
info ward) and precincta, under the gorerDmenl of 
EMtnntn, or AldermeHf and their depQties. When 
it 19 couaidered besides that ererj search that has 
been made into the antiquity of these offices, has 
reached back to the Saion time, and Ibere stopped, 
all doubt must raalsh, as tn the source from nhicfa 
the; spruBg. The ciril goremment of London, and 
that of the coautiy at large, can have bad bat one 
common parent— the great, the good, Ihe cnllghleiiad 
Alfred. 

The office of sheriff bdng ptitel; eiecntive, and tbe 
aldermen all of eqnal power, il became necessaij, finr 
the completion of the manidpal scheme of poli^, 
that there should be one sQpivme governor or magis- 
trate, (the eldest among the eldernien,} oho Du^l 
supeiintend tbe conduct of the rest, in their respcc- 
tire jurisdictions, preside oier (hem in their collec- 
tive delibeialioBs, be Uio organ of the city's will, and 
more pecnliarlj than any other, the guardian of its 
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iateresb. The officer in whom this powu w» coo- 
fened, was gtjled by the Siuons, the PoiUgrrtf o> 
Port-nm. The dDiaUoo of hii office woa limited to 
one jear ; but it does nut appear whether he wa» 
elected to it b; (be citiaeoa themselves, ot nominatEd 
bj the kitig. 

The Noimaiu tetuued the poil-iere, but appear oa 
fome occasions la hare atsociated with hhn, nootliet 
officer called a Provoit. Of the manner in which the 
duties of the office were divided between them we 
have no account. No instance of the chief magU- 
tiacj being Ihns put in ccuomisuan occnrt later than 
theaccesuoD of Henrj the Second. 

According to Stow, in the first year of Richard I., 
(1189,}lbe citj "obtained to be govemed by two 
bailiflai which bailiffs are, in divert ancient deeds, 
called shrivea'' 1. 1. iheriSi ; and it hai been from Ihij 
buliiy inferred by some writen, that these bailiffs 
supe(aed<d both portreva and provost. The atate< 
■sent appeal) to ui, however, to mean on!y that tbe 
office of sheriff had been then fint split into two ; fo( 
it i> a vulgar error which prevails, that it is be- 
cause of the anueiation of the Sheri&Ity of Allddle- 
aex, to thM of XAndou, that there are two sberiffi. 
The division of tbe office (W^ place soidb yean au- 

thtt London is by charter, both a ci^ and a oaun^ 
vithin itself. It is certain that in the fourth year of 
Aichaid's reign, only three yeare after thij supposed 
inaovatioQ of tbe two haitiffs, (he chief magistracy 
iva« vested in one person aa usual ; for it was in that 
jeai that Heory Filz Alwyn, being then governor or 
portrevc, auumed the title of mii/or, and placed himr 
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■elfflntin tliat long tine of vorthies who hare dons 

bononr to die nime and offiue. 

While Fiti Alujn Uwcl, the imjnrallj remained, by 
K tgit of cODrtes;, rexted rn his person, and was GDed 
in B msnnei free from repro&cli ; but an hii death, 
in tbe t»eD(j 'fourth jear oC his civic administration. 



nanifesled a 



ery pro[ 



the office placed on a more constitational basis. 
King John wu dniroui of conciliating their gnod 
will at thii tioie, and tbe; obtained, wilboul diS- 
Cullj, ftom him, a charter by nhicbthe cronn conced- 
ed to them the liberlj of choosing a major aitniisllj 
out of their own bodj, and continuing him at their 
own pleasure from year to jear. 

The oppreasite condnct of John towards (he city 
at a later period, pot its rights in jeopard; (or a 
season, bnt sened in the end to bring about a 
conrse of erents which placed them on a still aurer 
fnnadadon. We have seen that in the Great Chailer, 
tile history of which has been already given, it was de^ 
clared among other things, that the " city of London 
should have all its ancient prifileges, and free 
eustonis, as well by land as by water." 

In the ignominioD! times of Heniy the Third, and 
particularly when that monarch was under theinSoeoce 
of the justiciary Hubert de Burgh, the privileges of 
the citizens of London were repeatedly invaded, in the 
nlost wanton manner, by the crown. In consequence 
of tlie tomult which we have before related, (AncitRt 
Spurts and Posfinui), for inciting which, Conitantlne 
Fits Amolph and others were executed, Ihe justiciary 
thought proper to degrade the mayor and aldennen 
from tbeitfuncSonj, on the pretence of thdr not ha»- 



LONDON. 1S6 

iag exerted Ihemietrai lafficicBtly to precene ttae 
peace. He then tmurerred the govcnmiRnt of the 
eitj to a tiistat or keepw of hia ovn nonuDatioD, and 
■elected thirty □( the principal inbabitanla, whom be 
obliged to aign a bond for the future good condoctof 
Ihnr fellow citizena. The teat character of thtte mea- 
nuet ma; be gathergd from the fact, that in a abort 
time after the citiaens were permitted U> purcbaM 
back the rigbtt of which tbej had been thus lio- 
lenlly deprived. Slowe aaja, that the price unount- 
ed lo " many thauMuid marks." The whole of 
Hesry'i conduct towarda the citizeni of Londoii, 
mi in tact one coDltuued ajatem of eitorlion aud 
oppreauon. After granting them fiie charters, four 
of which were merely confiroiatai;, and the fifth of 
email importance, he eiactrd from them, by way of 
fine tor thete five granti, a fifteenth of all their per- 
■onal estates. At another time he obliged tlicni to 
make bim a preuat of fire thousand marks, bccanee 
tbey had given a like sum to Prince Lewis of Fiance, 
when, along with the b'tons, they sided with that 
prince against King Jolin. At Cbristsuu he would 
take up his abode in the dty, and compel the citiiens, 
not only to present him with valoabla new yeara' 
IJfls, but lo feast the whole court in the most anmp- 
taous and eitiaiagant manner. Not a single act of 
laisgoverBment, whether proceeding from tbe worst 
oi Aie lightest of motivea, was suffered lo paas with- 
odI being made tbe pretext for some new exaction, 
some new punishment. T»ice wat the gorerament 
of tbe city again tal:en out of the hands of its own 
Daglst/Btes and tiaosfecced to cualodes, nommaled bj 
the king ; and a] often was it restored to them on 
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the owul condiUon of pajing buidioiiKl} for getliDf 
back their oim. Whan inch depriiationa h&d not tbe 
offuct cuatemplated by rojai eupidltj, the niafpi- 
tntei ifcte cMt into piiion, and detained Ibere tiU 
preteati of plate snil uonej (ppeaaed the tnga of 
tbeii loTereign. Neilhei person not property w»» 
•aft fraiD the grup of the tyraot. Apprehensive at 
hut, that ha would atrip them of all the; posKMCd, 
Ibej eollecled tea thoaaand poands of tbdr mimrj, 
and depoiiled it in the treasury of Ibe knigbti tem- 
plan at the New Temple, cODcEiving that from the 
aanctily of the place it would there b« safe from 
■poliatton. Prince Edward, the king'i son, however, 
immHiately went and broke open the treasury, and 
look away the whole of the money. The cilUem 
could be quiescent no longer ; and iminediatrl; fiew 
toarma.reiuliedou atserting (heir undonbted right 
of miataiice to a leign of plunder and opprewioa. 
The Baroni had already unfurled their baDnera, and 
the citizens of Londuu joined them in great uumben. 
In the batlle of Lewes there weie 15,000 of (bem 
present, who suffered most severely ) for, though the 
king'i army nrat defeated, the Lund oneis reaped noM 
of the liDtela. Prince Edward, having made the 
city column the object of his principal attack, put h 
to (he route and pnisued i( with reii^ntleaa slaughta 
lor fonr miles ; but while thus absent from the field, 
Shnon de Moatfort and his brother barons were gaining 
advantagei.whichnltimalelydecided the victory blheir 
favour. Xhe affairs of the king were, however, retrieved 
by the triumph at Evealiam in the following year, and 
vengeance now fell «1th a heavy band on all who hid 
been concemed in Ihu ladlesi effort for freodom. 
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A pirliameut was lueinbJed at Westmioiter, bj 
which il WIS enacted, that ■' the city of London for 
ita late lebdlian ihoutd be divested of its liberliei, 
its post) and chains taken away, and its principal 
cilizeni imprisoned and left to the men^j of Iltc 
king." The citiieas eodeaioiued in vniu to propi- 
tiate that" mercy" to which they were Ifaus consigned, 
by the most humble lupplicationi. The act of par- 
liament had been purposeJy to framed, itbst the liing 
might agnin rob and oppreis them to the utmost ; and 
neier had a wiLlied law, a more lealoui etecutot. 
He seiied on the estates, bouHS, and peisonsl efiects 
of many of the chief citiiens, and consigned four of 
(be ticbest to dungeons till they paid enonuons snms 
for their ransom. Nor did he stay the work of spoli- 
ation, till the citizens came forward with a genera] 
contribution of twenty thousand marks, which, owing 
lo Ibe eihatitled state of the city, was collected with 
so much difficulty, that even servant! and lodgen 
were obliged tu t»e included in the assessment. The 
pardon which it procitred from Henry, amounted after 
alt (o no more thananeieniptionfram farther pillage; 
fertile chartered rights of the citizens Henry still with- 
beld. four cuitodcs were appointed to rule the ct^, 
accoiding to their own discretion ; and the citizens 
were left wilhonl the imallesl share in the direction of 
its B^irs. After they had remained three years 
nnder tliis arbitrary sway, the king to far relented, 
that, by a charter, dated in March, 1168, he remitted 
■11 past offences, and confirmed all the ancient pri- 
*ilege> of the city, with this important exception, that 
tbey tbould continue depiived of the light of electing 
Ibeir own magitliale*. In ItTO, hnweTer, Prilice 
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Edwkid, boBg apfHHiited ganiaoi at the dtj, pre- 
nited witb the kiag to coBcede >Uo tbe eiccptnl 
piiiilege, tad thai leitoicd tlia eitiieiu tn tbe full 
enjoyment of all thdr lucient imtinitunu. 

When Ed#anl the Flrat came to Um tbrone, 
Gregory de BiAeilie iru major of Loitdon, and a 
nun of H moch talent and coDiideratioD, that tbe king 
empJoyed him to eiecnle a fomgn muaion of con- 
■iderable importance, in prefeience to manj dignila- 
lim in church and ilate, irbo nlleited tbe appoint- 
mm(. In order to provide for tbe goicratnenl of tlie 
dly, duiing the mayoi's abMUice, the king addnaied 
a writ to the corpoTitiDn, dJiecdng them " to appoint 
feDTnipMlabJe and discreet pemHi9> wliom be might 
eommiMlon. during the majoi'* absence, to preaeire 
peace and good order, and to adminiiler joilice witli- 
In tbe citj'i jnriidicbDn." 

It HODid Kcm that Boketlie had subaeqoentlj 
hlIminMdiib>oii[,farve find that, in Ida per30B,th« 
dignity and privilege) of tbe majoraltj were after- 
•rarda lerj gmaaly violated. In liB6, the mayor, 
aheriSi, aldermen, and other eminent citieeDa, were 
snmmaned to malie inquiaition at the Tower, be- 
fore John de KJAeby, treatarer, and odier justices 
of the king. It was, bowerer, one of the ancient pri- 
rilegea of tbe city, that the corporation ihonld not be 
boond to make inquisition in tlie Tower, nor appear 
there, pro ^udicu, unless on a preiioiu notice of 
(oMy days. Ttie mayor, therefore, pienaut to obey> 
ing the summani, resigned llie commoD leal of the 
city to Stephen Aswy, and other aldermen; and at 
Barking cbnrch, wUcb ii on the eaatem verge of 
the city, laid down the insignia of bii office. He 






IlieD entered ihe Tower, not u major bnl u ■ pri- 
nte ittdifidnl, and wbeo an eiplinition of thU con- 
dnct van denmnded from him, he asaerled firnJ; the 
rights of the eily. 

The (reasiirer immediatelj deelared the office of 
mayor and the libectin of London forfeited to (he 
^'"S' gi^'DS " ' rsuon, the odioni fiction, thai, ai 
Rokes[ie had diieiled himaetf of the neiJ and iaiignia 
of office, the city hut no longer any chief mngistrale. 
Eighty of (he piincipal citizens repaired to Weat- 
minster hall, to remanaliate agaiiul this umFpadan, 
tut for theri temerity Here arreited, and thrown into 
pdion. Far tonr days were this nQmeroas and re- 
•pectable depntation Ibas immured, and then, with- 
0D[ apology or eiplanalion diamiued to their humea. 
Hie king nonappornled Sir Radnlph deSaodwidi, 
knl., cuatua, in place of the mayor, with orden at the 
ume time, to gorem the city according to iU incieBl 
cnitomi and liberties. Sir Kadulph and Sir John 
Breton were allenialely coslodea, nntil the year lt9B, 
when (he king allowed the dlizens again to chooae 
tbdr own mayor, thoagh not till they had made him 
a gift of 10,000 marks. 

Many years were notaoflered to elapse before the 
citiieni had to complain of new infnietiana of their 

teinal aggresiion, but from corruplioa among them- 
aettea. The mayor and aldermen began to aisame 
tbe right of continuing Ihemielves in ofiice dnrlng 
pleaaure ; and when they resigned, it wai but for a 
seaion, for the sake of preaeiting appearances, and 
to periong of their own appointment. They impaled 
tales too upon the citizens, and diapowd of l)M 
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mamtj derived boa Uma, •> well >9 of die whcJi 
ictesne of Ibe dtj, in u; mumeT thej pleued. 
FroK 1319 to 1331, the diKontekts and apbcudings 
which tbne lawleu aiuipatioiu oexasioaed, kept the 
rity inaitate of continiul retmeot. Id 1318, ■rUcIei 
of agieeiDeul were, tluaagh (be medialion ot the king, 
(Edward II.), entered into between die citiieiu and 
tkeii Du^Mretei, for ■ redress of grtenncei ; but, if 
obierfed,UaU,it wuodIj foosboctperiod. No per- 
lUbeat redieis foJlawKl, and tbe citj sUll continaed a 
prcj to Ibe (jnim; of a Klf-cleeled few. Edwud, 
•t length, ea tke ipeciom preleit of pattiug an end 
lo Ihii alate of tbiogi. took (he goTCrument of the 
aly into his own budi. ShortJy aftei, indeed, be 
gave penoianoB (o (be aldeiraen and commonaltj lo 
elect tlMitawn majoi; butagiftof SOO(U,whicli they 
iminedUldy preoenled to him, told tbe price atwbtdi 
their right! were redeemed ftom thii doutde ont- 

When (he slavish altachment of £dwatd to hli 
iarurilea, tbe Spensen, diove bis qoeeo, liaboIJa, 
and the bamns, into rebellioD against her aulliority, 
the cltieens of London having evinced a disposition 
to take pti( with (he latter, (be king again leized 
upon tbe government of (he eity, and appointed 
Walter Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter, coKus. The 
biibop proceeded accordingly to demand the keys 
from Ibe mayor ; but the citiient, assembling in 
great numbers aiound their chief magistrate, not 
only obliged him to maintain potiesiion of the lym- 
bolj of authority, bat, laying hold ot the onlocky 
pcetate, proclauned tum a traitor and eot off hia hewt. 
Tbe citiKu BOW declared openly for the Qneen ; 
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Mized md executed a ini[id>ei a( persoiu wham tbi^ 
mppoKd la be her enemiei ; made tfaemgelres 
iiiuteno(lheTov«;di9iiiliied^ Uie kiBg*a t^cen ; 
and placed both the cU; and tower at (he comoiuid of 
those who were engaged in the rightcoDS cause of 
freeing the coanlr; from the bondage of fBionrttiim. 
The king, unable to stem the torrent ofpopnlar in- 
dignation, was defeated, taken prisoner, deposed. 
Isabella entered London In triumph, and trabiferted 
to her son, Edwitd III., that crown which bia father 
had so unworthily woni. 

In retoTn for the important services which the clti- 
leiu had rendered at Ibis criai), Edward III., within 
two niDnths after his accession, granted then a most 
ample coafimtattoD and enlnrgement of tbeii corponte 
ptitileges. He not only confirmed all the sncient 
ligfatA of the city, whether founded upon charter ot 
ciutam, and annulled ereiy mnovKion upon them 
ttiat had been made horn the earliett times, and in 
wbaterer manner ; but, In order to prevent any fa- 
tnte infraction ot anspension of them, on account of 
any real or pretended misconduct of persons ternpo- 
TKity inveited with the adminislratiDn of tlie city 
gcweroment, it was eipreialy declaiiid, " that for a^y 
penonal tnnsgteuion, or personal judgement of any 
n^uater of the aame city, the liberty of this city 
■honld not be taken into the hands oF the king, or his 
bein ; nor a costos be deputed on that occasion in (he 

Edward in. contioned, throughout his reign, to 
pa] a strict regard to the pdiileges which be had thna 
aoleninly confirmed ftnd eitendrd. In the days of 
Ms dotage, a lepott ptevailed, that it had been pro- 
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poted la CouBcil, lo kbnigste or aiupend tbtmt Ml K- 
oooul of ttie p*H whicli tbe citiiesB took sgiiaat (he 
celebrated Wickliff; but, tbongb there is eTidence 
'Of their baving oppoied tbe tprend of tlie teroroM- 
tioD, there ii none of their' h»iin(" receiTcd the 
punishmenl which their higofrj deserved. Aaynodhad 
been heJd »l St. P«ul'», lo para judgemei^t on Wickliff 
for the new opinion! which he wu then broaching 
in reli^oua matteiL The epoHlie of reform made 
bit appcBniDce before the tribunal. aceompuiiEd 
bj tbe Dake of Lancaster and the Eiu\ Mu- 
dial of EDglRdd, u Ilia friendi and protecton. In the 
courae of the proceeduiga, a diapnte araae between 
tbe duke and (he Bishop of London, in wbkh Ibe 
citiiens espoused the cause uf their ipiritnal chief ao 
warmlj, ttiat the duke and earl nianbal thought it 
prudent (o withdraw with the accuaed. A lamoui 
was neil da; apiead abroad, that Ibe duke, out of 
leaentmenl, bad mared in council, (hat the citf privi- 
lege! ibould be taken away, the office of lord major 
be aboliahed, and the gdvernment of Uie city en- 
tnialed lo the earl marshal. The citiiens immedi* 
alel; aasetubled, b a mast tumultuous manner, broke 
open the Maiihat'i priaon, (Iho Manhalaea), and li- 
berated the |>riaoncrs ; then proceeded to tbe Dnke of 
Lancaater'a palace in the Savoy, which they plan- 
dured, and misung the prince himielf, made prin 
of his coat of armour, which they dragged along tbe 
lUeets in tokea of their deleatatioD of the owner. 
Hadno propoaitioDof Ihekind been agitated in coancil, 
such conduct wai of itself sufficient to provoke Ibe 
most exemplary pimiahment. The dnke, however, 
conlented bimjelf with insisliog on the degrwIatioB 
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inenly o( Ihe majoi and cert^n of (be >lden]ieni 
itbo ■ppeued not to baie eiertetj tbemieltei with 
niJEdent vigoni Id qnelling the riot. 

Daiing the daja of lUcbaid II., the reign of rapa- 
city letamed, uid.lbe citiieus ot LoDilau •woe again 
dooiDed to taStx largely in theJi property for ttie pre- 
(erralion of tbeic pnTilegei. In one of the manj 
pecimiary difficuldei in nliicli thii prince was in- 
Tolved by hiapiodigal habits, he made a demand on 
tbccity, foi lbs loan of a tbouiand ponndi. The 
titj not only lefoaed the mont^, but when a Lom- 
bard mercliaut, of more emberant loyalty, offered to 
make the idiance ontof hi> own purie, tbey cbaitiied 
him tercrely for hii officionnieo. They aeein to have 
been actuated leu by a regard for the money itself, 
than an honest deiiie to check the pn>fa«oain ohich 
Bichard indnlged to a degree beyond all preceding 
example. The moral eenionhip vhich they choje to 
eieiow, coat them, howeiei, dear. BJcbaid called 
hii nobles together, to whom be represented in indig- 
nant terma, tte presumption and maliciouinesi of 
f these Londoners," and with their concurrence sus- 
pended the mayor, aldermen and sheiiSs from their 
offices 1 revoked and annulled the whole of the rights 
audpririlegesoflhe city ; removed the eouits DfUw 
to York and Nottingham, ordered the magiitratcB to 
pay into the royal treasoty Ihe >nm of 3000 marts, 
and the commonalty the mare enoimoui sum of 
100,0e01. (Rvmcr'tFinisra, Tol.7. p.T8a.) And in 
(lie mean time, committed the mayor and otlier prin- 
cipal citizens to different and distant piisons, there 
to remain till Ibeie Gnei were paid. Nor were they 
CTen then to expect lestoralion to favour, for it was 

«.. ..J 
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droeed. th*l in ^Inre tfae chimn aboold hftva nn 
gorcrament of theii mm ; bat, tkat the Uog Bhonld 
■ppoint oae of bit knights to be nilei of tfae city. 

Htppily it mi not long before the idng •bewed ■ 
dUpoiitiuB to conmnte tbete Kme peiultin ; 
ohicb iFca indeed to bare bees nMde tlui> lenne 
for the Terj porpme of aubting hii mijeity tbe mme 
readily to turn the remwiDn of then to pnfitable 
iccDont. The citiiens ^pndUed tte ebuacter of 
kii miijntj'i ptoceedinga qnilB canectlj, irhBa, m 
Stowe intanu as, the; coacJnded that " tbe end erf 
tiieu thiagi wu a aniie; aiattef." The; fini tried tiw 
eai»ditj of the king with an offer of 10,OOU. for a le- 
tloiation of their privilefn, but thii pMpoial wai not 
AoBgbt worth; of an aBiwer. Soon aRer, bamrcl, 
the; were inlinaBd Ilial the king had taken compaa- 
lion on them, and meant, oilh lui qaeen. to pa; 
tbe eit; a Tiiil, nhen the; would have an opportnnit; 
ofahewtsg, b; the receptiou die; gave dieir majea- 
tiea, how fai the; were dewrring of (be lojal hvoor. 
Bichaid baibg act oat on Ihii viait of conciiiatioa 
from hit palace at Sheen, «b> met at WaDdaHoRh, 
b; four hundred of the ptincipal Inhahitanta mouBled 
on horadMck, who (cndsird the bamble aubnuauiKi 
of tbe city, and Iieiaagbt hia Bujeaty'a paciona par- 
don fbr all ita put ideacei. Aa be entered tfae eit;, 
hii coning wi) greeted nith Ibc aeclaBationi and 
bleauugs ^ auembled tboDaanda; io all the stTeet* 
throngh vtucb be passed] tlK houses were deeonled 
with cloths of gold, ul*ei and lilk ; the conduit* laa 
with the choicest wines ; and at rrei; step ttw Boat 
costl; gift! Here heaped on the awnanh and liif 
queen. Crowu and tablei and veMels of gold i 






LONVOH. 105 

honei prondlj cspiriMiaed ; ctotfas of the ikbnt fi' 
briu ; coins, jcwsli, und precioni Uoou ; ire GBaiae- 
nted among the oSeiings made on Ibis occasioD b; 
■o injored people, to appeue Ibe wnth of theii 
gmereign. Well might tbe citizens imagiiie, tbal 
tbeii pudau vas now seciue ; yet, profnH a> ttacy 
bul been, Ricbud wu still oniatisfied. Heimiiled 
on baviQg a furtbei gift of 10,0001. in mooej ; sad 
not until tbts sum was collected b; ao Msesanieiit en 
(be inhabitants, and paid into the lojal cofien, 
tiDutd he consent to lestoie the ctt; to its pri- 
Tileges, and remit tbe fines of 3000 muki and 
lOO.OOOt. wbich be bad originallj imposed nn tbe 
Bugistiales and commoBaitj, Such is the com- 
passioD of giants; such the "good old times," 
wbicb ought to make tbe citisens of LoDdoQ reckon, u 
aboieall piice, the constilutia>a1 libeity vhicb tbej 
UDic enjoj. 

Eieiy care was taken not to fornish Richaid with 
laij new pretext fbt inteiferiag with the goTeraoient 
of the d^ ; but when be could no longer plondor 
It, utider disgiuie of Ibe royai ptetogalive, bs did 
notbeulale to biTG lecanne tuopen force. In 1S97, 
without an; pieteit obateTcr, he extorted from the 
city, in its cocponte capacit;, 10,000 marks, and ia ' 
the following yeia levied still larger sums from inditi- 

The tyranny of lUcbaid, however, was now draw- 
ing to its natural terniinatioa. Tbe uuveisal diiaf- 
laction wiiich it had produced, eucouniged Henrj of 
£alingbroks to boist the standard of rebellion ) 
Kicbard was in an instant bnrled from bis tbione; 
and IboM Streets which had bean so lately pared, as 
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It wen, triita diimoDdi at hiiBppRMcb— whNC he bad 
witnened tkr mora lojattj thui be knew faaw Ti> »p- 
piedate — mw blm Jed nptire to the toner, withoal one 
token of that commiKnitlDn which the fall of greatne*! 
(ua&ll; inipireL 

The new king, Henry IV. gave the dtiieiu no cause 
lo regret hij •eceuion to the throne ; white he lived, 
he reipected their iutitDtloni, uid gnnted them tere- 
ral new pririlegei highly condndre to the good 
goremmenl of the cUj, particulvljr « more abaolule 
controut Uun the j had jet pououed, oTer the dif- 
ferent galei and posleras. 

During the iplendid reign of Henry V., and thai 
of hi] aon Henry VI., while under the beneficent 
protectoiale of the great DuLe of Bedford, the go- 
Temmenl ofihe city wu left, withontislerferEitce, in 
the haodi of jtt own magiatratcs, and nerer, perhapi, 
wa> thit goTemmenl more ably ur proiperoosly ad- 

When the lurbuleal Cardinal Beaufort endea- 
TOared, In the abienca of the Protector In France, to 
wreit the teini of powei ftom the hands of the depnij 
protector, the good Onke Humphiy of Oloncealet ; 
be eomnienced with an attempt to gel pDuesilon of 
' London by aurprTie, while the citlieni were engaged 
in the annnal featiiity of welcoming their chief ma- 
giatrate into office ; but through the vigilant and 
spirited conduct of (he mayor, Sir Jtdin Coventry, the 
deugri wu happily frujtrDled. 

Afler the aiaumption of the sceptre by Henry the 
Sixth himself, the loyalty of the citLient of London 
waaaHuled by many temptation! ; hut they were slow 
in paittclpating in the party fends which the mUgo- 
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feniiiimtatihiiiailNcilB piinceptodacBd, The good 
Mimce wtuch Ibej leodered Heiu; od tha occtsion 
of Jack Cule'a, oi ratjiet BJchaid DoLe of York's in- 
mirectioa, u alreiid; related; (p. 157,) appears to 
bare arisen, more from a viisb to rid the cit; of • 
troDblesome goeit tbaa from hd; aSeclion for (lie 
princE himself ; nor «u it till a considerable timo 
•flei var wu openly declared between tbe rival 
booMi of YoA and I^caiter, that they declared for 
either. Id 1458, it wu selected n a BOit of neutral 
ground where the chiefa of tbe adverse parties might 
Deettotieatof lermsof BccoimiiodatioB;and the man- 
lier in which its ma^trales conducted Ibemselfcs on 
the occasion, did singular lionoar to tbeir impaitialilj 
and firmness. Fiom a distrusl of each other's good 
faith, the leaden of both parties came to the con- 
Cerence attended hj numerous retinues of armed men i 
uid to preserve the peace of the cltj from the immi- 
nent danger to «hicl> it was exposed bj so numerous 
B confluence of hostile spirits, the major, Sir Godfrey 
Bolejn (ancestor to the queens, Ann Bole;n and 
£lizabelli), caused aguaid of fiie thousand well armed 
citiiens, to keep watch daj and night. So imposing 
■ Ibrce kept both the Yorkists and Lancastrians io 
awe, while it shewed that possesion of the dty was 
a prize to be hoped for, at present, by neither. After 
many communings, articles of reconciliation were at 
length agreed to, and celebrated with abundant so- 
lemiuty in St. I^nl's cathedral ; but, founded in mu- 
ta«l insincerity and deceit, the parties separated 
only Ic appeal anew to the decision of aims. 

The citizens of lAudoii thought it now incumbent 
^ Ihun to depart ftom that line of neutrality which 
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the; lud bilhcrto obferrad. The mueriet of. ci*R 
war were no longer to be mrted ; uid tbey felt u all 
•roe palrioti moit fed in locb Ctet, thil it wu 
their di)tj to IhiDw their weight, where it might 
hne Dint influence in bringing tbeae miieiiea to a 
ipeed; terminstlon. The aide which the LoadoDeis 
opotued WM that, in fact, which ultfinately tiiamphed. 
The Duke of Voik wu eitabliibed on the tfaione, bj 
the Ulie of Edwird IV., *nd muifeiled hi> gratitude 
to the citiiegi, for ibe terricei they had rendered to 
liii cause, b; Hfetal importtnt gniati, wbidi added 
coniidenbl;, both to the jariadlction and to the i»- 
Toine of the eorporabni. (Set finwntK.) 

The aobflcqiient union of the hoosei of York and 
Lancuter, tltough in it> genenl reiulti aatpicioua to 
the nation, wai len innwdiatclj w to the citiaena af 
London, than to Kay other portion of the communi^. 
The reign of the first of the radon, though ditdn- 
goiihed by a policy weJ lutted to the character of the 
time*, wai Mained hy maiij acu of grievous op- 
praaloD towaidi the citiien] of houioa. The oiaa- 
tet paoioD of Hcury'i breaat waa ararice ; and to 
fill hia coffen be had recoone to modea of eitortioB 
qnile as odioni a* tboae hy which Hdkty III. and 
Bicbard U. fed the itieama of Iheir thriflicas prodi- 
gality. He did not, like them, traffic in tak- 
ing away prlvllegea that be migtit onke money by 
reatoring theiu ; he shewed every leipect fat tbe am- 
denl and andoubled right of the citizens to elect 
tbeii own magislratea, but look tbe liber^ at the 
Bame time of ajuerting hta own right to delAraune 
whether their ma^tratei did Iheir duty, and to fiite 
them amartly, for whatever, in (he onmipotaxa «f 



hit iii>criiiii[»ti(jn, be chDie to brind niththenimeof 
malTflnatian. The Ingenuit; of thU Tnode of apoli* 
Rtion wu coniiderable; lince it mule the dtiieDi 
Ibenuelrei the pancjon, and tfas woree the magis- 
trsie, the more ctrtUD be was to enrich the sovereign. 
Civic bonoan became now tbe gteateil of all inditi- 
dual rDbfoTtvnea ; to be elected into office wu to be 
maAed out aa a victiQi (bi royal rapacity. Sir Vf. 
Capel, who filed the ouiyoraJty in 1503, wa), 6ve 
jeaia after, UD ageoeral allegalioD of remisnteg] id bit 
official duties, fined tOOOL and becaiue be refused to 
lubmit lo tbe iniquitous exaction, vu eammitted ■ 
close piiioner to tbe tower. Sir Tbomai Knieiworth, 
nbo wBi mayor in 15o5, and till two gberiffs, paid the 
mm of 14001., to euape a similu fate. 8ii I^wrenca 
Aylmer, who filled tbe mayoralty in i50T, and bis 
two aberiffs, preferred ibe eiaiople of Capet, and fol- 
lowed bim to prJMn ratbei than pay tbe heavy fuea 
which were demanded from tlieia. An atderioan of 
the name of Hawei waa also imprisoned forwme 
pretended misconduct in hii official capidly, which 
aSecled bim ao nuicb that be died of a broken 
heart, 

Tbe accowioD of Henry VIII. opened Ibe prinon 
gates to Capel and tbe o^r victims of hii piedecea- 
sor^s lyra^ny ; while Empaon and Dudley, who had 
been the chief agents in theie ichemei of eitnr- 
doB, eijnated by their lives the infamy of their em- 
ployment. With " a generoua magnanimity, not 
uncammon in the world, tlie new king gave up the 
oOendera and profited by tbe offence ; sent tbe col- 
lectara to Ibe scaffold, and kept the money in -bia 
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Duifait the nign of Heuy Vin., dcipotic ind 
UBgniaarj u it «■>, the eoqKmtc ptirHeget of (be 
citj of Loudon wcce nan icipected thui tbej had 
been foi muij ■ preoedkic i^. The cTcnti of E»ii 
M>;-dt; aiIuIhImI u remufcaUe in enmple of nus' 
gOTCmmeBt u ia p«rb>pt to be fnond in the dty 
•lUiala ; botttougb there wu huailiition ud shame 
and tepioach ie the traatment which the ongiitTalei 
experienced from Henrj on the occuion, ll was at- 
bnded with no resamplioii, no infriBgeBent of char- 
un. The dtiieoi, too, want futfaer than the; bad 
ever jat donei in oppoung (he prelensioni of tbe 
Oown, to lerj taiei of Its own aatboritv ; but, witli 
dteexceplhtn of one stubbompatriot, wbowassdied 
and lent to the wan oa accouol of the lead which be 
took in (fail opposition, thej BnSeied no harm tor 
their sjuiited condoct ; Henrj eren withdrew his 
prelcnsioM, and di»TOwed the aathorilj bj whicb 
(bey had been pnl forward. 

In the itign of Mar;, the iMi govMUOKbt of the 
dty nSzred a temporarj mspeosioo during the for- 
midable rebellion of Sir Thomat Wjatt. Tbe Lea- 
donen were iiupected, and not without reaion, of 
b^g tiTOarablB to the canae of the rebrli. The 
ctty was, tbtTcfbre, placed nuder the military com- 
mand of Lotd Willbun Howard, ai her majeity's 
Bentenant ; and it WRi by his spirited conduct in de- 
fBBding it, when oHacLed by lbs inmrgants, that the 
nbellion was nltimalciy deli:alcd. 

When Eliiabeth lUEceeded to the sceptre, she ad- 
■unineced die goTomment of the kingdom in all itt 
parts, so arUliaiily, and yet so welt, by tbe mere 
force of her personal tileots, that tbe piJTilfgea of tha 
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city of London, like eveiir otbei free institution of the 
Gounlrj, were loat to the eight, amid tbe gloiiei of her 
unrivalled reign. The mstiopolis nuat all tiiDei tu 
object of her peculiar caie ; and, in ber ovn per- 
■on, ihe niRj be uid to have atonee united (be vari> 
oui functions of coDolellor, aldcnnaa, aod chief nugii- 
trate. Tiie persons who filled the differeiit cinl offices 
during her reign, were in general the mere iDstnuneali 
of ber wilt. Tbe power she eieriJsed was anlimited j 
bat tempered with >o iteadj a regard to tbe intenati 
and lionoui of Iier people, as lo gain her their unaoi- 
rnODi esteem and confidence. The DnmcToaa and 
large demands which were nwde on llie city, during 
her reign, for men and monej, were obeyiHl with an 
alacrity, which shewed that she had their hearts and 
pnnes equally at bei command. It is reinarlied by 
hiatorians, as a singular circumatance, that such devo- 
tion, as Ihe citiiens of London displayed lo Eliiabetb, 
sbonid not have been rewarded by any new pritileges, 
nor eren by a CDnGrmation of those which had been 
giranted to (hem hy her predecessors. The fact, how- 
ever, ii bnl la harmony wiUi the ctiaracter of her 
reigiu She mled well, not hy virtue of wax and 
parchment. She made (he days forgotten when 
charters were worth caring about, by liiewing bow. 
eaiy it is for a good and wise monarch to make a peo-. 
pie happy without them ; and she left besides in her 
etample, what ought to have been of more weight 
with ber succeasors than ten thousand chartera. 

Jamea I., with talents for ruling vastly inferior to 
those of Elisabeth, endeavoured to govern the Ung- 
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om i^e than for nj good it conlil confer— he 
bfCNigtatudiiimonliliaKlf, anddinitn ODbiinee, hy 
(be experiment. Ths citiiaM of Londoa, howevCT, 
vera among thoM who uSiifed the leul froim hi> ti- 
bitmy prelemloni, for, ■euNble of tbe imporUnce of 
enllirating tbeir good apinioB, hetruted them ataH 
dmo with pecatiar kindneu and mpect. He became « 
member of ■everil of their ctmipaniei ; be bonoored 
tbeii public feaiti wiUi bit pretence ; he boirowed 
rapeatedlj, Urge lom* of mDney from them, mhlcfa be 
lepald pnoctDillj, (hoDgb in bb geDeral habits care- 
leu and ptofnie ; and be extended and confirmed the 
city'f jurisdicl)on by more tfian one Taluable charter. 

The local goTemment of the city, which bad been 
in a maiuier lapeneded during the reign ofEliubetb, 
now returned iti functions ; and in one remukaUe 
inMance, oe find iteren oppoiing itMlf to the gene- 
ral goremmetit of the aorereign. — After James had 
pabliihed liis Bath of Sporti, by which a general to- 
leration was giren to break the Lord's day, his ma- 
jetty happening one Sunday to drire throngfa Lon- 
don during dlilne sorice, in contampt of one of Ae 
d^'s regulatioDi, the lord mayui (the lUghtHon. 
George Bolles) had the apiril and finnnets to order 
the king') carriage* to be stopped. " What !" ex* 
claimed Jamei, swollen with rage, " I thought (here 
had been ue'et a king in England but myself.'' He 
Immediately despatched a messenger to tbe lold 
mayor, with his royal commands to let the carriagea 
pass. " While it was in mj power," replied the 
worthy magiitrato, " I did my duty ; but that being 
taken away by a higher powpr, it ii my duly to 
obey," It is takl tliat James had tbe good Kioc lo 
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dojtutke to the ipirit wbicb diclstcd diii conduct, 
Mai tbuiked the nu^oc for knoniug tb« dotie* gf bU 
office to nslL 

Cliatic* I, aclidg upon m extrengaDt noliani t% 
fab father, of tbe kiagi; prerogative, and with as little 
aUlitj, irbile the BdTBuiiig JBtctligence of the age 
waa dally rcndeiing tbem more and more intoleFvbJe j 
tbe patieocc of the people became at lengUi ex- 
buuted, and they bad recoarae to aims to re-usert 
Iheir Tiolaled IJbertMa. In Ibis necenary effoit, the 
dtj of LoDdon, nhjcb had suffeied moie than any 
o^ei part of the kJDgdam, from the oppmiicHiof the 
, king, took a leading and important part; from first 
lo laat, it mas tbe life and soul of tbe independeat 
CBOH ; and but for its peneTCrance, Armneu, and 
MCtificea, it teeraa more than probable that tbe na- 
tion Kould, at tbi> time, bare sank at tbe feet of 
deapotisni. From being so directly under the eye of 
the alai chamber and high comniisaion cooils, it had 
opportimiliesof witnessing too many of those "fan- 
Uitic tricks," obidi make " even angels weep," lo 
alniidoii eoilj (he attempt to be ttee. — It had sees 
its iBoit venerated Instita^nssetat nongbl ; morlial 
Iku HibititDted for oiTic rule; trade and iadastrj 
ande matters of privilege and roonopoly ; the pro- 
peitj of the citiaens plandered by illegal exaction! ; 
the richer sort thrown into prison when they refused 
compliaiKe, and tbe poorw dragged lo lene in the 
ana; and navy. It had leen tlie king repenting 
liimself of these leierilies, when he fonnd Aera led 
fWodnctire to bii lieasary than he expected, and by 
a fbnoaJ dialter(lBth October, 1638) confirming ■»] 
f^loliug to tbe cilizciu " evely light, immnailj. 
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firuchiM, and priTllcgc, which tbcj bad e*er (Mjoj- 
td i" utd jel, immedistal; kftrr, violating all ot (taem 
u wantoDly and periiilioiiiJ; u ever. The nnuil of 
the lord majot wu at tut ordered to bs token fnim 
lum 1 and foor of the aldennen wen committed to 
diffcreat piUona, bccante the/ lefuied to be the in- 
tttamenli of exacting from thnr felEow-citlEeng a 
foiced loan of SOO.OOOL Sufamiuion had now reach- 
ed it) limit! ; and in turning the iword of the 
cit; against the tjraut who demanded Its lurreiideT, 
Ibe citiaena did but their dot;. The attrmpt, it ia 
true, wa> far from eoding in tbe attaiameul of that 
libertj and secuiitj, far which the ciliKni look the 
field ; for, after Jttit of anarch j, thej but eicbanged 
one deapotiun for another^^at of the king for that 
of the coramonwealtli ; jet, though dcfiaoded of the 
lair harreit which pitnuiKd to ctdwq their laboun, 
Ibe apiiit ii not the leu to be coiumended wbicb 
made them foreniiut in the fight when liberty seemed 
the priie. 

The deilniclian of tbo monaicby formed no part of 
tbe viewi which gnided the more lational and reapcc- 
table pottinn of tbe London citiien) — the; deurwl 
only to tee it leitored to a conitilutional baais. Wben 
pirliameDt paued Ibe "act forthe cheredalion of the 
rnyal line, and the abolitioa of monarchy in tbe 
khigtiom," Sir Abraham Beynardion, the lord niayoi, 
refuted to proclaim it in Ibe city ; and for doing lo, 
wai degraded from Kii office, fined iOOOI. and com- 
mitted lo the Tower. 

Thelait toaubmit to the usurpation of Ctoowell, 
the dliiena of London were also the fint to coHiperate 
with Monk b hia plans for Ibe reaionUioD of the 
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exiled family. Thej made him tbc mijor-genent of 
theit forces, far the purpoM of iiddiDg to hia wdgbt 
at tbit impoHRDt criiii ; uid Ibe lord major, Sir 
Thomai Adaius, formed one oF Ihc depulatioa which 
went uier 1o Breda, to incite the retora of Charlei 
the Sccuud. 

The leitored monarch CTinced in the outset of hit 
govemment a just sense of Ibe claims wbich the cil; 
had established to liis kindness and pialection. He 
granted Ihera a charter, aiiice called the Great Charter 
of Confirmiitam ; in which all the piiviieges, libertie*, 
rijibta, and cuitoma granted to Ibe cltj by former 
BOvereJgna were caiefiiilj recited, and noit solemnly 
confirmed, " ia return for the late toLeni of loyalty 
discovered in the said city towaids hii peraon and go- 
•ernment, by their effectual aid to restore him to the 
crovn." The gratitude of Charles, howeier, naa bnt 
of brief duration. Ndther tte unhappy fall of his 
father, nor liis own misfbrtones, nor all IheligbUof 
the age, had been able to purily liis nature from that 
love of arbitrary power which formed the hereditary 
vice of his race. Scarcely had the shouU which vel- 
comed his return ceased to vlbiBte iu the ear, when 
he entered on a similai career of misgovcmmenl, to 
(hat vhich had led his predecessor to ibe scaffold. 
Again, vere the citiseni of London driven by the 
coarse of eventa to stand forward in defence of the 
rights of the subject ; and bad the nation only sup- 
ported tliem as well on this «s they hod done on for- 
mer occaaioni, out history might hare been spared 
the "'disgrace" which, in the opinion of an enlighten- 
ed slateaman, wai cast on it by the impunity with 
whkh Charles the Second was suffered to pursue his 
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caieer ot tjnumy lo iia end.— {Fm'i U^ tf Jam 
n.) When, in 1681, puHunent wu diuolTcd bc- 
Muie of tti refoMkl to proceed trith (be inppliei till 
the bill for tha eicluiion of the Dnke of Yoik fnn 
tbe throne, oa kccoant of hii Cktholic tenpti, ms 
puKd, the citiiena of Loarlon auembled in comnini 
hall, uid after Toting Umnlu to thdr repreasnCaliTes 
for the ahsre thej had in thii refasil, they leaolved, 
" bj God'a uriiUnce, to stud bj them with tbeb 
Ktn uid foTtones; being eonfideutly issnred, thtf 
tbe laid memben for tb« eiij *iU neiei cotuent to 
tlK glutting an^ monej or aapplj, till thej bare 
^tct%aUy uemad t&tui ^nnul Pirpery and arbit tmi f 
pnttr." The nme Kntiments were re-echoed in tin 
lewlndonB of other corporate bodiei, in all pnrti of 
tbe coontrj ; jel irhen Cbulei, rattier than accept of 
enppliea on anch termj, reaolred to go-rem withoat a 
parliament at all, and became a penaionar; to France 
for tbe means of aupporting hia atate u an Engliah 
monarch, no genrral eSbrt wai interposed to aare 
the coantrj from this decieauon Into abaolate deapo- 
tiam, and the citizens of London ireiB left to be over- 
whelmed by the vengeance of tbe court, far the aEn* 
gleeiample which it had preinmed to offer of leaiat- 
anctlo its will. "The city of London (aays Hr. Foi) 
aeemed to hold oat for a certain time like a strong 
fortreaa in a conquered coontry ; and, by means rf 
thia citadel, Shafttabnry and otben were aa*ed from 
the Teogcance of the coort. Bot this reaiitance, bow- 
(vet honourable to the corporation who made it, coald 
not be of long duration. The weapons of bw and 
JBitice vere fonnd f«ehle whe^ opposed to tbe power 
of a monarch, who was at the head i * 
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and bigottad puty of the nklian, tad oho, wlucti ww 
BHUt maKiial of >II, bad euabied himself to gOTem 
without pailumeul." The coutt fint ancceeded in 
wiesling from the lirery of LondoD, pully bj cor- 
roption and pwrtlj bj violenee, the election of theii 
major and ifaeriffn. Ab mod bi it bad tbu obtained 
uHlimiled coDtrol orei the admiDiitiatioii of jnitice — 
the power of packing juries who wonjd decide ai thej 
were oidered, and of nopiinatiiig magittratei who 
woald ihrink fiam tb« eiecniiDa of no iniqDltj — it 
began to maltreat and plonder, under colaar of law, 
alJ who had thewn tberaielrej most forward in iweit- 
ing the lighta of the people, A fine of 10001. had 
hitherto been tboaght eoannoua ; but luch was the 
thlnt of refcnge which now animated the court paity, 
that the fines imposed by venal judges for^ what a& 
Tenal juries chose to pronounce, offences against law, 
were incieaied to 10,0001. 40,0002. and even 
100,0001. 1 Alderman Filkbgtoo, and two other 
citizens, Colt and Dates, weie fined 100,0001. each, 
for speaking dtsceipeclfull; of the Duke of York ; 
Sir Patience Ward, whowas lord majorin leSI, waa 
famui guilty of perjury because he bad swofd that 
be did not beat the woids ascribed to Filkington ; 
aoi conld the jnit aiKl mild prindples which chacae* 
laiie the criminal law of England, protect even tha 
(irea of sneb men as Sidney, Russet, and Armstrong, 
" when tha lacrlfice was called for by the policy and 
Tcegeance of the king." 

Incredible ai it may seem, something mote wii 
still wanted to complete the schemes of tyrsimy wbich 
the court was now triumphantly pursuing. It had 
got into iti hands, as we have seen, the appaintment 
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of the OHijac and alwrifis ; but as the uidiibI electioD 
to these officei, according to the chartered osagea of 
the city, might, in some eril hont, gbe an opporto- 
oity to the disaffected to contest the power of nomi- 
aalion with aacceii, it was decided ta tie nectssar; 
that the coiponle privileges of the city sboiild be 
abrogated entirrlj, and the goremment of it reodei- 
ed siiDpl; and abiolnlelj dependent dd the king. — 
The cilitens were serred with a writ of que aarranlo, 
ealllag Dpoo tliein (o show thai the; liad not forfeited, 
b; cettaia acta of malversation impnted to them, tbe 
larioui rights which tbe charters of s long line o( 
soierelgni had conferred on them. 

lnlbeprete>tseinpJo;ed to obtain the cloali of a ja. 
dicial decision for this predetermined extinction of the 
rorporationf a good deal of wicked ingenait; was dis- 
played. — When (lie crown, said tbe king's lawyers, 
conferred tbe priviiegei of a corporation oa the ciiiient, 
they were of coarse intended to operate for the good of 
the crown ; if employed for a diffeient purpose, it was 
but right that they should Teveit to it ; and that tbey 
bad been go, was cleat from tbe resolution which they 
had published after the dissolution of the parliament in 
1681, to support, " with their lives and foitunes," tbe 
members who apposed the king. The chartenof tbe 
city, moreover, had not coofereed on it the right of 
taxing the lieges ; and yet i( liad. of its own authority, 
imposed certain lolla on all goods bioughl thithcifer 
sale. The corpotatioB had, in short, boib scandalised 
the king's gavemment ani opprewed their fellow- 
subjects ; and " as the common council was the body 
of tbe city chosen by all the cidxens, so they were all 
involved in what the cotumon coancll did," 



LONDON. atie 

Tba caaniel foi tbe citj bad one iii«iDC>l>le uuwar 
to make to alt these uganieiits, iwinely, ibal what- 
ever migEit be the character ot the reustance nhich 
tlie corpontioD af 1681 had offered to the king, «nd 
boweier illegal the tolls which that or other corpoia- 
tioua bad irapoKd, jet tbej vera but ptrmud mudc- 
maaumrti utd by (hecelebrated proiiiion of Edward 
IIL cuEtmed by ever; locceeding fovBteign, it had 
been eipiGsily declared, that " the libeitiei of the citj 
could not betaken into the king'ahandfl toxajiyptrtanal 
treapau or judgemeDt of an j lainiiler of the uid dly." 

DeficDca. honever, wai nnavailiug, where judge- 
ment had picrlooily been aigned. In loudly 
teim, 1683, Uk court of king's bencb declared it 
to be theii opinion, that the malvenatioiu of Ibe 
common cQaocil mnit be coiuidered ■* ftott of the 
wbole city ; and that the two pointi wt forth in 
the pteadinp of the crowo were just grtMurds foi 
tbe fbrfeitnie of the city'* charter. The attorney* 
general did dM. bowever, enter up jodgeawnl imme- 
diately ; in tbe hope, as it would >eem, that when the 
qo^tonlivn taw tht»r fate thui depeodeiil on tbe nod 
of tbe king, Ibey might be induced to come fbraaid 
vitb KMne ofiici of compioniLie, by agreeing to which, 
tbe cnwn tuigbt probably gain more than it conid 
hope to accomptiih by the lUiiolBle leiumption of the 
etty'a rights. The coutt pany in the city, with a 
■eady percapttm of what wu eipected from them, 
iamediately oaiUed ■ court of comBOn conndl, where 
they (ucceeded in jKocaiing the adoption, by a con- 
Hderable majority, of a petition to tbe king, in which 
Ibe eotponUon fully ndjiowledged tbe mttgorem- 
■lent ascribed to tbem, loliciled paidon, pronaed 
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coniluit loj«hj uid obedience for the fatuce, uid 

placed ttieiHielrei Biit'itely at the diapoHl of bis ma- 

j«ty. 

Tha lord major, at the bead of a nameroua de- 
pulatioo rnim (he council, pretented this petitton 
lo the king. Wbea Cbarles had read it, Ite banded 
it to Ibe lord keeper Nortb, deairing bim to itate tils 
conditioni on which bia majeit; would accede to the 
prajer of the prtitionen. 

The condilioM were — 

1. That no lord major, thrrifl', recorder, comrnon 
leijeant, town cleric, or coroner of ths City of Lon- 
don, or steward of the Baroogh of SooUlwark, ihould 
be capable oF, or aJrnilted to, the eierciae of their 
respectiTo officei, before big majealy had approTcd 
them under bii ngn manaal. 

9, That if hii majeity ifaonld dtiappron the chotcs 
of any peiton to be lord mayor, and ligniGed tha 
iame nndec hia lign masua), the ciliieDa ahonid, irith> 
in one week, pmceed to a new choice, and if hii ma- 
jeity ahonid alio diaapprore of die Kcond cfioice, that 
he might himaelf nominale the lord miyor Sir tte year 
euuing. 

4. llial the lord mayor and court of aldermen 
might, with the leaTO of hit majesty, displace any 
alderman oi other officer of the city. 

5. Thai on the elccilon of an aldennaii,if the coort 
of aldermen did not approve of him, the ward should 
be obliged to chnie again ; and if the second choice 
was also diaap proved, that the court might themselTei 
fill up the vacancy. 

And 6. That all jutticea of- the peace, wilhiD tha 
bounds of Lhe city, should be appointed by the king's 
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D Other word), thit DO ofiicn of (he 
city BhotUd be u-officia m jastitx* 

" If Iheie legaUtioni ue made," contiiiued tbe 
loid keeper, " bis miJFsly. irilJ not only stop this pn>- 
•ecDtion, but canfirm jont chkrlen in ti[ other le- 
■pecU. The term, m; lord niijar, dnwa tontrdi an 
end, and Midiamtncr a at hand, when sonta of the 
officen Dflcd to be choaen; whereof his majestj will 
lenerre Ihe appiohBlioB. Itu, therefore, hi> loajf sty's 
pleasure, thai you retnro to the dly, and couTeoe the 
comnon couDcil, that he maj speedily know yoorrt- 
■dictions lbereupoi>,aiKi give his directioui accord iug- 
ly. That you nwiy see the king is in eanieit, and tbe 
mailer is not capable of delay, I an commanded to 
let yuu know, that his majeil; hisgiren orders to his 
allornej geneial to enter np jodgement on Saturday 
neat, auleu you preienl it by your compliance in all 
tbeie partjcnlan." 

- On tbe letotn of tbe deputation to tbe city, a eout 
of comman council waa inunedialely iDrnmoued to 
EODiider of the king's proposi^ns. The debates 
*hich it produced were warm and tempestuous. 
Nmnben there still were devotedly attached to liber* 
ty, wbo declared, that tliey would rather uctiGce all 
that wai deal to tjiem, than consent to such ilarisb 
coiiditioDS. " If we tsuit," laid Ihey, "sink under 
oppmaioQ ; let us at least h«Te the coaioLation left us, 
■ that it was hy no act of our o»n, that we lost out 
birthright) thai we became sU>« uot through ciio ice, 
but by force." Other sentiments, unhappily, pre- 
Tiilctl with a larger puty of the council ; and the de- - 
gradation of Ihe city was consummalAd, by the con-. 






SIS PERCY amoBiBs. 

MBt of « mij<irity of eightecD, to «U Uwt llw king 

nqnind. 

Cbiilei •pp«ui, howcra, to hire dudiincd the 
tiiamph he b*d ■ehicTed ; for to the aatpiiM *tid 
nortificUioa of the Mvnle eKi<rd, wbo had thiu |H»- 
cUlmed themttUes Ilia wilking ilaTes, be refiued to 
Mt bii leai to Ibe ■nwigemeiit, md prefened entering 
Dp the judgement which tixd been piDDOiuiced on the 
fuo tourniiils. It hta been genenlly sappoaed, thd 
be fgllowed thia conne from ■ wiih lu heap degiadk- 
lioii and intuit on the city ; but the infeieuce ia iBr 
perficiat and improbable. Chailei had no cauae Is 
be diqiteaied with his own friends and paitixaoa — 
with the nuiJDritj who voted for mbinkaian to bU 
~ it waa on them aione alt the ig»>iunj of 
ent fell; while, to tbosa who oppoaed 
it moat havo b«en a source of jntl pride 
to witness Uie shame and confusioo of ill adrocatef. 
The ciicaiagtance which in all probibiiity deteimined 
tiie eoudnct of Charles, was the sraalloeai of the mia- 
' joril; by which tiie acceptance of bii propoahiona 
was carried ; for while ao namerons a paity icmained 
hostile to tbc piGtcnaiona of the ciawa, an; attempt 
to condoct the gOTeinmeat of the city, through the 
medium of the citixens themseliea, muit have been 
attmded with perpetual embBiruiinent, aad not ai. 
tngelber exempt from the chance of ultei failure. 

The judgemeat on tha i^ uarrdntff baring heesi 
entered np, ttte King, by a commission ander the 
great sea), appointed the creatines of the crown who 
(hen filled the offices of mayor and ibeii^, bi- 
hold the same duriag piassurf; and nominated ano- 
thn iodiTidaal of the same cait to be recorder, in 






place of Sir George Trebj, who, as coonsel for (ho 
ciljr, hid »dTooated ib privilege, with boueitj and- 

The bxt ofLondon .pread . gener.) ,\^ aaiouR- 
thecorporWWDslhrooghoul the counlrj ; and in Ihe 
Tain hope of escaping ihe general »»eep which ihev 
mppowd to be meditated, by a spontaneous sdbnu^ 
.ton to the will of tlie King, most of diem resiraed 
their cbarten into bii bands, with a request laiet 
aJigbdy eipressed, tliat hit ra.jeslj would beplea.ed 
to re-model them in such manner a, he migla in hi* 
wisdom Ibmk meet. The King accepted the snrrend- 
era, but in all llie new charters which he gave re- 
wrred to te erowi. the nomination to e.er, place of 
power and profit, and for the few indifferent privi. 
leges which Ihej eontained, eiaoted large suini. 

The Duke of York, by whose advico the gay «id 
diiaolnte Charles cliieflj acted in these opprewire 
nieasarei. at length succeeded him in the throne ■ 
and being now enabled to give full scope to Us in- 
clinations, he speedily filled np that measure of ini. 
quity which led so deservedly to his own downfall 
and to the final f ipuljion of his house. 

One of the earliest victima of the tyranny of Jame* 
the Second, wa. Alderman Cornish, who, in dijchug- 
ing hii official duties, when Sheriff, in 1680, had 
particularlj «erled himself in lie detection and pro- 
secution of what was called the Popish plot, tlie re- 
ality of which, his majusly, with a view lo the inlro- 
doction of popery, was now using every poMible en- 
deavoor lo discredit. Cornish was now accused of 
being cancetned in the Ryehonse plot, fiir which 
laid William Bosiel suffered, and on suborned lesti* 
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atmy, to »tiieh no Boan gam seiioiu ciedii, wu 
fviiDd,b; a packed jur J, gnil^ of bigh treuon. That 
tbe TcngeiDce inflicted on this ill-fkted gentleman 
nugbt iupire Ibe giealei temiT ia the commanitj, 
Ibe merdleMJeffeneionleied Uutheiboold be liuig- 
ed, dronti, and qnailem). Dot at tbe osnal place of 
execd&ii, but in fnmt cf hU men iter, at the end of 
Kiug-iticet, Cheainide. On Iha tSid of Octobei, 
1685, the citiaeiu beLeld vilh hoim and diimaj llui 
baibuoui WDtence literallj canied into eieculioa. 
Jamea bad no aooner glutted bis monitKiut tereuge, 
tban camciaiice appeals la Laie begnn hef np- 
biaidingt. la tbe tnemoin at bii life, which Dr. 
Clarke hai compiled fiom Jatnei's ovn papen, w« 
nad that "although Coinish had been a fniioaj 
■tickler in tbe>e tiiaei, and (hat do ooe doubted 
hit goilt, yet when his majesty heaid that one 
of the wiliKHe] against him did not lo positivelj 
reach to what is criramal in the caso, he was troubled 
that the leMl fontiality in the law should haie been 
JD&inged for bii tecuril;, and therefoie declared he 
wai lenj he had toffend, and (inaivellaus compag- 
lion i) ordered hit quarleis to be taken down, and 
giTO to hi) relaliont to be decently buried." L^t 
afjaatt, toI. 1. p. 49. Never, perhaps, were guilt, 
confauon, and ihanie inore apparent than in these 
few liaei. At first, we are told " no one doubted hit 
guilt," and next, that his nujestj had " kaatd that 
tan fit the wilnesaei (as there were but two, the fai- 
lure of one datrojed Ihe whole case), did not ao 
pOHlivel; reach to what was criminal In tbe case." 
And to for want of thigijtght " fwrnfliify," (he mere 
waol of nidence thai he bad done an; thiag " crJMM- 
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•wt," my Udng meriting panMiment *1 all, fu ittt > 
file Id ciaellj Bggniated u thit wbkti befel bin, h 
tbc oouMieuce of the [jnst " trmMtdl" A ineeeeJ- 
ing Bge did more juitioe to (be nal ehutetei of Ibit 
traoiaclioii, wben h pranonaced tbe eucaHon of A]- 
dennui ConuBh to be imcmg the most odiooi Crueltin 
of Jimes'i reign, rcitoredhii esUle to hitfamilj, (for 
nth ill hii compairion,J&inea sera pied not lo beggu 
the children wlioffl hia cmeltiea hud made falherlfH ;) 
■sd condemned the wltneue) against him to be lodg- 
ed m remote prisons fbr the reminder of thetr livei. 

When at length the nation rose, ai One man, to 
ttpel their oppreesor, Jimes became as mean and 
fAlitai in bis conceiglona, at he had been ptand and 
arrogant in big oinrpationf. Among other atepi 
whicb be look to avert the impending rain, be di- 
iFCied that intimation should he made to the lord 
najroi and aUeimen of the citj, tbat he hnd r«- 
wired (out ot " tender regard" merelj) to reilore to 
lbem,by a new charter, all Ihe ancient franchiKs iaA 
privileges of «hicb thej had been deprived bj the 
decision on the qve toan-anlv. He sent at the Same 
time lot Mr.Witliam Kjffln. a merchant of great 
weight and eminence in the chy, nbo itllt monmed 
the loss of two grandsons, nho had been eiecnled fbt 
the rebellion in the weit, wllb crrco instances of peca- 
liar Drnellj ; and in tbe hope of conciliathig biio, by 
snch boBOan as It wai ;ct in bis power to bealOW, 
told him, that " be bad put down his naoie as an 
alderman in the new cbnter." " Sir," answered 
Kjffln, " I ain a tery old man ; I have withdrawn 
myidf from all kind of bodneii for some years past, 
aod ua ia^pAh of doing any senice, In sach an 
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I joui mijeitj or tbe cilj. Bctidea, ait," 

d tbe old man, fixing b» e;es iledfitelly on 
the kiog, while the tears nn liomi his cheeks, " the 
death of my gnudsoos ga*e a vouDd to mj heart 
which ii slili bleeding, and nevei will close but in the 
g„ve."— (Huj[Ji«'j Lutat.) — O hitler feproach ! O 
most Jusl relribDtiun I Not eren the Dameuf this ve^ 
derated Buffeier, however, not the namei of all the inly 
■ofFereii from Jaiaei's Ijianny together, could hare 
■ufficed to ohtain respect for a charter thus CDeaiily 
tendered in the hour of deapention. The time far 
condliation and cflmpromise had forever passed. The 
cilizena of London— the whole nation— saw safely 
onl; in levolulion ; James was forced to abdicate the 
throne which he bad disgraced, tvilhont a single arm 
being raised in his defence ; and tbe vacant diadem 
was transferred to the Prince of Orange and liis 
tpouse. on terms by which liberlj and happiness 
were once more restored to tbe coontrj ; and tbe re- 
lative rights of soverngn and subject placed on a 
surer and more Iss^g basis thin ^j bad ever ;e( 

One of the first acts of the first parliament of 
William the Third, was to do justice to the cil; of 
lAndou. The judgeuient given on tbe que vtamatta, 
by this was pronounc.ed to be iUtgal and orbitranf; 
every right, charter, aitd indemnity, anciently con- 
ferred on the city, was restored ; and all grants pre> 
jndicial to them, which had been made by the two 
last sovereigns, were declared null and void. 

" Glorious" indeed this revolution deserves to be 
called by the cldaens of London. Nearly a cealoiy 
and a half have since elapsed, and daring all this 
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long peiiod tbe; htn aa freely enjojed u thej b*Te 
B[UTiUdl7 uatited ibc mntiicipd privilegu vliicb it 
congimed (o lheni( eqaillj prolactcd by the gcniw 
of the tiwi sad bj tbe policy of the gorenuneiit ; 
mtisg BKiirety on past compacts, and diiduniag all 
farther confiriuatioiu of wbat ii not likely to be em 
■gain infringed. 

THE LORD UAYOR. 

Hie office of lord mayor, u we have leen, wii fini 
Teeognized about the commenceDient of (be 13th 
century. A> eaity tu ISOS, we find it incidentally 
mentioned, in a writ of King Jotin's, by which tbe 
guild or ftaternily of weavers, auppoard to be the 
oldest of all our corporatiooi, were expelled from tbe 
city, at Ihe reqneil of " the mayor and ciliiena ;" bat 
t)>e ctiaiter granted by tbe iime monarch in 1314, em- 
powering tbe citisens to elect a mayot atmnally oDt 
of Ebdi own body, and to conlinue him at theii own 
pleasnre in the EituatiDn, riom year to year, must be 
eotuideied as the foundation charter of the office. 

Accmding to this charter, tbe right of electing the 
mayor waa tested in tbe cititens at large. After the 
common conndl wa> eatabtiibed, tbey appear for ■ 
time la Kave niarped the place of the general body of 
freemen ; bat letuming (o a jnati^r aeoae of the righti 
of their conatituents, Ibey passed, in 1475, a declara- 
tory act of conncil, by which the election to tbe office 
waa declared to belong (o the mayor, alderraea tUid CDm- 
nHHi council, and the maslen, wardena, and lirerymen 
of tbe city compaoieij or, in other words, to tbe citi- 
aeni at large, according to tbe f^ aCCeplatioD of tbe 
tetroa, and thua it has cier lince conlinaed. 

YOL.,0 
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Tbs light of eluction *<> alio aceampwded wilk 
the dixsretioDtrj pooei of eontiniiing Ibe i»me indi- 
tidad in office from jeai to jeu ; and thoogh, in ■ 
gCDcni leuK, the eierciie of inch a powei is greatl; 
to be di^KCKted, (faeic cui be no doubt, either of iti 
valtdity, or of tlic good niu to which it owy occati- 
ooally be tDined. The fini lord tnajor, Hentj Kti 
Alwjn, by continQiDg in office twenlj-three yean, 
mDM haTe been eDabted to haimoniie and identify it 
with the cit; niagea, in a maonei which Could 
tcucdy hnc been hoped for, bad it paued daring a> 
many yean through the haddt of ai many iadiTiduali. 
And SirThonaa Filkinglan, who held the civic iceptie 
at the lerolaliaii of 1688, by being continued in office 
fnt another yeu, laved the new and happy order .of 
thing) from being dittuibed by the party paiaioni 
•bidi idl popniar ekctiooi are ao apt to itimutate and 

The Deceaairy qsallficationi iot the office of lord 
nayw, are diat the nominee ihall be free of one of 
the twetre principal city compames; have aerred the 
office of aheriff ; (wbenee the Mying, that such an one 
tcUl b* mutiDr befiire he ii ihtriff, meaniBg deiidingly 
that he i> BOt fit to be either ;) and he, at the time of 
election, an aldenniii of one of ffie oard* of the city* 
Wb«n a ciCiieB bu gone Ihiough this gradation of lio- 
BODTt, be ii preauned to be poueaned of wealth aad 
talent enoDgb to fill,taith credit to the city and himaelf, 
the poat of iti chief mapalnte ; aad it it only irhera 
Dotoriooa miifbrtoiiee hate reduced anindiTiduaittam 
affiuence to poverty, th&t he ever loaoa hia trance of 
■Bccciiion to Ihii Ugheat of diric digniliei. 

The election' takes place on Michaelmaa day, at a 
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cuDrt of hoiliDgii held in ti» Galldlull, aadcr Ike 
presidcDCJ of the sheri&. All the ftldetmen, who ban 
nut puaed Ihe chair, bat hare lened the office of 
Sheriff, are piopoied anccewvel; in the aider of Ihdi 
Kninily, tod the Jiierj tritifj, by a ihoir of baadi, 
the degree of favoai in which each i> held. TbaiheciA 
make a nUua to the court oF Rldenaaii, uf the two 
neiabcra of their body, whs haie nuited the grealat 
nnmbet of tofiirage* ; and it remum with that comt 
lo deteimiiw tm whkb of the two the election baa 
fallen. The candidates are not, however, abtdutefj 
bound b; the shew of handi ; foi it la open lo any 
of tbem or their friends lo demand a poll, a ptjiilego 
whicb hii of late j^an been frequently eiacdied. 

The lord majoi, though elected bj the citizeni, 
niut be Bpprored by the ihig, cv as has )wen inrari' 
ably the case since Henry III. in the 7th of hii ebar- 
teis to the city, permitted the altemaliie, by ibe lord 
chaneelloi do hi> majeity'i bdudf. Althongh the 
Giowii, bowerer, doei posscH this vtta, then la no 
blitaoee of ita hiTing enwcised it, since the Beroln- 
Ijoa at least, and It may be now legaided u a ouUter 
of formal ebsetranca endrely. 

"nie Toyal approbalian baring been obtained, tba 
tnayoi elect, on the Bth of NoTcmbei, lakes the oath 
of faithful adminittmtiiDn, in preience of the cidaens 
•aemhled in the Goildhall ; and next day ha Is fi- 
nally installed into office, by the Batons of £iebe- 
qoer, at WeslminileT. 

The titles of ■' right hoooniable" and "lord'' 
■TC generally believed to hare been first giren to the 
mayor of London by Edwaid III. in the last year of 
Ilia irifn, wbcna g^enl subsidy was leried, in which 






coBditian in life, Tbe chief magittrnte of London 
wii, on Ihii occuinn, tilled Ihe Kfghi Bemmrable the 
Lard Mayor, 

Tbs prerogitiiei of ibe office tm of great extent 
■nd importonce. 

The Jord lURyor, la (he loveieigo's immedkte re- 
preteDtative, tikes pieixdenee of eveiy other aobject 
vithin the limiti of the cit;. At b grand enterlBin- 
Dienl giien aboat 1463, bj the wrgeant) at law, at 
EIj Houie, Holbom, the lord treasurer. Baron Roth- 
Ten, trfosing to jield the most honourable place at 
table to the loid mayor, his lordjhip inslaotlj with- 
drew, fblloved h; tbe aldermen, sheriffs, and all ihe 
other ciliiens present on the occasion, who wcie 
■ell consoled for this sacrifice to etiquette bj a samp- 
tnous banquet, which their ipiiiled cblef gave thera 
at hii own eipenie. The treascrei's refusal, how- 
e^r, probablj proceedeiT leu from a disrespect for 
the lord major's htIc pre-eminence, than from an 
Bironeom notion of its limits. Elj Honse claimed 
at this period an exemption from the citj'sjurisdic- 
tioD, and it was not till long after, that this claim was 
judicially determined to be unfounded. 

Neither dofs this pre-eminence teiminate with the 
lOTereign's decease; Daj.soindepeudeDtofthe ciown 
are bii functioDS, (hat wb^i tlie king dies, the lord 
major becomes of even greater authority (ban be- 
fore. Tbe mooarch is, in England, but the first ma- 
^itiale of a tree people, elected by the people ; and 
on hii demise the lord major of London, as the 
greatest fuiKtionarj next to Ihe king, whose power is 
derived from Ihs sane source — as tbe adtnowledged 
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ifptescDlativG of ■ \tiga pwtiBn of the Mlionil will 
tbsQ loy olber officer of the ■tat»— bika Hk first 
pUce in tbe privj ouwidJ, ontil the neir loTereign is 
proclBimed, uu] at fail connation icli u chief batler. 
Sp Su buck have tbe» luaget obtwned, .^tbat in tha 
inntaliop which the piiv; council, ott Ibe death of 
Qaeen Slizabetb, teat to King Jamei, Is came and 
take peuiuiDD of the vacant throne, we find the 
luuae of Sir Bobert I^e, then lord majrot of Loodou, 
■Imdiiig biit on the liit. 

A* « ivil goieraoT of llie city, the lord mayor ii the 
•opieine bead, without whoie coacnrrence qo act of 
the cDipoistiaD ii valid. He is, moreovei, witUo 
(be limits of the city and litiecticB, perpetual CDroner 
•odetcbeatoi, and chief justice inalJ commisaiant for 
trial of felon; u)d gaol deliver;. He is also, judge 
pf all courts of wardmote for llie election oraldeinieni 
uaucr'alor of the riier Thamei and Medway ; and 
pctpetual conuoiisioBer in all affairs relating to the 

1b tha tBtlitnrji goveroment of the city, his lordship 
ii Sr>t commisiionei of the lieutenancy, which a in- 
vested wilh similar powers to those possessed by the 
lord liaatenanla of cannties. 

The coMnme of the lord mayor is of a splendoui 
boeoning <me filling so many high and ^goified 
fbacliooa. Hi* constant badge of office is a double 
chain of gold, orrich collar of SS. nith a costly jewel 
■ppemtant. Oo state occaiioni be ia habited in a 
biolled gown, like that of the lord chancellor, or in 

winter, a cloth scarlet gown wiUi relrel hood ; and in 
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■ummn', oDe of manrine bine aiDc ; botb richty 

fnind. 

In all proccMiom ithere the mayor n official] j pre- 
tent, the city'i iword &nd mace ue carried bcfoie him. 
By a giwilpf Edward III., (be mace is peimilted Id 
be of gold or niter, a diitinclion conferred, we be- 
liere, on no city of Eogland betid«>, except the 
■rchiepiicopal city ofYo^. When on foot, bii loid- 
■bip'i train b lapporled by ■ page. When he rides, 
it ti imitate coacb, of Urge dimeniions and gorgeou 
appotntmenta ; richly carved and ^t; eihibiting in 
the pannels a TBriely of emblematk: pictarea, and 

The penou of the lord mayor is uid to have been 
[ormeiiy held aacred and iDTiolable, bat the inalance 
chiefly relied on 1^ historiani icarcely wananta tttcb 
an inference. It appean, that in the year 1S99, 
Thomas Hauniarl and John le Brewere, having 
forcibly resiited the mayor and iberiffi, in their 
endeavoun to sapprets ■ riot, were apprehended, 
tried at Guildhall, condemned to die, and beheaded 
in Clieapiide ; bat it ia much more probable, that 
Itiey were convicled for aiding and abetting the 
riot, than for any peraonal conlerapl of tbe chief 
magistrate. There seemi, however, to have been 
an eierciae of a vigonr beyond the law in the 
deaib of these two men, since Edward III., od bis 
retain from France, deemed it uccesury to itHcId 
the city magistracy, by letters patent, exempting 
them from being afterwards qaeilioiied for tbdr 

A more nneqiiivocBl proof of the respect in whMi 
the chief raagiitrate'i perioB was anciently held, oc- 



ctmed in 1479, »h«ii lUchsrd BjGel<t was fined 6&x 
poands for preuming to kneel loo cIdbr (o bis loid' 
ship at 3t. Erkenwmtd'i shrine ! A drendful plngne, 
howeTer, was raging at the time. 

The lord nujor is allowed a unmeroas ioite of 
officers, for Ihe support of his state and dignitj ; a 
chaplain, remembrancer, sword bearer, huntsman, 
(called the common bant,) Serjeant carvers, serjeaots 
of the chainber, &c. In farmer times he had also his 
poet lanieBl and men; andrew, to assist in the pro- 
duGlion of pageants oa great occasions ; bnt since' 
tiime ibows have gone oat of fashion, neidier poetrj 
nor foolery appears to be any longer in request in 
city halls. On tiie list of lord majors' laoreatca we 
meet with no less a name than that of •' Rare Ben;" 
jrel «J unworthilj had his nieriti been appredated, 
that in ■ letter of that baid's which is still eiUnt, be 
complains of the corpomlion for withdrawing from 
bim tbdr " chandltry pension for verjuice and tnos- 
taid." The pension, however, was not quite so chaad- 
ttry, for it amonnted to 331. 61. 8d. a sum wbicb may 
at least stand comparison with what has been at any 
time allowed to other laureates of higher degree. It 
was moch more Ihan was allowed even to the king's 
lanreate in Ben Jonion's days ; (or, till 1630, the 
pensiimwasbDl ■ hnndred marks, without a sip of (he 



LORD MAYOR'S SHOW, 

When the citizens of London were for pageants as 

" hmous and renowned in foreign nations," as for 

" their laitb, wealth, and valour," and so an old 
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■atbur (QubMi) m 
UtioD of fhea chief nugiatnle iulo office, tued to 
famiih occuion fot the proudnt of tbew trianphi ; 
and e*en now, when ihe tiale foi guch eihibitioiu 
Bkj be Mid U harg nearl; vioubed, Ihe.Lnd 
Jlaysr't Siiw i> itill tbe gayest of city apeclacleii 
though at but bat a f»ded seowrill of the " great 
dinngi" of fomieT tJiBCS. 

Fteriooi to Iba fiftacnth oeiiturj, the lord major 
ued to ptocecd by land to Weatminiter, to be iworu 
into office b; tbe king, or, as lattetlj ordered, bj tbe 
baioni of eicheqaer } but in 1453, Sir Jofan Numun 
introdnced the custom of going bj w&ler. That ba 
Binnl tbU aquatic eicuitioo to aerredj an enblem of 
tbe lord major's soTCreignty over the rbunei, in the 
■ame manner aj the Dakei of Veaice u>ed to wed tbe 
ocean, though tonetiniei aTened bj citj poeta, we 
dare not hiitoricall; affirm ; jet it i> certaja. that the 
Diarineni of the Thune) felt lo highly Qie bonoor con^ 
feired on (heir fiioarite elamenl by Sir Jsbn, that 
they compoied a >0Dg of Uiampb on tbe occason, in 
which be thus Egnrei ai the bero : — 

Bow th J boat, Norman, 

Row to tby Ltmnum, Sec, 
MeaiuDg by " lemnun," as it would aeem, hii fail 
one or bride (the Thsmei). As good a reatoa, p«- 
b»p», for the custom, as aiij that has yet been 
assigned, would be, thai by going by water the 
citixeni still keep witbia their own jurisdiction, (for 
they are conserratots of the Thame*,) and oiJy en- 
croach on that of We«tmin>ler to the wiall ipwia 
from the wRiei-side la Westininatet-Lall ; so ttatt, in 
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Ute perrormance of (lieir fint ciric dkity, thej atmoM 
eatirelj avoid ihe choncc of iutenoption, through any 
DCgln:! ordisreapfict or the antharities of Ihe nnl citj. 

In 1.101, Sif John Shaw reviied the c«swin of 
riding lo Westminster-hal] ; and for ahout two cen- 
tnrieg, equestrian caTalcades were (be faihioD. In 
the reign of Queen Anne, (he long- neglected baigei 
were recaJled into nse, and ever since the procession 
has been by water. In recent time! there was an 
inslance of a lord mayor choosing to return by land ; 
but such derialions, unless resorted lo occasionally, 
for the purpose of showing the mere eiistence of the 
right, are not perhaps lo be commended. 

.The pageants which were wont to be eihihitcd on 
■he lord major's day, continued in nse till as late a 
period as tbe reiolulion ; but were wc to judge of 
them from tbe lasle then displayed, we should be in- 
clined to laj that the lime for laying them down bad 
arrlred long before. On Ihe lecond mayoralty of Sir 
Thomas Filhington, (1691), the pageant, as described 
by Taubman, llie city laureate, (Taobman, atai ! 
forgotten name )) " coosbted of a spaciout wilderness, 
haunted and inhabited with all manner of wild beasts 
and birds, of various shapes and colours, even to 
beaita of prej, as wolves, bears, pantbeia, leopards, 
Sttbles, and beavers; likewise dogs, cats, foies, and 
rabbits ; wbicb, tost np now and tJien into a balcony, 
ftU eft upon sht campany'i keadt, and by Oiem tost 
Bjoin tnto tht croad, afforded great diversion ; melo- 
dious hatraooy likewiie allayed the fory of the wild 
beasta, who were continually moving, dancing, r.ur- 
vetling, and tumbling to the mnsic." Who could 
bave imagined, that that most odious of all the valgai 
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(pott*, trUch *t Iha p[«Hn( daj octauoiullj ^Ii^race 
o«r (H^nlw MWBiblagei, Bhuold have had so reapec- 
Ubl« «n oK^ 1 The dagi and cad, loiteA to and 
fro, Hera Iim oou, howeiei, im the dajt at Sir 
TtaomM Filkisglan ; and it ia wmethiDg to »j in 
6>DD[ of the prewDt agt, llwt e>ea tbe mob ii moce 
Mfised than to be goiltj of luch c;selt;. Sir Tbonui 
wu a member of tjie Slanotri CompoDj, sod it nai 
nith the lieir of doing booouf lo bu craft, that Ihia 
bacboroiu |>agi«Dt of wild beutt wai devised. 

It would bedoingiiijualice, honeiei, to theaodent 
pagGKDta of London, to form ut opiaion of them from 
thia spetnmeiL From tbe tujoos printed accoaota of 
them wfatdi aie pieiatied, ^aome irf laCli laxitj, 
H to bear a price at the lale of two and thi«e 
gaineM a liaf,) tfaey sppeai to baie been at tuoea 
■quajl; disliBgiustaed foi Iheii |»opnet; Md uiag< 
•ificenee, 

fiucb were thow eibibited in the jcar immeduUel; 
preceding the ceTolulioD, on tbe inauguratian of Sii 
JiAu 8h«ler. " Tbe pigEants," saja a colemporai;j 
•ceoaat of them, u abridged bj Mr. Hon*, in bi) 
.Ancient Ujiteriea, " were four in number, and H- 
ceedioglj aplnidid ; aqd the principal charactn ib 
Mcb, delivered a veniQed ad^iew to the lord major. 
One of tbe pageanta, a abip, tbe Unity, at LondoD. • 
meacbant adventurer Co Noiwaj and Deumaik, was 
an b«uwir paid to tb« iord ciajof by bi* cooipanj, 
on account of hit Jordship*! mercutile ocEupatiun, 
nit ihip, laden nilb all forU of timber for ahip 
and houae building, and uobiteclure, repieaented hii 
lord(bip'4 »a; of traffia. It meaiund in length from 
poop to tbe alem an htrndrtd aad forty- fivt feet, aad 
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In height forty-fiv* fett from the watei lo be Hera, 
(aad wru eihibited, it will be obteiTed, on fatod.) Bbc 
carried tweatj-two guiu, with ancicntii, ptmdaDti, 
■trcBiDers, flag«, tackling, kochon, and all lOTta of ri^ 
ging appertaining to a mcrEhaiiUDao of that bnideo. 
On board were a captain and his male, a gnuner aad 
hia male, a boatawain and a fall camplemeni of men, 
care behig taken to aiiign to each man bis proper 
■laljon ; lome at the mun tack ; others at the braeei> 
others at the bowlines ; some climbing up the ladders 
to the main-top, and othen litUng acniu the yard 
aim. The morincn were diewed in Indian itiipes, 
and lagged yam capi, blue, white, and Ted, Hm 
captain, dieued in Indian silk, with a rich fui cap, 
being placed in Che stem with UTecal tninpeti, on 
the boatanuD giiing a signal by his whistle, accoited 
his lordihip with a ipeeeh." Anothet of the ihawi 
on this occaiuDn, called " the Goldsmiths' Pageant," 
wtu equally imposing, and mnsc hare been of araa*- 
ing aiie. " Jt was a hieroglyphic of tba company, 
coDsisting of a spacious laboratory or woilcbOBsa, 
eontuning leieral conveniencea and dtatinct apart- 
menta foi the different operations and aiti£oers *ilh 
foTgea, anTila, bammera, and all inatninieDta piopa 
for the mysleiy of the goldainilfasi In the ouddle of 
Ihe&ontiipiece.onarich gotdea chair of atats, lat St. 
Sonstaa, the ancient patron tmd tatelar'gaatdian of 
the company. Be was attiied, to eiprcsshii prelali- 
cal dignity and cannmialion, in a lobe of fine laimi 
with a cope orei it of shining cloth of gold, reaching 
to the gronnd. He ware a golden mitre, beset with 
precioDS atones, and bore in his left hand a golden 
cnma, and in his ngb^ a pair of goldsnitht' tonga. 
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Bebiod him were Orpbens uid AmptuoD plajing on 

DUlodicmi inBtramenU." And in ttiis, by the bjr, 
thne WM B iligbl deiktkiii from bistorioil propriety, 
for il w>a one of tbe aiBr*elloU9 fxcultiH of this SBint 
■nd magicun, thai he could nuke ain>icBl initnimeDta 
. pbj o( theiDHlrei. 

" SL Dniutui'i b>rp fut bj the mil 

Upon * pin did hing-a ; 
The hsrp iUelf, with b; and all, 
Uatonch'd b; band did twang-a. 



tbe christiaii barmony, teemed to sue foi recon- 
citement." At tbe itepj of (be prelatlcal tbrone 
ma a goldamith'i forge and furnace, with fire cm- 
dblei and gold, and a workman blowing tbe bel- 
lows. On eacb aide was a large press of gold and 
ril*et plale. Towards the front, were sbopa of artifi- 
cers and jewellers, all at work with anvilg, bUnmera, 
and initrumenla for enamelling, beating out gold and 
aUret plate; on a itep below Si. Danatan, aat an 
Maa; master, with his trial balance and implements. 
There were two apartment: for tbe procesMa of dts- 
grOBiing, flatting, and drawing gold and silver wire, 
and the fining, melting, smelting, refining, and 
leparating of gold and siliei, both bj fire and water. 
Another apartment contained a forge, with minen 
bearing apadea, pickaies, &c, for sinking abaft: and 
making adits. The lord mayor bating approached 
and viewed the curiosity of tbe pageants, was addrca- 
led in a speech by St. Dunjlsn," in the conne of 
which, the aaint thus endeavoured to bespeak the fa- 
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mat of the a6teut, for Ibe Act of ladulg^ice, aadet 
the muk of vhich Jamu IL «w Bi tbit time todm.' 
vooring to inlroduce popaj inlo the coontij. 

'■ Thiae ponlifical omanii'iits I wesr, 
Are tjpes of rale, and oideialJ the ;/eu; 

Since all bare liberty as weU as 1 1 
Nor nepd jou fear, the ihipirreck of joor came, 
Your lou of Cbailei, or the penal laws i 
Indutgence granted bj jonr bonnteoui prince. 
Makes for (hal low, too great a recompeuK." Ew, 
The iDagnitode of inch pageanti may Kcm mw 
iaciedible ; jet itructoreB oF equal balk,aie dei^bed 

those dafa of pomp and ihov, ia beyond all donbu 

After this ipecies of ipectacle hud fallen almost 
for more Ihui half a cenloiy into dlnue, the commoD 
connoil were all at once Kiied with a returning food- 
neas for it ; and in 1T60, came to a resolution, lecam* 
mending that Fageania aboutd be again exhibited (or 
the eaterlainment of Iheir majesties on lard mayor*! 
daj. The recommemlBtion does notappear, however, 
to have been carried into efiect, nor can it well be t, 
subject of regret, tbat the city magistrates found then, 
■s thejr hate ever since done, more rational methods 
^.muiifesUng their wealth and spirit. 

He manner of ceiehrBling the lord mayor's day 
at present, is still sufficiently splendid to make 
il an object of attraction to the multitode. About 
noon, the lord mayor elect, the past lord mayor, 
the aldermen, sheriffs, and other oSicial digni- 
ttikm, after attending dirine serrke at the parish 
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chircb of 81. Lkwrence Jem;, pnNxed la Aeh 
euriaga, from the Onildlull *b the Three Cnuie 
Suin, vrbtra tbtj embark on board a oi^iCcent 
*tata bai^, proTidnl for tfaa afe of tbe chief magi- 
■tiale, and being JDiDed bj the diflereot cit; conipa- 
mtt, in bargei of their own, and all more oi l«a 
goigeoni, the aqoatic proceuion moTei filrward to 
Wealminater, wilb bandi of motic playing, and flags 
aitd pendants fljmg fram ever; mast. When the ce- 
nmony in the Court of Eicheqaer hu been gotie 
flnon^, the ciric Beet retarni to Blackfiiara Bridge, 
trheie (be major and citiieni laud, and aie received 
bjp the Annonren company, whldi takei lbs lead in 
tba proecauonback to the GuUdhaiL The armoareca 
are genenllj pieceded by tara oi tbne penons on 
boneback, in different lorti of ahovy armoaT ; and 
tfaeae form &aw by far the moit attiactlTe part of ttie 
■peetacle. The other companies follow on foot ; die 
major and abeiib in their atate coaches ; the ald«i:- 
mea, and other peraoni of diitiadion, in Iheir priiale 
carriagei ; and Uieie, with thar aomerous officen and 
■tIendanU, in thdr Tarioua motley wear, make op 
what u now called the Lord Mayor'i Siww. 

At Ooildhall a lamptaoDi dinner is proiided at the 
upanie of the lonJ nwjor and the sherifit, wblch ia ga- 
BCrall J graced with the pieacDce of some of the piincea 
, of the blood and ministers of tbe crown, the foreign 
ambasudera, and a number of the moil diitinguidied 
nobililj and gentry. Should il be the Grit lord 
major's day after a corooation, il Itas been CBitomarj 
for ibo soTcreign himself to htMioor tka Isanqnet by 
putting of it. The nomber of peiaona iuriled is 
malcoatof 
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tiie fe*lt U Bboul 3,0001. Whan the king iipioieat 
Ibe «ip«M« ii noch gteUer- The cntertaiBBitBt 
given to George fba Second c<ut4,890J.; uid tfaatto 
George the TJiinl, wbicb ww of uDguIur iiiagiu&> 
eencei 6,8981. All tbe oompiniea give bcsldM inniK 
taooi enlertainmeDta at ttieir respectiTe halls, which 
ore suppoied to cott 10,0001. moce. 

Tbe feiiiviliei of the itj. U Guildhall, are con- 
clnded hy ■ grand bsll, at which the lady raajojem 
preaidea. Among the entertainmenU ancientlj pro 
Tided for thij part of the evening, the lord major** 
fool had a very liugulsr feat to peiform. He nu 
bound, bj ibe tenure of hii office, to leap in his mot- 
lej robei inlo a large bowl of custard, a Jest to eiactl; 
niited lo the laste of former limes, that it was not eaai- 
Ij made state by repetition. Shakespeare allndes 1« 
ttus ridiculous custom, in hia comedy of " Alt'i ttelt 
that tndtaeil" when he makes Lafeu say to Paiollea, 
" Vou have made sbiA to ma into't, boots and spun 
a«id all, like him that leapt into the custard." 

Ben Jonson, who, during his conneiion with the 
city, DO dooht, often saw this eccentric ft;Bt pertonaed, 
■Isona&es it in bis comedy of the " DetfiTl on Jim," 
■a not confined to the lord mayor's day. 

" He may, perdunec, in tail of a sheriff's dhmer. 

Skip witharim o'the table, bom new noAIng, 

And take hu Atmain Uap into a nutorrf, 

Shall make my lady mayoress and her sislen | 

Langh all dieir booda over their ihoalden." 



From a report made by a committee of inquiry, in 
1810, it appeared that the anuoal eipeosai of Iha 
diW magiiMe anwsnl to iJMDt li.OOOL [ and tbm 






hii offlciil Kceipis, incloding > »id ilkiwed la him 
b; the citj, sad Uie valae of Mine >ppoJDlfDent9 in 
hia gift, did not eiceed 6500L The GamiDOD coun- 
cil, on Eeceiriug thU repoii, Tgisd ui additional al- 

lowMK« of IMOL per euiduio. 



THE MANSION HOUSE. 

For k long coorae of yesrs, the chief owgistiate of 
London wsi withont any fixed place of ceaidence, 
for exerciiing the dalio ind muntuning tlie gtate 
and dignity of bli office. When hia own prii»te mui- 
uoD did not afford the accommodHtion requisite, the 
hall* of some of the largercampaniea used to he hired 
fortbe purpose at aTerycoruideiable oipense. In July 
1734, the common conndl came to the pradent reao- 
lutioD of appropriating the Gnea, paid into the cham- 
bn foi not serving Ihe office of iheiiff', to the purpose 
of erecting a laitable maniion honse, for the special 
use of tiie Lord Mayor for the time being. At Ibis 
period there oas not teas than 18,0001. in the cham- 
berllin's banda, vhicb had been derived in this easy 
way ; and it waa ordered, that Ibii auni shoold in the 
mean time be invested in the Ihcee per cent annui- 
ties, and that the growing interest theieon should be 
added to the cftpilal every year, till the money was 
required for the piopoied butidiug. 

The site Gied upon, was that anciently occupied 
by tlie Stocki Market, a structure for wbicb the City 
was indebted to the liberality of Henry de Wallela, 
who was lord mayor from 1381 to 1285. It had been 
selected as a market place, becaose of iti being in the 
midat of the city ; and was now on the same account 
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tbougbl the bcM site Ibat could be choaeo fm the leu- 
ience of the chief ma^stnite. The market, oi isthei 
die market bnlJ dings, formed part of Ibe London Bridge 
estates, itid the committee for the eKctioii of tha 
mansion hoage had to pay foi th« purchase of then 
£5900. When the; irere Iskeo dooa, the ground 
on which they stood wm foond to be ao full irf 
ipiingi, that it was deemed neceuarj to erect the 
new structure whoily apon, pilea. From the delay 
which thii cireamttance occiaknied, although the 
comer stone wot laid on the ISth October, 1739, the 
building was not completed till the year 1753, in the 
mayoralty of Sit Crisp Gascoyne, who wu the first 
cbicf magistrate that made it his residence. The 
total expense of the erection, iocluding the porchase 
money of the old buildings, was 43,6381. IIU. Bd. 

The maniion boose, which was built from a design 
by Mr. George Dance, is a spadona and stalely edi- 
fice, but of rather ponderons aspect. A bold Sight of 
Bteps leads to a fine portico ia front, composed of 
Corinthian columns, which spnng lightly from a matay 
raatic basemeut, arid are surmounted by a pediment; 
the tympancuD of which exhibits a clerer piece of 
BCulpture in alto relievo, by Taylor, emblematic of 
(be dignity and opulence of the City of lAndcn, and 
the Tariooa virtues by which they have been estabiiah- 
ed end are maintained. The general ludy of tb« 
building presents two tiers of lofly windows, and o*er 
these an attic story surmounted by a ballualrade i the 
conicei too are rich and deep, and aopported by 
Corinthian pilaatera. Were nothing more presented 
to the eye than lie parts we hava now described, the 
edifice, though lonjy situated and too closely aur- 
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ronnded wilh bolldings, could no! Ml ID be prottoutl' 
ced elegmt and complele ; bnl viewing it from the 
front, we behold, heaped » it were on the roof, and 
■tretchiog croaswijs aloDg the Tront, an *rk-like pile 
of boilding, vihich throws so iJr of most clumsy 
incsingTuiiy over the wholr. When we eiamitic this 
■upplementUjy pile, we find that it is accRiioned by 
the caiting of tbe loof in one psit ■ itor; higher, in 
ordei to give ■ loftiei ceiling to a ball-tootn, and tiien 
it can be likened to nothing better than the bump of 
the dromedary. OriginslJj, tbere was a cotreipond- 
iag erection or hanp lowardi tbe bncii of tbe build- 
ing, bat it was taken down a few yean ago. Ita coni- 
paniun cannot follow it too sDon. 

Tbe interior U laid out wilh tasle and judgment. 
Enteiing by the gieat door, you pau tbtaugh ■ 
spacious saloon into what is called the Egyptian Hall, 
(far what reason howeier, it would require EfEyplian 
canning to divine, for there is nothing of that cha- 
racter about it,) a magnificent banquelting room, 
about ninety feet long fnun eatt to west, (occupying 
the entire width of the houle,) and siity broad, 
with a lofty concave roof displayed into fompait- 
menls and richly araamented. At the sides of the 
■alooD, there are alio a ju slice room, a sword 
bearer's room, and a very handsome room catted 
Wilkes's parlour. The area abo<e the roof of the 
Egyptian Hall being left open, the spartmenls of tht 
upper stories form a surrounding quadrangle, wilh 
galleries of cammunicatiou. The principal of these' 
apartments are the ball room, which is about the 
Bnme length as the Egyptian Hall, but consideiabty 
narrower ; a withdrawing room, and chief bed room,' 
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mhleb is prorided with > ilale bed of efta rrgsl 

TBE REMEMBRANCEB. 

Tbe cttj rttaembraDcer is the lord major'a mtni- 
tor; B part uf bii duly being to lemind hii locdship 
of the days un which he has to proceed with the 
aldermen on city bosinesi. He is alio a guardian of 
the citj rights, and is appointed to attend the iltlinga 
of parliament, to aee that the priTilegtj of the citj 
are not infringed, or its interesls injured bj the pro- 
ceeding! of the legialatnre. 

SWORD BEARER. 

The sword is an emblem of aulhorilj ai well as of 
joBlice, and is home before the lord major, lo expresj 
that thej are both united in his office. A wiitei on 
Brmoarj, who distinguishes bun> awocdi of stale 
■houtd be borne beCbre persons of different tanks, 
sajs, that " the dt; sword bearer must carry the 
sword npright, the hilt being holden under his bulk, 
and the bUde directly up the midit of his breabi, and 
between bis browa." 

Tbe sword bearer has liia table at the expense of the 
lord mayor, to whom one thousand pounds a year ii 
allowed for the purpose, eiclusiie of a sum of money 
for tbe residence of the sword bearer. 

ALDERMEN. 
The division of the city ints wards, and tbe ap- 
pointment of aldermen to govern them, were un- 
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doubledl;. M bafon obacnred, of Baww on^ ; faol 

It would )Cem not to have been ling befon (be oScs 
miim*^ ■ clnneter tomenbtt foctigo (q the geniui 
of Alfred'* imtitutHHU. So wiae ■ prince coald Dot 
htie intended that an office of tbi* impgitance ibonkl 
be filled wlthoDt my regard to merit oi capiidty ; and 
jetaliDDit (he fint thing we lead'of the office ii. that 
it might be acquired bj any one, either by inheri- 
tance or porchaic. So much, indeed, wai thii (he 
caae, that the nardi were called after tbeii reapec- 
tire propHetofi, and changed names a> thej changed; 
thai the ward of Caitle BajDard was once called 
Simon Hadeitock's ward ; the ward of Cheap, Henij 
de Frowjcke'i wiid ; the Tower ward, William de 
Nadntoke'a ward, &o. 

Ilie aboKa which neceuarilj arose from this pro- 
prietary system, led to repeated efibrta on the part of 
the cilizeni to change tbe tenoie of the office ; and at 
length from one of those coiliuoni between Ibe ennni 
andtbe people, which arenot oncoaiinan in Ibeluitoiy 
of revolntions, the right of property was in the tdp 
of Edward II. wreated from the ajdermen, and ttie 
dtiiens of each ward were declared to haie tbe power 
of electing annually the alderman who wai to pieude 
DTer it. So frequent an eieiciie, however, of the 
elective privilege, bad alao its peculiar inconvenien- 
ces ; and in 1394, it was ordered hy parliament that 
in future the aldermen sfaoold " continue in office 
daring life or good bebavionr," and so the law still 

In elections for aldermen, the right of vo&g is 
confined to freemen who are reaident hooseholden 
of the wani paying „ol and lot, and an annual Mnt 
of not lew than lot. a-year. 






It la not Btoauij, howeTcr, (bat the penoa elect- 
ed ihonld be B mident of Ihe viud. Citizciu of 
eminence oflen become candidatei for Ihe aldeimm- 
■hip of wuda, with which Ihej hare previonilj hud 
BO particular conneiion. Sboold a person decline the 
office of alderman when elected (o it, (nhich ii, 
bowerer, rarelj the case) be ma; be fined ; there is 
eren a precedent for imprisonmenl. 

Each alderman has ihe oclive direction or tmr- 
tlmaUp of the affun of hii ward, ouder Ibe geoeral 
nperintendince of the lord major ; and ii assisted bjr 
one or more depeties, appoinled by himself from 
among Ihe common ceuncilmea for the nard. Every 
ward, too, hai its court of wardmote or commoD ball, 
with which the aiderman. ma; advise on all matters 
loeching the commoD wdfere. 

The priiliege of acting as magislntei in the city 
wM fomwriy confined to the loni mayor, Ihe recoi' 
dei, the aldecmee who had passed Ibe chair, and the 
nbiesemor aldermen below it; bet in tlie year tf 41 , 
George IL by letters pklent empowered all the alder- 
men of London withonl distinc^<»i, to act in future 
>a justices of the peace witlun the city and ils liberties. 

It waa anciently the costom for the ma^strales 
of tlio dty of London, to bave posts painted 
and ornamented, set np at Ibeir doors, on which 
the royal pioclamalions were fixed. Shakeipesre, 
Ben Jonson, and ■ereral others of oar old drama- 
tists, notice tills practice. Tbese posts were osa- 
ally newly painted on entering into office, a cua- 
tomwhich is alluded to by the latiiical Bishop of 
5ali9bury,when)nhis*'Microccwno^dpbjo,"hesaysof 
■9 alderman, " His digconisc is commonly the annals 
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of bb majonlty Hid nfait good f 

WM ia Iha dsyi of bU goJd chun, uioaga lae lUop- 

pMti were lbs only Uungi tbit foSeivd refonaa- 

llie digiutj of tUtcmian, like tfau of the loid uajnc, 
bad ODce nwre tiuui oidinuj protection ; ud in tbou 
tiubiitaittimei,«bcm pencoul feeling «od resentmfHt 
ntoiped the place of Itw ind justice, it ii lecoidcd 
that ■ ciliiea «■* impiuoned ud bii right liuid cat 
off for HWalliag u ddensam Beditiiiice to theao- 



tiie Ion of &eedoiD, and iopiiioniiieiit fbi a year aod 
• day. 

Tbe eiutame of the aldermta a a cloth gown of 
violet or Katlel, linjd with liUc oi foired aocoidiBg 
to the aeiun. On one occaiion, an ■Ideiman who 
neglected to line bii cloik according to tbe eitaUiab- 
«d mode, wa* condeiaDed by hU biethien to a ima- 
mary poniriiDieiit, amniingly chuacteriitic of Ibe 
claim! of this reipectable body lo the duraelei 
which Sbaketpeare hai given of thetn, a> being " ailb 
fitt capon lioed," Useydecieed that tbe wlwle OMtl 
■honld go ind bnd^aMl with him. 



WARDS OR ALDERKUNBIEB. 
The city and libeTtieB are diiided Into tw«n^-«Ii 
wudi or aidermuiTiea ; which, conudend iritb Ripect 
(o the number of memben they reipeclively leton ta 
tbe common coancil, (eicepting Bridge Ward whh- 
odI, which baa no repteBentativei), rank in tbe nda 
in which we ihall here take nodce of Iben. Tbe 



Btaber of eonndllon fat each «ud ia denoUd bjr 
the flgOTO witbln bndwU. 

The wardi ol FiniBgdon wlduD andwhlMMt fun- 
ed ai^inally bat one ««rd, the aldeTmuirf of irbidi 
m* pochued b J WilEam Fujngdon, goidimitii, ud 
■hniGF in lt79, aiHl ranuBed in hii ftmily fot op- 
mtdi of eigbtj jtsa. The tenure b} which it *m 
faeld, wuthe premtBtion U Eailer of > dip of giiU- 
Aower, Uien m Bowkt of coniidcnbls ruitj. In cooM- 
qoence of a gremt increue in the population of thb 
pcMion of tha cilj, it wat, in the irth of Richard II. 
dinded into two ward*, and a aeparate alderman >«- 
ugsed to eacfa. Furingdon Within, (17 com. com.) 
compiehenda that part of the dly which lay imne- 
diatrij within the walb ou the weitaiD lide, Iia lo- 
caClj is well mailed bj a imall ilone monnnient is 
Pannier-Bllej, lepieaentins a jonng Bacchai lealed 
sitride a paonier or baikel, with thii iiui;ri[>tion 
nndenieatta. 



Faningdon Wilhoat, (16) inclodes at) thai part of 
the cit; which la; withnat the walla to the westward, 
ai far aa Temple Bar. Till 1484, Serjeant! Inn wa> 
caDcd " Faijugdoa'a Inn." 

Bridge Ward Within (15) is of eitenaire limits ; 
and inclodM the spot " Where I.ondon'* colnmni 
pdndng to the aUes," does not lu s* otterl; as 
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Pope'i Han tM*e isade it the bihion to beli w. 
It mi oae of Ihoae truit atitelj detbOTed by tEie 
fire ; it tikei iU namerroni LmidoB bridge, the whole 
of ithkh ffom the SonthmA cod it iDclndei. 

Biihopigita Ward deiirea iti name from the ^le 
which fg^ieilj dlrided it, uid which it inppoKd to 
hwc been ccnulnicled by tome of the eeitier bidiape 
of London. Thoogh tha gate no loogei exiats, yet 
the boooduy U atiU muked by die •ppelUtiont of 
BiihoiMgite Witbin ud Biihopigate Wlthoot. Tbe 
bnildiBg) in tliii werd are among the meet ancient in 
Ibe metropolii, tbe great fire not haiing eitended ill 
laragH fai is tbii direction, md not at all to the paila 
mtluat the gale. Dniing tbe coone of more than 
a century, ereiy aldenun who hu pmided orct Uni 
ward bu leived the office of lord mayor. 

Brrad.itreet Ward. (II) whicb ia neariy in the 
centre of the dty, taliei iti title tiom the bread 
market, which formeily itood on tbe pment aile 
of Bread-stieeL: for, in ancient timet, the baken 
of London were not allowed to lell bread in 
tbdr ibopi or haniei> bat only in the open niir- 
kel. At a atJU earlier period, thii ward appean 
to have been tbe donuiln of that notable hero of fable, 
Gerard the Giant. In Gerard's hall (now occujHcd 
ai an inn) there wai kept, for a long tune, an im- 
menie fir pole, tome tlurty or forty feet long, with 
which tfaia ledoubtable monitei naed to lalty forth to 
battle, a> alto a ladder by which be oecaNonally per- 
mitted tbe pigmy order of maidiiad, to ascend to the 
top of hi) fautchioo, to take a bird'i-eye view of the 
metropolia t Slowe hu made lad haToc mth thlg 
pretty slory. " Gerard's ball," be »ay», " ii a cor- 
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niplioa of Giwr'.hoii, once the property of John 
Giwn, nujM of London ia ISll ; the gluit'i faul- 
chion, nothiDg but an old Majpole ; and the Udder, 
the Mine which w«s used lo deck the add Mtjpole, 
when creeled on the green. 

Cbe*p Ward (IS) takei it« name from the ^uoa 
woid chtpe, a market ; applied lo onr preseol Cheap- 
»i6e, which wag formerlj called '■ West-chepe," to 
diatingniah it fram another market in Eaat-cbeap. 
Before the itteam, called Wailbraok, whkh inlertecti 
this mud, was coieied in, it ii said, that baigw used 
to be towed np it, from the Thames, a> far as Bock- 
Jeribnij. The Standard or Cnm, in Cktap, is bmi- 
liat to the readers of bistotj, ai the andeol place for 
«iecutiani within the cilj. 

Tower-sUeel, Broad-atteel,,Bnd Cripplegate Warda 
bold the wme rank in the city lepreseDlatkin a» those 
of Biead-itreet and Cheap, each letuming twelve 
memben to the common council. 

LangboDraWard (10) takes ita name from a brook 
which focmerlj no from Fenchnrch-slreet, wliere it 
broke out, lo die Thames. The stream apread so much 
near tbe head of the spring that the neighbourbood 
receiTed tbe name of" Fcnny-atiout," and this cii- 
cumstaooe b atill perpetuated in Fenchurch-slreet. 

Castle Bayard Ward (10) t^ea its title fiom the 
ancient castle of thai name, which stood on the site 
of the preaent Canon wharfi and Mai ariginall; huilt 
by William Baynaid, a soldier of fortune, who ac- 
companied die Norman William to England. It 
passed aftemards into die hands of the Fitzwalleis, 
who occDpy a piominenl pact in Ihs early biatory of 
London. ^Bee Acctunt itf tht Gnat Charttr.) They 
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pomtttei te rirtne of lbi> nutellarj tbo honoin of 
being beieditaij MandnTd beams of ttie city. When 
in tfmes of war the buiiKT of SL Paol was nnfiiiied, 
h vai consigDed with great cecemoDy bj tbe loid 
mayoi and atdemwn to the hands of the knight of 
CMtle Baynard, *( the great west door of St. PbdI^, 
the major addreuing him in these wordi : 

" We give joa, aa to oar Banneret of fee in this 
city, the bannei of this city to bear and gorem to the 
boBoorand piofitoftiiis city, to yonr power." 

Attached to the easlle there was a soke or liberty 
(abject to Iti juiiidktloD, and which, atnong odier 
priTJlegei, had me of aome peculiarity in a bmrbaroiu 
age. When any penon of this soke incurred the pe- 
' ualty of high treason, he was not executed in the 
anally horrid maimer, hat tied to ■ poit ' in the 
Thamea, during " two ebblngi and two fiowiogt of 
ibe water." Hiis soke, with the gniond on which 
the castle itself itood, forms the present ward. 

In 1418, the eaatla wasbvCDtnearly to thegnnmd, 
■od was rebuilt by tlie good Dake Hnmphrey of 
Gloucester, who appears to hare come into Ibe place 
(tboagh in what manner is not recorded) of the Fiti- 
wal(«r family. At the death and attainder of this 
prince It was made a royal residence by Heaiy the 
^th, and afterwards by the usurper Rlcbard III. 
— In Shakespeare's Tragedy of Bichard the lliird, 
where Oloster sends Budtinghani to Oaiidhall to 
see Ui aspiring suit well urged, and bring the loid 
miy(» and aldermen to him, he says,. " If you tbihe 
well, bring them to iJajniardVcutlB, wheCBjaaihaS 
find me well aceampanied, with rcTerend fathers, and 
well learned bishops." Henry the ScTcntb as- 
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pended cotuidenble minii an file npuiing and bma< 
tiT^g of the cutle, uid freqaenUj lodged here. 
A giwt of it wu kftemcdi mtde by the crown to 
Ibe Ewl of Pembroke, end here, in 1553, the cooncil, 
Dnder the gaidnnce of Ihit nobitmui, uiembled, nut 
ptoclumed Muy of haled memorj, Queen, in op- 
pcnilion to that mildeit and gentlett of uinrpcn, the 
beaaliful but uniartniwte Lady Jane Onj. 

Castie BajDBid wu entirely deatroyed in the great 
Ere of 1666, bnt before that had befWme greatly di- 
lapidated. 

Silling9giiteW>rd,(10)HhU:h" thel«di«iif the 
Britiiii Fiibeiy," a) Addiion bu bamouianily d»- 
ligned them, haveTeodered of such notoriety, bouti of 
baring had for alderman that great laildar, the patri- 
otic and intrepid Bedford. 

Vintry Wud (9) compriaei ■ pait of the north 
bank of the ri*er Ttaamei, where the merchants of 
Sordeanx Amnerly bonded and ioid tb«i winei. 

Dawgale Ward (8) takei ita name fTom dvyr-giM, 
the aDcient water gate, which it by Stowe Bappoied to 
bare been tlie Watling-itreet ferry acroH the Thamea. 
Tiie patriotic Sic Jolin Bamaid wai aJdemian of thi) 

CBndlewick(Daw Cannon )«tiee4, the name of which 
u pieiened in « ward of Ac city (a), wai formeriy 
noch occngned by wax and tallow chandleri, tiadei of 
•oma imporCanoe in London, nnlil the year 154S, 
wbeo, by ordee of Henij VIIL, the bumiog of can- 
dle* in the ehatefa on Caadlenaa' day wu ordered 
to be diacootinned. 

Cordwuner'a Ward(S)deriTes iti title frma Cord* 
wainer'i-itniet, {now Bow-lane), which foiBEiIy «al 
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K gnat niirt for caiiien, shoenukus, ud utlim 
wo^en in leathei. 

Walbrook W*rd, (8) wu M called fram the brook 
whicb inUnected the cilj mil at Dowgatc, and 
flowed into the Tfaamei. 

AldengkteWtTd(8)takeaitaiuuiwfromoiieof the 
oldol gates 6t the cilj, and like that of Bithopigate, 
includea ilteetj and lanpt both within and without the 
walls. 

Cornhill Ward (fi) took its title from the com 
market, formeily held io this street, or rather in the 
Cbarch-jaid of St, Michael's, adjacent to it. 

Aldgale Ward (6) consists of a soke, which was ■ 
origmallj attached to the gate of that came, on the 
east. of tbe cilj. When Matilda, or Maude, the 
queen of Henrj 1., fonnded the prior; of the Holy 
Trimtj, called Christ Chureh, on the ruhiB of which 
tbe preseat St. James's Duke's-place church, 
was erected, she assigned for its support, with tl^ 
consent of the king, her husband, the port and soke 
of Aldgate. The piiors do not appear, however, lo 
haie ever claimed, or been admitted to a place 
anoag the magittiacy of the cilj, On account of this 
soke-manrj ; but having aflerwards obtained a grant 
of iht Kniglittn GuiUf, a laj coiporaUon, uoce bet- 
ter known by the name of Pmixken Word, the prior 
of Christ Church became, in virlae of that knighten 
guilde, an alderman of the city. When be sal or 
lode with the aldermen, he doffed his spiritual habilt- 
ments, and won: tbe costume ofhis lay brethren. Eu- 
itacius, who was prior in 1}64, having same scraples 
■bout tliii occasional diTeililure, appointed Theobald 
Fit* Jonii to be the alderman of Portsoken Ward, 
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nndtu hisi. Itii in alliukni ta tbii dulity of offioe 
Hilt ID the iuiciiptioD o*er the door on the oortt nde 
of Uie chaiioet of BL Juboi Doke'i-plica dmicb, 
" conKviited," u we an told, " to the tUnAung 
the memorie*" of Um worthiei by whom it wu 
eieeted, Ibe {itrith deik (for who «Ua cmld pem 
■1Kb itiuiw t) thm proceedi : 

" And unce I touch indquil; w neii, 

Obteire what notea lemiikable Kppeu ; 

An JliirnnaTi of Londau wu, >t fiiat. 

The Prior of Ihia chnrch ; falling to th' worst, 

Tla new caised b; Ih' encouragement and cue. 

Of a loid major of London, ufiie'iu rara." 

Qaeenbtthe Ward (9) takei its nsme from the bar- 
troai of Queenhithe, which was roinierlj a principal 
place for loading and nnloading goods, and was so 
called, became the castoma pajable there were ai- 
dgiiedbj King John, to Eleuiot bi) qaeen, and lo 
her aBCceiiora in the queenlj dignity, for their own 
■epuate nae. The ground, for a consideiable apace 
aionnd the haiboni, formed a aoke which waa go- 
verned by the queen's bailiAa. In the time of Henry 
III. it came into the hands of Richard, Earl of Com- 
waQ, who conieyed it for an anniuty lo (he nayot 
and commonalty of London. 

Coteman Street Ward (6) is supposed to derive its 
name from a fiunlly of tlie name of Coleman, who 
Be bnried in the chorch of St. Margaret, Lolbbury. 
Stowe and bis continnatoia anppoie the Eral of tbe 
Colemans to hsTe heen a builder ; hut is it not ai 
ptobable that he might have purchased the Alder- 






346 PERCY BISTORIBS. 

nunry, and gina hit name (□ it as WitliBin ftijag- 

doD did to the nardi of Farringdon i 

Foctiokeii Wud (5) i> tiloated bejoad the ancient 
cUj naili, and ii of conudeitbJe leogtb, eitcnding 
from Aldgats to Whitechspel Bui, uid from Biihopi- 
gatetotberiicr. Tbeoripnof Ihe w»rd ofPorlsokra, , 
which lignifies " fratichiie at the gale," ii by Slow* 
auribcd to the age of King Edgar. He relatea, that 
thirteen knighb or loldrers, wfo were vell-beioved hj 
the king tor jetricei Ihey had done, besought frnin 
him, the gnnt of a portion of Jand on the east of the 
dtj, which had been left desolale and fonaken b; 
tlie inhabitants " by reason of loo mnch lertilude," 
with "the libettj of a gnild for ever." The king 
granted their request on condition, " that each knight 
should viclariously accomplish tbiee combats ; one 
above the groand, one under groDcd, and the third ia 
the water; and after this, at a cectua day, in East 
SmiIhGeld, that tliej should run with speara against 
ail comers; all which," adds Stow, " was gloriously 
performed. The king accordingly incorponted the 
knights, by the name of the Etaghttu Giuldt." 
The southern boundary of the ward was fixed in a 
manner as singnlai aa the conditions on which the 
whole was granted ; it was to extend aa far into the 
Thames as a itoneman, riding into the rirer at law wa- 
ter, could throw hia apear. This grant of Edgar to the 
knights, was confirmed by Edward the Confessor, . 
and afterward], by William Rofui, and Heniy the 
First. Daring the reign of the latter monarch, in 
1115, the brethren of this guild, who were then called 
" Burgesiea of London," gave the entire Solce and its 
a to the chnrch of the Holy Trinity, 
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within Aldgate; ind Ihe whale poMewon* of tha 
guild were ifteivuda bj rojal ohutcF confiimed to 
Ihe brotheiliaod of that chojch, tbs Fiior of wUch 
wa« iniested with gnat crremoaj', and allowed . to 
goTera the ward, end exercise the duties «nd p«t. 
ticipote in the honDun of hd aideimui of LondoD. 
Since (he suppr^gim of the monasteriet, however, 
the ward of Portsokfn hai had a Uj gofemor, in the 
penon of its alderman. . . 

Lime-slteet ward, (4) though witlioDt a cfaaich, oi 
a complete street, runs tbroagb leieral parishes. It 
is so small, and used to be thooght of ■□ little ac- 
coant. though now the seat of as mucb wealth as any 
ward otthecitj, that, in 1371, when the city waias- 
^ued in 6351. lit. for the war in France, the propor- 
tion required from Ijne-street ward, was only thirty- 
four ihiltings. It is generally laid to hare derired 
Iti name from being a place for " the making and 
■elling of finuj" but the conjeoure, wo suspeclyhas 
'no other authraity than Ihe identity of the name. 
The circumslance of the ward's running straggUngly 
throngh so many patiibea, is oppoMd to such an ori- 
gin ; besides, lime was not a commodity in such ge- 
neral use Sre centuries ago, as to give a name to a 
nurket. Jifay tite ward not bate had u sylvan a 
pvontage as tlic village of Limihimit, which is a cor- 
ruption of Limthatit, (he Saion term far a grove of 
fine treet ? ll is not more unlikely, that the manor 
of Leadenfaall, which by duefly m Ihb waid, should 
of old bave boastedof its limes, than that that present 
sink of £llh and wretchedness, FetUcoat-lane, should 
once have been, as thus described by Stone ; with 
" hedge tows and elm trees on both sides," and 
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•led to bars bonwa dwic for the uc." 

Buauhn* Wud u \ba millat ward In tb« atj; 
It! lume ia ■ corraptioD of Banngn-iiaMgk or hall, ■ 
targe muuioo, fonierly belonging to the Basioga, a 
AuiUt. ai Stowe auarea ni, of " gral aotiquitj and 
Known." In tberngn of Edwan) IIL, BaiingbaB 
became the Tetidonce of Thomai Bakevell, who gaTC 
itbii name ) and in the ancceeding reign, it wu pai- 
chMed by the citj, together with anolher boiue, (wo 
tfaopi, two gudeni, and other appartenaBCea in the 
adjoining piriibei of St. laaience and St. Michad, 
lor the naall aooi of fifty pannd]. It wai oonvcrled 
bj the city, into an eiclnine mailel for the sale of 
woollen cJoth, under Uie name of • BUckwell-Ji^' 
and its piirileges lecmcd by Kvere penaltiea. The 
whole of Bauiihaw Watd it comprised in (he two 
piecincli of Buinghall-Bbeet. 

Bridge Waid witboat, inchidea the prioinpal pMt 
of (he boToogh and liberties of SoaDiwaric, and a 
much larger popolatiou than any of the otbei watdi ; 
{(gives alio the title of " FalhettD die Ci^," to the 
■Idemuai who rolei oier it ; and yet it is totally Dn> 
repiennted in the court of commoD csvocil. Soutb- 
wark, ■llbough >o long annouj to London, faai arret 
been incorporated with it ; ita civil govemment h on- 
nagtd by a bailiff appmnled by IhecointDf oaymnd 
aldermen, and the office of alderman being a oeie 
titular sinecure, it alwayi^ven to the lenior alderman 
of tbe city, ai the beat entitled to enjoy tbe atimt 
tut* difftUatt. 






The couiCof lord major and aidecmea, beside! 
JDg the power of appoiulbg the recorder and s< 
other cilj officers, and mspendiag them for mi 
duct, possesses also a considerable portion of t) 
eculive anthoiity, for b; this court all teaaei 
Otber instruments that pass thecitj' seal are executed. 

Tbe court of aldermen is not an open con 
its proceedings on political questions, or any 
of general interest, iuvariabl; Iranspiie ; ai 
deed, while tiie press possesses as il does at present 
ibe eyes of Argas, witb tbe bands and beads a 
Briareus, it is difbcult to conceal bdj subject of im 
poctance From Ibe pub]ic-> 



According to the inilitntions of Alfred, tlie Serifs 
tbrooghoat-the whole kingdom were elected annuallj 
by ttie communiij' ai large ; in the connties by the 
frecbolden ; and in London bj the citiceus, withont 
distiuction. This privilege is said by most historians 
tt>h>i>e prevailed " generally (ill the corrapl and ar- 
bitrary reign of Sdward'tbe Second, when, amung 
other means of increaang the influence of tbe court, 
Ibe light of electuig to this oSice was taken frum tbe 
people, and vested in the lord cbancellot, tlie lord 
lreasurer,and the judges." (Lctler to iA<Lrwj/, 1806.) 
— It is certain, howeier, that long before this pe- 
riod, the priiklege bad been very comnionly usurped 
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by Uw crown. Tht ERcbolden o( MMdIcaei, fat 
eiunple, wen arbitnirilj d^ted of tMr ri^t a£ 
■ppointing thai own iheiiff, when Henrj the Knt 
InnWemd it in perpMuit; to the corpoimtion of 
London I (wee AnneuitioD of the iheriSaltj of MM- 
dlnei i) uid the citiieiu of London IhemBeWei pud 
to King SUpben one hondred muk* of ailrer, for (be 
riglit of nominnting the iheriffi foi the citj aad coon- 
tj of Londoni R fact which neceuarily implies, that 
diMt iiH^t had lieen previoaiLy reinmed by the crown. 
When the more genenJ luuipition of Edward the 
Second took place, the shcrifialtiei of London and 
Uiddleiei were ttie only ones eiemplcd, from the 
greater teipect [wobabl;, which is bat too conuaoidj 
paid to righti boaght with money, tlun to othrai 
fonnded in mere leaion and justice. 

For a eoniidenble time, the right of TDtIng foi 
■heriff lemaiiied, aa at Got, with tlie genera] body of 
dieciliieni; bat thii, we are told, wai found to be 
too fnqnendy attended with " tamalt, diatorbanco, 
•nd aproarb" The oonrae of election did not, we 
dare Bay, ran quite so amoolh, a* mayora and aMch 
men, desirous of luTing eveiy thing tbeii own way, 
migbt desire. A change to a more comfoilable aider 
of Ihiagg was desired, and as an apology for lafiing- 
TDg the popular privilege, hud names were given to 
what waa moat probably only a fair and wbolesome 
elerdte of the elective franchise. The mayor began 
accordingly with inmiBoiiing to (be meeting (dt the 
dectioa of abeiiffs, only a few of the '■ wealdiiest" 
■^ " discteetest" men ont of each ward j " aome* 
thnesmore, aonetimei bus." This tdect nnmbet, he 
WM pleased to style '■ the commowlty," and with 
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tbeir UKnl, md that of hii biotbef >ldeniicii, be 
aominaled whom bs pleued to be sheii&s. Tht 
citiieiii nude *evenJ *tlenipb to bieik in upon tbb 
■nng raoda of muiRgeiDeDt ; bat the niRgiilnitei being 
eounlenaneed and aupported b; the court, were ea- 
abled to penevere in il through lerar^ i« 
fint, the Dumb^ of leleet citi 
each ward wu only two ; but in ttp 6lh of Edward - 
II. we End, that it hud been locreaied to twelve. 
Thii ineiease led, howerer, to tome apprehenuoua for 
tbe itabililj of the system, and the number was agun 
reducad in most of tbe wardi; Id some to ten aod 
•l^t, asd in the smallei waidi to six. 

The commonalty of London hating at length fooBd 
htonr at cooit, by the tenicet which they rendered 
in elsTating Edward IV. to tbo throne, Ibat monoieli 
■0 far Tettored the election of abenSk to its ancient 
footing, at to direct that it ibonld in futare be felted 
in the mayor, aldermen, oomnon coqdcU, and Ktery- 
mea of the dlfleient companie*; and thus it luu le- 
mained to the present day. AmeiefreemanofLondoB 
ia saeloded from <oting ; he must hiTe taken up hb 
Urery to be entitled to the privilege. An oasne- 
cmlbl effort wu made, in tlie time of the common' 
wealth, to bavs the election thrown open to all ftae- 
lun ; but tbe limitation appcan erer lince to bate 
bad the sanction of popular approballon. The cI«o- 
lian, as it turn standi, is certainly on a broad enoo^ 
basil, for every niefnl purpose. When seven or inght 
tbousand resident liiarymen can be polled at a dia- 
pnlad election, the addition of one or two thousand 
voles of mere freemen might oftener endanger than 
snengtben the popnlai side of a questiim. 
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After tite DUjore IukI been thni depiired of the 
■bBolute ^tpirintiDeiil of the iherifii, (he ciliiem al- 
lowed them, out of courteay, to nonuDate ooe of the 
dieiiffa, leterriiig to Ibenuelves, however, the rigl 
i4 confiimiDg or DegatiriDg that uomtnadon. Th 
GOQiequencei to which thia practice led, fuinijh 
■triking ciample of ibe danger atteoding the smallei 
coDceisioni of right, in matteri of thia impoitaiiEi 
So far did the citizeas carry this coiirteaj of theira, 
that fiom the dajiofEdward the Fourth, to Ibe year 
164rl, they appear never once to have rejected the 
aheriff nominated, or, u the fajhian waa, drank to, at 
■ome previona dly f«at, by the lord mayor for the 
time being. 

HughaOD and some other writers aay, that Ibe 
fint instance of the mayor's drinking to a new sheriff 
occarred in 1585, when Sir Edward Oibome, at 
a dinner at Habeidaaher's Hall, diank to Mr. Al- 
derman Maiham, ai aheriff for the year enining ; 
but we have met with an instance of the game kind 
nearly half a century older, and a veij singular one 
it u. In 148T, Sit Henry Collet, who »aa mayor 
foi <bal year, while seated at his.own tabJe, and un- 
der a certain generous infiaence we presume, took i 
.cup of wine, and taming to his carver who was wut- 
ing on him, stindiug and uncoiered, draaic to him ai 
sheria' of London for the following year ! " And now, 
Mr. Sheriff elect, put on your hat and sit down.' 
The lucky carver did as commanded, and not only 
■erved the office of sheriff, but roie io 1498 to be Six 
John Perceval, knight, and lord mayor of London. 

From so invariably approving for so long a period of 
the mayor's nomination, it ii not surprising that it 
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Aonld at ]*9t hiiTe b«en coii>id«Fed u a msttei of 
coane, that tbo p«raoD dmnk to bj bli loidahip ibonid 
be one of the •heriSi. So nocb wu AU ttie case, 
that la Iba time of Queeo Eliiabetb, there are in- 
■laiKta of the main's Eominee ligDiDg the nsnU 
bonds to hold the oike before he nas conGimed by 
Aa Kmj, and at another time paying the fine tot 
reiiual befiire ha wu abaolntely cotata of beiog 

Wbcm at length, howerer, the epta attempt of 
Cbarle* the Pinrt lo eataUiah deipotiim In the codntry, 
made it of impoitaiice (o ibnt np e*ery avaniia to 
BSdna laSacDca, flie dtiicDa ihewed that the; had not 
futgottes, A«t tbe right of rejecUngthe nomination 
of the majdi was one wbic^ tbey might ititl exeidse. 
From lfi41 to 1663, they uniformly rejected the 
ptnra Dominated by the mayor, and appointed two 
iberifi of their own selection ; an extent of interrapdon 
to Ibe moce ancient oMge, qaite anffielenl to sfaow 
Uiat it rested on no cirim of ligfat. 

The reitoratioD hanng braagbt for a time conrteiy 
agabi Into fkihion, the lord mayor'i nominee) were 
(^ DHmy years, widi bnt one exception, conHnned by 
tbeltveiy. 

On Hm nnaTaffing attempt which tbe citiiens made 
about 1680, to (AteA Oie anogince and revenge of 
Ike leMored dynwty j—wben rictims began (o be 
marked ont, and jariei packed to condemn them i~ 
KCOOTse wai again had to Ibe right of negativing the 
■aayor'i nominadoD, In order to keep pare the foun- 
tain* of jiu&e, by tbe appointment of honest and 
IndapoDdent ■herfBs. It b now that we see idore 
particolarly mufced, fheimpiopiiely of eenetiing any 
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thing in > mittcr of thi> sort — of atlowiDg the majois 

to hHe torn the tiberti/ tf lumiiuitiM. 

In 1660, Ibe citiieoa njeeled (be Dominee of the 
laid nujDi, iLoA thoK SJingabj Belbel and the un- 
foitonate AldcniUD ConuBh as sherifTi, both of ttaem 
penoo* diitukguiahed for Iheii opposition (o the conit. 
Were we to isy tbkt ihaj were distinguiihed bj mim- 
ikmg mon tbui appoulion In the couit— that 19, thu 
■ proper ud laudable oppoiution to it ; we abnnid,' 
perhapi, be sajiog no more than tmlh reqniiei from 
the pen of hiiloi^. Itwaa during thfir ahrjiffailj that 
Loid StatTord Has coDdenmed to the block, fbi hn 
supposed share in IhE popish plot ^ and the sentence oi--' 
dered to be executed with all those hoirid aggnrt- 
tioni, the ilaiu of which it remuned to the preaent 
age to lemove from the sUtule book. The king 
thought Gt to cDininute the sentencB into behtading 
mertlr/ ; the sheriffs Bethel and Caniish protested 
against the right of the king to order anj socb 
mUigatum of the sentence ; and it was not till the. 
bouse of common) bad declared that tbej would 
be " content" with the head of their victim, that the 
iheriSs yielded the point. We have no desire, by 
the mention of this circamstance, to lessen in the least 
the deteatatiou in wficb the subsequent conduct of 
the court towards Alderman Cornish lo justly deaerres 
' to be held. The annals of (yianny contain acaicdy 
any thing more barbarous, than the execntian of this 
unfortunate gentleman, at his own door, and in pre- 
sence (if present they could be) of his own wife and 
family — (See p. 314.) History, bowerer, has bat to 
be true in all things, and eren in tfae most reTOlling 
events the finger of providence may be traced. 
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Tlie reader maj pertaapi Temember, nbil nu so 
viell asid bj Loid Barl^gh, «l > Jebate in Qneen 
Elizabeth's coniidl, where the bot-beaded Esaei wu 
ODiitendiag for UDremittiDg boalililj aguoit Spidn', 
Follhig ont a piajei-baofc from hia pocket, be read 
from it tiiese worda ; " Men of biood witl not Uve out 
halfthar doyt," 

, At Midiammer, in Ibe (oikmidg jear, (1681) tbe 
dtiieiu ebon for tbe new aberiSs, tvo other peiaona 
equally obnoiiona to tlie cooit, PilkJngloa Bud Shate. 
Oppoaed in a different aenae hmeter to (be kiDg, 
the J sarcd from tbe seaffaid, instead of seekiag to add 
to its horroia. Hie grand jnr; being not packed a* 
heretoioTe, ijRiiraiJtbe bill which was tendered againat 
theEaii of Sbafteabuty, and Uiisrespectabte nobleman 
woa Ihaa laved from the vengeance of tbe coorL 
■ The coDit pail; baring, in ^ie interval between tbe 
eteclion of Ibeaa sherift, and tlie election of mayor, 
mosteied in unnsoal strengtb, they ancceeded in rui^ 
ing to the mayoialty Sir John Moore, an indindnal, 
whom Barnet ba* veil described aa a " flexible and 
fainl-bearted man, lo abarpened by oppostion, (hat 
he became in all things compliant to the coQtt, par- 
Uialarly lo the aecretary, Jenkins, who took him into 
his own managemenL" llie new msyor inrited the 
king to dine at Guildhall, on the day of bis instilla- 
tion, and tbe invitation was accepted, with this ei- 
presi qaalificAtion, that hia majeatj did ao, '* aotwith* 
atanding it was bronghl by meisengers so unwelcome 
u diete two aberiffs are." (Filkington and Sbate.) 

Tbe dtj having now for mayor a person ao com- 
pletely under Mr. Secretary Jenkini'i management, 
it wai (nolved to puih the old oaaga about tlie nomi- 
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lulionof iheriffitoitiulioatlpouibtecileBt. "WleD 
tlie day came," nji Boniet, wba relalu Ae facts iritb 
gresl inqMitialilj, " in oluch the tatjot med to dtink 
to one, and to maA him oM fbt aberiff, he diauk to 
Narib, a nwrchaiit, that rni bnlhtr to tilt elutf jut- 
ti«. UpoD tiut, it wu pfCteitded that thii ceraDonj 
wu not ■ bait nominatioD which the connDOD hall 
Bight ncsire 6r nla*t aa lltej bad a mind to if ; 
but ^l thi* atade the AaiSt, and that the comm<« 
hall wai boBod to receiTe aikd con6tm him in coane, 
ai the iitng did the mayor. On tite other band, it 
wai ilid, that the right ml to be detenoined by the 
charter, wludi granted the election of ^leiif ■ to the 
(Atiieiis of London ; and that, nbataoeier cuatoms liad 
crept among them, tlie right itiil laj wlma the chu- 
let had lodged it, among the dtlKnt. Bnt the conil 
were reiolTed to cany this pomt ; and tbejr fonnd 
orders ttmt bad been made is the city, coDceiti> 
log tiiii particular, nbich gave lome cokiui to thii 
pretenaion of the mayor'a. So he claimed it on 
Ididsnmmer-day, and aaid, the common-hall nere to 
go and elect one aheriff, and to eonf rm the cth«r that 
had been declared by him. Tbe hall on Hn oAu 
hand aiddi dial ths right of cbooalng both waa ia 
tbom. The old shisifli (Filkiagton and Shnte) pot 
it, according to coatom, to a poll ; and it waa ilstble, 
tbe mncb greatei nmuber ma againat tbe lord mayor. 
The iheri^ were always understood to be Qw officers 
of that coDit : >o the adjonining it betooged to them : 
yet Uie mayor adjonmed tbe conil, which, they aid, 
he had no power to 4o, *nd went on with the polL 
Iliere wu no dlioider in the Whole progreu of the 
matter, If that wu not to be -called one, that they 
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ptoceeded nfler tba majoi lud adjanrued Ibe pell. 
But though the mijot's paity carried Uiemielvej with 
groat insolence lo the olher p«itj, jel thej sboweil 
on this occasion more lempeiance than coutd baie 
beeu eipecled fnin M great a body, who though! 
their right* were now invaded. The m«yor upon thii 
reaolved to take aoothei poll, Id which none should 
be admitted bat tboM who vera cantented to vole 
oal; for one, and lo approve his nomination of the 
other. And it wasieuilved, that ifii poll should be 
that by which the buuneia shonld be seltled ; and 
tho' the sheriS's poll exceeded hit bj muij hundridi, 
jel order was girsn to return those on the major'i 
poU, aad that the; should be sworn, and lo those of 
the sheriff's poll should be left to find their remedy 
by law, wherever Ihry could tind it Bm, nbo was 
chosen by the mayor's paiCy, and joioed (o Ntirth, 
had no mind to serve npon so doubtful an eleclion, 
where so many adioiu would lie if it was adjndged 
against them at law : and he could not be persuaded 
to hold it* So it was necessary to call a new com- 
mon-hall, and to proceed to a new election : and 
then, without any pcoelantation made as was usual, 
OIK in a corner, near the m«yor, named Rich, and 
about 30 more applanded it 1 those in the hall, that 
was fnlJ of people and of noise, bearing nothing of 
it. Upon this it was said, that Rinh was chosen 
without coDlradiction, and so North and Rich wue 
returned and sworn sheriffs for (he ensuing year. 
The violence and the injastice with which this matter 
was managed, ihened that the court was resolied to 
cany thai point at any rate. And this gave great 
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OB foot, fw Khich it wu oecenuj, in Ib«6ntpbce, 

ts bt (un iffasioitrabltjiiinti." 

Tbe court vu odI even utiaCed vitb thiu forcibly 
depriving the citizeni of the ■ppointment of their 
iheriSi ; forwtth siagulai wuitonDeu thej proiecDteii 
J^lkiogtoD and Shote, uid twelie ddermeu and prin- 
cipal citiiou, of the popolu partf , tat oppoiing the 
niorpilJaD of the mayor ; and having new jariea, » 
well (U jndgea, at theii conmUBd, bad them con- 
demned in large fines. Thomas PapUlon, who wai 
one of the two penoni elected b; tbe majority of Ihe 
lively in oppoaition to tlie mayoi, having caoaed a 
writ lo be executed on the lord mayor, for bis false 
letoin, was alio broogbt to trial for bis pieioBiption, 
before the infamoni Jefinei, and condemned to pay 
a fine <A 10,0001, to eacape exaction of which, he Bed 
to tbe continent, and remained in exile dll the levo- 

One of the earlieat viccinu lo this new mode of 
appointiDg iherlGi wib tbe iUuetriooa Rniiel, who 
ohiiTVBd, in his dying moments on the scaffold, 
'■ that from tbe lime of electiDg sbeiifiB, ba condoded 
tbe beat in that matter would piodace aoniBtliing ex- 
traordinary, and «a> not moch lOtpRied to find il fiiU 
upon bim." 

The livery recovered entirely tlK right of election 
at tbe revolution, Not long alter, indeed, Sir Jolm 
PanoDi, wbo was meyoi in 1704, revived tlie custom 
of nominating persoas for tlie ap^bation of tbe li- 
very, and ever since, the election of sherifli baa been 
thus conducted ; but so abundantly qnalifiod ia tiie 
poiver noiv conceded to tbe mayor, that the eteiciae 
of il lias became allogelbei baimleis. Hii iMdakip 
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•tBrily DoadutM Dot len thui fonitem reipectable 
dliieni for the offer of ilwriSi ; bat the li*«ry ate 
not bonnd to approre of one of Ihcm, ud btre often 
iqipiNDted otben of ttuor own aelectkin. 

Ad; person being a, freaaan of LoBdmi ig eligible 
to tiie office ; and nboem U elected ii boaiid to aerre, 
nnlen be cia swear tfast he is not worth 15,0001. 
The p«nall^ for lefnul ue 400L to be pud inio flie 
ti^chtuabn, ud 131. Gt. Sd. to the minuten of the 
dty prijoai. A dtiiea, Biltei jM^ment of these fines, 
is eienipled tor Uuee ;e«is ; but an ildeimait odIj 
fin one i no penoo, however, after being once dnuik 
(o b J the lord major, can be dinnk to' again bj any 
inbaeqaeot mayor, unless be becomes an alderinui. 
Whoever serres is obliged to give ■ bond to the cot- 
poralion for 10001, 

. Although many pay the forl^t rather than lent 
the office, yet it is ■oineliBies contested for, in which 
ease the poll is lield at GnildbaJI, and a<^oumed from 
day to day in the same mumet as in etectioni for 
nemheti of parliament. 

Tb« electioD of sheriffs lakes place aonaally on 
Midsnmmer day, and they come into office at Michael* 
mas. - When chosen, tlwy are sworn into office at 
Ooildhall, and two days afteiwsids in the court of 
eicbeqaet at Westminster ball, a ceremony which, 
thoni^ much tidicnled on aecount of the supposed 
test of the sheriCs talents in counting hdmaiU and 
tbappiBg if itida, is solemn and impreuiTe. 

The services here alluded to are of teadai origin } 
and ate tendeied by the corporatian in generd, anil 
Dot IndividDally by the sheriA, though done at the 
tine of their being snom into office. In the year 
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1S35, Hfdi; III. made ■ gnot of k piece of gioimd 
b the parish of St. Ctrment'i Dunn, in the Stnnd, 
lo Walter le Bmin, > brrier, for the pnipose of erect- 
ing H forge on it, on condition of hja rendering an- 
nuiJIy to the eiclieq<Kr a quit rent of lix horje shoe* 
wilb the nails bekiDging to tbeni. This gronnd cime 
afterwards inta poiMuion of tbe city, vliicli had of 
courts ta perform the atipuJnted senice for it. Tbe 
ntiul proceis now ii this ; ithen the sheriffs are in 
■UeDdancQ at the eicheqaer to be sworn, tbe 
owntn ot the land ate culled la do tbeir suit aod ler- 
•iee, Ithen an officet of the coatt, in the presence of 
the lenior alderman, prodaees lii hunt ihoa owl 
titigont hebnaib. which be connts oier in form hrfoie 
the carsiloi l>aron, who on this occulon is the immiv 
diate lepresentatJTeof the >Q«ereiga> 

Tbe diopping of ititla originated in a umilar man- 
ner. The tenants of a manor in Sbropihire. held bj 
the citj uf London, are called apon to do tbeir ser- 
vice, when the senior alderman below the chair steps 
forward and chops a single stick, in token of its having 
ikeen customary for the tenants of that manor to tap- 
pty their lord with foel. 

Tbe duties of the iherifis are mnlliraiiDns ; they 
hare to serve tbe king's writs of piocas ; and, in this, 
are armed with sach anthori^, Ibatwhere the king is 
ps[(j they may break open doon, or imlile honses, in 
order lo obtain admillaoce, if it be denied. It ii 
also the theriSs' duty to impannet or summon juries 
composed of men of " honest repute and of good 
ability, to connder of and deliver their verdicts ac- 
cordmg to jnsHce and the merits of flie cause i" to 
attend the judges on all commissions of oyer and 
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teimlner and goal deliTerjr ; to levy and pij into tbe 
exchequer aJI fines to tlie crown ; to nuae the pime 
armUatui ot pmrex of the connlj incssea ofriat, when 
erei; person called upon b; file iheiiff, above tbe 
age of fifteen, is aabjecl to fine and impiisonmcnt if 
be refmei to eompl; vn& tbe sumnons; to attend 
on the lord major, on all stale occasions, and to dit- 
cb&rge the orden of the court of common conocil, in . 
■11 cases of petitioB to parliaoten^ and of addten. or 
even Temmttmna, tn his majeslj. Tho most painful 
part of the office of sheriff is, thai of seeing criminala 
eieculed, and in a. melropolEs so lu-ge u LondoD, it 
it a dutj tbe; are frequently called on to perform. 

In the eiecation of writs and precesiei, sammoning 
juries, lie., the sheriffs delegate their tnist In Ibe 
city, this duty is peifoinied by two offieen, called te- 
Condaries, who purchase their appDinlmeiita from Ibe 
(»rpoTatioD, and are perminent nnder-sheri& In 
Ibe coonty, in which depaitment alone bctweea 
twenty and thirty Iboasand writs ace ennnaUy Issued, 
tiie sheriffs appoint tbdr own deputy or nnder- 
ilieiiff, and have besides a cootidnable number of 
bailiffs or officers, who give security to s large amount 
lot tbe faitbAil discharge of their office. 

In ail elections of members of parliament, either 
for the city of London or the county of Middlesex, 
the sbeiiffi to nbom tbe writs are directed, are the 
letnming officers ; tliey convene the voters, preside at 
tiie poll, and adjourn it from day to day as they 
deem expedient. Tbeir power, in this respect, does 
not however extend to the city of Westminsler. 

Formerly, sheriffs were disqualified from being 
members of parliament ; hut this gave the crown a 
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pDwervbich bu wmrtlnKs b«n randeied aubvenlve 
of libot;. The Teratance made b; Sir Edward Coke, 
SiiBobertPbillipt, uid Sir Tbamu Weatworth, to 
the u-bitnr; nfeaiuies of Cbaites I., induci^ thU 
monarch, prtiions (o the new parliament uf 1613, 
to mike them Bberiffi of Bocki, SoineneUliire, aDil 
Yorkihiie, iihich, at tliat time, prevented (hem from 
silting in paiiiament. SirEdwud Cake howerer atill 
thHaited the cnmn, for, on t>eing called npon to Ik 
■irom into office, he objected to the folloning pari of 
the oBth that wu tendered to him, ■' You shaU do all 
yoni pun and diligence to deitro;, and malie to 
cease, a!l manner of hcreiies and eiron, comnionlj 
called ■ Lotlsrdic!,' within jour bailiwick, from time 
to time, and aaiiit all oidinariei and commiiaioners 

at yon ihall be rewarded." Id eoniequence of the 
refusal of Sii Edoaid to take thi> uath, it was nol 
onlj dispensed with at the Ume, but ever afterwardi 
omitted in the swearing-in of sheriffs. 

On the revolution of 1G88, the law which prevented 
sheriffs from sitting in parliament wu modified, aod 
by an act passed in the 5th of William and Mary, it 
wu declared, that sheiiSs, mayors, and bailiffs of 
ijoranghs are only disqualified in tbeir respective juris- 
dictions, as t>eing retuming officers. Thus, though a 
sheriff of London cannot represent London or Mid- 
dlesei during the time be is in office, yet he may be 
elected for any other place. 

If ejthet of the sheriffs dies, while inoffice, the sur- 
vivor cannot act till uiDtbcr is chosen. 
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The recoidu of the cit; of London is appointed 
b;^ the Jord mayor and aldermen for lift. The'quati- 
fieitiona declared in the ci^ baoka, lo be essential 
to Ibe office are, Ibat " be sballbe, as he is nonl la 
be, one of Ibe most ^Uful and virloons apprentices of 
the law of the nhole kingdom : a chief man, eDdaed 
nitii niidDm and emineal for eloquence." 

That theie qualiGcations iiave been tealiied iu 
manj of the lawyeis rai»d to the dignity, will not 
ba doubted, vhen we mention, that, on the lilt of 
Rfcoiders of London, we meet nith lucfa uameB as 
Coke, and Dttleton, and Holt, and Moulague ; but 
that the; vere not all " viiluous" ii equally certain, 
lor Jeffria once filled Che office. 

The recorder i> the fint law officer of the ci^, 
chief councillor to the magistmcy ; himself, a jnstice. 
of peace far the city, and one in all cominiuioni 
of oyer and terminer. When on Ibe bencb, be 
deliien the sentences of the court ; be also readi 
the addresiea of the city to the king, and report! 
to hi) majesty, after each sesiionof the Old Bdley, 
the nnmber of persona capitally convicted. In point 
of rank, he takei the precedence of all aldermen who 
bmTe not passed the civic chair. 

A lingnlar instance of the difference in the laloe 
of money, and the latariei of public officers, is ex- 
hibited in the pay of the recorder. In the reign of 
£dward I., it was " only ten pounda, aletling, by the 
yetXt" and " twenty-pence for each charter written, 
and each testament enrolled." It was afteiwardt 






9S4 PBRCV aiSTORlBI. 

nkcd to one tiDDdKd aaib, ind hu lince gndndlj 
■diuiced to hi iifEWDt tibeni aUomnce of two ibou- 
taod fire hnndred pounds ■ jeu. 

THE CHAMBERLAIN. 

Hm nwjot of tb« eltj wu otigiuall; chamberiuii 
■■d ttw office Mt held of the crown. In 1Z04, 
the li^t of appointing to the cbambctUbahip wu 
piirrhMnrl from the ennra ; tad the office becuiw 
•TCT afkel dutinct from that of nujor. 

The chamberlun laaki neit to the ncorder in lb« 
wdeiofpitcedeBCa; he ii the dty ttMioier, and la- 
•elTca all (he money betonj^g to Uie corpoistioa j 
In baa aUo (be charge of dt ita bondi aad accniitki. 
The chamberiain u nniall; lelecled ftom (Bch al- 
dennen ai ban paued (he chair. Tlie liieij ham 
the ^ipointment of the i^ce; but, &u«gb Ae 
dkambeiUn ii ansDaU^r cboaen on Iindsammei-<U;, 
jet be generally centinno to faotd hit iltnafion 
doling lUe. 

, THE COUHOir COUNCIL. 

The oiij^ of the common conndl hu been pMIIy 
developed in tracing the history of the aheriSB. The 
cnalom of nimmoniDg certain of the diicieeter and 
wealthier men of each ward, ai representatina of the 
commonaltj, which wat at Gut loneptilioiiil; mtro- 
duced for ^e purpose of reslrictiog the right of elect- 
ing the 4ierin, wai afterwards oontinaed for better 
pnipoeei in the eilabHshment of tbal body, known 
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bj IliB HUBS of (be common council. Hoaerei ex- 
pcdlcot it migbt be, that the vhote bod; of tlie cid- 
aenaihonld bceosTcnedforUie election of tfadi pdii< 
dpal nu^tntes, the majni, ibedflii, chunberldn, 
&e^ and on otbec eitnordimr; occaiioiu, tot tbt ma- 
rifrtt^itinn of the geaenl will, it wu obrioBslj not 
of equl eipfldience, that llicj ilaoDkl meet oa ererj 
OMtta of oidiBUj ooDcnD, in the adminiitnliDn of 
dM chy affain. For tbe mat leaKnu that T^>re*en- 
tatira bodiei are of convenience and utility among 
BadoBt, a common council or coaikeij af reprasenta- 
tins became adTigable ammg the cMnni of Lon- 

Foi a eonddemble time file mayo* oontkRied, ai at 
flnt, to sammon whom lliey pleaied to be of thii 
conncili eierciiing in thii leipect a puner very aimi- 
lal to that asclenUy aMumed by tbe oown with 
Mapoct to meraben of putiametU, Tbe cdohwd 
conncili in £ut, fbiroed aa estaUHhcd bnutch of Ibo 
dly'i autitutioni, long befoie llie ciliwDl awoke to a 
eone of the right which they aeeeiauiJy fioweued to 
tbe BDniiaalioa of lltcii own lepreteetatim. By an 
act of eonncil of (fae «lh October, 169t, it saideclar- 
ad, "that it is, and anciently hath been, tbe r^JU and 
jaipi'iiga of tbe freenoi of Ibe aud city, taly bdug 
haniohnUm l»yuig scot and bearing tot, and of 
Moeo^ertabatMeveiin thdi Mrend and ie>pectu« 
KSidj, from time to time, ai oftien aa there wu or 
■hanM be occaMoa to nominate aldetoMti and «kct 
OOHBOB coNncilioen foi the laoM laipecUTe waida ;" 
bat it ii Bot affiimed, fbi that woold bare been to 
^rai whM KM oooMiy to Ibe bet, thai tbe ligtt aod 
«i^ bad bc«a the fame. Nalber UilotlbauA- 

TOl. 1.] * * 
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10 tare now Itae privilege of tc 



When Ibe right of electing the commoD conncilmea 
tboi teierted to (In beemen of Ibe different wardi, 
the rale wbicii the ouyon hid lut obierred with re- 
aped to tbe Dumbet mmmoned fram each, and which, 
ai we hare before Ken, bad ume regard lolhEirrela- 
tiTe population, appear) to hare been adhered to 
wilh bat few TariatiODb The nnaber i> at preteut 
£ird at two bundled and Ihirtj-Bii for Ibe whole of 
the wardi; in lt09 it wai but thiity-two. Faiiing- 
dou nithin, which retonu tbe laigeil number, bai 
■evenleeD repreaeotalivei ; lime-atreet and Bauiihaw 
but four. 

Tbe office of conunon couiicil ii Bnou*], and in- 
Blancei of remorol are not unfrequent. The election 
for each ward tahei pbca on St. Tbomai's day ; the 
aldeimui i> preuding officer, decidea on the recepliaD 
of ditpated toles, and declare! the return. 

The repreieiiUtiiei of tlie wardi being oailed to 
the lord mayor and ildennen, conititate what ia.caljed 
tht Court rf CiMMWin niunctJ. 

The powen of thii court are eKleoiiTe. It hai tbe 
entire diapoial of tiw funds of the corporation ; makes 
what bje lawt it thinks neceuar; for the better regn- 
hition of ita concemt ; and poiKsiei the right of uo- 
minatioa to aeveral of (be aabordinale citj offices. 

Ithai no itated periods of mee^g, but is conTcned 
bj the liHid mayor whencrei be aeea occasion. Any 
nundxi of the memben maj require his lotdshjp to 
call the cooncil together for sddK special purpose ; 
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bat thoDgh a icqniaitioii, mpectablj aigned, ij leldom 
Tefiued, the major ii not bound la obej it, thonld be 
diink hii acquieKeace in tbe meature at all inju- 
rious to tbe inleiesta committed to bis supciiatend- 

Tfae lentimenta of tbe common coandl on public 
qoeglions kie gcaenlllj *eiy mncb in haimonj wilb 
tbose of tbeirconitituenti; bat, lilie otber tepreiCDta- 
tiie bodies, the; hare thougbtat times rery differently. 
Id 1796, for eumple, tbe liier; in common ball, in. 
itnicled tbeir represeDtatirei in parliament )□ rote 
" a eenturt upon nunisters for sending money lo tbe 
Empeioi of Gennanj, during the sitting and wjtfaont 
tbe consent of the pacllatneut ;" wbile a few days 
after, tbeir representatives In tbe common council met, 
and retailed, " that tbe pecuniaiy aid so fumisbed 
to tbe emperor, bad been produc^e of great adian- 
tage to Great Britun, and giiwna dectiJcdiind^iinnir- 
aMelumtotAs tffar.'/" Sncb collisions are nnseeml j, 
and vben tbe; originate on tbe part of tbe common 
coundl, as in tbe present instance, aie not fiee from 
the charge of iadiicreetneis. The propriety of being 
boDod b; tbe instruclions of constitoent), is a point 
on vhich those who eir either way in judgiog, trill 
err witb many wise and good ; bat when a body of 
rBptesentatiies gtatoltously opf>Dse themselves to the 
seatiments and wishes of their electors, for mere op. 
poution's sake, and not in the necessary discharge of 
any part of their represenlalive dntj, we should ima- 
^riB that there can be but one opinion as to tbe want of 
genaine coosUlaliooal feeling which tbeir conduct be- 

«v.. 
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COMMON SERGEANT. 

The common wrgMnt it the wcood l*w officer In 
(ha alj, nd t^iti tbc iccaidci In ill leg«] quo- 
ticnD, effecting iti interests; bcaboKtsina jndicul 
captdlji uan unatent to the ncordei, to wboie 
office his own is gnenll^ piobillonaTj. He <9 
Dioally choaen from one of the citj pleaders, but the 
right of electian ti Tested in tiie common coancil, irho 
have tometiines raised to tile office individoais who 
Iiad BO coraieaioa with the <iij. 

It if die doty of the conmum SBgeant to attend 
the bud nayor and conit of aldennen, both in coim- 
cQ aad on court dajrt, on all occauoni, whether with- 
in or without the precincts of the cilj. To him is 
committed die general care and management of tlie 
orphans' estates until they bare passed the laid mayor 



COMMON HALL 
In ■]] the eailiei chatten of Uie dly of London, tlie 
freemen are spoken of in a general senie ) ns^ as 
rince diitlagulfbed, by the different appeDations of 
freemen, liverymen, and commou-cooncil men, bnl as 
(he " dtitena oTLondOD," " men of London," "the 
Commonalt; at luge." Nothing at all is said of 
couneiU, or any thing in the shape of a npretmla^vA' 
body. ThQ only pabfic bodies, on the contrary, 
which are mentioned in the great confirmatory cliartei 
of Henry the 1^1, are the court of bostiDgi, com- 
posed of the mayor, aldennen, aherlSs, and recorder ; 
and Uis/dA-muM, or/olft-meeBng, meaiuug obriously 
the people in the aggregate. As late as tSSf, wa 
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bsTc B moit remaiitbts iniUncc of tbc fcft-Bole 
being regonJed ai the gnnd warce bom whicb >1I the 
diSgicnl fanctioDuiei of lbs dtj deriT«d thdr paw«t 
and nutbority. Atthough it it piettjF plain, that tbi: 
citiiena were in this iiutuice niwje lotila of b; tbe 
CTDOiii to ficece theii luagiitralei ; jel the rigfata aa- 
dibed to Ibeni are slil] more obiioailj not of aaj 
lunelly, but inch M they were notoiioadj known to 
poiseH of old. While tbe kmg was leiident at 
Windsor, a roll of accatations vat foond in hii ma- 
jeitf 's waidiobe, {" hon it came thither none knev,") 
charging the laid mayor and aldermen nitb injostice 
and opprcstioD in the levying of cerUbi talliagei. 
The king immediately oidered hii chief jutlidarf, 
John Manaell, to anmman ■ foOi-nute in St. Faul'i 
cbuich yard, and read the roll of accntatiiin) in the 
hearing of all the people. Manaell ofteiwaidg told then 
that the kmg intended to punish all Iboie who had in 
tbe least been concemnt in oppreuuig them, and in- 
quired if iDcb a piDceeding *ouId be aceeptable la 
Ibem? TbemaltilDdeaniwering, "Yes, yBai"Man>eU 
immediately depoaed tbe nwyoi and chamberlaia, 
made the conatUile of tbe Tanei etabn of the city, 
appointed new abeiifis, and seiied apon tbe talHagii 
lolti. Neil day, an inqniiy was conintenced on 
oath, before the cbief juiticiary, Ihirty-iii citiien- 
inqoiiitori and other commiasionert, and continued 
for lomB time. When it wai concluded^ tbe mayor, 
aldeimeii, and aberiSa, were anmmoned to attend at 
Weitmiiul«r, when Manaell accuaed them of hiving 
oppreised and deitroyed the dly by tbeii councita, 
and of alteiuig the talliagc roll to screen some people 
and bortben olberi, u well u of haTing neglected to 
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Kad aidi rail " oi uuft, before oU (it jmi^ undi- 
btcd." The oigistratea uieited tbidr itmoceilCB and 
deinuided titil BCconlliig to tfadr owd Inn lud cii»- 
tonu, which kllowed tbeio to be tried by twelvo bms 
of tliai[ own cit;. Sgch tiiaJ mm, bowerer, demed 
them ; and ttie more timid of theh naubei, tlierefiMB, 
tlmw Ihemsetve* on the Kiog'g mere;, while othen 
bold] J peniited in thur demuid. Miniell tiuai or- 
dend them (o appeu tt Weitminjter-ball, when the 
king, who «M preseot, comDHDded Hear; de Batbe 
to pui tentetice of degrulition on the ■censed ajdet- 
<Mn, and to declaie, that the; ahonld Deror be re- 
■Uned wilhoDt tiie rojal pemiindon. Hb majeaty, 
howerer, afteiwardi allowed the ciliiens to re-appirint 
null of the depmsd aldmoen (wifli a few eicep&ou) 
>■ choie to pa; " largi timtfar thtfamm," 

The oioal mode of electing these folk-motes was 
b; the tolling of a great belt, which wu hong in a 
beUr; near die east end of St. Paul's cborch. 

The name of folk-mole «aa sabieqaeDtl; changed 
to that of CflMawn-hiU; and the right to a rote in H 
leitiicted to the liTeiy. 

Tlia more nioal pnipoaea for ithich Commoa-halla 
an now awembled, are the election of tliB lord nujon, 
aheiiSa, and other officen, whose nomination remaim 
with the liier; ; but the; are aiao freqnenll; con- 
vened, in order to take into consideraliDD meamea of 
die goToniQent or patliament, affecting the inlertits 
of the country or of the cit; in paiticalar ; and still, 
M of old, the resotntionB of the liTcr; of LonOon con- 
tinne to have a leading Infiflenee in giving a lone to 
national opinion. 

Attempts have, however, freqneMly been made to 
defeat the right of the Common-ball, to meet (i» the 
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eo&^eiBtioD of grienncci, bj the l<itd awjor re- 
Juttng to convene it on requmtion, or by attamptinc 
to limit Oie object of thelivei; when aiKmbled. 8a- 
Tcnl inttmoBi of thii loit occui la the hiiloiy of the 
ponunon-ball ; but on ilmoat ettxj occaMon, the 
Bmjmen have not onl; tnamphed, but have been 
lappwted bj the deeitions of the ooorta of Ikh, 

At the uiBasl meeting at Midiammer 1680, for the 
election of iheriSs Mid other officen, the lirerj com- 
tMBced with the comidenUion of certain giierancei, 
of which tbej had lenfontoconiplain. Sir BaberlCUj- 
ton, the lord major, bUDgdiaatiafied with the dltcot- 
doB, drew hiB Bwoid, and waa aboat to lake fail depai- 
iDiei wlien the liierj innited on the right <tl tnuucl- 
Ing inch buiineBS a> thej thought proper, and obliged 
the lord mayor to return fait avoid to tile •cabtoid 
■nd continue in the halL They then paned aeveial 
KulaliMU on the «ubject of llieir discnsuon, and 
•ftcnnids pioceeded to elect the iheriSt, and other 
dty officer*. 

. ^n>e lord mayor, In Act, allboagh he hu neceiia- 
ril; the power of convening the ConnBon-haU, liai 
DO contnul otci it wiiea met, except that which ordi- 
narily belong! to eiery ptetident of a meeting. 

In the year 1681-S, the lord mayor. Sir Samoel 
Staling] diiaolied ■ Common-hail, aiiembled for the 
pnrpeee ot decling a bridge muter, and refuied to 
aamber the TOtei, when one of the candidates of the 
juune of Tomer demanded a poll. Turner broaght an 
•ctioo.agijnat the lord inayoTiin the coortirf Common 
Fleu. and ncoTcted dunngei, and the leidict wai 
confirmed in the oonrt of King'i Bench, where the 
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Anoihec lemaiksble iniUnce of the bdependeti) 
powo of tb« [aeij occnirad in 1769, wben the toid 
mijoi refuied la coii*eiie * Connnao-bilt to take into 
coiuidention the ODtngea wbich bad taken place in 
81. George's Gelai, which tod lo the death of Allen, by 
the militarj. The liTcrj, on thcii mectiDg on Mid- 
inmmer-daj, would not laSer (be lord major to pro- 
ceed to the legnLai baaineu of electing the sheriff!, 
until be had promiicd lo take the labject of ■ peti- 
tion to tlie King into coutidetalion, before llie HaH 
was diuoired. 

In 1797, a Tcry absurd allempl wu nutde, by 
Kr BiDok WatiOD, then lord major, and three of tha 
eity rep[eientatiT«, 'to transfer to the court of com- 
mon council tiie power of calling or refniing a meet- 
ing of the liicTj in Cotumon-ball, that ia, lo girc to 
the lieltgatid an absolute coDtrout over thoie wbo 
delegate theni. So little, however, was the conrt of 
commoD council aniioua to poueai tiiis authority, thai 
OB being auembledi they paued a resolution, whidi 
was carried by a great majority, declaring, " Tint it 
iToald be higbly improper in that cooit to ^re any 
opiiuon respecting the propriety, or eipediency, lif 
Gonnning a Common-bail." 

The lireiy claim the privilege of detireriiig sll 
petitions or addresses to the King, in no other nuui- 
ner than " to liis majesty sitting on his throne ;" bat 
this claim has been of late yeui repeatedly rejected 
by tiie court. The first instance occarred daring the 
reign of tiial arrogant administntion which occasioned 
and persisted in Ibe American war. The neil hap- 
pened at a rery gloomy period of our lals war with 
France. On ttae S3d of Match, 1797, it was K- 






jolted, at a ray taU laeeting oT the liieiy •! Guld- 
lull, to pment an hoinble addKM and petition (a hit 
.majegtj upon tbs alaiming itate of public a&irg, and 
praying him to diimiu tbe miniiten wbo had now the 
direction of aSua from lui coDUeili for e*er, " as the 
first step toiinali a apeerfy, hanaBrahie, and peras- 
Bent peace ;" and that thii peAion ihmld " be pro- 
■ented to hit majntj iltting upon hii throne," by the 
lonl mayor, the too iheriffii, hbcI the fnnr poriUoeat- 
■17 reprcKntatiiBi. When the tlieri9a atttsided st 
St. Jamea'i, to kooir when his majetlj woald be 
pleued to receive the addcua, the; were infoimed bj 
the Dnke of Portland, that the King would recain ll 
ml wij leree in the common fom, but that bit 
majes^ raceived addreuea od the Ihioiie ftom the 
^tj of I^mdon ai a corpoiate body only. 

Aaolher oamoMin hall ita> laannoasd to rnniidrr 
of tfaii answer, when it vaa ordered Ibm the iheiiffi, 
attesded bj the d^ Tememlnancet, shiDuhl wut upao 
Ibe king, and inquire of him pemmallf , " when ha 
would be pleased to leoeiie tbe lajd addreit npon (Ik 
IhcoDCj" and to add, if neceiuij, *' (hat tin lord 
mayoi, aldeimea, and lively of Lottdon^ could not 
deliva tbeir addrcii m any other manner than to the 
king on liii Ihrose." Uii mijeaty npeated the an- 
nxn gir«n b; the Duke of Portland, and farlber 
■4ded, that If the petition were presented, and at the 
Jevee, it uiut be " by no more (baa ten peitoni."— 
The ^riSs reported, at a third common hall, the 
iuuwei which Ihey hid received, when tbe livery 
.cave to an unanimom leioln^on, " thai the lord 
viagoir aldenuenr and livery at Lotidtm had, from 
iriil, enjoyed the iJ^ and piiiUege <tf 






■ddrewiag (be k[ng upon tbe tbram, ukd hid nerer 
before been denied (btl right," except u In the in- 
•tonce we have before mentioned daring IheAmericMi 

Tbe right wh3 Hgiin broaght inU> qnestioD^ >t 
tbe afflicting acucit; of IBOO. At a foil meeting of 
tbe lintj, on the 3d of October, an addieu and pe- 
tition wai TeHiired on, prajing Ids majesty, " to con- 
Tene the parliament for the parpoae of conndering 
llie moit ulDtarj loeBiures foT lemedjing tbe anffei- 
ings of tbe poor, in conaequence of the exorbitant 
price o( eveij artlcte of life." Tbe ting, aa before, 
lefoied to recet*e thia petition, excepting at tbe te- 
lee. The li»erj, at a anbseqnent common liall, re- 
•olved, " that whoe'er advised hii majesty to petral 
in lefiuing to hia faidiful aobjecla free accen in theM 
limei of peculiar difficulty and distreas, u equally un- 
worthy of bit mijealy's confidence, and an enemy to 
the right! and privileges of the city of London.'- 

The court appears to have taken up a notion, (hat 
the acts of the lord mayor, aldermen, and Uvtiy, are 
not the acta of the corporation of London, and Ibat 
those only are to be conudered aa sneh which emaDale 
from the lord mayor, aldermen, and eimunsn cmtKcil. 

We muit confeai that we see do reaaon for the dia- 
tinclion. To nie tbe words of Sir George Tteby, 
when defending tbe city agunat the proQeediog By 
ftiD warranCff, tbe common coandl " are by no 
means tbe corporation, for thongh they tiae tbe com- 
mon seal in loaie caaea, so do the court of aldennen 
in other cases ;" when they do aae it, ft ia because 
they are tnttuated widi it ; and most atrange woak) ft 
be, were thoae who rccdve a traat to Ik snpetior to 
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Aot who beitow IL The common council 'a Im thui 
the lively, and joit u mach the leu u any act iiitb 
tbeir concDTiEiice merely the net of the coiporatiau, — 
JeSnei biioself only cootended oa the bench, thai 
the Goipoialion wen bound by the acti of ibeit com- 
mon conncil ; not that the CDountai council, with the 
mayoi and aldermen, conitibiled eictnairely the cor- 
ponlebody. 

Were the right of the lord major, aldermen, and 
lively, auembled in common hill, to be considered 
at the corporate body of (be city of London, leai 
clear than it is, bat little commendation ia at any rata 
doe to the ipirit from wluch il bai been denied. The 
real digni^ of the crown hu nothing to gain by the 
aMCrtion of «d ijneitionable a point of etiquette as 
Ihli ; bat must, on the contrary, suffer conuderably 
from the appearance which it presents, of ■ wish to 
evade receiving the just compluats of the aubject- 
When fsjoine ii In the [and, it in, indeed, an odious 
time to stand on dreams of prerogative. 

GUiLDHAU. . 
TheQuildhall or common hail ot the corporatjon 
of Ximdon, where all thtdr courts, meetings, and fes- 
tivals are held, is utnated at the upper end of King 
ttreet, Cbe^iude. The district called Aldermau- 
bory, is i^ to have derived iU name from being the 
place vrbere the fint ball or bury for the meetingi of 
A» aldermen were held. "- 1 myself," lays Stow, 
"■btfie seen tbe mini of the old court ball, in Alder- 
■anbory itreel, which of late bath been employed as 
'(yaid."_ , 
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U 1411, 'dariiig Um lujaralty of Bit IVmm*- 
KaoUei. tha fsoxliUca ira* Ivd ■( Ibc picMsl «ii- 
ficc; tmlon^ th* gnat ball wai at ttut tine com- 
pldad. llui otbet paiti of tba bvidiiig woe added, 
at labacqaent ponod* of A» fifteenth ad lutevitb 
oeBtaiiBi, as the libeiality of eompaaic* nr tiid»i- 
<laali Uoced Ibam to cone ftmanl wilit tba mem. 
At the great Gie of 1666, the Hbole of tte rolerioi 
and oalei olBcm wen deittojad ; bat Hu mlii inte 
of inch reiDukabls solidity, tlial tej nmrcd-all 
tke bxj of the ngisg olemeot. " Aaoag otba 
tUsg* tint Digbt, flie ugbt of Cuiidkall wn a ftaifbl 
apectada, vhick atood the whole bod; of it logetbn 
im liew Bh Mveial boon togelbei, aftec the fits li^ 
lakes it, rithoDt Sanei (I H^peaa bccaiua the tim- 
ber waa af mch lo&l oak), in a Inight Ainiig coal* 
ai if it had bees a palace erf gaU, or a great baildiBg 
of bwuihed btaM."— <rinctNt.J 

Tba teunatioa of the inttrior w» compieted wilb- 
in three yean aftat tba ire, and at an expcBie of not 
more tban 30001. It andeiwent ■ coniiderable re- 
pair aboat IIm hwtmmg <if tbe eighteenth centniy ^ 
agaJB, in 1780, whea it recrired ria pment facade ; 
•t»dlaMl7,hlB14 

Tbe aw^nt ianil irf tbe bniiding ifpcan, fioB Nm 
aEoawh aod drawiup of it extaat, to have bees fai 
a. itjle <d eonaideraUa ricbnesi and gi^ideD). Sma 
Itaceaof tbia itf]nm»j jet beaeasn tbeiBterioroC 
Ae preaent poKh, which ii tbe cnl^ part that ba>. 
bean pc aMtr ed aaail; i> iti aadeal atata^ Tbe oU 
heat «a> omameatal by tans rewailiahly fine its' 
tuca. Tw> of Ibcm woe mgiuiUy Mud M 
Moaea and Aaron j but, a» people refined ■ 
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DotloM, wen wai^Kd to I^nr anil I«*ining ; Md fbur 
othen eihibiied flgnret of IhfM oiccUcDt htaduidi, 
ReligUm, Fortitade, Jnatice, ind TnapenKc— 
When Uken di»ii. in 1789, M>. AMeBUn BojdcU 
obtaiacd a gnnt af tbcm fniu the court af common 
connci], and then pteiented then to Mr. Buiki, tb« 
scolplor, wbo regarded tbem ■• very eniBeBt tpeci- 
iBciu of •Dcient wt, lad wu at tbe paiu to e»- 
pIo7 bk cMtn iwiteil; diiMi in mtoring dlSeimt 
purti of tham, wluch bad bcm mutUated. At the 
decsaae of Mi. Banki tbe; were ukl aaoDg hb olbei 
effccti, bj anetioB ; and loiij we are. that we caaiiat 
add, for tbe ciedit of the corpoialioa, that thej em- 
Inaced thli opportnnilj at recoTering tbeie leKea of 
dric taale, Eupanngi et ibam may be conaullad 
la Carier'i AMiat Seulptnrt and Pointtiy . 

TTie peeacBt facade eibibiti a taitcl^ jumbia of 
tbe FiHBted, Gredan, and Oriental (tjlci of arcbilec- 
tate ; pari* mnltitilied to iefinitade, and combnicd 
wUboDl Ibe leaal leUlionablp. On a paood over Iba 
poicb, are tbe aiou of the citj (u lepiuentad in ooi 
Gnt page), vltb the motto beaeath tham, Damm* 
Dir^< Km, ai nhaUc an iucdptien foi a place of 
popular delibeiabop aa could have been w^ selected. 
Hk pord] condocti ni into what ia caflad At gnat 
JWn. IliefintideawilbirtiubtbeneHofitfiUathe 
BiladiUiDdeedtbatofgregjaan. It ii one bandied and 
tf^-tcui feet in length, and fftj-two ui bKidtb; 
two nagnificent window* of painted glau, at di« 
east and we)t ends, diffase over the wbole adraug 
bat melloiMd l^bt J and on eacbiide HBtlsatenof 
tall coloiuia with givgeoiu capiMk, mnananted b; a 
coimpoading range of donhle ^cti, iDppwtiBg • 
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roof fiRj-flvc (Mt bigb. From lii to seven IfaootaBd 
peraona may be cnnUined within Ibis boll, and on 
Mine impartuit occauoni, the numbers we bive Keo 
UKmbled in ll could not be mucb legs, 

Tbe flooi 19 of liooe, famisbed originallj bj the 
oiecuton of the celcbnled Whittiagton. The roof 
i>iiippoMd,witb gieit probability, to bare comisted, 
pnriousl; to tbe fire, of open-worked tinibei, similar 
to the roof of WeiUnlniter halt ; it is now flat, and 
divided into large pannels. 

At tbe east end of the ball there b an enclosed- 
plttTorm several feet higher than tbe pavement, and 
sonoanded wiA a pasnelled wainscolting, wbicb ii 
set apart for tbe accommodation of tbe lord mayor, 
aldermen, sheiiffi, and other ptincipal members of tbe 
corporation, at the meetinga of Ihe livery, and aefvei 
as a hustings at all elections. Tbe more tbe great 
window over this platform is eiamined, the more it 
will be found deserving of admiration. Its diviuom 
and lahdiviiiona are all in the best harmony ; tbelt 
omamenlal gatnitnie light and elegant. In tbe com- 
partments of punted glass, ibsie are weil executed 
representations of the royal arm! and supporters, and 
tbe ttatsaudjewelsof theOrders of tbe Garter, Ba^, 
Ttdstle, and St. Patrick. 

Fassingdown die hall, (be attention is attracted to 
a nnmber of stalnes and pictures which occupy the 
ipaces between the cluiters of cslnmns on each side, 
sjid call many interesting and appropiiate recollec- 
tions to the mind. 

by Moore, on the right, to Ibe memory of tbe cele- 
brated Beckford, who was JOid mayor in 1763, aad 
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1770. Tliii patriotic md ipliUed nugiiMla ii is- 
presented in Oie elect attilade b whkh he uidteoed 
to the king hii celebrated repi;, not eqaiUad cer- 
tainly bj an; thing Teibait; aiddreawd to ■ toTCTcign 
aince the daja of the moluliuii' The corporation 
hating already presented one addreu and remon- 
atiance, to his ojajcstyf on the minoas coarse of ad- 
nuniitration pnisued bj his miniilen. to which no 
Htisfactoiy answer had heen given, voted in May, 
J770, * leiMind one, which Mr. Beckfoid was ordered 
to prescDt to the Icing, waled on the throne. After 
it bad heen read by the town clerk, (in abieikce of the 
recoidei.) lui majeaty made the fblloiting antwer. 

" T shonid hare been nanling to the pnblic at well 
as to myself, if 1 had not eiptessed my diisatisfaction 
at the late addiesa. 

" My sentimenli on that subject continue the same, 
and I thauld ill deaene to bo considered as tlie fathei 
of my people, if I could lofier myself to be preiaikd 
npOD to make rach an ase of my prerogative, as I 
tliinL iocgnaistenl with the interest, and dangeroos to 
the constitu^on, of the kingdom." 

Mi. Beckford immediately, in a most calm and 
unembarrassed manner, made the following reply tu 
his aofereigo, ai inscribed on a tablet t>eneath the 

" Most oracioub Sotebeion, 
"Will jour majesty be pleased so tu to conde- 
scend, as to permit the major of your loyal city of 
London to declare, in yoni royal presence, on behalf 
of his fellow -citinns, how much tbe bare appreheo- 
■ion of jour majeslj'l diapleasnre would at all times 
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tSeCt thdr i^idi t Tbe dedu*iiaa of thnt disfilni- 
■Ue hu alccadif fiUed tfaem irilh iimpreinblo amiO- 
tj, iad with the deepeat offictioa. Pmnh me, >iie, 
te mine your inajeit;^, tliiit joni nsjeatj Im Dot in 
all joar doDUBioni inib)ecti oioie bilfafDl, Bore dvli- 
4ii], or man Bffcc&nMe to jooi nujntj'i penoa mi 
bmllj, at man leady to MMsrifioe tbn liTet and tor- 
lonei, n the uainteBaBn of the troe bononr awl 
dignttj of joQi mown. We do tkenfeie, with the 
putMt homtlUy taS mbi^inafi, moit earncatly lap- 
pllcate jour majtttj, that jod irill not diamiu w 
^m your preUBce wSltaoHt eipreenng » nton fa- 
vDunble opiaioii of jo«i fa'tlhfdl citimui Mid mth- 
odt toDK oomfaili whhout lome pnnpect U leut of 

" Penidt me, «re, to obserre, that wfaoegei baa 
■traady dared, m shall hereafter otdeaToor, by falae 
JniiiHulioDa uid inggestioiia, la aBentte your ma- 
jealy*! aSeclkina (rom youi tojal aabjeels in geaeral, 
and from the city of London in paiticalar.ia aneBemj 
to your tnajeaty'a penon aiid family, a nolatar of-dia 
pnblic peace, and a betrayer of our happy constltn- 
d at ^ Olorlo^ Hetdn- 



No abaervatian being made, on thia reply, by-^ 
king, the lord mayor aod hji depatation, after wait- 
ing about a ndaate, withdrew, and letnmed to the 
dty to report the reception tiiey bad eiperienced. 
It faaa Iwen more than once broadly iniinaated, that 
BO 9fcb reply was made by Mr. Beckfsrd in (be pre- 
■ence of hii majesty, as tbat which the monument re- 
cord), and that atl this noble display of indigauit 



sfntimeal ind eloquent language wai an inicnlim 
■ftei the fscl by tlie worth; mnjOT and tiis political 
friends, (HoroB Tooke liu been mentioned as the 
author.) So little reaion is there, honeTer, for doabi 
aa lo its Buthcnlicitj. that immediatelj on the return 
of the lord major and deputation, tbe reply was or- 
dered to be entered on the niinutej of the council, 

made by a member in the government interest, for a 
sole of censore on his lordship for having made jl. 

Mr. Beckford was not now a youag man. whom an 
ambition of dii^nction, or keenness in part; pursuits, 
might haie betrayed into so disingenuous an artifice 
to build a name. He waa on the verge of the grave ; 
and tl^e memorable words here recorded were among 
hii last. He had already filled (he highest offices of 
the atj with honour and applause ; his cup of satts- 
bclion, as far as gatjtfaction could be derived from 
such lourcei!, was full. Yielding to the importunitie* 
of bis fellow citizens, he had sacrificed ease and re- 
timnent, tbe chief comforts of old age, lo lake jirice 
more upon him the reins of govemmenL " The 
feeble efforts of a worn-onl man," as he emphatically 
tdd them, " are all I bring to your service ;" and not 
many days after (hat last and best effort which the 
marble records, he breathed his last. 

In another compartment, on the same side of the 
hall, is a still more splendid monument, to the me- 
mory of the Earl of Chatham; it was eieculed by 
Bacon, who waa paid the very handsome snm of 
three thousand guineas for his labour. On the plinth 
there is the following inscription. 

" Id grateful acknowledgement to the' SnpKme 
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DispoMt ef erenta, who, intBOding to advance thh 
■■doa, toi nch dow ■> la hit wudom leenied good, 
to PA lugh pitch at prespentj And glray, bj onsiu- 
iu% It hooe ; bj confideace 4Bd Mputalian abroad ; 
bj alliance wIkIj GhoHn, and (khhTallj olMcrred ; 
by cdoBiea uHcd asd protected ; bj docniTe vio- 
toiiei by Ka and land ; by conqiieBbi made by amu 
•ad geocrouly in enrj part of Ae ^obe ; aad 1^ 
conDKiw, tot tfae Bat time, mkcd mtfa, nd made 
to flotnlib by war, — wai pleaaed to luta op a proper 
infeBment IB thtt BMnocafale iroric, 
William Put. 
Tbe mayor, aldetmra, and EWDinoa conn^ mUdfal 
of Mto benefit! iriikb die ci^ of Lond<m Kc^ied by 
bcT ample (liare in tiie general protperity, hBT« 

oaotad to lb* memmy of lb 

potraifal oiator, tiiii dhbi 
diat hd citizeiu nay >e*c> m 
-of tbeir effiun, witboot being reniadrd liiat -dts 
aeaJU by whicb ProridBnce raiK* a natiDti to peat- 
BSB. are the viitaeB infiued into great men ; and th^ 
to witbboU from tbeseiiitoei, eithar of dutfiving oi 
the dead, the tribate of eateem and adi^ntioD, u to 
dny to tiMmNlTea tbe mcana of bappmen and 

■' Thii dislingoiabed person, for tbe irrrice ren- 
dered to King George tbe aecond, aod to King 
Creorge the Third, *•> created 

Eabi. or Chitbam. 
The Briliib nation bouonred bli tattnorj with a 
P""^ funeral, and a public wHiiinent amoDg bet 
Ulastriou men in WcttiuDita-abbey." 

B« Utile, we fwr^can be tnd Id ptabe of tU. ia- 
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'•eriptisn. Ita elibonte ineleguiee ii not iU wont 
fault [ enn it) Ind gnaiau, nicb u " die Britiib ni- 
tiai" od " ifrlUadriiwi men," might be oredook- 
cd; but iloift&di bath ngidrul hctiad lentiment. 
The SnpreiDe Diipowt of ETenti u uid to ture 
niied up Williun Pin, m b proper inMmmoil for 
ninng thtg nMlon lo ■ hi^ pitch oF proiperity and 
ifory; and "thk diitiaguisbed peraon,'' we aie toM, 
trai ofeMed Eail of Chatham, not bowerer for the 
Mniee ra done to the uatioD, bat ■• for the aenice 
tendered lo King George tbe Second, and to King 
GiHiTge the Third." He is rtuaed np too bj Provf- 
4nce Id be the intmmenl of supporting a political 
flwory, wUeh ii eantrsdicled by all eipeiience, 
wbklh Berer jtt waa true and nerer will be trae, 
iMUwIj, fliat comnmcB can be " mited with and 
made to flonrid] by «iir." 'Rie " merchaats of (be 
firat trading dt; in the world" muit have been 
Btrangel; maltenlive when thej allowed an; mono- 
ment of Ibein to diapUj so much ignorance of the 
n«l Horcea of commercial proaperitf. 

The icalptiH, Mr. Bacon, hij ahewn a remarkable 
degree of jadgement in preaenting ui with a monu- 
mental groape, wbidl beliea, aa far ai it potubl; can, 
the notiona of political economy coBTejed by tb« 
inacriptioB. The illnatiioiu aenalor it eihibitodisa 
Boraan coatmae, itaniKng up«ni a todk ; hl^ left band 
reata on the helm of itate ; hia right is Energetically 
j^Bced on the Aenlder of Commaice, who ia pre- 
■eated to hi* ptotrclion by a female, wboae msral 
crown beqMaki her the lepreientative of the City of 
Xiondon ; Brita^ia, repoaing on her IJoa, occnpiea 
the fbn-gmund, and near her are four iaTanla, cmble- 
nalk of the (bar quarters of the world, pouring into 
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her lip Ihe cunincapia of PtenI;. No demoD'Si DC 
furiea, nor doga of war, flguro beie ; four infanlt 
denote, ai truly u eijireisivelj, (hat it is by puce 
•nd Bmit; among all Ibe nation-i nf the earth, that 
the hom of plenty 'n majt ceitain of pouring ib 
Iteuures into tbe lip of Esgland. 

Oppoiile lo I^vd Chatbam') iDonument, on (be 
otberside of the Hall, is one to (be memory of bit 
■nu William Fill, by Babb ; tbe sculplure not ao 
good, the iiumption better. The sttilode of Mr. 
Pilt ii appropililely oraloiicsi ; but, viewed with re- 
lition to tbe lurToaiiding objects, it is an abstract 
conception, not well harnianiEed. From tbe turn 
given to ItK bead, tbe face of the ton seems u if 
purposely averted from Ifaat of his sire, vbich frownt 
on him Irom the opposite side in all it» cbaracteristie 
Btemneii. The iocongruily has been the snbjeclof 
a smart epigram by on untiiown snthor; and u 
aallies of wit are somctimea preserved for their imart- 
BtU, withoat any regard to their truth, we may per- 
haps be excused for giving this a place. 

On th» Smtua of Oiatham and Pitt, in GuiUhalt. 
Jobn Lump, stepping into Guildhall t'other day. 

The sUlne of Pill quickly spied, 
And after be'd ponder'd some momeiits away. 

To bis comrade he ttnii archly cried : 

'• D'ye see. Will, Ihit man, with his &lber in view, 

Asham'd of the nation's disgrace. 
And the vast many ills be has bronght us all lo. 

Dare not look his old dad in the face." 

At the lower end of the haU on tbe north side, there. 



toKDoK. 385 

li a momiMntM] liophy (n the imniaital Nelcoii >_ 
s hoge heap of allegoij, witti t imail profile of ttie 
grest beni in tlM middle; only rescued troia coo* 
tempt bj Ibe fbUtming adnimble inscription friMi 
tlie pen of Richud Brinile; Sliuidai. 
" To HoBATiOr Viscoont and Bamn Niluih, Vice 

Admiial of tbe WUie ; and Koigbt of ll>e nw*t 

lununiiabte oidei of Ibe Balb ; 

" A man among tbe few, who appear, at dlffeteat 
periods, to hare been CKalcd to pioniole the gra>- 
dear, and add to ttie vccority, of natioiu ;— in^ting by 
their high example fiieSi teliow-moTtals, Ibrongh all 
■occeeding times, (o pnnue the course llut leads to 
(he exaltBtion of oni imperfect nature. Piondence, 
that implanled in Neliou'i breast an ardent pasnon ttm 
deserr^ lenown, as bouMeouilj endued blm with 
Hm tnnscendant talents, necessaij to the great pur- 
poses he wM dealiaEd to accompUsh. Al an eailr 
-period of life, ho entered Inlotbe naTal serrice of fau 
coantr;, sod early were the instances which marked 
the feaileu nature and dadng eDterprlze of hii ch«. 
lacter.^iUintiog to the loftiest spirit and the jiuteit 
title to self-confideuce, a strict and humble obedience 
to the soTerdgn rule of discipline and intxirdinadon ; 
rising b; doe giadaliaB to command ; he infosed Inio 
tlK bosom of ibose he led, Ibe lalorons ardoar, and 
enthusiastic Kal ibr the senice of bis king and conn- 
lij, which aOiBatedU* own. AndiAilebe acqnind 
dia lo*e of all by (he sweetness and moderation of 
Ms temper, be iBsplied an OBirenal confidence in the 
■erer'Ciifing resooites of his capadons m1nd. It will 
be for history to relate the many great eiploiti dirongh 
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.whicb, aolieitoui of pail, uid legitdleai of wouiub, 
be became the glor^ of his pnfeuioD ; but it betonga 
to tbit brief recoid of bis illiulriaui career to say, thai 
he camminded and conquered at the battles of the 
Nile and Copenhagen ;— victories never before equal- 
led, yet afterwards lurpuKd bj tus awn last acbiere- 
ment, the battle of Trafalgar, fanght on the 81st lif 
October, in tbe jear 1805. On thai day, before the 
eoadiuionof the action, he fell, iDortall; wounded; — 
but the sonrcei of life and lenK ftiiied not, nnllt it 
mi known to him, that, the deitractlon of tbe enem; 
being completed, the gtotj of his connti; and hi« 
own had attuned theii snmmit : Iben, laying his hand 
on his brave heart, nilh a look of exalted resignation 
to the will of the Supteme Disposer of the fate of man 
and nations, he expired. 

" The lord mayur, aldermen, and common conncil 
of the citj of Londoii, have caased this monumenl to 
be erected ; not in the piesumptaous hope of lastua- 
ing tie departed hero's memory, bat to manifesi 
their estimation of the man, and their admiration of 
lits deeds. This tegtimony of their gniitude, they 
ttosl, will remain as long as their own renowned dty 
shall exist. The period to Nelson's fame, can only 
be the end of time." 

We come now lo the statues of tfaose two hig^ and 
renowned personages, Gog and Magog, which ate 
silaaled al the foot of the hall, at the aides of tb« 
great western window. Each giant measures abore 
Jbnrteen feet hi^ ; and, being elevated on an octagon 
stone column, presents a right gigantic appearance. 
Which ii Gog and which Magog, antiquarians have 
not yet been able lo determine, though man; and In< 
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defatigable thdt leiearcfaei into thii cnrioiu nwtlct 
bave beeu> The points of litnilsrity between tbem, 
bowBTer, ue hi caineTous, that m pretume no great 
inJDitkf can be done to either, should he cbance to 
be called b^ hi) biolhrr's Dame. Both areTer; buge 
■nd inUhapen ; both have theit biowi encircled mill 
wroBthi of laaret, ud theii feet bound ia aandalg ; 
both bare long flowing beards, and itill longer flowing 
tasbES ; ho^h have b^en alike indebted to the be> 
dauber of pink and bine, and green and yellow ; each 
baa a ipear or pole in his hand, and a )wonl by bii 
ude ; not conid an; thing be more kin-tike th^n the 
pen^ve dignity with which tbej both look down oa 
tbe enowt gazera bmeath Item. Almoit the only 
difference between tbem is, that the one on the left 
■ears a bow and quiver at hi< back, and the latter 
lestt hia left band on a shield emblazoned with a 
ipiead eagle, on a field Or, Were there an; way 
of getting at thur ages, it seems we thould get at 
tfaeii respective nanMS ; foiitappean there are Welsli- 
antborities for saying, that Qie yonngei should b« 
Gog, and tbe elder Gogmagog. 

Who these worthies were, and why italDei of tbem 
sboold have been placed in (be Guildhall of the cor- 
poTStlaa of London, are two poiuti about which the - 
learned hare long been diiided in opinion. The au- 
thor of a corioas little work in two lolnne* 64nH>, 
entitled, Tlu Gigaatie HiUtrry of ■&« two famaiaGiaiat 
n GmUAoU, Limdm 1741, (3d edition), following the 
most respected authorities, acqnaintsras that one repre- 
Knts Corimeoi, a giant of Tiojan descent, who came- 
OTcr with Brutus, tbe great grandson of t^ieas, ud 
won this country ftom the hands of 
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Thoie mlghlic people bgrne of gUnti' brmxl. 
That did poueu thia sceui-^Duded lud ^ 
toi lh« oilier Gognigog, tfaclMt of the Britiili 
gUnti, irtioie Ule ii tbiu pstbeticall; reeaided. 

" On tiie K* cout of Conwtll, Biutoi wu accn*- 
toowd to keep s peaceable aoDireiiuj of hit ludu^; 
•o on ■ ccrtun day, b^g ame of theie feethrali, ■ 
bind of the old ^anti nade theJc appeaiaoce, tai 
suddenlj hreakiog in upoD Ibe nuith and.njajciBgik 
began aoottei MKt of anmiemenl than at wch a aaet 
lag wai eipected. The Ttojani wind Ibeic amw, 
and a deipcnte battle wai foaght, wherein the giant* 
veie all derttojid tun Gognagog, tbe largeit anoag 
them, vbo being in height twdK colutt, was t a temi 
alive, that Codnau aught tiy hit lUength with him 
in lu^ combat, Coiinffioi deiiied aotbiag nan 
Au iDcb a aatch, hot tbe old giani ia a wreitle 
caught him aloft, and broke thice of liii lib^ Upon 
tlii*,Caimaui beino dnpemlel; entaged, eotlected 
all bv iMngth, beared ap Qogmagog by force, and 
bearing Um on hit (honlden to the aext b^ nick, 
threw him headli»g altibatterad feilolheteiraDd kft 
hii navB on the cliff, whkb baa «i«c anae bBcn caflad 
I^n Ongmagsg, that ia la laj, On Giaut'i Xeap; — 
a&d ttnt peiiibedOogmH^ig, theint otthe^aida.'' 
That the credibilitj aC tlu* hiatwy aught s ~ 

■|gi»y*«»i 



Eli jemt Of hi^friiaii 

The BhaeqMal ibiaAm of tbeae iKraea to a piMa 
in Oulldhali, u thn BD IBM Mtiatelorily opluaed, 
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" CoriMius and Gognugog being two bimva puiti, 
who nicel; valued tbdr hoaoar, and emled Ibeir 
whole strangtb aod force in defence of Ibeii libei^ 
■nd counlry ; so the ciCj of Loadon, hj pbcing 
these theic [epieaealativea in their Gaildhali, em- 
blemalicallj declared that the; will, like mightj 
giftnti, defend the honour of their eounlry and liber- 
tiea of this Iheir citj, which eiceti sit olheri, u much 
■s thoM hnge gimti exceed in ilatiire the cammm 
bulk of Bumkind." 

Howerer futcifnl all thii ma; teem, it a certain 
that, long fluce bistoij ceaied from romance, Cori- 
jUBos and Gogmagog have plajed an important part 
in the pabllc CraDsactianB of the people of London. 
When Philip and Mar; made their entrance Into 
LoDdon, these giinti fignred conspicuouilj in the 
pageant eifaiblted on the occasion at London-bridge ; 
and again, in Qneen Eliiabetb'i progreis to lier 
coronatjon, CorintBns and Gogmagog were letn 
holding abOTe the gate at Temple-bar, a tablet, 
whereon wm written, in good Latin veiae, the effect 
of. all the pageants which the dty had erei before 
exhibited. Still later we find them thus ipoken of, 
in lome Tenea printed on a broad aheet, 1660, qnoled 
bj Archdeacon Niies from British Bibliogr. He 
poet, it will be seen, had been wondering how either 
of two ench fignres as those in Guildhall coald have 
bearedjtbe other into the deep. 
" And inch slonl Corinsns wu, from wbam 
Comwall'i Gnt honour and hei name doth come i 
For though he ibeweth not so great and tall 
' In his dimenMons set forth at GuiUhoU, 
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A>d thai iHended bj hii direful dog, 
Tlic gum wu (GoJ bless ns) Goginxgog" 

The giett fin bapprning ihorttj iftei the period 
•rhcD Chia lut writer fiouiiilied, the gi>Dta peiished 
in the flunei ; Mid luch were the eSecCs of Ihii KwSal 
cmlamity, liwi eien the memory of the people seeo" 
to h»io beeo »ffected by it; fw within a few jeers 
theitifiet, we find their popaba wriieti uUng who 
Oog isd Gognugog were i And «hU haio thtii 
Ualuei to d» in Oiiildhall ? " Wa niteKd with n 
great aBtaniibment," Uiji Ned Want, is hia Londoa 
Sp;> 1699, ■• to aea tbeae giaott, a> the Morocca 
ambundor did Landoc what be Mw the mow Ml> 
— I atked mj ftieod the meanwg and design.i»f ihoiB 
tBoiubbeilypFapoaletoDsfigulea; foil inpfwaa the; 
had acme end in it. Tmlj, layi m; friend, I am 
«boll]t ignamit of nhat thcj iatendisd by then, nn- 
leaa they were wt up to thow tlie aily what hege 
boobiei their forefathers were, at elie la frighten 
atiibboiD ni^reDticei into obedieace ; Ioe the dread 
of two luch monitniu* loggatbenda wili hkhwi refMm 
their maiuera, or mould tbeiq iPM • coaipliance wilh 
their maitera' will, than Durjug then bvfore the 
lord mayor or the chamberiaia of Idndoa ; for (ooa 
of them are as much frighted at the namea of Gog 
and Magog as little children are at the lenible soiuid 
of raw bead and bloodj bonea." 

Alas I the mntabilily of alt honian aflursl The 
" two braTC ^antt," " repreientatives" of the mighU- 
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ueu of iIhi citiieBi of London, beciMM men muoC' 
eiDni far Bppranticei uid childreB I A> uml, too, 
nbeie Gctiau lakes the place of troth, popuin iaTco- 
tion bu gone on adding fable to fable ; aad the nui- 
•er; legendi of our own da; tell how tbeae dread 
gianli, who oevei in the oldea time " itepped fioio 
tbeir pedestals to tike Ibe av," except to di&bw 
hoiTOBi and delight simmd them, are bow to be aeea 
" ever; daj, when tbcj bear the clock «trika twelve, 
coming down to dinner }" adinneraiade np of oonns 
of giants' Cue- 
When tbeae stataei were reqaired to be nnfed 
about, to auiit in the pageant* of foner tima, (fat 
there teems litde doabt that Dmas in OnildhalE wet* 
the lame which graced Ike tpectaciei at London- 
biidge and Teniple-har,) the; are lappoied to iia*a 
been nude, •• the £gurea in pagnnti; cooamanlj 
WRe, of wicker work and pasteboard ; but the ^nti 
of the preKBt daj, haiing been coutmcted atnaa 
the ccuali<»i of pageastij, ars made of lex moreable 
staff. Mr.Hone, whose researches have thrown much 
light on the liistor; of these ancienl relics, asiuTea ns, 
from personal eLamination, thai " the^ are made of 
wood, and hollow within, bnt too nbitaotiatl; built 
for lite purpose of being either carried or drawn, M 
an; wa; exhibited in a pngcant." The construction ' 
of then he hai also pretty clearl; traced to the jesi 
1707', and to a train-baiid captain of the clt;, of tfas 
paOK of Saonden, wlio leceiired 70t. for the pair. 

Besides the larious itatues we baie described, the 
wtlls 1^ Gaildball used fonneri; to boul of a mtj 
goodl; show of pictotes ; bat being remoted one after 
another, as time descaled them of tfaeit beaatie*, very 
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lew BO* nmaln* Tbete wrae poitnlla of ill ooi 
(oveieigiu (ram liM tune of Qaeea Anne, iDd of >ll 
Ibe judges wbo fnrawd the coart for tbe ■djnitnieDt 
of diSeimces reipfcting premiia deitrojal by the 
gnat fire, uhI wbo, u fii u legBrded tfait apecial 
comauuioD, acted in > mumer which giTe uniTerul 
utitfkctioD. The pictnies or William the Third and 
Qneen Muy, to whom the city owed >o muij obliga- 
tknii, h**e had greater tendemeH ibemi them tfasa 
any of the olhen ; beiog retained in then- plac«i, 
long after the rest have been con»gaed to the kitcfaeiu 
•nd cellarsbelow. Tbe paintn win Vander Vaart. 
Walpole telJg □>, that ^ Petei Lei; oai at first ent- 
plojed to execute the portiutt of (he jndgei ; hot 
thinking it beneath hit dignity to wait on theii lord' 
■hipi at theii chamben, Uichael Wright " got the 
hnoiwui and lECeiTcd SOL for eaeb piece." To 
know the name of tbe artist of pictures that bave dis- 
appeared, is Bt times a source of coDiolation. The 
f^ apeeimens of Wright's pencil that remain above 
stairs, lay little for his talent*. 

In 170IS, Qneen Anne made a present to tbe dty, 
to be put Dp in Ibis hall, of titentj'SLi standards, 
^ty-tbree coloan, and a kettleHlmm — all tropbiei 
ot the memorable rictotj of Ramilies ; but these too 
bave all disappeared. Had anj other than a cob- 
neb iweepet decided tiieir fate, not one of tliem 
would bare been removed nbile a single tatter re- 
muned. Such memorials of nationsl glory throw a 
sanc^ around scenes like this ; and call up emo- 
liana, which ue ill eichanged for any pleasure that 
can be derived from Ibe coutemplatian of cleaoet 
vaUs, more brigbtly bliioned witb coipoiatiou arms. 
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' Oppoiltelo die porch of (tail hati, Ibere is aflight 
of Bteps which Uadi lo ■ nnmbet of jeparste cham- 
ben i one appropriited lo ihe lord major arid alder- 
nen, anotlicr to the comnofl council, B third lo the 
conta of tbc tonl major and camnon pleaa, a fniiTth 
to die coort of king's bench, a fifth to the chamber^ 
lain, and tha remainder to varions Bnbonllnate pnr- 

The commoD cooDCtl court i< wdl wortfaj of a par- 
tjcular visit It ii a hudiomn loom, and lumptu- 
ouslj filled up ; but claiins a ■Iianger's attention 
diieflj for the splendid colleclion of paintings and 
cDgraiingB with nhicli ill wiUi are hung. The 
(H-incipal piioting ii a magoificent one bj Coptej, 
for wbicb the corpoiation paid 3000/. representing 
the destruction □[ the floating batteries before Gib' 
nitar, on the 13lh Sept. 17BS, Most of Ihe other 
paintings and engravings were a gift to the court from 
tiiat pobliopirited citizen. Alderman Bojdelt, to 
whom the arts of this conntrj o»e more perhaps than 
loany patron they ever had. Among these, there is 
one of great merit bj Opie ; llie subject, the murder 
of Eiuio: another, almost as good, bj Gbt[d Hamil- 
ton, of " Apollo washing his lacks in the CasUltan 
fountain;" and two excellent porftaiti of Duncan and 
Nelson, bj Hoppner and Beecbej. 

The council, in oidei to show their gjalilnde to llie 
worlhj aldenDsn, for this monificeDt donation, came 
to the folloviitg resolntioD : 

" At a coart of comnnn conndl, Feb. t7, 1606, 
om tba motion of Hr. Depatj Goadbeheie, it was 
resolred. That the memben of thiieorporation, giate- 
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fa] (or the delight affonkd Ibem, m titai ai lliey m§- 
umble in tb'u court, by the tplendid collectioii of 
ptintingi, preientcd b; Mr. Aidemun Bojdell, 
raUntuBiog ui affectioakte seine of the honanr done 
tbem b; that celebrated pation of arU, and proud of 
the relatiaii in which they gluid to him, a> fcUow- 
ciCiieiu, do, in tcatimany of thoM feeUoga, Tcqnut 
him to ut for hia portrait, to an aitiit of hii ow> 
choice ; cotudooi, hoireTer, that beieby they Ue 
only requeiting bun to coaler a new gntificatim (H> 
themtelfBi and their >QceeB>«i ; and oBwUling that, 
amwg inch, and ki many lenienibTancci of vabKinA 
cbaracten, and iUvitrimu actions, fail poitnit ifaoald 
be waDting, olKti diacenung in the diicom;, and 
moniGcent in the enconiagement, of merit in otben, 
combined in hi* own character, private integri^ wWi 
public ifitit, and lotid honeity with a highly colli- 
nled taattt." 

A whole length likeness of Mr. BoydeU wat as- 
coidhigly taken for the corporation, by Sir WlUiam 
Bcecbey ; and the corporation fame now the wtijlac- 
tioD of leeing that, amongat the many remembrances 
of ill DilrioDi characters which thdr pictured walls 
bring to n^d, the portrwt is mt wauliag, of one 
whom it ia indeed an honour to them to han! nam- 
btred among llieir fellow-dllienl. 



OFFICE OP THE BUTLERY. 

At •rhat time the lord mayor and corporation of 
I/mdon hid first assigned to thcni tlie functions tbey 
eiercite at the coronatioD of the king i* oi 
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fant M etiij u that of BJchaid IT. we And Ihe lord 
majai and citiieDi claiming bj their recordei; on be- 
half of incb ciliieni as thej ihoald elect for that pui- 
pose, " to officiate in the office of the butleij and to 
aesist the chief butler at table In the ball, and after 
dinncT in the cbamben, and alio there to lerve the 
nobility." The gioimd of claim wai, that their pre- 
deceuora bad been accndomed to poaseai the priri- 
lege,' or rather to do the terrice. It wai further 
diumed in behalf of tbe mayor, " according to Ihe 
liberty and custom of the dty," that heihonld aeive 
the king nilh one of hii own gold cnpt trhile at dinner 
in the great hall, and alto In hli chamber afladiiinBr, 
and that ho ihoidd haie for hig fee aod perqniiite the 
uid gold cDp and caret. 

When Ibeae elainu wen referred to the king, hia 
nojetty, " well weigldng jrotitudiiUB m^«am tl 
fuinuiiuin, wbicb in timn past bii predecesson had 
experienced from the citiieiu of Londtm ; and hojung, 
that he iboold find tbe like from tfaem in fntnre, ai 
alio in order that they nugbt more cordUIlj afford 
him faithful obedience and fervendy aaaisl him where 
hia neeenitiea required ;" gnnled their claima. 

FreTioiu tc tbe coronation of Cbailea II., the 
" mayor, commonally and citizens" claimed thesaoie 
ptiTilegea oa behalf of such dtazeni ai Ihej ihoold 
DomiBBte ; and fiulher, that on . the coronatioa day 
tbey ihonld " rit at the table next to the copboaid 
on tbe left aide of tbe hall." The ri^ of claim wu, 
that they bad done go " in like caiea," andparllca- 
larly at tbe coronation of King Edward VL Theae 
daiina were allowed, but on the Goronalion of James 
U. a«j wete rejected, becMUe the libeitiet uf the 
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oty of I/xhIob nMuBcd trifsd in hii majeatj'i 
hand) b; tbe jodgenMSl of ;■* tMrrmtn; bat tliey 
were pennicied lo execote A« ofice er gratia, when 
thej dined in the hnll ind had the gold cup for theii 
fce u ninal. 

Ob the •coeuion of WUIIulkbiI ifuj, llie majM 
•Bd corpontion mt onlj cjeuned llie Msie privrirgei j 
bat fnrtber, that the amjoi shonld be entitled in hb 
own proper penon'* to lerre tfae qaeenin socb p]ftce 
in wiikh ihe thxll please to take ta apUes, od the 
earaiilian dxj, after dianer, witti wine in a gold cap 
of the aiid queen']," and to ban the iiid cup and 
carer for bis fee, ai bis pccdeceinan Itad at die 
corona&Mi of other queens, and particolarij at the 
coronation of King Richard the Third's queen. 

Hii* claim occiuttHied a long diBCDNton with the 
ooa>Tm<siafien appoinled to decide on the coronation 
cluiBi. Sir George Irbj, the recorder, urged the 
{trecedent in the cilj boob of Ruch service hiring 
beendoueto tbequecB of RidiBidlll. Lord Halifax 
and Mr. Jnatico Dolben were againit the ciaim ; at 
not lanctioned bj a precedent which reached the caae, 
there nothaWng been a sovereign king and a •areteign 
qoeea both crowned in their own right before. But 
the Marquis of WincheslHr, Lord Undnj, Xocd 
Newport, and Hr. Justice Powell were in fafonr of it, 
on the gtonnd that tfae king and queen being both 
crowned in their own right, bad the effect of two co- 
ronalioni, and that the same sertice was due to the 
qoeen ig to tfae king. It was Further urged, that there 
conjd be no precedent in the caae, since there fiad 
Berer been a soTcteign king and a sotereign queen 
both ctowaed in their own right before. 'Hie claim 



LONDON. HfT 

WM lUowed ; the major peifolmed the Kivice to both, 
kJDg and qne«D, and received two cups ob hii fees. 
The cup given on (bese occarioos wcigbi thirty 

At Ifae coranatioD af bit pcesent majesty, on the 
19lh of Jul;, laiO, the laid major, ajdeimen, and 
twelve citizens, selected from the Iwelie principal 
companies, proceeded to Westminster hall, in the 
state barge, and performed their accustomed service. 
Wben the dinner naa concloded, his kiidsbip, attend- 
ed b; the tirelte principal citiiens as assistants to the 
chief butler of Englrmd, sccompanied bj the king's 
cap bearer and assistant, presented to'his majeitj, 
wine Id a gold cup i the king drank of it, and then 
ntnmed tbe cnp to tbe lord major ai hia fee. - 

Coronations hate alwaji excited great enthnaasm 
IB London, u thej gntifj the double feeling of 
lojaltj to tha soTeidgo and a love of spectacle ; and 
historians bate handed down to us tbe prices p^ for 
■eats at different coronations, from tt^t of William 
(lie Conqueror to tbe present time. At the corona- 
tioD of Edward tbe Second, tbe price of a seat naa 
onlj a fartbingi at that of his late majestj one hun- 
dred and forty guineas was paid Cor a single room. 
So lucrative, indeed, is a coronation become to tbe 
booses commanding a view of tbe angost proceiaion, 
that tbe proprietotB are in tbe custom of inserting a 
claose in their leases, stating, that tbe posseidon 
■hall revert to the landlord for a certain time during . 
an; coionatioa that may occur in the [leriod tot 
wldch tbe lease is granted. 
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COACHES AND SEDASS. 

We ntd of iMriieMti or open cbaiioti aC m esriy 
ptiiod of ancient hutorj, bat the covered coach, wbidi 
u a liuurj oriiuid«B ioveBtion, wai Dot known in £(ig- 
lud before the idga of Queen Etiubeth. The firft 
pmon nho td ap ooe waa Unr; Fitzallaa, eul of 
Aiuwlel, k>nl ttewird «f her m^eitj'a h<uaebold, 
a peal whicb be gave ap in diagsst, on finding tbM be 
vai anppluttd m the <)aeea'a favooi by the Eail of 
Ldceater. EJizabeib naa UBoag the foteuuiat to fol- 
low h« admircr'a example ; .bat we are b>Id that " afler 
a while, diien great bdiea made them coaches, and 
rid Ibem ap and down the coaalciea, (o the great ad- 
miration of all beholden ; but (hen bjtittle agd little 
tbey pewuioal among the ncrfiitily and otfaeai of Mil, 
and viUiin tweat; yean tboe became a great trade 
>af coacb mtiuug." 

In I6i5, Captaia Bule;, aa «M aoa officer, 6nt 
Wft ap coacfaea bi ply fur hire, which w«re bence 
Btyled hackney coaches, and not aa some have ia)i- 
poaed from ibeir being chiefly employed in convey- 
ing the ciliaeu to Uielr rillai at Ifackaey. He began 
vitb four, nhose cualomery alatien waa at lb< May- 
pole in the Stiand, where the new diurch now stands. 
Tlie driTBra were dmsaed ia degant liveries, aod left 
in (hia respect xa example which (heir successors 
mi^l do well not to disdain so entirely. 

Id the following year. Sir Si&dus Dnnoamba t^ 
presented (o (he kiog that " in many paiti beyond 
seas, people are much carried in chair* diat are co- 
vered, (sedans,) whereby few coaches are used among 
WieiD," and prayed for the privilege of blroducing 






inch «elnclc9 inte Saa CMmtr;. Dimcomb* itas po- 
tfOBued bj the fsToctrite Bnckiogbam, and tfitough 
his inSoeBce obtainei) the privScge be solicited fbi 
fourteen ^eara. The iottodnflioii of these aeduu 
seema to hsTe^besD Tiened at first vtitb same disgust 
bjr the popolsce. Buckingbam, we are told', was 
gfead; decried toi thas making " beasts of burthen' 
of At people. It was tbe same doke who first in- 
cieaKd the namber of Hie " beasts of burthen" em- 
ployed in CHiriBges ; originally they were dra^rn by 
two horses only ; hnt Bnckingham jported six. It 
was wondered at as a novelty, we are told, ■■ aud im- 
puted to him Bs a mastering pride.'' 

In 1635, the number of hackney coaches liad lo 
raucb increased as to be regarded in tbe light of ann!- 
MBce by tlie conrt. In ^at year, there was an order 
passed by Ibe king in the Mar chamber which pro- 
oeeds in these terms : " His majesty percdving that 
of 1b1< the great nnmbers of hackney coaches were 
grown a graat disturbance to tbe ting, queen, and no- 
biti^, tbrough the streets of the said city, so as the 
common paiiage thereby was hiadcred and made 
dangercHH, and die rates and prices of hay and pro- 
veoder and oQiet provisions of the stable thereby 
made exceeding dear, hath thought Itt, with the 
advice of hb privy eoancli; to publish bis TBjal pfea- 
(ure lor refOrraatiDn Iberefai.'*' His majes^ then com- 
BWids.tfaM " none should be used therein except 
Ibey be totnTclal tbe least three miles ostaf town, 
and that bb person sbould go is then eicept tila 
owner constantly keep, within the cities or suboibs, 
(dot svCcient able hones « geldings fit An bis ma- 
jesty's SMvice, nhensoeret Ms oceaslMi shall' tequke 
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Two 7«u« after, benrenr, Quria had ■« hr 
diugcd hit tUwi that ha granted a ipedal commii- 
lion to the Uaiqob of Hamilton, moter of the bone, 
to Iksenee ittj backne; coachmen in and about Lon- 
don and Watniiulei, with liberty to each to keep 
ti>ei*e, bat not more, good honei far the pnipoie of 
■hdr bn^eu. The Dumber of hadinej coaches re- 
qiured at tUi time, would Mem, from ibe nnmber of 
bonei alloned to eadi coachmin, to bare been about 
three bnndred* 

Sir William DaTcnant, who floariihed in Ihli leigD, 
ridicules, in one of bU letten, the hackaej CMtcbea 
of I^ndon, foi " being nneaulj hung, and ao narrow 
that he took tbem for ledani npon whecdi." He 
add) another amnung objection to the oie of ibem, 
which we loipecl lime ha* done tnt little to obviate. 
" Nor ii it lafe," he wys, " for a atnoger to D«e 
them till the quarrel be decided, whether ux of yota 
noblei, lilting together, ahall atop and gini way to u 
many banela of beer. Your city h the only mebo- 
polii in Europe, whore there ii wondeifbl dignity be- 
longing to carta." It may be ao ; bat to Ihia dignitjr, 
it i) owing, that the melropolia of Britam ia, at the 
aame time, the richest, the freest, and mott indepen- 
dent of all the capitals of Europe. 

Although coacbea iiad come thus rapidly into gene- 
nl nse, ii was not till near the middle of the dghteendi 
century, that they were used in CniTelling by post- 
In 1734, Mr. John Toll, an officer of artillery, son of 
the well-known writer on husbandry, Mr. Jethro Tall, 
oblsuued a patent for employing post chaises in tra- 
lelling. The plan lucceeded admirably, but brought 
DO benefit to its bgenioDs projector, who died is > 






THE ROYAL EXCHANGE. 
Tbe ■"fTlrV" 'T of LoDdm mjojied taaay c«iilitiiei 
of proapeiilj bdbie thej uold bout of thit hmmI 
Bccenuj appendage to • comniercul cftj, > public 
EicbugB. Hk pUee where thej commoa[y met for 
the ttaiuaclian of bniiiKM wm in Lombud-itreet, 
>a<r one of the nairownt lud moit ntcomeiuenl 
tbocoDghiam of the metropolii. Here the Lombard 
Jen, from wlU|ni the itieet derirei iti uuue, end who 
were mi^niJl j the banken of ell Europe, nuded ; 
here too thej prabkbly kept tbut btaeha or bank i, 
U they were wont to do in the miiket jdaca of Ih e 
continent, for tnuuMling pecnnUij matten, and by 
tlui meuu drew aioimd them the great crowd of 
whose Taiioni ponuita monej ii (he common me- 

Tbe munitablenen of tbii place.of resoit was long 
a subject of remark before as; attempt was made to 
proride a bettei. — We find in old authors, the mer- 
chants of LondiHi described as bemg " more like 
pedlars than merchants ;" from their " walking and 
talking in an open narraw slieet, enduring all eitte- 
Diity of weather," or ikolking for shelter '■ under 
doorwaj^i and gateways." 

At length in 1534, Sir Richard Gresbam, (for 
Fennaot is more than partial in giving tlie honor of 
tbe snggestioD to lus coaotryman, Clougb), who was 
agent for Heni; the Eighth, at Antwerp, and bad 
been nincb slnick with the advaotagea attending the 
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boane or BKbangc «# titot phce. p unfle d wiA Fib 
tojbI mastei to Kod > letter to tbe majtn' and 
coiDDionallj of LondoD, tecommending bi tltcm 
to erect a limikr buildiog on put of thur nwDot of 
Leadentull^ The conii of common coancil, bowerer, 
mi af opinion thtt wch • icibqtkI' of tbe mt ofba- 
■iaeu nonhl be inipnetioUe, ud- tfaraAeuwwaa 
tfacteroie dropped' fbr tbe monenti 

Sir lUcbard Qteiham wu gucseeded fo tlie Ant- 
m rp igency, utd m hi> public ipiril, bj hu ion. So 
Tlnnn** Greabam, who bappHy accompIiAhed wbat 
had been denied to the bopei of ha fitber. Im 
1564, Sir Thonu propoaed to tb.e cerpoimlion. Out 
if tbey wovld procure a ccntial and commodioui aile 
for in excfainge, he nonld bimielf be >t tbe wfaole 
cost of ill erection. Tbe corporation met the- propo- 
nl in B apirit of eqaal libei^ty, and imniedtitBtj pnr- 
chBod eighty hoDMs, tomirngtwo Utde allbji lead- 
ing fiom Coinbill into Tbreadneedle-strBet, whictt tiiej 
pulled down, and then aiaigned the apace on whicb 
Ihey stood to Xr Tbomai, for ^ erection of the 
propoaed eichange. 

On l)io 7th of Jnne, 1966, the fonndation of fliu 
•dHice wai laid, and iiith inch activity did Sir Uto- 
mii pmCMd in tbe mult, that it wu wbollj conr 
pletud before tbe Nonmber of the following ytat. 

Splendid aawai Ihspicxnt which SitTbomai Wdi 
made to hii fellow ciliieni. it appean to bare been 
at fint bal TCry indiffaenljy appreciated. For not- 
witbilan^g all- tbe iucoureuieucei attending Iaui- 
bard.itreet', mcb ii tiie attacfament to old habili, thai 
it wai tome time before die mercbanti could be plt- 
vailad npea to aTaH liiemielVei of Ibe new mart. 



.,3^ baiUiog bad bavD two or 8me yean qien fot 
tbeii recc^tim, nhoi Qneea Et'iEsbeUi signified brt 
ialimliaa «f pt^ii^ it ■ Tuit of inpection ; bat So 
nuBf of tbe ibopa itill leniaiDed uaoccupied, tin ac- 
smnt of llie neglected chBractH of (be place, fliat Sir 
Thomaa fbuod it neotuaij, duo dajs before the pro- 
niied lisit, to go roasd ammg ^e ihoplccepen, and 
beteech tbem " to furnish <Bd adcnie with warn 
and «u ligbti u aany shoppes ai the; either caolde 
or woolde, aid thej tb«uld have all those so famlA' 
ed rent tue fat that yeaie." (Slowe) Her msjeslj 
wai mnch pl«aied at the appeBrince of the edifice, 
Lanowed i(he {Imi4ei -of it with ha compan^r at din- 
set,, and with tkat ■Ntinnd spirit which so emieently 
diitJBgniilicd lier, commaDded Aat instead of the 
inoffi nine Beunt, by which the dtiieiu hud be- 
gna la c»H it, it lAioald be >t;led in plun Englirii 
Tae Keiiu. Ezchahqe. 

Tbe renloraahapinlhiibidMtiigwasattrjtcml; 
fiittf -riidlipgs ; but in the connenf a few years, Str 
Tbaaui raiced it lo four mnks, attd afterwards to 
foiu^euads. 

Idt BM the TEsder, howerer, inpiiose from IMb, 
tliat Gretliun wu making a iucradve specdation 
„[ hia beaeficence. With lho«e enli^leoed «nd bn- 
rnaar "rrewi which the mercaiitUe profeswon is known 
BO often Id inapire, be determined fliat wlmleter re- 
venue night arise from tbe establishment, Aonld be 
de*ottid to the sapportof a Free Literaij iTislitntion, 
to be denominated, Gieiham College, and to *e 
nek and poor of Tbe citj. He eieculed a deed, by 
whidi ho aasigned for ever lo tbe cotpomtion of Lon- 
iam, sad -de Meioet'B company in jwnt tinst, a 






3H PBXCT HISTORIBS. 

dwelllni-boaM wUdi b* poMMMd 1b BuMd-ttreet, 
for tin mccommaditiim of mtri gntit Icdimn on 
dlviidtj, utronemy, geomctrj, omiic, law, medicine, 
■nd ifaetmie ; and the nhule produce of the Escban^ 
boitdutgi, for the pajment. In the fint place, of Oie 
■aluiei of tbe leclarCn *nd other e^ieaaei of tba 
college, and lecondly, of ceitun ^oual annu to 
diffeieat hoipitala, priioiu, (ad ainuhouus. 

Id tbe great fire of i66S, the Rojal Exchange waa 
among the many prood fabiki wbicb that calamity 
reduced to aabea. " What quick moA," laji an eye 
witnes, (iLo Ber. Suiae] BoUe), can em and fire 
make I How did Ihil gtiong biUlding Tauiih aa of a 
sndden, ai if it had been bat an appi^tion ! How 
quickly wa* It taken down, ai If it had been but a 
ilight tent, the cords whereof are preieully loosened, 
and the gtakei remored. So fell that notde stractare 
condemned by eiaft and coreloiimen, and overladen 
with piide and prodigality.'' Another eye witneii, 
(the Bev. T. Vincent), mentions a singolat fact with 
reipect to tbe Foundei'a itatoe, wbicb remuned eiect 
and firiD amid the raging clement, while ait atonnd, 
lower, and ball, and atatoei of mighty monarcha, were 
terelled with the doat. " Tbe Royal Exchange 
itaelf," he layi, "ttiegloty of mercbanta.ia now in- 
iraded with much Tiolence, — When the fire was eor 
tered, bow quickly did it run round the gulleries, GU- 
iug them with Qamei ; then ddcending tbe slurs, 
computeth the walki, giving forth flaming vollies, 
and filling tbe couiti with staeelaofGre; by and by 
the king! fell all down upon their facet, and the 
greatest part of the building after tbem — IheFounder's 
ttatne only remaining— with such a noise as waa 
dreadful and aatoni^ng." 
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When dui UaeUaUe doutec took plaoe, the 
fandi m the hsBiJi of Sir Tfaanu Oiednm'i UBitee* 
aiDoaaled Id ho mare tkan 1341. Bi. U. ; bot nith s 
■ s|Hril bejond all pnue, tbej icsoItmI on makio^ ^ 
fKin tbeir own t«ouc«s wbatevei inght be the loui 
of aonej necetMTf for lebuildiog the Eichwige, in 
s icjle wbiehsight dobonoui to the «ge, and itiU 
AiAei hoaoiu In Ibe nunc uf OiuhuD. The Ling 
gftve big cordial oo-opentiaB to 4be uudettakiDg, 4ad 
if m eieilion ai Ihe rojal acdmrit;, which deierrea 
no place among tbe lin of Ibe hoaae of Stnart, to 
OGBtroakd the erection of nev. Iio«m9 ob die conti- 
gwn* grODDda, u to enable the Irosteea Id gire to 
the appToacbea of the new Exchange a breadth and 
openiteM, which tbe original one bj no means pm:- 
sesied. Hia majeMj, hia brother the Dote of York, 
(aflerwHds James I.), and Prince Rapeil, went 
peisonaO; at different tnnea and laid the fonndBtiaD 
itoiKB of the piinnpal pilhira of the bailding. 

OntheMlhofSeplember, 1669, itwBsfinalljcam- 
pJeted, and opened lo the merchanta, who had tn the 
int^ral been accommodated with Gretbani college 
ai a place of meeting. The total cost of the boildmg 
waa 58,9681., -which tbe Cit; corporation and the 
Heicet'a compnnj defrayed equally between them. 
Tn tbe front of tbe bnilding, immediately over the 
grand entrance, the following iDscription comme- 
moratei theeTenla we bare been relating. 
HocGresuahii Pebibtvliuk 

GentiaH CoUUERCtia BACBUM, 

Flawvib Eitihctdm, 1666. 

AuODBTICa ■ OrHEBE, Reiii«ruit, 1669. 

' WiLiM^ TnftakHu, Miuri, Pbxidbi. 

Sat 
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AlUioDgh Btc Thomu Qraihui hu faideed *1l the 
boDDDC of Eoanding thii gnU bnildiug, and the xtill 
noie labstanUal merit of btiing uciificvd ■ pritate 
fortuDC on accoonl of it; it ii not to be concealed, 
■Jul the wtiul HOifc o^hii band* i> in ■ great mea- 
nue no more. Tbe better put of tiw fmita of his in- 
daitij ind beneficaiice periibediD the flaiiKi;the site 
o(theEiehui|p,u>dtl)ecoll^e inBR)ad-atRet,bdng 
all that niniTed tbegenenl deitractkm. It i>, there- 
fbre, to the apirit u)d libendiljofbblnitan, offlia 
Cit; corponliMi, and the Meroei'i company, that the 
public an in reatitj indebtBd for the election of tbe 
Eicbaoge, m it at ptoeot eiiala. lodeed, so impo*er> 
iahed were the fiiDda of tbe Gieik«B traat bj Ibe CM. 
fiagration, that thej had becoaw nltimatelj insdequat* 
to tbe different chargta with which the foandrr bad bur- 
dened it ; and, bat for tbe magnaninMui libeiatil; of 
bii tmilect, io fulfilling tbe inlentioiu of Ibe Teserated 
donor after the appointed meau weie gone, the good 
which lie deugned to be petpetnal mnat hare Jong 
dnce come to an end. In 17)9, a bill of diiconij 
on tbe aubject waa filed in Chanceiy b; one of the 
Lectoiera, and from a state of accoontatheo exhibited 
it appeared, that the Mocci'a companj alone had 
eipanded, ont of thdi own fanda on account of the 
Greaham buat, no leu than dw enomons mm of 
100,£59L ISi. lOd. In 174$, tile nun In adTance 
bad encrenwd to l<tl,S8il. 7i. id. ; it fakd rescbed 
apoint of rnagnitode in fact, which pot all chance of 
reimbaraement out of the queation. The pajmenta 
which the citf corpontion had nude on the aame ac- 
count do not appear to ha>e baen mquired Wo, bat 
■1 the; contributed equal); la the rebuilding of the 
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Exchuge, itii loba ptemmed, Ihat Ifae; had bome 

BD eqonl sbue of Ihe ouda;, k> A»t Ibe total aJcance 
on tbU Inut could not, at tbe period in qaeBtion, bare 
been lea than half ■ millioa; inch an instuice of 
spontaneoui . beneficence ai we beliers to be without 
a paiailel in the hiitoij of beDeroJent execntonhips. 

Tbe plan of the mm Eichutge it ilmilir to that of 
tbe ancient one ; umI both took that of Antwerp 
for (heiimodeL .An open ana 144 feet long b; 117 
broad, it enclaied by ■ qnadrangle of lofly atoae 
buildings, with a braad jriaua ii^e uu) oatdde, 
eicepton tbeeaat radwaiddeaof the eiteiior. The 
piincipal ^lianco is by an accbed pteway at Cofii-< 
bilUoTniagiiiGceiit pmporliDiu, and ■nnnounted by a 
tower, 17B feet high, whuh hai a clock in the middie 
story, and lermbatei, in a Cnpola and globe with a 
giltgiaahopper (tbecreit of IbeGreiham family) asa 
vane. On the nonh or oppoaiteiide of the qnadran- 
gle, there i5. another aiched galew^ of neatly equal< 
dimenuoni. The interior area ia neatly paved 
with small square Turkey atonea, nud to hare been 
tbe giflofaTuikey merchant ;and is diiided, ra well 
BslheaanoDndingpla»a,iiito what arE called Walla 
to each of wliich the meichants uf »lue particotar lUt- 
tlon, Of branch of bnsineu, are in-the habit of retorting, 
■o that, Ihoagh all the world may be said to meet on 
the Exchange of London, yon may alwaji know 
Rbere to find at once, tbe pergon with whom jon 
baTe bogiaeu totraniact. 

In (be crnire of tbe area there - is a good statne of 
Charles 11., by Spiller, nt np in place of a former one 
by Quellin of Antwerp ; and in niches of tbe eni- 
loonding building*,- there are statue* of most of out- 
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Mher BMMfefai, from the tint af Edwaid L to 
QtvgtlU. Tbe (ttlKiiif alltlMrartinMiTempn 
w Au w Ctaule* n., ifB &on tbe cUtd of Gikid 
Cibbei; tlujM of Gencge the Fnit ud Second «eie 
doM b; Eyd>tadi, and that of Geoige Ute Tbird, 
bj WiUiH. Soaui ham been Bwdi injnied b; time, 
and wbaterer neik m; of thnoi may poiieu, aa 
psCMof Kplpbaie, k is ladly ebscared bj the nfale 
■brodd* ia vbiek mu lea-coal atmnphere hai cnve- 
leped tbeiB. In two nicbei imder tbc piana, there 
are MUe* oC the great Coander of the building, SU 
Thonuu GieWiam, and of Sir Joha Bemaid, another 
eainenl citiaeB, itboM Dtnril a> a merchant, a magii- 
tMte, and a faitbbt lepreamtatiTe of \be d^ in pu- 
lianeM, hit (eUow citizen* have tboi longbt to 



Hw iDterkir of tbe eadiutge boihttnga, both above 
aikl below, wai origiullj intended to be DCcopied 
u awit of baxair, and it was so for a considerable 
period. 1^ ptaaiai, both or (he inilde and ontside, 
wen lined wilhibopa, and so aint wai the appcr gal- 
lery. " Kotnn ConideDce,'' in his progrcas (hroagb 
poDil, dly, and coaotiy, 1683, teUa ns, " that 
after TiMting the mercfaante on the area, where be got 
qmcfa abused for iatonding bitmelf, lie 

" Did walknpaUdri, whereonarDw, 
Bnre ibopt pf ware did make ■ «bow 
Moat niinptuoai,'' 
Thewholeaf the ibopa have now, boweier, been 
eatiielj lemorad, cuept tboie of tbe eiterioi base- 
neat of tfaeqoadiaD^. Tbe upper part of the boild- 
iaga, lo vbach there u aaceai by tw« spaciow fllgfau 
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of sttpt Dnder the north and tatrOi ftonti, am now 
occupied by difletent pnbllc cempuilei, «nch n 
Llojd'i, the Rojal Exchange Aaannmce, Merchant 
Seaman'a, Stc., and by priTale iDeTchuili and under- 
nriten o[ respectability. 

The architectnre of the exchange is of a miied 
chatacter|j it ja chieSy of the Coiintbian ordei, and 
therefore not without conirdenhle elegance ; bnt tlie 
taite for oftiament, vhichledta ilsadoption^ hu in 
many parts of the bailding run into piafaiiion. It is 
now nndergolDg a general repair, and the whole fronl 
has been already icnorated. 

The interior area U open to (he public from eight 
in the morning till font in the afternoon, at which 
lime precisely the gatei aie ahnt. 

Cmr COMPANIES. 
The dly of London, like miny other corpotite 
lowni at the prelent day, liad oti^nally but one col- 
JeCtiTe trading company or fraternity, called the 
guUda mrcatoriai but when the popalation increai- 
ed, and tiadea became joore numeroui, the citizens 
began to associate in dialincl companiea, according to 
fiieic respecUve occupaUoni, and to seek chaiten of 
incorporation and protectiaD, or rather of monopoly, 
for the pupoie of eictnding non-fieemen from eier- 
dsing fiie *ame trade within the predncis of the 

Meichant guilds do not appear to have been 
known to tiie Ang'o Saions, nor does it appear very 
certun that they were introduced into this country 
on the fint coming of the Normans, alihougb it is 
eitreoiely probable that this was the case. The first 
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■BBOIioB «a Biid of • gaUd or Intcnaty of tnideiBieD 
Mcun in a lecud in the excbequer. dmiiii the leigu 
af Uency the Fiiit, io vbich ■ tain d( >(teeo pooiida 
b taleitd u haTiug been paid ij Biohtxt the Km of 
X0we<taDi ti tba rent or fenne for tbe guild of wea- 
ven of Iflndui. It Ii piabable that the tilj gaildi 
wen DOW npidlj agyienting bf lojal priiiiej^ The 
oldeit patent! or cbuten of iucocpoialiiui ha»ever, 
that hate been pmeraed, are those of the skianei'i 
and goldimilh'i, iihich wete giauted bj Edward III. 
in the ;e«r 1327. SsTenl fiotilioui or «eK-coiutiluled 
gaildi had, howerar, been Mt up ■ txaiarf and a 
half before thii time, bat being wiQioDt the r>jal 
licence they nere liaed. Indeed lo earlj ms thecal 
1180, we find utteen of Iheie aduhaiie guildi aa 
they were called, fined by Henry 1I> in varioas lama 
of from one mark la foity-Sre maiki each. 

The cil; companiei, (hoagh branches of the gene- 
ral corporation, haie each ■ diitinct gorenunent and 
peculiar libertin and pririlegM granted to tintn by 
their respectiie chaitera. Moit of the companiet bsTe 
•epaiate halla for their place of nieefing, albei to 
transact bnuneii or for theit iMnqiieli. £h^ com~ 
pany hai a maiter, wardens, auiitauti, deifcs, aad 
ather lubordinale oStcera for the general manage- 
ment and goTcmment of ita affairs. 

The cilj corapaniei are nearly one ^unired In 
number ; bnt there are twelve which are called (be 
principoi, and lometimea alyled hoDonrable, thou^ 
there are tome of dte minor order, lucb ai the Sta- 
tioner's campany, which rival them in real impor- 
tance. The twelve are, tlie mercera, groceri, dra- 
pers, fisbmotigen, goldsiaithi, Ainneis, merd^ant 



Tbe lunj nisjBreleet nnisl ahrajs befimg to one of 
Ibne companieg ; if not >t the time of hU election, 
■t ktit befbie be Iriwam Into office. 



MEBCEBS. 
Ute meicen' conpiny vtt tncmponled in the 17th 
of Ridutd IL, tkoirgh it bad pmiaulj existed b j pre- 
icription. Tbe chntet iiia gnnted to " Uie wardens 
and commonalty of the master; of the mercen dC (he 
city of London." 

In fonner times, when penoos of the same trade 
generally congregated togelftei in lome particular 
■creet, the merceu were principally found in Cheap- 
ude, near the place where their hall now standi, aiid 
tbra designated bj the Dame of the mcren^, 
•■ TheB tu Ilia Cbepe I began me drawne, 
Wbere mnch people I saw far to aland ; 
Om sffred me •eliet, silk and bwne, 
And anolhei he talcetk me hj (he hannd, 
' Heie is Paris thiead, (he finest in (ha land.' " 
ZjirfgafeV Lmdm Locljimiti/, iforL MSS, 3<>T. 
It b remarkable, howeiei, diat at preieni there is 
rarely a sn^ tmreer belonging to the Merrtrj' cein- 
pSDj. Tlie aKmbers no<r are, generally, merebanU 
of the lirst class; whicli may acconnt for the fact, 
thai neatly an liandied lord mayora bare been of tliis 
company. Several ■oreirigDa and princes, and many 
noblemen and illDstrloni commoBers, hare alra be~ 
TODged to ik 
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It wmIh" UMDOcetj" thmttUbooMofOtHiM 
i Bcdut rtood, who wu t>lber to the bu^j pn- 
hla of Uutt aMDe, ud moit prabablj ooe of Ibe fim- 
teraity. And here it wu Uiat MstildB, tbe fut 
Sancan, nho h*d nlsMed Gilbert k Becket, vhea 
made ■ pcbonec in tbe Crauda, found ■ falnre 
hmbud when lore led bet from tbe Hoi; Idod, 
■nd without anj adM* gnide to direcl in than 
lbt> wordi " LsndiiD ud Gilbeit." Thne, bow- , 
era, echoed Ihrongb tbe itneli i^ London, broaghl 
het at lut to tbe unu at bet Gilbert, foe whan 
ihe bad liiked n nuidi. He nvraided ba tove 
and cnutancj bj Baking lier tils wife, and ibe 
afletwaidi became the molbei of the pielate, who, 
bam tbe tappoKd biith-ptace of hit mother, waa 
■ometiDiei called Tlioipagof Aconi or Aciti. After 
the aiiauinalion of the aichbiabop at the ihiine 
of Canlerbiu;, Agnei, hii liiter, who wa* muiied to 
Thomai Fitzibeobald de Heliei, in conjunction with 
bei botbaod built an boipital do the ipot where her 
brolbei wai bom, and endowed it liberally. Tbe 
■nbieqneat fate of (hig eftabliahment conaecta its Ui- 
tory with that of the mercer?^ company. 

In 1M4, hBTing throogh Tuiona iianaes become 
greatly imporerisbed, Ihe mutei and btethien were 
made a body coipDrate by parliament, with power to 
receive ^fta, &c The biothethood agun prospered, 
and nnlike too many instilutioni of the ume order, 
did good to the community, with tbe uninerons bonn- 
tiei, of nbicb they became tbe stewards. In 1456, 
we find that John Neil, or Neel, muter of the hos- 
pital of S(.Thaiauof Acres, waa one of four bene- 
Tolenl clergymen of the cily of London, who pet!- 
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tioned puliunmt Toi power lo «ach' lo found a 

giammar school, " lo teuli til tbat will leime." Tha 
petftioDfiv compEitla of teacbing being « monopoly, 
■ud add B ibTewd lemaik, of leiy general applica- 
ttoD. " For nhere there is great nambei of ieainera, 
and few teachers," la; thej, " and all the leamen 
aie compelled to go to the few teachers, and to Done 
othen, tlie masters wai rich in mane; and the lear- 
ners poor in learning, u eiperience openl; sbeweth, 
agiinat all Tirtne and order of weal poblTc-" TliQ 
prajer of the petition haring been readilj granted, a 
gnunmar achool was accordiaglj fonnded, and coD- 
tioned ever after attached to ttut hospital. 
' In the catholic ago, the fori mayorifler being iwMn 
into office at the exchequer, uied to meet the BldemMil 
at this hospital, whence they proceeded in soletna pn>- 
cesaion to St. Panl's catiiedia]. Here thej piayed for 
(he soal of tbe Norman bisbop, William, who was a 
great benefactor to tbe dtiiens, " for Ibat the Con- 
queror, by hia means and iosUnl suit, granted unto 
tbem al\ kind of liberties, in as ample manueias the; 
enjoyed tbem in the lime of bis predecessor." The 
city pioceiuon then proceeded lo tlie graie and cha- 
pel of Becket*! parents in tbe churchyard, there 
prayed for " all faithful sonis departed," ind afMr- 
wardi letmned to tbe hospital, aheie tbe lord mayor 
and aldermen each offeied one penny. 

After the general suppression of the monastic insti- 
lations, the hospital was purchased by (be Mercers* 
company, and conTerted into the Mercers' chapel — 
The giammai school they also continued at tbelr own 
eipense, though not on the same spot. For some 
time it was kepi in the Old Jewry, whence it baa 

TOL...] S> 
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bMB muntd to CeHcge^iHI, Vpptt Tl 

AoDTig the MUton wh* hm done hoHiir lo tlui h^ 

■HlDtian, the Duw ot Williun Butn • neiAew 

□f lhe&niaii> Kichud Buler, ud dw aotliar of tfce 

SJoMtrnim JnlifuieatHM Bntamaomm, li alwaji 

MKB&ened wilfa pnticular c)te«o. 

At the grail Sib, " the owtcery," *e amcen' 
diapel, ud eirwj tbing pntMiriag ta thsm, mio 
wbotty deltfoyad ; and soon after, the pfenmt half 



way, F 



iMbin 



B demi-Tir^ii, oMi ber hHi dhbenllsd. In the A^ 
of IlK PagMnti, itwuin-alliHioDtBlbiBcncuiiiMBTCe 
tbml the enitaiB, oben a memhei of the sOBpoi^ wib 
ehcled tO'th8cmcchair,.to hin.u apart vftha city 
pagMBtto Wnlniiiuter, a obariatriohly omuuiBtad, 
in which wu Mated ■ beaulifol yanng virgia moat 
mafBificently anayed, with faer hair flowing ii nngleta 
over her neck and ikooldHn, aod ft ciown npaD btr 
hNd, When the fnitiiitiea of the day were t«in». 
naled, ahe wai lewaided with a liberal present bdA 
the lieh attire that ibe won. Tbii ciuttHii wai ob- 
uned at late ai the yeu 1701, wbai Sb Williaja 
Gate came Into office. 

In 1698, the aieic«a' eon^nny tagaged i* ■ 
■cheme wliich Dearly anmhiWed tiM whole of theii 
fimda. It wa* that at gmntiiig annaitiaaof SO per 
cent, to widows, acoordiag to-anni pud m by tb<w 
hnrfnadb Thii ptan wai wggealed by tba B«*. 
William AuhaloB,, D. D. rector of Beckmham ia 
KeM. Consideiable hwu were wbHribad o* IhcM 
tamA bat tfae awiulty wufbuad Mo larfe. and It 
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*■• gadaMj tawoicd (o IS per cnit. ; bnt alill 
the company wia unable to niBluii Uie ebttf!, i«d 
in 1745 thej ners obliged lo ilap. Tbnr debu were 
then STOOOL; besides an unuukl charge of Slot, on 
acconot of legacim for chaiiuble pnrposet. Parlia- 
rnentar; aid km offered to tbe anDDiUnte i and the 
oompaay itwlf seaUn] by a nvw act ta kaue new 
bmidi, and paj tbeni off by a lottery dravn in ill 
own balL, iby wbicb means i(* »Sbm faMe been l«> 
trievad, and arrnow hi aflaambiaganiditKin. 

It now pumesm an nanDal income of nearly W(XM, 
exckilve of SOOOI. a year vluok h dhtrlUiMd iH 
woAs of cfaarity dtlMr ^m iti own fundi er otln« of 
wbiob the costpmy are die gnardian^ 

The nonjeia' compuy, in additica ta Ibeir amm 
ichoal, ban the management of 9c. Paol'i Bobool ; a 
(Chool at Honham, in Siuiex, founded by Hi. Blek 
ard Collier; and a ichuol and huapttal ai Lsrington, m 
Wiiti, founded by Alderman Daonlaey. ney bate, 
also, dbaige of an hotpittd at Stepney, Tintty botpi- 
lal, Oieeowich, 'and Wbittington calle|;e, fonndod 
1»y the tTDMeea of the fMnoos Whktington. 



GROCEBS, 
The term gnctr ma att^oally emfdsyed ht dia< 
linijoiab a dealer in goods in gran quantUia, ia of- 
jMntion to the neie retailer ; tbougb non extended 
lo all who deal in either way ia " tht ai/iUrf of gro- 
•njr," a teim is thii inabnce, by tbe bye, ratber 
•ddly applied. Tbe more aaeiait dtaignaliMi, ^ew- 
arcr, of thia.katenuty, wai that of the pijfiten, on 
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■ccooBl of peiq>ei being the piinclp*! article in wUcfa 

tbe grocer dealt. 



The fmtemity were tint incorporkted u giocerB bj 
■ chirtet rrom Ediraid UL, in IMS, which wan re- 
Dewed and confirmed by Mrervl sacceeding mo- 
ntictai. A pepperei wu itill, howeTer, not nnfiC' 
qneoti; t diitinct boiiiiEu; uid coDtisued io til) as 
late K period m 1559. In that jear a qnuitil; of 
pepper, barieg beeo taken !n ■ Spaniih Carrack, was 
pnrchaied from tbe qiieeo at a good price by certain 
exclDniTe dealen in that article. Tbe groccisi how- 
ever, eudeaioured to nnderteJI the peppeiera bj 
making other importatioits of Ibeir own, which 
earned (he latter to petitiaa her majeitj, that do 
pepper might be imported tot three yean, which 
would enable them (o keep Iheii engagement with 
her majeaty ; and to induce bet to do lO, Ihey promis' 
ed not to raiie the price of pepper aboTe three abillings 

Among other privilegei anciently poiieised by this 
company, wai that of examining all weights used in tbe 
city, and inspecting and correcting all iiregulaiitiea 
and abuMt ofpenons eierdung tbe trade of a grocer 
in the city or gaburba. 

Tlie ball of the grocera' company ii ritnaled on the 
oorlh aide of the Poaltry. It is a new bailding, erect- 
ed betwero 179S and 180i ; plain, bnt neat and 
cDmmodioiu. At the commencement of the disputes 
between Chailei I., and the parlbmen^ Grocera* 
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Jb«ll VM Gicd apOB Tor die jittiog of the coat- 
miltee «r twrUuBeDt, <itd bere tbe baMnen of tbe 
bank of Bogland was trawicted, and it> mjcohiW 
kept final tbe tine of iti SnOMponttton until the juar 
1734, when il wu rcmciTeii to Thmiaedile-ilne-L 
The jardeti of the tail wu, nnlil Ike nuddle at the 
lut ceuiorj. epeu u > yuUrc promeiuMlc for the 
citiEcu, irbo, at *bu time, were net to limilrd ia 
tbebr rectEa^aiu,ni>T •U'Cnrivlcd of tbdipriialegB*, 

In the ball tben an fnll-le^tli poitmli «f leiaaJ 
emiaent mnabcn of tbe compaaj, and UBOUg thcM 
oae of «K iBdindoal bb whoge name tbe rinileat 
Mli>e 111 Pope ^aa heaped moot OMaerited sdiua. 
" CoTLBR aaw teninls break and hoasei fail. 
For rer; want be coatd not bnild a »all. 
IKs onl^ daagbtei in a ■trangei') ponei, 
For very vaat be coald not pny a dower, 
A few gre; bain bis TCT'ienil teniptes crown'd, 
Twai TCij want that gold Ibem for two pound. 
TThat e'en denied a cordial at b'u ead, 
Baniih'd fte doctor, and eipell'd the fiiecd i 
WhatI bat a want tbaljoa peihapi think mad. 
Yet Dumberi feel — the nanl of what he bad ! 
Cutler and Bruliu dying botb eicldm, 
Tiitne and wealth ! wbel are ;ou bat a name t" 
Jt ii acarcdy cradilile ha« iittlc tnith there i> in 
Ihii moat re«Dlling deieri^a. Sir J. Cutler, who wa> 
four jean muter of the Meicera' Company, the man 
who ''for Tciy want coold JUt boild a wall,*' defrajed 
ODt of hia own packet the whole upcnse of er«cQng the 
gtut parlour and coatt room of the old hall ; and atao 
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■I hb ovm cbuge erected tho nonli gallery at Ibe 
church o( St. Margaret's, WesUninilcr, near which he 
raided. Sir John Culler, oho left " hia onlj daugh- 
ter in • tlraDger"! power,'' becauje " he could Dot 
pay a dowei,'' had two danghtert, hoth of whom 
made dutingniibed aUiancei, ths one beiog married 
to the £ul of KadnoT, and the olbci to Sic Wjlliaa 
Pottnwn, baronet. Sir JobnCnller, who was tbus bd 
email; lilified, by one who evidently knew nothing 
of hirp, wu 10 much respected by hii fellow freemen 
and fiiend*, that the former comntenioTBted him both 
by a portiail and statoe, and the latter expended no 
leu than 7,6661. in the funereal honours they be- 
itowcd on hi* remaini. That Sir John may haTe 
been fmgal ii probable ; bnl how different ia thajt 
finigtlily, which luppliei the mEana of generosity, 
from the picture of stamng ararice which Pope's 
llnei display ? 

The grocers' lafiered more by the fire of London, 
than any of the olhec companies ; being left in fact 
wltbaul a ihilling of revenue, and bat for the perso- 
nal contributions for the reitoiation of the hall, which 
Sir John Cutler set a laudable eiampletn bii brother 
niemben, it might have ceased to liold a place among 
the corporate bodies of London..— It has now several 
eihibitions to Ibe univerutiei, and sopporta a nomba 
of feee-schools and alms-bonses in seven! parti of 
EnglatMl. Ill annual expenditure for charitable pur- 
poses, amounts to about 10001. 






DRAPERS. 

The Drapers' Compui; has had the donble honoar 
ofsoppljiDg the firat lord major, Heorj tltztdwjo, 
and of having tQinished the ciiic chair with mere 
chief ma^BlrBtes tban anj other compan; : nearly 
one hundred and twenty of its memberi having filled 
that high office. It ii not less diitiDgolihed foi its 
chariliei, which amoiiDt to 4000J. annaally. Tbia 
tnm is expended in freu-icbaolB, almg-housei, leC' 
ttnes and eihihitioDS, including an Arabic Irctureship 
■t Cainbridge 

Drapers' hall stands in Thiogmorton-atreet, on the 
lite of a manuon built b; Thomai Cromwell Loid- 
^sex. It is a noble structure, and ia enriched with 
•eierd excellent pictures, including portraits of all 
our flovereigns since the revolution, and a verj (a^r-- 
etling picluTc ascribed Id Zucbero, which iias been the 
mbject of manjciitical doubts, bat is popularly be< 
Ueved lo represent Marj Queen of Scots, and herin- 
Auit ion James, Rfterwards King of England. 

HS^MOHGERS. 

In the tine of catholic ucendancy in EngUiKl, the 
gteat demand fbi fish rendered the occnpation of a 
fiihrnonger one of the principal tridei of the metro- 
p<Jls. Fiah-street-biU nu the great inan for (his 
branch of tn£c, and here lived several individnals 
whose namei slune in the city annals, paiticolsriy Sir 
Williun Walworth, and 8tr Stephen Foster, 

Strong prejadices appear to have been often ex- 
cited agunst die fishmongers in conseqaente of charges 
of f raodnkint dealing, wbicit made Ihem objects of po- 






933 PBKGY I 

pnlu iDdifpikUou and iaiall. So fu- had tliia been 
cuiied, that towudi the latin end of the faoiteeiilli 
owrlary, Ibefiihmongen, by Ntcbohu Elton, oneiif 
theii bodj, prayed tke king to receiteliim aod the 
company under his imiDEdiate royd protection, " letf 
tbey might leceire corpoieal hart." The prejudice, 
howerer, appears to have eitended to the parliaiaenl 
kielf, for in ISBi, it nai enacted, " that no fishmonger 
(boald in fotDTB be mayor of the city." Tbis illiberal 
act wag not long nifleied to continue in force, for it 
wwrtpealed InthefollowiDgycar. 

The fiibmangerg were formerly divided into two com- 
paniea— the lalt GsfamoDgen, incorporated inl4S3, and 
ttie atook fiihmongen ialS09 ; the two companies were 
Bidted in Mteir present form liy Henry VIII., in 
iSS6, The fiihmongers, before tiia aiuon of tbe two 
companieB, are said by Slow to have had ^i halli, 
two in Thamei-itreet, two in ilsh-street, and two in 
Old Fiih-Mieet : tbeir onion appean to faaTe produced 
habila of KtteDChment, for the lii halli immediatdy 
dwindled fnlo one. 

The piewDt hall, which wai erected by Sir Christo- 
pher Wren, after ihe-Gre of Loudon -had destroyed its 
piedecassor, a sitoxted in Tlianwi-^ticat, where it 
occupies a canuderable apace, aad commands a gqai 
Tiew of the riiei. Id tbe appeicnd.of Iheliall, and 
juat behind the diair, there itandi is smche, afnll- 
aiied afaUoe, catred in wood by. Edward Pioce, 
statoaiy and ardiilect, i4 Sir William Walworth, a 
member ofibia companj, and laid niByot, facing tlie 
rebellioD of W«t TyJer. Tbe wmthy knchtBraapa area! 
dagger, which isaaid (o be the idendcal Mapon with 
which Jie itabbed thenbel, tbooph* [mWE«a of Is- 
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liogtoD pielended to be posaeesed of this dagger, and 
inirsi lentil to be piib1icl;eihibiled in SmitliGeld, 
in a thow of drole, called Wat Tjicr, during Bnrtbo- 
loiuev fair. Below tbc nicbe there ia the faltoiviTig 
inscription. 

" Brave Walworth, knigbt, lord major, yl slew 

Ilebcllioui Tjler in hi) alarmea; 
Tbe king lliercfore did give in lien 
llie dagger to tbe cjtjei armj. 
In the 4th jeai of lUchard II. Anna Domini 1381." 
A vulgar eiror, however, ia perpetuated in Hiii in- 
scription ; for the dagger formed the first qnartet of 
the city's anni long before the days oF Sir William 
Walworth, and wa> meant to reprcient the award of 
St. FanI, the patron of tbe carporatian. The Flah- 
mongen exhibit another atill nioie popular error, in 
their own aims, one of the supporters of which ia a 
mermaid — -vnth a nirrttr m htr hand^ 

Tbe foneral pall of Sir William Walworth, cnrionslj 
embroidered with gold, ia preserved among the relics 
of the company, aa well as apian of the splendid show 
eiliibited on his installation, as mayor, in 1380. 

Sir William Walworth and Wat Tyler have often 
figured ID the city pageants, when the lord mayor 
elect waa of tite fiihniongers' company. On the in- 
augnration of Sir William Leman in 1616, several 
men in annoui were in the procesnon, one of nhom 
bore the head of Wat Tyler on a spear ; there 
was also (he effigies of Walworth lying in his 
tniDb, Wid an angei repiesenling the genius of Lon- 
don, "ho made the dead champion rise up and ad- 
dress the lord mayor elect in a congratulatory speech. 
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GOtDSHITBS. 

Hie Ooldimitbi' conqtsnj wu incorporated il 
]S!7, >;Edvaid HI. In 146I,Ednnl II. coa- 
feired on it Ihe priviJege of " inspeuting, tijisgi 
•ad Tegulating tJl gold uid lilvec mrei, not only 
nitUn the city, but alio in ail «tliet paiU of the 
kiogdam." Tbl> important prFrilege iliu bees coa- 
fimied by man; aucoeedmg cbartna, and acta of pat- 
liamcDt; tod the conpaiiy arcnow uwy niaiten ta 
■11 EoglHid. All gold and ultEi ^iMe mat have ill 
CODformil; to the atandard Gneoeu certified bj tbe 
•tanip of the compan j's anni (a Wpaid crowned); 
to icnitate it, is felony; and to sell without it, aiaia- 
denieanour, incuiring the forfeiture of the aiticle sold. 
A jut; it also annually lelected from thig canipaDj 
to Bssa; some piecea of every sort of money coined at 
the mint, which ue Inkea out indiacriniinalely from 
the mail, and Iiept uade^ lock and key fill the trial. 
The company basiione much good by ita faithful dU- 
chsrge of these dotiei, in preventing tbe clrculatioH 
of adulterated wares, and preaeiving tbe coin of tbe 
country of its proper weight and puulj. 

The companlei of goldsmilbs and Gihmongerg foi^ 
metly contended stronglj for precedence, and that 
aomelimes with so much warmth that the lord mayor 
and aldermen were compeUed to diiie scleral of the 
moat mutinous from the city, and tDdeprive otben 
of their freedom. 

In the year ISS9, the company had a stiU more 
riolent quBiTcI with the tailors' Gompiiny, which is 
related at length by Fabian. It appears that each 
patty WB3 joined in the quarrel by another campany. 






(hMlhe^uMmbled togstbec is the itneb, nij^tfy 
" ID bunejs," tad (bat on one of tlie«e occuioni, 
■bes U117 wete rael to the Bambep of ire hoDdrsri, 
Ibej eiKoant«¥d idtfrmch nolence, thM lome oere 
kllkd and several wounds ill tile B^y. Theiberiffs, 
with Ibeir poMe eomitatm, inleifered, aDd'b>dtseTenI 
ptiNDtn. On Iht Friday fbHowing, the leuioos 
vne held at the Old Bailey, where thirty of die 
lulen were indkted far ftlony, of whom (hirteen 
were found guilty and hanged. 

The goldgmidM were ^ first innken In London, 
onacconnl of AdT inpposed we^Hi, paiticniKdy liar- 
i»g the eifi) wan in the- time of Chaika the FlnC, 
nnlU tba reroIolioTi. The goMimiths' company bH» 
aver been afflaent; 1(« reremies are large, and its 
efearitiAle dfsbalaenienti eileniire. 

Goidimi^' haH is ntuted in Poiter-lBQe, Cheap- 
sida, and is a very large and handsome building.— 
Tbe roDBii are aiDgulaiiy rich and spleniKd. In that 
wbicbii called theeoHiWinoni, Aere are a nnmbei ot 
p«4falto, of emiaeat nembers and benefactors ofths 
aempniy ; and aniDDg^ these, an eiceHent one of Sir 
Hh^ Middletm, who bequeathed a ghara in die un- 
dvtaking wliioh baa imraoftaHied hii nama, far Ihs 
benefit of decayed goldsmiths. Vrora Ike high piicft 
t» which the riuiie* of tfie New River Company have 
advaaeed, diii bequest has became a very ampis 
■onice of reKef to Uu poor of this fraterni^. 

SKINNERS. 
Henty Lane, who so do^bt «aa of tbe akiwieia* 

c()aipaDy,In alettsc'to Hitjuyt, the ioiiutlrLiiui edi- 
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loro(tb« VoyagM, ipeakiag of Iba wearing of fMt, 
Mjrf, " it ii gnal pit; bnl it iboold be leter- 
ei, npccull; in eourU ud aiDOBg magbtrata, 
notonljr forlhc leMoiing of an old wonhipful art ud 
company, bat alio bccaoN the; be for oai climalt, 
whalesome, deJicatc, giaTe, and comely, eipieaun^ 
dignily, comfurthig age, and of long coDtinuance, aail 
betttr with Bioall coat to be prctemd thai thoae new 
filki, ibaggt, aad lagi, «herein ■ great [part of the 
wealth of the land » baldly catwuned." 

Tbe">ilfca, ■baggi,aiid iigi" woold, iiodoDbt,haR 
fbnod adTocatei among tfaa city compuiiea, had Ibeie 
been aajr danger of Iboc ginng way to the lestoniiiin 
of muSa and Uppeta, whidi fbnneriy were au encii- 
lial part of ibe drea* and coatame of tlie monaich, 
DobiJily, and gentry. In Ibois timet tbe akinnen 
wen rich and nnmeroiu, keeping large eitabliEhmenli 
tad cootiibitting liberally to the teivice of the state. 
When the trade began to decline, the akinnem' com- 
paay gut into a diapate with the Eaitlnnd merchant!, 
who weiE incorponUed in 15T9, and injured the 
tnid« by porchaaing aldni from pedlars and olbera, 
for Ibe pnipote of exporting them : but Qneen 
Elizabeth, wiw wai more aniiona to eitaad commer- 
dal rigbia than (o reatrict them, refused to interfere. 

The skinnen' company was incorporated in the 
year 1317, by Edward IlL, under the title of 
the " Maater ud Wudeoa, Brolhera and ^tera of 
the Guild or Fntemity of the Skinnera of London, 
to the Honour of God and the pnicioas body of out 
Lord Jeana Christ." They were at Ihis time divided 
JDlo two fraternities, one at St. Muy Bethleliem, and 
the other at SL Miry Spilal, but Ihey were united by 
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Richard H,, who gBve Ibem'a new cbirtei, in the 
eighlcentb yeu of his reigD, which wm ifteniudB 
eonfirmed bj Uatry VI. 

Skinnen' balJ, which is a neat aod regQjBr building 
ofthf.IonicDTder.itBndlinDowgKtehill: before th« 
erection of the preient Mansion bouse, Skinnen' halt 
was the frequent nsidence of (be lord majon, daring 
their year of office, and the general courts of the netr 
East India companj were alio held here pieiioui lo 
die union of the two companies, in ITtO. 
. In the court-rooni tbcie is a poitrait of Sii Andrew 
Judd, ■ member of the company, who was major in 
1550, and founder of ■ grammar Bchool of aome cele- 
britj atTnnhridge, in Kent. The company are tb« 
. guardiana of tbe establUhmenl j bat il ii sappoied lo 
have been hitherto an eipensire trust to them. Neat 
a hundred jean ago, it was eomntonlj laid lo have 
coat them aboie 4000I. in law expenses. Now, how- 
ever, tbe rental of the lands bequeathed- for the nip- 
port of tbe school have increaied id lanch, that all 
past losses mual be apeediJ; indemnified. Part of 
these lands, which !■; adjoining lo (he metaopolii hi ' 
tbe parish of St. Fancras, having been lenied to Mi, 
&arton, architect, for the purpose of building, have 
been covered with elegant bouses, which will ulli- 
matelj bring iu a vast increase of income. Judd- 
stteet perpetuates the name of the founder of thia 
tniat ; Tunbrvige-p]a.<x, thai of tbe spot of bis natl- 
vitj, anji object of hts generous cere i Loncaitn-, 
SpeldJiMrit, BidboTvugh, and other streets adjoining 
Burton crescent (so called, after the architect), names 
familiar to the records of the Skinners' company.^ _ 
Agreeably to the tt*lute* of the scIiooJ, the caembcra 
VOL,,,] Sr 
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of ibc coBpRDj, uiended b; lome tmincnt dagj- 
mu. p>; it ■ Tuit ciei; jeu in M*j, tu cumise 
into the progreii mftde b j Ibe icbolara, to the bcit of 
Kbcitii bononuj rewuds we ilistiibiited. Tlie lut 
muter of this Kbool wu the cclebnied Dr. Viceai- 
miu Knoi. 

MERCHANT TAYLORS. 

Tba niercfaaiit tijton' compuj, thongh not the fini 
bt the Older of citj precedence, ii one of the uwt 
•flueut, and imnki mora rojal *ni noble penanagei 
UOQag iti mniuben than laj otfaet campuj. It wti 
not incor)w»ted until the ;e>i 1466, attboa^ Ed- 
vard the Firat.-in the twenty-eigblh of hii reign, par- 
liaJlj united it with pover to hold a frul at Uidsuni- 
Deri to elect a tauter, or pilgrim, aa he waa iIkb 
called, and fooi waideni who were called puirejon 
•falmi. Henry VII,, who wu a member of Ibe 
company, re-incorporated it in 1603. 

The election of the master and wudem of tbe 
merchant ta J lora' compiuj hai always been a daj of 
great teftiTity, and hai occaiionalljbeen booonred 
mtb a Tiiit from royalty. Such wastbecafein 1607, 
when on the lethof July, King Jamet I., with Prince 
Heniy, and KTcral of bis court, dined at merchant 
tayUm' ball, and weiB most sumptoously enleitairted. 
The monafch and hii son accepted of pnrsea of gold 
that were presented to them ; and tbe latter, with 
twenty-two eaili and lords, and a great number of 
knights and eiqnirei, were made tree of Ibe company. 

Aoiaog all the diitinguiibed peoonages, bowever, 
la whom tbe freedom of this cDD^nu■y bsi be«n gramt' 
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cd, it doei not, pei4i>pj, bout of one more eutiUitd 
M dotinctioD than Sir John Hawkwood, who wM not 
mnelj & member of the compsnj, bnl actuajly by 
trade B tayloT j tboagh, like the braTe BntslMi gen«- 
nl DoTflirg, he " turned bis needle iato a snord, aad 
hia thimble into a diield." 

Sit John Hawkwood vai a native of SihleHeding- 
' ham is EiKi ; wbo, dnriog hii apprenticeihip inthe 
e!ly, was pleased and lent into Fnuice, where lie 
wrved under Edward III. with lo much braTerj, par- 
ticblari; at thebattle of Poitiers, that he wai raised 
from tlie lanka lo a captaincy, and honoured with 
knighthood. On the peace of 1S60, the chirairoui 
kn [gilt did Dol reiinquiabthe pmfeMiau of arms, bat 
became ■ leader aoioDgtboiebandsofmilitary ad«en- 
lareracalled "Late Comers." Bamabat, the brotlier of 
(he Duke of Milan, (hen at warnith Mantua, iaiited 
Sir John Hawkwood lo hia as^latance, end he ao dis- 
tinguished himself in this new service, that gamabas 
gave him hii daughter in mariiage with a large ealate. 
Sir John aftprwards assisted Pope Gregory XII., in 
teCOTBrtng the revolted cities of Provence, and was 
rewarded with the govemonhip of five towiu. He 
neit joined the service of the Florentines, and d;. 
ing in 1994, '• after iofinile victories obtained, and an 
{ncamparable renown nmoBgst all men," was bnried 
«ith great honours in the great chorch at Florence , 
snd a monument erected (o his memory by order of 
the senate. 

' Sir Richard Blackwell, a fellow apprentice with 
Sir John Hawkwood, and a member of the mef^ 
chant laylon' company, was, like him, a gallant sol- 
ilter, and ksighled for hIa niour bj Edward IIL 
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The iDMckut tajlon' compu; ipeodi uiDiuJlir sp- 
midiof 30001. is woiki of baMroleuce, >part at 
(riiich ii •ppropriBted lo the inpport of the mekcbiitt 
i' soooi., one of the moct emineDt lemiaa- 
in England. It mu tbimded bj tbc 
1, on a <pot of ground on the eaiC 
^e or'Saffotk-lue, Tfauno-itieet, formeil; uUtd 
die Hansr cf tki Rate, belonging to the Duke of 
fincUnghun. Theitatutei of tbii inttitulion proiide 
that one hundred boj* ^4ll be tan^it here nt fire 
tUlliiigi pec quarter, fifty •( bttf t croum per qnutrr, 
and a hnndied or apwudi for nothing. The namber 
on Che otabluhment » Kldom lew thin three hundied. 
The boji &re initnicted by i muter ud three uiher), 
IB Idtiu, Greek, Hebrew, uid other bianchea of 
meful and polite letming. 

Sir Thomas While, who oai a member of this com- 
pany, and lord mayor in 1S53, aaiiDoi to make t<i1l 
fnrlhet provinon tor the youth educated at this esta- 
bliihmeut, founded St. John's College, Oxford, the 
■cholanbips of which are legolaily aupplied from 
Merchant t>}lori' Khool. A grand public examina- 
tion of the EclioIarB is held for the purpose every year, 
by the President and Fellows of Si. Joha's College. 

In order to proiide eihibltioni fcr the more intelli' 
gent of the uaBucceufiil candidate! for these >cholu- 
^ips, an annireruiy feast was liegun in 1698, by 
gentlemen who had been educated at the school, 
which has, with a short intermption, lieen continiied 
to the preient time. The collections on &ii occauon 
are often eitreraely libera!. 

The masters of this Khool liaie not been of much 
lileitvy celebiiiy; bat theii abUity aiptecepton ii 






■npljr alleited by the namber of eruneal scliolara 
tbey bsTe produced. AmiHig these ire ennincnited 
Uiree uchbfihop*. Jnion, Dami, uid Gilbert ; eij^t 
biihopi, lerenl judgo, ind a whole hoit of jibjiici- 
■n>, prDfrnorg, uid men of letleri- 

Tbe iDaitettbtp of Ihii achoal went throngh some 
egiJODS iDUtatiDiii, at Ihe tioie of the civil won. Tbe 
peruHi »bo Held it at tin daonCall of Charln I, wu 
Wiltiam Dugard, a moit eicellent ti^acber, bat rather 
hot polilician. He was a stanncb lajalirt. and no 
waj* KropuloD] in the expieuion of hit iMilimeDti. 
On the eiecation of (he kfng, he thus recorded hit 
opinion of bii fate in the wgiitrj of (he ichool. 
" Man jT pro diTlnia palriinqne legibna 
Optimis icepdTger Orolaa Sceleratomm mauiboi 

" GULIELMUS DUOARD.- 



" Mater ni 

Qui du03 Beges, triaqu<;tegDa, perdidit," 
Ferfaapi thcM lalliei, confined u the; were to (he 
tui(hor'i own commou-place booli, might bare been 
oreilooked ; but not cbuiing to be soipeeted b; (be 
world forleiB ofn loyalist (ban he was, Dugaid pub- 
litbed opent J " Salnuuiui'i Defence of King Charlet," 
and thu brought upon binuelf at last theiengeance 
of tbe CDoit, bj wboie command be wai, in February, 
1649, dismitaed from tile matteribip. It appear), 
hoireier, Aat Dugard had in a iborl limo contrived 
In make bit peace with the ruling power), for M (be 
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cod of 1650, we ft>d ' him tgun al the head of the 
■cttDol, and the aholt niga of the intennedule nuutei 
Ibw emphaticall; lecoitlFd ia the legUtr; ; 

" Re* Dem nottiu celeri citatu Inrbine verikt" 
Jdh. Stiveks, Sept. S5, 166a 

AboDl. Im yean afteiwaidi, Daprd having girea 
•one nmr cbok of offence to the memben □( the con- 
pauj, wai agun diiiniued ; bnt so gieat wag the re- 
patation nhidi he bad aa an able teacher, that on' 
opening • itcboal on hii own account, in Colemaa- 
alieet, bte drew aroand him within a few moDtha some 
hundiedi of ichdan. 



HABERDASHERS. 
The habeidaahen, who were more andentlj cailed 
millineri or miluDen on accoant of their dealing in 
ailiclei imported from Milan, were incorporated Into 
a compauj in tlie year 1M7 ; bat it is probable that 
theirnumberwM not great, liuce in the reign of Henry 
VI. there werenot more than a donn habcTdasben' 
(hops in the whole citj. How much thej muit hi>e 
incraued during the reign of Eiinbeth, may be in- 
feRed from the cDrnplaints made againit them, tlut 
the whole itreet from Weatminatei wu crowded with 
Ihem, and that tbeic shops made >o ■' gaj on appear- 
ance ai to aednce penoni lo eitraTagant eipendi- 

Tbe huiineu of the baberdaihei wai not, howerer, 
confined to the lighter articlei of a lady's wardrobe as 
at piesent, bat extended to the lale of daggers, 
twoida, knirei, span, glascet, dials, tables, balla, cuds. 
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pnppeti, inlcborns, toothpicks, fine ouOien poll, wtt- 
CelJan, spoons, tin diihei ; ind ercu mouse tnpt, 
birdcage), ihoeing honu.lBiilhoini, *nd jews' ttnmps, 
" coatriboted to that gaj appearuice" which the ba- 
berduhera' shops are isid to hare made in the reign 
of OUT maiden queen- 
Hie haberduhers' hall is sihiBted in Maiden-laae, 
Wood-slreet. The compan; is wealthy, and sopport* 
numerous almahooses, free schools, &c> Maneipendi- 
tare of about 35001. annuall;. Robert Aike, amenibei 
of this eompBD J, was the faonder of the Haberdashers' 
kospitai at Hoiton, fai twent; poor single freemen ; 
and twenty of the sons of poor freemen to be taught 
gratis. He left to the company, for that and other 
charitable pnrpOHw, upwoids of 10,0001. William 
Adams, Bnothermeniber, founded the fres gnmmar 
school, and alrDibonsei, at Newport in ShropghiTe; 
and a third member, Mr. William Jones, left 18,0001. 
for charitable pnrpDses, tlie greatest part of which 
was left to tbe management ofthe company. 

SALTESS. 

Iltoagb Bichaid II. made ■ grant of a lirei; to 
tbe miters' companj in the year 1394, yet it was not 
regnlarlj incorporated until the first year of tbe reign 
of Queen Eliubetb. The trade of a latter, or a dry 
nlur, as it is generally called, connsti in the sale of 
logwood, cochineal, potashes, and almost erery sort 
of chemical preparation. Their motto is singularly 
■ppiopHalB, SstsajHIVfliina. 

In Saltns' hall, which stands in Oifotd-conrl, St. 
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Swidun'i-Une, there i$ pnierral a curiom hill of dut 
ora my ecunoaiical dinner gnea to GHj persoiis of 
Ibecompujofralten, inlheyei[150e. Tbewliob 
gspeme of (he iluum, vood, water, cmti, and tha 
Eook'i wagei. (nhich were abore a tenth part of the 
whde um,) only amooDted to one pound thirteen 
■hilling] and two-ppnce halfpenny ; and ypl tfae 
table liad to boait of thirty-tii ehicLeni, a jwan and 
foar geeae, nine labbiti. and lii qaaib, fonr breaita of 
Teal, and lii -pennyworth of bacon. In wine the 
company of satteit appear to have been particalaity 
abitemiona, aa only tbiee and a half galtons were 
allowed for the whole party. 

In the real -of tlie hall there is a large garden, and 
■ cbapel, which i> realed from the company, by a 
congiegMioa of diitenlen, and baa been long known 
by the DMBC of Salttn' heU nueting-lieiu*. 



IRONMONGERS. 

The IroninongeR, who were incorpiHated in the 
year 1464, were oiiginalty caUed/cnmei ; and daring 
the middle ages united the profesuona of merchanl, 
factor, and retuler. In the year' 1300 Ibete wa> a 
compkinC tnarte to the mayor, Eliai Ruuell, agaiuit 
the feronea, for making the irons of wheels for carta 
moch shorter than was the andent coitoin, " to the 
great loaa and icandal of the whole trade of iron- 
mongery." 

It la not to be auppoaed that the aorereigna of Eng- 
land nsaumed any greater authority oTer the iron- 
monger!' company, than over othetj ; but their re- 
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Gorda present moie iniUDcei of royal isteifeicnce 
than ne to be met HJth elsewlieie. 

Id 1575, there is an extisonlLairy precept dliecled 
to Ihia eompuiyby the major, caltbg, on befailf of 

thiit if thej h«Te nol so mach in itore Ihey muit 
borrow it, aad lend il for odb wbole jeai. " Wb°A 
ram nf LX£. you thall psye opon TwyBdsye next, 
Comyng, in the momyng, at Mr. Slonley't hoiue, in 
jUdengate SUete ; and tbear yoa iball receive an 
•cquytlsonce for the lame in forme appoynled. f ajla 
yen not hereof a> jon mil awniwer (or the contiaiye 
«t your py.'l." 

In 1577, another precept wai received from the 
mayor, cRlling on the oompanj to proiide a hnn- 
died able men, apprentices, jaDmeymen, or others, 
free of the city, of agilitj and honeit bebavioot, be- 
tween the ages of nineteen and forty, to be trained for 
''barqaebascla/^ twenty-five of them wtre to be 
faonsehojders and free uf the conpauy. 

Ironmongers' hall, xhich is ■ fine edifice, is situ- 
ated in Fencburch-itreet. 

The state-room ii remarkably spHcioos and magni- 
ficent. The waifs are hang thick with poilrajts of 
benefactors, but many of Ibem are of very ordinary 
merit About llie middle cf the seventeenth century, 
one Edward Coke appears to have bad a contract for 
painting the ancient northies of this company, at so 
much a piece. In 1640, there is a memorsndum in 
tbe company's book), of the wardens having " agreed 
to pay SL 5(. each for five pictures more uf benefac- 
tors." One of the best in the room is a picture of Mr. 
Tbomaa Betlon, who bequeathed a large properly tg 
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tlwcoiBpsnj, chicflj fgr tlie v«rj btoeTolcDl parpote 
of nuDOmiug Biiliih mbjcclj from caplivUj io B«p- 
buy or Turkey. A likeness by Giinaboroagh. of 
Admiiat Lord Vitcounl Hood, who became a membec 
of Ibe compsny, ifler being presented with tiie free- 
dom of the city, is macb admired. 

The company U wealthy, and bai sereral large eo- 
dowmeiili for charitable pnrpoies, besides that of 
Mr. Bellon. The Ironmongers' Hospital, in Kings- 
land Boad, was erected with funds bequeatiied lo 
them by Sir Robert Geffryes, who was Lord Mayor 
in 1680- It is suppoied to have cost 1I,OOOI. 

THE VINTNERS' COMPANY. 
It BCema doabtfoi whether the vintners' company 
ant indebted to Edward ni. or Hetiry VI, for (heir 
charter of incorporation, Ihongh from both thtie roo- 
narchs they received prlrilegea. The company ori- 
glnall; consisted of two claues of traders ; the im- 
porters or wholesale dealers, uid tHe retailers who 

In 1«6, great complaints were made against Ixjlh 
classes of sellers for adulterating their wines ; and Sir 
John Rainwell, the mayor, having caused some ini- 
pecled qaantitiei to be examined, found thorn so im- 
pure, that he ordered one hundred and fifty bulls to 
be ponred into the kennel. To pat a slop to Ihcie 
ahuses, Henry (he Siith, in a charter of confirmation 
which he granted to the company in the following 
year, directed that the company should appoint an- 
nually, " four persons of the most sufficient,' raoal 
truB, and moil conning of the same craft, (hat held 
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no Mrern," to be swam before ihe major, to see Ihst 
genuine wines only were sold, sad >l such prices us 
they should afBi. 

Id the reign of Edward VI., these tsveins or wine 
cell«rs were limited to forlj m the citj uf London 
and three iu Weitmioster ; (he price of Giscoigne, 
QaieuiiE,aad I'rench wines to eight- pence per gallon ; 
Bochetle to four-pence ; and no lorl of wine ou to 
eiueed a shilling per gallon. 

The number of wine selleti, howerei, increased 
rapidly after this period ; far, by a report made by 
Ihe company in 1564, it appeared that there were 
then one hundred and dgbty. In 1637, (he atLomey- 
gencral made a piesentment in the Star-chamber 
against a number of rintners, for selling wines, " hoth 
io grots and retail," aboTe the set prices; but this, 
it would seim, was done for the sinister purpose of 
exacting money from the company ; for the ling, 
(Cbarles L) agreed, on condition of theti paying 
him forty ahillings on every ton of wine sold, to 
permit Ibem " to sell ■ penny in a quart above the 
rates set — to dieai meat, and to sell beer and sugar," 
privileges tbey did nut previously possess. 

The vintners' company have been rich in works of 
charity. One of its most distinguished memtier], Mr,. 
Besjunln Kenton, who died in 1800, thangh of 
bumble ori^ and of little education, amassed a iDln 
at 103,000/. as a vmlnei, 65,000J. of which be be- 
tjneathed to chaiitable porposei, including SOOOJ. to 
tbe geoeial fund of the vintners' company, and SSOOL 
for rebuilding Ihe Vinbier's alms-bouiei at Mile-end. 
The di^Ktsal of the remainder of hii property is 
i ,..^ ^^ aSiNtJDg domeitic tale. Mi. 
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KenUn hid an onl j dtaghter, to wliDm he wu faodly 
MUched ; thr fixed hpr iiSec^oiii oD a jonag gentle- 
man oho had been fram his jouth JD her fatbei'a 
employnienl u cicik. The old gentlenuui, howtTer, 
diaappraved of the copuexion, and tbe loveii pre- 
ferred inbniiasioD lo tbe will of one whom the; both 
TeTered, to an alliaace without hii sanction. " Tbe 
leialt," ■■ a biogiaphical notice of one of the stiffei- 
Ing pntiea Btatct, " wai of serioui C0D>et[Dence to 
tiie father as well ai hit daughter, foi it impaired ber 
health, tad bj a gradaal decline ihe snnii in lonow 
to the grave. The condoct of Mr. Watli (the cleik) 
upon that melancholy uccaiinn, and a more inlimale 
Bcqn^ntance with hii aulneqaeni chicacter, so en- 
deared him to hii patron, that unavatliDg regret 
accompanied the rest of Mr. Kenlon'i days." Mr. 
Kenton died in Mb?, ISOO, and left to Mr. WatO 
(he whole of the residne of his properly not be- 
queathed to charitable purposes. 

The Tintneti' hill it altnaled in Upper Thamet- 
atreet. Over the Bre-place of Ibe court room, there 
is a coiiDDi picture of St. Martin, the patron saint of 
tbia company, diiiding his cloak with the beggar. — 
According to the legend, which ia of great antiqnity, 
the aaint had been out riding on a cold winter's day, 
and met ao many poor ciestores sbiTiuiDg for want 
of clothing, that be parted with ooe part of hia attire 
after another, till, on reaching the gates of Amiens, 
he bad but his cloak left. Obserring a beggar stand- 
ing by tbe gate, of a still more piliabie appearance 
than any lie had yet relieved, the compassionate Mar- 
tin drew his sword, and cutting hia cloak in two, gave 
one-half of it to Ibe mendicant. A more suitable 
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ptboQ could not haie been proposed for a fntomit;, 

io reference to wbom it has been jo often lud— 
Whoe'er bm (tayelled life's dull roond, 
Where'er his stages raajhsve been. 
Moat sigh to think he still has found 
His warmest welcome at an inn. 

ShER STORE. 

THE CLOTH WORKERS. 

llie clolh workers' compan; is (he last in the order 
of precedence of the twelve principal eilj companies, 
and was iocoiponited bj Edward IV. io tlie ;eai 
1483. It would seem to hare embodied ^e memben 
of three more ancient corporations, all connected with 
the working of cloth, but of wham we meet nilb no 
account subsequent to the erection of this company, 
oamelj, the Fullera, Tellars (woaTeri), and Buijllen 
(inspectors and measnrers.) 

The cloth workers are an affluent body, and ex- 
pend about 14001. annually in charitable purposes. 

Tlie hall is a neat building in Minung-tane , 
Fenchurch-street. 

STATIONERS' COMPANY. 

Next to tlie twelve city companies which we hare 
particularly noticed, one of the mast eminent la the 
Stationers' Company. It eiisted as a fralemilj long 
preTions to the invention of printing ; some of ita 
antaben, indeed, have acquired immortalitj by being 
among the first to introduce this new power into the 
world. Wjnkyn de Wordeaod Pjnson, and •' learn- 
ed J«hn Day," were all of the sUtioners' company. 

VOL. >.] a O 
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Wjnk^o d* .Wotda choie for ibe «ign of hit shop in 
FI«c(->lTeet> tht Sun, u emblemilu; of tbe light Ihii 
Dew art wu to ifaed on the woild ; and Day, wbo 
had > priDting houie in Alderagate, nilh yet greater 
felicity of inrenlion, tookforhii motto aformof word» 
which at oiice proclaimed the great discoTccj, and 
CDnnecled his own name with ita promDlgB.tion — 
Ante, fir it if Day. 

Although the itationen were thus individually a)- 
lilting in proDioting the art of printing, it is a curi- 
on> bet, tbat theii £nt incorporation as a company 
ihonld haTE originated from a wish to obatruci the 
light which it began lery speedily to diffuse among 
men. Tbe foondation charter of the company, which 
WIS granted by Queen Maiy, on the 4th May, 1556, 
proceeds on this remarkable preamble : 

"Know ye, that we, considertng and manifeslty 
perceiving that several seditioos and hereUcal books, 
both in Terse and prose, ate daily published, stamped, 
and printed, by divers scandalous, schismatica], and 
hcRlical perioDi ; not only eiciting our subjects and 
liege men U> aedition and disobedience against us, oar 
down, and dignity ; but also to tbe renewal and 
propagating very great and detestable heresies againat 
the failh, and sound catboitc doctrine of boly molber 
tiie Church ; and baing willing to provide a proper 
remedy In this case, we, of our own special bvonr, 
certain knowledge, and mere molive, do wilt, ^rt, 
and grant, to our beloved and faithful liege men and 
freemen, of the mystery or art of a stationer of our 
cily of London, and tlte subnibs thereof, that from 
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one body of iUelf for oth, and one >acicly corporale 
loteter; mtb oiu mailei and twabecpenoiwardeiia, 
and Ifaat tliey maj enjo; a |>eipe(aal tucceiiioD." 

The chief purpoics too, for whieb tliey were lliut 
incorporated, weie declsR'd lo be, lliat do persoD 
Hitbin Ibe kingdom of EoglaDd, or dominiuna tbere- 
of> " ihould practise or eicrtlie die srt at inyi- 
let; of printing," who w*i not a lueniber of tlie 
itationers' campsny ; and that the comjiauy ihouId 
haie the power of teaiching foi all baoks prioled in 
eontraTentian of their monopuly ; and generally to 
" wizei take away, have, burn, or coDTert to tii« 
proper tue of the said society, all and singular thuae 
hooka, which are or ihatt bt printed or atamped cnn- 
Irsry to the forni of onji itatrxtt, act, or proclamation, 
made ar tobe made.'* In short, the atationezs were 
incorporated for the purpose of being made tools in 
the hands of the court— hnntera out and burners of 
heresy, " againat the faith and sound CRlbolic doc- 
trine of holy mother the cbnrch." 

Happily for the intereiu of learning, and Ibe 
hoDoui of Ibe. italianera' campany, Mary's reign was 
' of abort duration ( and it was in eiposlnij, instead of 
upholding, Ibe eirois of the Romish church, that the 
monopoly of the printiognllicb the actconferred on 
tba stadooers' company wasGist exteDsiraly exercised. 
When Elizabelb ascended the ttarone, tiie company 
consisted af bat Uiiity-fiTe memberi ; bat sncb wai 
the demand for txiok) which the spread of the Re* 
fonnalion uccaiioned, that in a short time aflentarda, 
the Bumibei wu reported to amount to one hundred 
and foTtj:) 






340 PERGI UIBTORIBS. 

EHiabcth, wltdol Ihu tfae numapoljr of die ata- 
tlancn' campany wu emplojed id the Kirice of th« 
rcfenned religion, did doI o^ fordallj to aboluh it ; 
but with that iDclinalion to fiTouritisin nhtch fbrnwd 
Ibe cluet blemiih o( ber goiernoient, ibe gnoled to 
iMny iener nouopoUn ia exception lo it, that, ia 
tba cod, (be nwde a mere shadow of the companj'i 
privilege. Sbe ga*e llie exdnnve printing of bible* 
aDd teitaawnt) to one ; of " all kind of Ian bookt" 
(o anothet ; of I^tia book* to a tliiid ; and of msiic ' 
boiAi to a fouid ; nearly tbe whole printing businrss, 
in abort, wu paieelled oot in Ibia manner. Tbe ata- 
tioneri' conipuiy made >n attempt to qaolioD the 
legality of theie lub-monopoliei ; but on being henrd 
cm the anbject befoie > committcfl of the piify coun- 
cil, weie ■mutlj lepiiminded for preinmiDg to oScr 
any thing dorogatoiy lo the queen's prerDgatife to do 
ai ihe pleued. 

Tbe ataltonen tben very hnmblj petitioned, IhM 
(iace tbe univeraal monopoly given by their cbartet 
ma of litlle avail to Ibem, lliey might, at leaat, be 
placed on an eqaal footing with iha intetlopen of 
whom Ehey complained, and have tbe pnvilege conced- 
ed to them of printing aome one thing or other cxcfai- 
aively. They look thii occasion of lepreaeullng that, 
while they were Ihna deprived of all Ihe idvutagM 
which bad been pronuied ta Ihem by Mary's charter, 
Ibey were a^ll called opon to perform the odioui dn- 
tiei which ate attached to it ; for tbeie wa> lierety 
hui^tiDg, it leema, reqoired from them on Ihe part of 
lbs Piotnlant, aa well aa the Caibolic government. 
In a petition lo the Lord TTeaanrer Builoigh, atthii 
period, Ibey ael forth " tbdi good deaaeiti from tb« 
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coicmonveilth, in aeuiHiing for, and aappmiing of 
popisb and sMItious books,' and ciecaliug sereca) 
tramntt, iKrected to then for inch porpoip, by the 
qoeen'i connnigaionm in canies ecclcBinsliciil," and 
protest thai, " Ihej shall be driven to dijsolTe their 
company, nnlesa the treaiurcr aland their goad lord, 
aa on formci occasioni he had done, a> the apecUl 
patron of Iheir compan;, and faiourer of the art of 
priming." 

Ad arrangemenl, onlh^'limitedWilethaB prnposed, 
was erentiially entered into belwern the different ri- 
val parliei under the aanction of the court, according 
lo which, tbe company were to hare the eiclusire pri- 
iflege of printing " all tnannei'of book and booka of 
Primers, Paai (era, and Paatma," as alio, "allnanner 
of Atiianacks," ■' and " books anil pamphlets, tend- 
tng to the same puipose, the A. B. C. with the Little 
Catechtaoi, and the Catechism in Englisb and Latine; 
by Aleiander Nonell." 

While the moDopolisti were thua quarretiing among 
IhennelTCS, aboat theaharesof tWapiril, it ia a sonrce 
of plpasure to find, that (here were some persons io- 
teiligentaDdTisoiule enough to stand up for the rigiit 
of the public againat them both. One John Wolf, we 
are told, whose proprt occupation was that of a fiah- 
roODger) hut who chose to (am printer, took upon 
bimielf " 1" ^'« captain in the canse ;" " w«i content 
with no agreement, but generally affirmed that he 
might and wnnid piint any [awful book, notwith- 
standing any cnmniandment of the queen ; (hat it 
waa contrary to tlie liberties of London to grant 
such pfirileges, and that her majeatywas deceived 
by those who plesailed on htt to grant theoi." Wolf 
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I ilurdy kbetlor In Roger Wsrd, wbo likewise 

'ae right, to piint any book, howeTer 
fubidden by the qaeen'i pciviJegtr ; and made il hit 
[tfactice to print all kinds of booki at bis pteasnre. 
" The [luuteT and waidena of the companj, going lo 
■eareh hia prinliag-honie, according to tbe power thej 
had, weie leaiited b; his irife and servanli :" and 
apparenliy with good effect, for we are informed that 
" in the year 1583, the master and wardens picfened 
■ petition againil this man, to the lord treaanrer ; 
■hewing hit conlemptaous demeanoni; doing con- 
tniylo all order and antbority." The lord Iceuont 
aent cDmrniuioners to bim, bat i( seemi '.' they too 
cODJd bring him to nothing ; still he coDtinaed to 
print what he pleased withoal allowance, by lu> own 
aathorily, and such books at were wairanled by het 
highneis's tetters patents to other meD, and sold and 
ntlered tbe same in city and country, to men of other 
arts." 

Tbe impunity with which inch bold assertions of 
right u these were suffered to pass, in a reign like 
that of Elizabeth , shews manifestly, thai tbe whole 
iy«tem of the monopolies was felt by the qaeeu'a 
adiiaert to be unsound. From Ibis time forwanl, in 
fact, they vanished rapidly ; almost the only one 
which kept its ground till another age, was that which 
tbe stationers had contriied to secure to themselves, 
amid the general scramble ; not woald this probably 
hare lurriTed, bat for the weight which a joint stock 
gave to this body In the Geld of competition, and the 
command which, from the natore of Iheir bnsiness, 
they necessarily possessed over the carious cbanuels 
of circulatiun. A capital of aboat 15000L called the 
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E^gliih stock, vBs 3Dbscrib«d b; Ihe membere in 

shares for Ihe purpose of being employed is prloting 
tLe differenl books, the eicluiive properly of which 
had beea given orer to them, such as prim ere, psal- 
ters, almaaaclis, &c. Such was tlie luccess wllb 
which the; pursaed this trade, that a niilei, speak- 
ing of tbe itale of the faud abool the middle of last 
century, sajs, " Ibeir diyidendi are oRen aboat401. 
perffhole share, (of 3301.) besides which dividend, 
tliey give in pensions to the poor of llie campaii; 
BboQt SDOh per ananm." 

PiDip«TOU8 as this suniriD); monopoly was, how- 
ever, it was at last destined to tall before (hat spirit 
of individual entecpn'ze, by which modem times have 
been so eminently distinguished. In the early part 
of Ihe last reign, Mr. Thomas Caman, a bookseller in 
St. Paul's church-yard, stood ■ long suit at law at Ihe 
instance of the company of stationers, foi ioiadiog 
the eictasiie pHiilege which they claimed of printing 
almanacks, &c. and obtained a decision in his favour, 
and in favour of the public at large. " The prior posses- 
sion of the trade, however," ai has been truly remark- 
ed, " tbe holding of all (he popular copy-righti, and 
the low ntes at which their almanacks are retailed, 
have contributed to secure to the company almost as 
general a sale, as if (he previous monopoly had been 
. established ; so that the pubUcation of these annual 
caJendars still forms a very productive branch of re- 

When the well-known act was passed in the 9lh 
of Queen Anne, for the prptecEion, as it was called, of 
literary property j but more properly speaking, for 
the UmilatioD of Ihe right of property, which auUiois 
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fttriomtj ponettsd at canmuni law and in ceaaroa 
leaMB, in the fniit of Ibeir labouii, t( waa pro*fded 
that the entry uf anj book m the regiiter of tbe 
Mationen' oocnpuiy, and the depodi of nine cOjMes 
•Ilfa Ibeir warcbouie-keeper, for the libraries of tlie 
Dnireniliei, jcc. ihoald secure ii froin piracy. The 
fint ealrj U in these termi ; " To WOliim Pikttynf, 
m ittlkt oMtd, m Rgie and Wait, 4.'(." 

From the great itock in trade which the stitiunets' 
Contpan; puueu, their ball ii the depositary of 
more ■mllJi than that ot any one of the other com- 
pauiet, tb« ipothccuie*, pcrbapi, ricepted. Of the 
exlaut of Ibeir itock, some idea may be formed 
from the Ion which they sustained at the great lire 
of 1666. Laid Clsreodou >ayi, that the " dnmage 
that befel that little conpany, ia books and paper 
and the like," was, and might rationally he computed 
at DO less than 900,0001." When the Ere was maUng 
its Bppntaclici to St. Paul't, " all those who dwdl 
near," continues Ibis hittOTian, " carried tbeii goods, 
books, paper, und the like, ai others of greater tradea 
did their cani<nodilici, into the large raulta which 
weK under St. Panl's church, before Ihe fire came 
thither ; which Taulls, though all the church aboie 
the ground was afteruards burned, with all Ihe booKi 
ronnd about, still stood firm and supported thefoim- 
datiun, and preserved all that was wilLln them ; antil 
the impatience of thoia who had lout their bonses, 
and wbatsaever they had else in the Gre, made then 
very desiroui to see what they had sated, upon which 
all their hopes were founded, to repair the rest. It 
was ibe fourth day after the fire ceased to flame, 
Ihougli ii stilt bumed in the ruins, ftoiB whence Utere 
wa. siill ([) iniolemble heal, when the hookiellers 
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ctpedally, anil lome other utdeiimen, who bad de- 
posited a]] the; bad preieired in the greateit and 
moBl ipBcioat vault, came (o behold all their weallh 
which, to that mooieiit, vaa safe ; but the doon were 
no aoDuei opeued, and the air from nitbont baoed 
the itroag heat within, but lint the dricit and moit 
cauibuitibte matten broke into a Same, which con- 
inmed all, of wbat kind soever, Chat till then had 

The halt of the company was wholly deitroyed by 
the conflagratioD. Within a few years after, the pre- 
sent edifice wai erected on the same aite, and the 
court in which II is situated (on the nucth of Ludgale- 
■tieet), has amce taken the name of Stationers'- 

The StiKk room of this bait ii omameDted with some 
very appropriate portraits. Tycbo Wiug, the once 
noted Almanack maker, is the presiding genius, and 
Matthew Prior, (a tiieiid in the tecreti of Ihi caurt'}, 
Steele, the Tatter, and Hoadty, the Exfounder, 
■re hia companions. A fine portrait of the elder 
Bowyer, the printer, and a bust of the younger, alao, 
mingle in the gronpe. 

The Cuurl room conlaina a fine picture, bj West, 
of " King Alfred dividing hi» last loaf with the pil- 
grim.'' It was presented to the company by that 
eminent icdividaal, whose good def^da we encounter 
at so many steps in our progress. Alderman Boydell. 

Tire largo window of the great room exhibits as 
brilliant a specimen of modern pajnted glais as is to 
be found, perhaps, in tlie metropolis. It ig, with the 
eiception of the company's arms and crest, which 
ore ancient, ttie work of Mr. £gginton of Birming- 
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btuD ; uu) present!, besides tbete, the Rojal Anu> 
tbc Anna of the cltj, Inn £gan» fioiD designs irf 
Smirke, emlileiDalic of Lnming md Beti{poD, and 
the Armi of tlie libeial Donor of the obole, Tbomas 
Cidell, e«|., ttfao wss iberiffof Loudou in 1801. 

The itationen' conipuij «re klmanets of very 
liTgt funds, ■Imost eniirelj placed at Iheif duposal, 
hj their ohd members. AmoDg ibe latter bequeats 
of Ibis sort, maj be noticed that of Bavjer, tbe 
jouDger, »bo, la 1777, bequeathed 60001. stock, 
ia order, as his irill saji, " that bs ma; be allowed 
to leave somewhat tor the beoefit of printing." Tbe 
mteteit of 10001. is bestoKed on such joumejniaB 
compositor, ai the matler, vardeng, and assutants 
aball prefer on acconnt of hit knowledge of the latin 
and Greek langnagea, and the produce of the remain- 
ing 50001. la divided among nine aged printers, com- 
poaitott, or preunten. In 1784, William Slrahan left 
lOOOI., the interest of which was to be paid to flve 
poor jonmejmen printers in Scotland. Aboat (he same 
;ear, iUiIlind Johnson left forlj'-twa pounds ten 
shillings and ten-pence a year, to be divided among 
fire very poor widows who bad seen better days ; and 
in 1803> Charles DiJly gave the interest of 7001. to 
two widow! umilarly situated ; and in 1817, Beal 
Blackwell left lOOf. a year to be divided among 
twenty deaerving leller-pieM printen, on the annrrat- 
aaty of hii dealii. 

But the living memben of the atationen' company 
have been the most di'stingnlahed for their mnntG- 
oence. Mr. Andrew Strahin, Ihe king'i printer, fal- 
lowing the example of hia father, in 1815, gave ISI^k 
4 per cents, (o the stationers' company for ton poor 
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joonwjnitii printen ; and in 1818, added to the 
ipleodid donation ■. thuuiand ponnds more foe four 
dirtieiKd printen above >Utj-fi»e yarn of age, 
Tfaii gentlemaa hu lince diatiiiguuhed himielf by 
mother act of princeJ; manificence, a gift of 10001. 
5 ptft i^eDlA. to the Literary fund. 

In 181T, Mr. John Nicholi, the Nestor of lilcntnie, 
gave 500L, 4 per cents, (o pripten or compoaitoii of 
good duradet ; and in the foliowiug year, Mr. Lake 
Hansard, another ennnent printer, giTe at lito dif- 
ferent times, IDOOi. 4 per cents., behI 1500J. consols 
to be distribated by the stalioners' company Id pen- 
Uons and prayer books. 

BARBEllS AM) SURGEONS. 
The arts of ihartng ani^ surgery were orighiaUy 
twin aiilen, and the former moat indisputably tbe 
elder of the twain. It was at the continued snit oC 
one king's cUrur^eiRi or turgant after another, Ihat 
the lOirereiga nas first induced to form tbe respectable 
pcnons who folloved these occnpalioDS into one cor- 
porate body ; and there being at Ihal period none of 
those lofty noticm) prevailing, which have unhap- 
pily brought so mnch ironblo into the family in mate 
recent tiines, the applicanti, cbimrgeons though they 
were, never dreamt of denying the right which 
by courtesy the elder sister possessed of giring the 
gsDenl name to (be tribe ; but with a becoming wDse 
of propriety petitioned that it ihoald be by the style 
and title of the AtyttBrif af Borbm, that the joint in* 
corporation should take place. The charter by wfaicli 
this was effected is of as old a date as 1461-1 ; and 
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Ibe cbinugeona, through whow tctiit (Mtnnnmualtt;^ 
it wu obtaiDHl, an eipreul j mcHtioned to have been, 
mainu Moreilede, esq. one of ths ihniffi of London 
in 1U6, chiniig«op to (he kingiof EoglRnd, Henry 
the Fourth, Fifth, ind Siith ; Jacquei Fiieg, physi- 
cian to Edvard the Foarlb i and William Hobba, 
" phjtician and chinugeon lor tho mow king's 
body.' Motealede died before the charter waa ob' 
tained ; but appear* to bare left it aa a lort of dying 
with to big locceuort, thai itiej would not cease 
exerting the iDflaence of theii liloadoi] to procoie thia 
importuil f»aiiT from the king. 

The charter, nhkb is stiJI vei; caiefallj preferred 
In the Sar6<r branch of the famiij, ii remarkable for 
a fine leal of green wax which i> appended lo it ; 
being, after liie lapse of abont four centoriea, nearly 
ai fresh at at finl. 

At what lime the piactisen of surgery MciniiTely 
began first to draw off fram the general body, and ta 
aaiDclate by tbetuielvei, andei the natne of lurgeona, 
docs not clearly ap^ar. The earliest tegnl recog- 
nition of Ihem is in the 5th of Henry VIII. when an 
act was made in faronr of the Craft and Mystery of 
StLTgtmtt ciempting the membeT$ froia serving on 
inqueiti and other parochial office). The number of 
these tuigeons, par aetlUnce. however, ii said not to 
have exceeded twelve in all LondOD. The seceuioii 
appears evidently not to have prospered. We an 
told, chat it gaVQ rise to " diipntes and feads' be- 
tween the rival corapaniei ; and it ii certain, that It 
opened the door Id tiie assumption of the title of 
■nrgeon by h many nnqualified penoDS, as at hut lo 
sink the profession into a stale of disgrace, from 
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which tfaere waa do otlipr waj of ledeemiiigit, except 
bj a Te-ualon wilh the parent stock, and the resump- 
tioD of the ancient iind hoaoarable appellation of 
Barben, Of (he meiiU of iheEs pielenden, a pretty 
OineGt idea may he foimed, fiom the picture which 
Gale giies os of the amy nirgeons of thia period. 

" I remember,'' sa;i Gale, " nben I was at the 
waraatMoDtreuy, in the time of that moit famous 
piiDce, King Henr; VIII. there was a great rahble- 
ment, that took an them to be lurgeons ; < some were 
hone-doclon, aaiDe tinkleri, and aome coblers/ 
IThia noble sect did lach great cures, thai the; got 
themselies a perpetual name I for in two dressings 
ibtj did commonly make thi^ir cures sound and 
whole for BTer, so that they neither felt beat nor no 
mmuiei of piun after. When we demanded of tbem, 
wbal chirorgery ituff they bad to care men withal ? 
they would show as a pot or a horn, which they bad 
ja B budget, wherein was Bach a Irumpery as they 
did use to grease horses' heels withal ; and others, 
that were coblers and tinklers, they used shoemakeis' 
wax, with Ibe rust of old pans, and therewith made a 
noU* tnJM, as they did term it. Bat in the end, this 
woitby rabbtement was committed to the Marshalsea, 
by the dnke's paee, lo be hanged for their worthy 
deeds, except tbey would deetare the truth, what 
they were, and of what occupation ; and in the end 
they did confess, as I hare declared to you before.'' 

In the 33d of Henry VIII. an act was accordingly 
procured for the re-incorporation of the Barbers and 
Sorgeons into one body by the name of " (be master 
or goremon of the mystery or commonalty of bar- 
bers and chirurgeons of tfae city of lAtidon." It 
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procccdi on tbe lUHratUe, Uu>t " wherfu then uc 
tiM iliitinct coMponiei o^ Surgtont," wid entcU, Ihal 
benceforth, Ihrj >ball foim but one company ; bat 
llial, al Am unetime, ■ diitioct line of diviiion ihall 
be dnwn betHCUi the pnctice of tbe («o brancbe* af 
the profBiiion. No prnoa prw<uing the irl of bar- 
b«y, ia to intemcddle with that oi totgaj, except u 
Id dnwiog of teeth, which harben xaty continue lo 
do at before ; and, on the other hand, no penctt 
deTotiog himclf to anigeij', i* to eterciie what ii 
pithiJj called •■ ttae/iol or craft" of ihuing. 

Inlbe pretent court hall of the Barbeia, then k 
an adminihLe painting, by Holbeio, represcntliig 
Hetiiy VIII. deliieimg Ihii chartef to the court of 
auiitanu and roropany. It ii painlcd on a pannel, 
Oeuarei ten feet two inchei in length, and aii hi 
width, end is in a high itate of preieiTatian. The 
king ii in the act a( pmentiDg the charter to Thonin 
Vicarj, the then maater of the company, who wu 
sergeant lurgeon to his majesty, and afterwards to 
GdwanI (be Siith, Queen Mary, and Qoeea Eliamr 
bcth, and is supposed to be tbe antboi of Ac 
tnl woric that was ever written on anatomy in 
the tingliih langnage. On each ude of tlie master, 
are the principal memliers of the company, kneel- 
ing. The two immediately on the ri^lof HcDry, 
lepreaoil Doctor John Chamber, his tnajeaty'i 
principal phyucian and dean of St Slephni^ 
collega. Weitmbistei ; and Doclot William Butts, 
alio king's physician, both of whom bad been past- 
masters of tbe company. Tbn figare neil to tbe 
maatei on the right, i> that of Sir John Ayliff, m 
eminent surgeon, who was sheriff uf London in 1549, 
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and, u we read on hia maonmeDt in the chuccb of 
St. Michael Basiiihan, wai called to court hy 
Heiitj Vin. ■■ who loved him deirly weU," and bj 
his ion, Edward VI. subsequenlij knighted. 

Tbe «(inialion in which this picture hij been al- 
ways deacrvedljf held, may be judged ol tiom the 
icquesl contained in tbe following letter from Jamei 
I. to the corporation. 
" James R. 
" Trostie and well beloTcd, We gieete you well, 
whereaa we are informed of a table painting in yor 
hall, wherein is the pictnie of o* piedeceuor offa- 
moiu memorie, K. Heury 8th, together with diierse 
of y' compaaie, which being both like him, and well 
dooe, but are desirous to have copyed. Wherefore, 
ooc pleaiure ij, that you presently deliier it onto this 
Ijeaier, our irell beloved servant, Sir Ijonell Cranfield, 
iMib, one of oar maiglcrs of requests, whom wa h&re 
qommanded to receive it of you, and to lee it with 
all expedition copied uid re-delivaied safely. And 
80 WB hid you farewell. Given at our court of Mew- 
market, the 13lh day of Janaarie, 1617. 

" To oar trusiie and well beloved, tbe companie of 
Barber Surgeons in London," 

At a court of the company held OD the receipt of 
these commiDdi, it was ordered, that " the picture 
be taken doivQ, if conveniently it may be." and de- 
livered (o Sir IJonell. It Meiu doublfal, however, 
tbBt it ever wu. 

The company went always after their reunion by 
e of "Barber Sofgeons," as they are bare 
I by Jamea. ITie muter was tme yew 
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cfaosen b; tbe buben, (he neit, by tlie snrgeoDs ; and 
Ifae coDit of uvitanta nu coniposed of equaJ numbers 
of «ch. 

For ■ considerable period, the affaire of the barbet 
sargeoni went on most imoothlj and piotperODs); 
under tliii ijiteoi of niaaagemeDt. The science of 
BUrgerj ku cnltivatcd with asiiduit; and toccrss by 
ouo part of (be fratcniilj. and we dare laj. that of 
ahaTin^ inffered nothing in the hiinds of the other. 
The barbers' halJ, cilaated in Monkwell-atreet, waa 
caaverted intu an anatomical theatre, wheie lectures 
were delivered bj Ihe more eminent memben of llie 
company, and illuntrated bj the dissection of llie 
dead bodies of criminals giien to the company for 
that paipose, and by olliers " broughtlo tliem," we 
presume, in Iheoraal cCutse of a nefarious trade. On 
tlii) iastpointthaiveTer, there is an order eitant in the 
Minute books of the court of assistants, the perasal 
ofVliich must, we thinti, suggest some donbts as to 
the '* luifaf course" having been always adhered to. 
We know not what interpretation eiactly to giife to 
this singular piece ofeTidence; hut that it indicates 
some practice more honfdly revolting than aay thing 
we know of in out times, is but too apparent. It is 
dated 13tb July, 1587, and is literally in these 

" It is agreed, tliat if any bodie, who shati, at any 
(yme hereafter, happen to he brought to ou(.ha)1 fur 
ti>» intntt to bs tDnmgfit upon bg th' annltoiniiti of our 
companie, 6haU revyvs or come to Ufe a^oins, ai of latt 
hath been mea. The charges about the game bodie so 
re*yTyiig, shall be borne, levied, and soslejned hy 
•uch person or persons who shall, happen to bring 
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hoiDe the bodir. And fmder, tbalt abjde lacb order 
or fjne, as this house ahalJ awi^'' 1 1 ! 

In 16S6, a ne« Iheklre of AnXoraj »» built Tor 
the companj bj- Inigo Jones, wblcli Walpole calls 
one of tlial able arehitecl'a " best worki." It was 
here that the celebrated Sir Charles Scuborovgb, 
chief pbjrsician to Charles the Seeond, James the 
Second, and William IheTbml. deliTCred for severol 
Jtttt Iboie leclnrea, so wpll kuoira among the cntli- 
TBturs of anatomical science, as hanng foi the first 
time demoDstiated moscaJar action b; geameitical 
and mecbanical illnslrations. 

At (he great firp, the boll of the componj was de- 
ttiojeA, but the theatre of anatomj, being a detached 
building, escaped. The present ball has been found- 
ed on a pact of tbe ancient wall of tile city, and it is 
s carious fact, that the nest end of the great room 
Kbiall; coniigtt of tbe interior of one of the old citj 
tower* oi bulwarks, which the aicbitecl skilfull; in- 
corporate)! in the new building. 

Long as tbe two bodies of baibeis and surgeons 
had now been re-united, there were unfoctanalel; cir- 
cumstances in the conneiioa which kept it from con- 
solidating like other bonds of nniun, and led at last 
to aaothei, and we fear, final separation between them. 
It is a fact not to be denied, huwerer mach to be de- 
plored, that the art and mjiterj of barberj has, 
without anj assignable reason, sunk eiceedioglj 
from tliat high eitiinatian in which it was ancientlj 
held ; and that (hoagh all the world contiDues still as 
much obliged to it as ei^r, it has become tbe object 
of nrail; all ttie world's cantumelj. The minds if 
men, however, are enlightening, and we do not d«- 
>b3 
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(pair of yei witneuing a relaniiDg Miue of the mprct 
vhicb » doe lo >o luefu), bonetl, sod aingolarly 
faithftU a clua of hit mijeatj's anbjecti. The ul of 
lUFgerj, meanwhile, hai ri>en ai Ibe other has declin- 
ed ; iu pnctitiniKn hiTe become rich and eminent ; 
titlet hare been shonered among Ihem ; and though 
titej cannot jet boait, like the barbers, of baring had 
a king of (heir conirauDitj, yet it is quite natural they 
should long lince hire groirn veacj of an alliance, 
which connected them onlj with humbleneu and 
obKuritj. 

About 1745, the surgeons applied lo parliament 
for a diuolotion of the joint iDCorpontioa of barber 
snrgeoDi, and succeeded in obtaining an act, by 
•rbich the; were for ever sepaiated, and erected anew 
into disUnct companies. The barber), as the mote 
ancient body, had the compinj'a halJ, as well as the 
theatre of anatomj, aastgned to Uiem ; but baring 
now no use for the ialter, it wu pulled down in 1783, 
and some dwetUng-hc^uses erected on its site. 

APOTHECARIES. 

The apolhecaries were originall; associated with 
the grocers, but obtained a separate charter of iocor- 
potation from James I. in 16o6. Tbey fonn a 
joint-stock trading compan;, and carry on basineii 
both wholesale and retail at their own ball, in 
Water-lane, Blackfriars. The whole of (he medicines 
used iu the nai; are received from this hall. The 
cbmpan; have alio usually a contract for saiiplfing 
Ae East ludia company ullh drugs, whicli seldom 
amount to lest than 60001. a year. 
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. Several important piivilege: bare been confeTied 
»a Ihii body bj difierenl acta of pBrliBment ; and one 
particutartj by a late ocl, which caimot fail to be 
attended tritb general benefit. We allude to the set 
which lequiiei that all persons practising u apotlie- 
cariei throughout the conntrj, shall have been pre- 
Tiouily examined b; their company, aa to the extent 
of their pharmaceutical knowledge, and bave received 
a certificate of their fitness to be intrusted with so 
important a duty as that of the dispensing of medi- 

Tbe company has a largq botanical garden at 
Chelsea, which was bequeathed to them by Sir Hans 
Sloane, apon CDndltion that they should present an- 
nually to the Royal Society fifty nea plants, till the 
number should amount to 2000. Tlie condition was 
punctually fulfilled. The students, and others, who 
baie the privilege of access to this garden, have * 
ticket given them, with this suitable motto : Htrbamm 
<M lulgecta iiMa.—The motto of the company is 
equally appropriate : Op^erque per orbem liicirr. 

PAINTERS. 
A^ early as the reign of Edward IV. there was a 
bcatheihood, known hy the appellation of Painter 
Slainecsj from the nature of their employment, whicli 
was that of staining glass, decorating altars, illumi- 
nating missals. Sec.; but the reign of Eiiiabeth had 
arrived before they were incorporated into the ptc- 
lenl coDipanj, which, though of the same name, com- 
prehends generally all classes of painters, from the 
painter of history down to the painter of houses. 
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Amooi; iti mrmbrfi it b» faad Ihe faononi of nnoi- 
berini lome mjn-mrnnitDBinn, eipcciaDj of modem 
times. Sir Jgnhua Reynold* gentiomlj led Ihc way 
U ui anion of the higher order of painten nilh Ibeir 
more bnmble brethren, bj enrnlling blmself S3 a 
ttetmm at tlili companj ; anit h wbs, for a time, s 
fuhkm to fallow hii eumptc. We regiet that recently 
ftlhfon aeemi to have taken a different direction. 

The hall uf Ihi« company, which h in Dtlle Trinily- 
laoe, pouenes a nameroui and intereiting collecttoa 
of piclurea, most of them enecuted bj iti own mem- 
ben. Among Itaete theta is an eicellent portrait of 
CuodcD, the celehmled aaliquarj, in liia tabard as 
Clarenceui, King at Anus. He was a freemui of tbis 
Campan/, and left to it a siliei cop, nliich ii used 
•wrj 8L Luke's day, ju drinking lo the health of ibe 
newly elected master. John Slock, esq. ofHamp- 
•»e«d, of »hom there Is a portrait in the court-room, 
bequeathed l lOOOl, lo this company fur various be- 
ne rolent purposes. 

CUTLERS. 
The Callen ire a class of artiiasc of great anti- 
qqily in England, for even Chancer speaks ef a monk 
who "bote aSbefllBld ■*Ulle in bis hose ;" yetfor 
twocenturiei after the timeof that puet, English Gnt- 
lety was in sutli small repute, that out dilef sappliei 
came ftorn abroad. The cnllers' company of London 
were incorporated bj Henry V. in 141T ; but one 
lUchatd Malhew, who kept a shop at Fleet bridge, in - 
the relgfi of Eliiaheth, wai the first to bring the trade 
into importance. He BtUined to guch skill in Uie. 
nwaufacturE of fine knives and hafts, that the quec 
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ptohSbited an; farlher importation &oid abroBd ; and 
at tbe cUae at ber reign, Ihe London knives were 
ealeemed the bent in the world. 

Tbe hall of this company is in Ciosk-lane. It con- 
tauia K portraii of Mn. Cravtham, b; nhnni the 
Bell Sai^e inn, on Ludgalebill, was bequeatbed tu 
the compan; for Beveial bEOevoient purposes, and 
among otben, tno eihibitioni la Cambridge. 



LEATHER-SELLERS. 
Tbe Leather-iellers bate no hall, but are deterring 
of particnlar notice among the companiei of London, 
for making one of tbe most spirited assertions of tbe 
ri^ts of the freemen of London, npon recoid. In 
(be reign of Eliiabeth, irhen patents of monopolj 
were so much the fashjon, Edward Darcy obtained 
one for Benrching and seaUng of all leather tbioaghoiit 
England, for whicb be was to be paid at certain verj 
handsome rates. Tbe leather-sellers of London denied 
tbe Taliditj of the patent; and being beard on tbe 
subject before the qneen^s council, submitted to them 
in very hoinelj terms, " whether it was meet that 
inch lai should be laid upon tbe people, not being 
granted bj parliament, nor warranted bj law. And 
whetber, if it were in her majesty's power to grant it, 
it were meet or requisite to raise aierenne of fout- 
scoie or an hundred Iboasand pounds to one man, la 
the niter undoing of manj thousands, — ber majesty's 
poor and dutiful subjects." 

The council ordered inquiry lo be made into (he 
•ubjfcC, and in Ihe meanwhile suspended the ope- 
nlion of the patent. The lord tieasorei afterwards 
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eDdeaToiirtd Id pn:v>U on Uie tcklticT-KUen fo iBbuiTt 
to the pKlcnt Dudrr cerUiin iDndifications, bat Ihej po- 
litirclj rertued to acknottlcdge iu legtlil; on anj 
teimi, ud four of tbeiu were llirown into prison for 
their obbtinicj- 

The recorder uid itverai aldFimen whI(«I on them 
in priton. uid adrijed them to jicJd to Darcy. The 
'tpij which Ihej made, deterrc) lo lie hitciibed in 
letter] ufgold. "The; ucger) to the said aJdenoen, 
that at their fint inujrp orating into this noble citj, 
the; Here charged wilh a precise oath ; to be obeiunl 
and obedient unto the major and rainitten of the 
city, the fianchiws and cnstoms lltereor to matolHin, 
and thii cilj to keep harmleis in that, that in diem 
was : and then thej bade them judge if to admit Mr. 
Vmtcj't mlniiters to learch and leal, were not to 
Tun headfong into tht; horrible am of perjury ; which 
the queen could never abide, and neier jet left iin- 
pDiushed. And the; prayed God la strengthea them 
with all coniUDcy and patience, to endure anj thing, 
latfaer than by their own act to ditposseai tlieiDselies of 
that which had been enjoyed bj them and Ihcir pie- 
deceiion, ciliieos of London, three hundred yean 
and more." The result of this honest inflexibility 
waa the desfniciion of Darcj's patent. The council 
did not choose lo puih llie matter any further ; but 
to screen their own inconsistency, found out a legal 
flaw in the patent, and then set the slanly (eathei- 
sellen tree. 



PARISH CLEaKS—BlLLS OF MORTAUTY. 

The clerlu of llw dUeient parubes >titbia the bllli 
of morlililj, were oiiginaUy incorporated in liS4,bj 
Hpnrj HI. under the appell»tion of '• The Frstefnily 
of St. Nicholsi," for the purpose of cultivating cliureh 
mmic. Manj pereons of liie first qgalitj, bolb male 
and fetnale, la; u well u eccloansticBl, also oniltd 
themseires to tie fralemitj, in order to pmlicipato 
in " tbe tludj and practice of thii noble and di*inE 
teiencf." 

The clerkt were also great performers of the Mys- 
teriu oc Scriptural Dretnai, so commoa daring the 
catholic times. Their usual place of performance was 
> green at Ibe bottom of the hill, on which itood the 
priorj of St. John of Jerujulem, .and near tu a spring 
or well, which waj thence called tbe clerks' Hell, and 
gave name to tbe parish of Clerltenwell. In 1391, 
ttie; eihibited here for three days Bucceiaivel; before 
Richard II. and hii court ; and in 1409, tliej enacted 
the creation of the world, vith such a regard to nnity 
of time at leail, Ibat the performance occupied a 
whoU weet. 

At tbe Keformalion tbe brolberbood wai dissolved, 
and their halt and other property demolished. 

In 1611, they were re -incorporated hy James I. 
by the style of " Ibe muter, wardens, and fellowship 
of parish cborch clerlts of the city and suburbs of 
London and the lihertiei thereof, die city of Wesl- 
minsler, the borough of Southwark, and tbe fifteen 
aat-paiisbes adjacent i" aod several valuable privi- 
lege! conferred on them. 
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la Rlam foe Iboe, ■ duty »ai impoaed upon tbem 
which hii Dov become one uf greiil imporUnce — 
nimel;, the miking up of what are culled Tlit BilU 
ef Murtalily. Ever; deck is boand to make ■ weekij 
report of all chruteEiingi or burials which happen bk 
ttie coune of each week, accompBDied with such In- 
fornulion ai he cui collect, wilh respect to the ajes, 
dUeaiei, &C. of the penotis djing. From these pa- 
rotchial retams, the clerk uf [he company makes op a 
genera! return, copies of which are sent to the dif- 
ferent public authoiities ; for which purpose, tbe 
company are aolhoriKd by their charter, to keep, a 
printing-press and printer of their own, \ 



The present hall of the c< 



npanj is in 



bat it has been a)l leand out, with the eiceplion of a 
imaM room, leserred for tbetruiiactioD of company 






